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’C‘UR‘I‘ RIESS ABOUT THE GERM.N GENERALS

{;.Revieweﬁby Klaus Meanne.
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The Self-Betrryed: Glory and Doom of the Germ:n Genersls
by curt Riess, s P Putnem's Sons, lNew York (&§ S.00)

Curt Riess is a journallst of considerseble intultion and experience,.
He bggen his career in Berlin as a sport reporter; went to France when
Hitler came to power, and was a success in Peris - an exceptionel thing
to accomplish for any foreigner, The most popular Franch newspeper, the

pParls Soir, sent hin to New York as its speclrl correspondent.

for his- Freneh resders stordes- ebout wsmerlcan pu.ilists, meric 1 oomen;
gne—rmertCHT MOV e N TEr ST The-Pepistens-ibired iy wrvIcIEE, Een the

Nazis invaded Paris, including the offices of the paris Soir, The reeders

of thet prosperous sheet haed to renounce the deshing eccounts of Curt
Rless, along with many other stimul-ting and famllier festures of thelr
@ormer life., As for Rless, he ventured with unabated gusto on his third
career, end estsblished himself, swiftly and briliiantly, es an imeric:n
author, During the last two years, he not only contributed to meny a
lesding megezine in this country, but also edited the diary of a Nazi
flyer and, moreover, procuced four stately volumes of his own: a wesmsd-
:rn-tm suide through the jungle of "Total Esplonage"; a remar&:kable
survey of clandestine activities in "Underground Eurcpe"; a "novel of

espionage", }iuh Stakes, which I didn't reed, fearing thet it mi_ht

affect my ale;elpa a:/n?xcgrrupt m:r imagination; and, more recently, The Self-
Betreayed, %aw-nnvéstudy on the (Germen General Staff -
its past glory, its present troubles, end its future doom, Thls book 1s,
in my opinion, the most solld and most effective job Mr., Rliess has done,
wpnhosmeny 20 for, It deserves a better title - and a big success,

Whet I edmire most in Mr, Riess' literary strategy 1s the psycholo leal
pilncer movament by means of which he captivetes his reader, At once

thrilling and scholarly, he satiafiec our thirst of knowled e and at the




A 1
seme time seizes our ime inetion, The book 1s crammed with facts like a
sclentific coupendium end yet full of suspense and drame. The emple maters
1+1 concerning that uncunny specles - the German generals - 1s complled
with painsteking cc?acientlounnoas, but the story - far from belng dry and
onerous = reuds WW mystery novel.

The villein (and alsc the vietim) in the welird account is by no means
an individuel but &  roup, a power ful set of men, or rather, the rullng
caste in Prussia and;Eéenter Germeny, from the time of Frederlg( II up to
our own uproarious and pivotel time, Thils co. lective hero appesrs under
verious nemes - all of them ere laden with guilt and with nobillty. "He"
i1s called von Fritsch or von Reichensu, von Keitel or von Seeckt, von
Hindenburg, von #welwen Mackensen, or von Bock. "phe" Pprussien genersl
sdneres obstinately to a self-styled code of ri.id traditions snd arbitrery
tabood. Being a professional werrior by instinet, upbringlng and conviction
:‘ne& is eggressive and arrogent, but not insene end sadlstic es are "his"
former tools end present masters, the Nazis. "In all justice," biswswed
writes Mr. Riess, "it must be seld thut the idea of world domination
-8 such did not ori.inate with the Prusslian militery ceste. The Bast
#Z1blan Junkers in the begilnning were not netionel chsuvinists. They wanted
power for themselves in Germeny; that was alls Until world war I they
were, in fect, to a certain extent internationaslly minded, They spoke
French, they loved Peris, they gambled in Monte Car lo."

Later, in the yeurs preceding World Wer II, they .embled with the
Devil, Cynicelly and stupldly, they belleved that the Evil One could be
exploited for their own selfish purposes. Indeed, they acted like the
sorcerer's apprentice in Goethe's famous bellads he, too, wss destroyed
by the very spirits whom he first rrised foolhardily.

