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THE GERMAN PROBLEN-CHILDREN

By 8gt. K 1laus Mann

Among the many atrocity pictures I have seen in the course of the
past few months, there was one that struck me as partliculerly signi=
ficant and thought-provoking. 1t showed three young German boys at the
ages between eight and eleven, who had fired from an smbush at some
of our soldiers in one of the Allied-occupied towns. The three little
snipers looked by no means like savage ruffians; on the contrary, they
appeared rather well-bred and dapper -- typicel scions of a "respec=
teble" german middle-class family. Yet their asction proved that they
are dangerous little fanatics.

What é&s wrong with those youngsters? Were they born as Nazla? Are
thevy by nature sbnormal and criminal -- tainted with hereditarv vices
and evil instinets --, or are they just misguided and muddle-headed?

If we believed in the innete and incurable mesnness of a Nazil child,
we would therewith accept the Nazl doctrine of an inferior race. Yet
I em sure that most Americans agreed with the statement Presldent
Roosevelt made in hils address of 22 (Qctober, 1944: "We bring no charge
against the German race as such, for we cannot belleve that God has
eternally condemned any race of humanity."

But 1f it is true that German youth 1s not essentially and incurably
different from youth in other countries, it is also true thst the average
Nazi child differs unmistakebly and disturbingly from average children
elsewhere. Thef three lads in the picture are not just a bunch of wild
kids who amuse themselves with guns, for want of other tovs; in their

own childlish way, they are tough and unscrupulous representatives of
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the "msster race" -- miniature supermen who despise other nations and
firmlv believe that this world has been created only for one purpose:
to be ruled by the Fuehrer.

1t is almost impossible for any citizen of a free, normal country
to imegine the thoroughness and ingenuity of Nazi indoctrination. Lit=
erally from babyhocd on, a child's mind 1s being deliberstely and con=
sistentlv imbued with the absurdities and distortions of Nazi philo=
sophy. For the past ten yesrs education in Germeny has indeed been &
"school for Barbarisns" -- to guote the title of &an Americen book des=
eribing the methods esnd consequences of this most sinister pedagogical
svatem.

No doubt, the Nazis have done e remarksbly good job in confusing
and corrupting a whole German generation. The German wer preperations
wonld have been incomplete without this strict and comprehensive
educational progrem. The schools where children were infected with

: Mmoctiown stz ﬁﬂl?ﬁ*ﬁﬂhﬁ

the beseillus of intolerance and nationalistic mes were as
indispensable for Hitler's world-conquering projects as the factories
producing his planes and tanks.

aut if education has proved such a formidable weapon in the hands
of the Nazls -- why should we not tgihggeas well? If it was possible
to indoctrinate German yvouth with the slogans of Nazlsm -- why should
not an effort be made to familiarize "Hitler's children" with the
principles and purposes of democracy?

There may be many different or even contradictory views ss to the
economic and political solution of the German problem. R But about one
point all those schools of thought seem to sgree completely: The German

people have to be re-educated. No matter what kind of conditions the
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"Unconditional Surrender" formulas may imply -- the issue of Germany's
moral and politiecal re-educatlion remains of paramount, immediate sig=
nificence. The German people will have to be first defeated, then dis=
armed, policed, in many cases punished; but they will also, and above
all, have to be mentally cured. To assert that the Germans are in=
curable," means practically to deny the possibility of lasting peace.
The (German cheracter heas been shaped by history -- not by any innate
"racial" conditions. This cheracter cen and must be changed by means
of education -- or else we are bound to have another war, in twenty-
five wvears or sooner,

The re-education of the German people will have to be planned and

prepared as one of the vital campalgns in ocur effort to win the peace.

out here in the field, "somewhere in Italy," I am hardly in a
position to know exactly how much planning and preparing has already
been done. All discussions of the German question lesd sewsmew to the
conclusion that the German people will somehow have to be re-educated;
but in none of the many books and articles dealing with thés problem
do we find enything like a definite educational program. Have the
basic objectives of the coming pedagogicel campaign already been clari=
fied and formulated? Are there competent individuals @ or committees
in charge of thls delicate and vitally important job?

All Germen school books -- especially the history books -- will
have to be revised. The whole personnel of Germasn schools and univer=
sities must undergo a strict and thorough examination testing the
political and moral qualifications of every teacher, professor, and
lecturer. Film indastry and newspapers, the repertoires of theaters
and radlo stations -- all mediums of instruction, propsgends snd enter=

tainment will have to be supervised and directed according to a new
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cultural pollicy. It will not be enough to refute or to ignore the
absurd doctrines of Nezism; it will the task of pedagogues and pub=
liciats fto explain and popularize the very ideasls and traditions which
are at stake in this crisis of our civilization.

