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ROME/ OPEN CITY

The film you ere going to see 1s besed on events that have
actuslly tsken plsce. While Alllied troops were fighting thelr
way to the Italiesn capitel, another Battle of Rome was zoing on
within the "open city" itself. Those who feced the Nazi-Fascist
enemy on the beachhead of Anzlo or in the Cassino ares were hardly
aware, at the time, of that other war which had to be waged in
darkness and secrecy.

But later, after the liberation of the capital, some of us
came in contact with former members of the Resistance movement
and were told the story of Rome's underground struggle,

The film, ROME/ OPEN CITY, has the accurécy and freshness of
such a firsthand account. It's a fagctuel report -- enacted by
people who have witnessed, or partieipated in, the real drama.

Anyone who has lived in Rome will find familiar faces among
the characters appearing on the screen, This brave and humorous
priest, this passionate, sturdy girl, this spirited little boy,
all these children, housewives, workers, intellectuals -- they
are indaed the plain people of Romet we recocnize thelr features,
geatures, volces,

That is not to say thet all Romans were setively opposed to
Fascism or that the eity's populastion consists only of freedom-
loving heroes. Quite the contrary, there 1s a lot of corruption,
selfishness, obscurantism snd snobbery -- in Rome as anywhere

else. But 1t would be unfair and superficial to think that a Sow




¢lique of decadent parasites typifies a‘sreat community, There
is another Rome -~ the resl Rome which those of us who know it
cannot but respect and like; the Rome deseribed in this plcture.
ROME/ OPEN CITY will be welcome to the Americen public as a
significent document and as a promising, candid message from

liberated Italy,

Cpl, KLAUS MANN,

of The Stars and Stripes,
Mediterranean Edition,
ROME, AUGUST, 1945
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ROME OPEN CITY

The fllm you are going to see is based on events
that have actually place. While Allied troops were fighting
thelr way to the ltalian capital, another Battle of Rome
was going on within the “open city" itseif. Those who
faced the Nazi-Fascist enemy on the beachhead of Anzio
or in the Cassino area were hardly aware, at the time,
of that other war which had to be waged In darkness
and secrecy.

But later, after ths liberation of the capital, some
of us came in contact with former members of the Fe-
sistance movement and were told the story of Rome's
underground struggle.

The film, ROME OP&N CIiTY, has the accuracy and
freshness of such a firsthand account. It's a factual
report -~ enacted by poeple who have witnessed, or
participated in, the real drama.

Anyone who has lived in Rome will find familiar
faces among the characters appearing on the screen.
This brave and humorous priest, this passionate, sturdy
girl, this spirited little boy, all these chlldren, house-
wives,workers, intellectuals -- they are indeed the plain
paople of Rome: we recognlze their features, gestures,
volces.

That is not to say that all Romans were actively
opposed to Fascism or that the city's population consists
only of freedom - loving heroes. Quitc the contrary,
there is a lot of corruption, selflshness, obscurantism
and snobbery == In Rome as anywhere else. But it would
be unfair and superficial to think that a clique of
decadent parasites typifies a great community. There Is
another Rome =-- the real Rome which those of us who
know it cannot but respect and like; the Rome described
in this picture.

ROM= QOPEN CITY will be welcome to the American
public as a significant document and as a promising,
candid message from liberated I[taly.

Cpl. KLAUS MANN,
of The Stars and Stripes,
Mediterranean Edition,

ROME, AUGST, 1945
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