Riess opens his meblewleows-endweppealiéng eccount with an almost femedel
farcicul prologue - the story of what happened when Werner Edusrd Fritz
von Blomber;, Field Marsh:l snd Wer Minister of the Third Reich, married
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a humble femsle nemed Erike Oruhn, The witnesses &t the wedding were
Adolf Hitler, the Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces in Germany, and
Hermenn Goering, the Comuander in Chief of the Germ:n ftwaffe. Fron this
1dyllic event resulted s politicel scandul of me jor dimenslons, Herr von
pPritsch - an officer of remarkeble influence but unpopuler with the Nszls

- pucceeded in finding out ugly things as regards Friulein Gruhn's

pre-mstrimonirsl lifemommm e-nouse of “evtl
.""‘".-
Wmlﬂw nad-heen retive g w-go-ewlled “messeus=
selyes? The Prussien sentlemen, led by Herr wvon Fritach, turned ageinst
»

the Wer Minisi er, whose ylaring mésallliance meent & blot fhey a‘}id, on
Ol amo st A eeed £ess o
the srmy'e lmmaculate scutcheon, In re .utywam

&«
, WM militery Puritens were ned-ee
scendz1ized, not primerily by Freu von Blomberg's past sins, but by

Herr von Blomberg's present trannherrﬂ. The Minister of wer betrayed
the interests of his ceste to his new bogs, Hitler, That 1s why he hed
to be done away with,

But the Fughrer's protegés cre no§ eesy prey = not even to Herr von
Pritsche On Februery 2, 1938, Heinrich Himmler, t#® chlef of the Ge=
atapo, informed Generul von Fritsch, LI Commsnder in Chlef of the
German #rmy, that on orders of the Fiihrer ne would have to be teken into
protective custody. The serious frictlion between Hitler and his General
stuff was herdly settled when the Nazl srmy inveded .ustria, in perch,
1958,

The second part of the book - "The Generals staff never surrendered"
- begins with the Germen march to Vienns, but then jumps presently back
to more dlstant historic events. There is « condensed and apt ly-done

survey of what German generals did end falled to oM do, in the years from

1919 to 1839, ' ondltions=under -
This sketchy reswsd resumé, effective as 1t may Dbe, seems

somewhat swkwsrdly pleceds It ouzht to be presented either as the Eie
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prolosue, or as the beglnning of Chapter One. The disregard of smy hlsto=
ric sequence, not justified by eny compositorial reasons, undoubtedly
mrnto & certain extent the opening part of trg ?:aoaf. Yet it is adwsye
1mpreasj.ve and-aesee instractive-a~atn to wa.tchj‘the unfolding of the
frotestic snd yet logle druma from Verssilles to Munich, from the Repallo
Treaty between Uermany and Russia, in 1922, to the stulin-Hitler Pect in
1939; from Hitler's Beer-Cellar Putsch, 19 yeers ey 0, to his triumphant
entrence into the Chencellery, Jjust tean yeurs afterwerds, Iln 1933

The euthor is at his best when he dwells on the curlously smbivelent
reletion between the Nuzi chieftein end the grmy chiefs, He deacribes the
lurid intrigues, dmdalds hetched by Herr von Papen end other crooks, &
to wém obtein old Hindenburg's blessing for the Nezi adventure and to
destroy the unyielding enti-Nuzis within the Army proper, especlully Herr
von 8chleicher, lost of the genersals kept woolng and fostering Hitler,
while at the same time distrusting certain "“radicel elamentn“ in his
environment, Their triumph over such demsencws restive pl,lbeinnl as Ceptuin
Roehm and his 1lkd - the sinister butchery of June do, 1954 - turned out
to be, peradoxically, also thelr most humilisting defeut. ﬁignb with the

o SO T
S« A+ rowdies, seversl prominent meubers of thsigdchate perlshed in the
soppabidag "purge" - Generel and Nrs. von Schleicher, Colonel von Bredow,
and others.

The Nazl leaders and the genersls need and loathe euch other. True,
when Hitler appesred the mester of Europe, lesdunojysi@eey acfter the fall
of France, the generals triumphed with himf,"Germeny wus great," seys Rless
"The generals were great." Some of them, however, did not live snymore
to witness the grest event: Herr von PFritsch, for instunce, dled under
somewhat puzzling circumstances, as far back as September, 1839, Others
were not destined to survive long the . lorious sumumer weeks of 19403 walter

von Relchensu, for example, - the general who prepared the invasion of

sustrie 4 and wss the hero of the merch into the Sudetenland = passed away,
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f f rather surprisingly, while on his wey to Berlin from the Russian front,
f‘ f in Jumuary, 1942,

There is no security for the genersls under Hitler, nor cen they wish
for hig fall, Their @d dilemms is insoluble; they crewdeemesds, cannot but
lose, The von Ml Bocks and von Keitels will certulnly not initliate or
lead the German Revolution, The ewmembwel uphesvel of the Cerman people
will be ceused by the ultimate, ineviteble defeat of those .entlemen K swd
ofithedr demonise,tools snd-enembes; bhewllagdss. The Don quixots of obsolete
1deals and am!{:{rfhion%hwill diaap;ear, ‘plOng with}he fiendlsh adventurers
whom they meant to pwpdedb, Curt Rlasa is ri ht when he concludes his
meritorious report wlth these forceful wordss

"The Germen generals are doomed because they will be enschronisms. In

the world of tomorrow they don't belong,"