Neturallv, the instruction and enlightenment of children can be onlr
one aspect and one special department of this vast educational effort,
the object of which should be the German population in its entirety.
Yet among all the "targets" of the coming pedagogzic attack, German
vouth may prove the most significant and the most promising one.

Qur moral victory will not be complete, unless we succeed in con=
vincing German youth =-- through our deeds even more than through our
arguments -- that our way of life is prefersble to the Nazi way of
life; that our 1ideas are right, and that Hitler's idess are wrong.

The new generetion in post-War Germany mist not only be technically
orevented from provoking another war; it must be brought up in a spirit
which excludes and rejects the mere thought of war as & possible wey
to increase GCermanv's might and glory.

Among the many mlstakes made by the defunct Weimar Republie, the
gravest one was maybe that the republican leaders utterly failed to

reform the German schools and universities. I was brought up in pre-

=
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tler Germeny, and I know that even during the comparatively peaceful

vears following World Wer One the spirit prevailing in German educational

institutions wes that of extreme, agcressive nationslism.

But I also know that there were other more approvable potentiaslities
in the cheracter of that particular German generation. The influcnce
of the so-called Germean Youth Movement still was powerful in that time,

and this influence was apt to counterbalance, to a certain extent, the
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dangerous chauvinism preached and promoted bv most of our professors,

e}

It is impossible to understend German youth of today without being
femilier with thaet strange and quite unigue phenomenon =- the German

Youth Movement. It all started shortly before the first World Wer ss a

kind of emotional upheaval of some high-minded young men and women --
fervently opposed to the maeterislism end the drabness of modern in=
dustrial cix.rilization./{
The German Youth Movement -- in contrast to slleee less pretentiouns
vouth orzanizations in other Europesn countries and in the United States
-- represented a philosophy or "Weltanschavung" (to use that typlecally

German vague and bombestic term). The—lesading-thousht-ef-this phidlosophy

was, Back To Naturel P O f'r : f e o

A/1 / el il v f
. fF | '( —
' /
! s :
S f ‘ o~ €
et | } 4 o’ s St ] G ’L: J

r.f'-.' ' P f :._ ;L’“-' | r’ [ {’- .{ ﬁ,-* %




THE GERMAN PROBLEM~-CHILDREN

Among the many atrocity pictures I have seen in the course of the
nest few months, there was one that struck me as particulerly signi=
ficant and thoughs-provoking. It showed three young German boys at the
ages between eight and eleven, who had fired from an ambush at some
of our soldiers in one of the Allied-occupled German towns. The three
1ittle snipers looked by no means like savage rufflans; on the contrary,
they appeered rather well-bred and depper -- typical scions of &
"pegpectable” German middle-clsss femily. Yet theilr action proved
that thev are dangerous little rascals.

what is wrong with those youngsters? ,krer—‘-h'w"Ihdend esqe:ﬂ:iall
diffepeént—from-hoys—in otl;w‘r count iaw or 18 1t just i-:ﬂ'at "he'ir i;g

met TIPS minas HEVe” De qutam'atica.&'lv corr.mtqd'ﬁ/- cuz-ﬁnod’v' Arn
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they bv mﬁw gnd criminal -- tainted Mhereditar}r
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vices and m_abaeama-l-i-%-iﬂ --, or are thev just misguided and

maddle~-headed? - j {v//_ =

THeEre-can e -no-doubt - thét-the Nazd- sn-—aper ppt
AT,

It does not seem likely that the W iazi Germany should

a0 l,f Py, 7 (&N |
triéa“ﬂﬁut indoec=

be by nature.different. from.children in otng'r-
trination is terribly thorough and systematic... and iy sterts early.
The deliberate neglection and distortion of the truthf-:betins in
school -- even before... Education under the Hitler rezime is indeed
a "gchool for Barbarians," as it has been called. /The Germen kid has
been made believe that he belongs to a "master ra;:e" whose supreme

mission it is to fight all inferior races and fimally to conquert the

world... Fantastic ideas about other nations... Absurd concept;ions...
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;/ If it would be a mistake to overestimate the innate, 1incurable
/ nastiness in the charscter of a young Germen, it would be equally
fellecious to underestimate the thoroughness -wwa=@@®r of ... indoc=

trination.

¢ ur press
:Aact, it i1s“guite some time ago since I had an opportunity to tel

hwith children of this partteular type and upbringing. Yet they seem

familiar to me; for I am only too'ver-.'_ge_d in the obnoxious ideology

ﬁhr-t has shaped their thou;-—htq-' besides T Imow their ol‘lﬁ.wum

g W'that might be thelr bt-others. l

-
Prisoners “s... Many were only children... idssabe Scyenteen, even

.

vounger... Even the“glder ones Wema appeared.$¢ be on the moral and
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intellectual level of a cibld...

~ Yes some were nasty fe Sees ™
- Some Nazi fanat
i The majorip¥, apathetic... Waiting for somet .
~~ "z'
= n effort it will be, to meke @B civilized htwmen beings
& Tout of theml Yet it has to be done...
™
c\-,‘f Whatever opinions ebout Germany... : Re-education essentlal...
WSS
0N 0f course, whole nation will have to be educated... Medlums for

@ educationel campaign -- not only school books but film, theater, press,
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Yot education of youth for many reesons most important, --

/

Youth -=- future. -- Youth #- more flexible, impressioneble, van be

influenced ~-- wgs which é particularly true of children... Youth
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nes been of special Nazi attention, since beginning of Hitler

movementa...

Nazls have exploited, nobt onlv the agsressive instincts of youn
people ut also ir ideslism...

iazls .08 chosen menv disgulises == in reality "Revolution of
yihilism..." . but one © i+s favourite formules: Revolution of

Bante in YOutr rovement
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pmong the many atroclty plectures I have seen in the course of the
past few months, there was one that struck me as particularly signi=
ficant and thought-provoking. It showed three young German boys at
the aces between eight and eleven, who had fired from an ambush &t
some of our soldiers in one of the Allied-occupied German towns.
The three little snipers locked by no means like savage ruffians;
on the contrary, they appeared rather well-bred and dapper -- typicel
scions of a "respectable" German middle-class family? Yet there

YASTals

sction proved that they were dangerous little femebles,

What is wrong with those youngsters? Are they indeed essentially
different from boys in other countries? Or is it just that their
immature minds have been wan*onlv corrunted and confused? Are they

¥ s
by nature wiesg wasty and &rrog&nt, or are they just misguided and

muddle-headed? Are thew.incurable criminals-and fanatics, or are thev

just _wild kids who amuse themselves with bleoodyr, hamerdous pranks?

rf-ewgenttally evil Teces. Uﬁﬂ
If their semeszivenecsscsnd-erreor murderous instincts are heredi=

tary and innate, then we hag better renounce all hope to influence
a ¥ ol

and change their characteﬁv&if their present agressiveness and arro=
gance are only the result of propagands and education, we may have
g chence to meke civilized human beings out of them.

ﬁ {"-:.,.--{ ‘ff\
\ Now, to paagnmg_that they are incurable means.to accept, Nazil
‘~ L
\bw;aw—of en-essentially M evil race. mat ¢chlld
P AT SN (St )
iahincurably bad.... then President Rooaeveltlrdnﬁqppngﬁﬁnen saying,

in his meew-memerable address of 22 October, 19044: "lWie <« bring

no oharge ageainst the German race as such, for we cannot WBelieve that
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nod has eternally condemned any race of humanity... e

Timesssseet, |t m u 8 t De possible to educate... §?4 &
On the other hamd, it would be folly~to underrate the difficultvﬂ’

Nazi doctrinetion is.dppallingly thorough and systematic... It begins

earlybei'ln many cases thﬁfﬁﬁrents help+s. School; etc... It is &

._Jf-l . f o , ‘ < !' Sy P F" # - g
tné€mendous task r\ti’f ey ?{- '?“t o ©p L e
P « 24 i
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[ There are mava;ifferent schools of thought as regards the
Ferman problem. But there is one baslic point about which all the
fschocls undoubtedly agree; the German people, and especiaily-serman
!vouth, have to be re-educated... No matter what kind of conditions -~
military, economic, and political -- the "Unconditional Surrender"
formale-mer—imply -- the issue of Germany's mop&#l and political re=
education remaina of paramount, 1mzediate/}ﬁ%0rtﬁnce. The German
people, after Hitlar's defeat, will have to be disarmed, policed,
in meny cases punishgd; but they #ill also, and sbove all, have to
mentally cured. ....‘The Germsf cherscter has been shaped by history --
not by any innate and ﬁnchangeable "pacisl" conditions. This charecter
cen and mst be changed bﬁ.mggns of education -- or else we are

bound to heve another ﬁaﬂ/ in twenty vears ea—yeers, if not sooner.

1t is a tremendous task -- not to be preformed in a few months

or vears but in decades. But it has to be done...
The re-education of the German people willl have to be planned

end prepared as one of the vital campaigns _in our effort to win the

neace, ..

. :
0f course, this educationel effort wil ems not be limited to GCovuan
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vouth but mist comprise whole nation... Yet youth will be our speclal
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It is difficult to say which age will prove

the most responsive ong
1t might be hoped that the yvoungsters will prove comparatively

688V... Their minds still soft, impregy ionable, flexible -- can be
influenced and shaped... Children forget aquickly and easily..e.

"he boys

20 -- more thoroughly indoctrinated...
No pre-Hitler memorieﬂﬂ..

q_( .EL ’ ..k 7 7

But, : german soldiers, I heve found young fellows
disillusioned,
don't have not consciously witnessed heyday of Nazlism =

- when they
joined the army, decline had elresdy begun... Fellows in

wenties appeared more COCKy and arrogant =-- remembering the militery
triumphs of 1839 and 1840...

But then, there are no sbsolute rules...

1 have found various
tvpes in all age-goupS...
ves, there were nasty fellows amon them -- dumb, brutal, com=
nlacent, incapable of any generous impulse or any honest, independent
thourht.
=

can they be educated? Will they ever respond to thn/J appesl

reason and decency? Frenkly, 1 do not think so; nor do I know what

should be dong‘with them. The only argument they understand is phy=
j'\'l_-"\( j
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THE GERMAN YOUTH MOVEMENT

AAA
Recently there have been reports about e—Germen under ground anti-

Nezi organization 1ln Germany, called Edelweiss Pirates -- consisting

of half-grown boys and girls... The group does not seem to be very strong;
Cr e
vet it is significant -- fiﬂft fbe?ausu i le -of—the—few organized
J ] f-rf-)
nucleus of resistance under HimmJ?F,s dictatorship... and especially

becguse it 1s a movement of ¥y o ung people, whom most people might

suspect to be ardent Nazis...

Movement -- growing
The "Pirat s" -- spread a1l over the country -- most active in the
;\‘U 1 -M; . Fr_'pf“i"l(('l ﬁ\\,‘_.

Rhinelend. fﬁilitant, aggressive, rather bold. Forming small bands; night
attacks on Nazis., Sabotage and harrass Hitler Youth, to which meny
"pipates" formerlv belonged. Found it dull and sterile...

Alpine flower as symbol... OWn songs... as correspondents put it,

#in the tredition of the German Youth Movement," In fact, it seems that
the "pirstes",.. rooted ... in Youth Novement ...
#het 1is the German Youth Vovement?

A rather unigue affair -- typical ermnn, unthinkable in any other

| : . 1&? P
countrv... g /} RS f\/o AL h_-f_.gi{_:_f}m‘-i"‘—t HTE

It all started shortly pefore the firqt Wor Wer as a kind of /
f‘JtE}\f o AR h v, & j-ﬁm!‘{fﬁ /

amattUnHi“&ﬁhe&#a&~e£na@mﬂ high-minded young men and women i-_farventbp

T o et ek Ll ’
: e materislism and the drabness of modern industrial civili:

zation. —— .lﬂﬂ.jffi LMt <o ﬁuh‘J-\,ﬂﬂmA JL‘L;LT 3

(xfrJ__rJ;ﬂ_%ha—befinning~—thj~fonth*rhvemynt—was definitely;- LnaeAd emphati=

Eﬁiiw'ﬂnﬁﬁItﬁlcdl Bovs and girls met st picturesque spot -- preferably

Dvﬂ-\ﬂa

P L
on mgzgggén Pﬁ:k&e b&glﬁlear%anaegingoﬁfsﬁg” They made extensive hikes
S together, sang ancient songs, danced around bongfires, and pasedeebond
s -"‘ref. RS I AR 5 /L.‘ﬁ‘fuac_.
—y 2 *ﬁhnut the beauties of fermen-scensries. ihey-bedieved
Ay
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{({Thev disapproved of bourgeois conventi Jciga;gttes big cities, Lol
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modern technique, and the +$he oder older ceneration. They believed °
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in Free lLove and in the @ privileges of Youth.
the notion of Youth was to them not only a natural and enjoyable

stage of life; it was something divine.... They kept raving sbout their
being young and ; they despised and pittied ths old folks... Youth be=
came a fetish, a program, and & battle-cry. "We are yvoungl" insisted the
mem "Wandering Birds," with ecdgiic obstinacy...

The battle-cry proved attractive, The Youth Movement gained consi=
derable influence., It created its own artistic qtvle -- a rather precious
atvls, n# ed on, medieval p terne.d-;LThﬁreﬂﬂ-re Bonts and pedagogues

f.« b wd ﬁr(
? | became iﬁfnrnstnd... There were countrv schools directed in the spirit

= Vazio—t bOLiw 22 Frae

r | of the Movement... A whole literature...

! Then came World War One and interrupted these idyllic goings-on.
= :
¢ |The generation which was had founded the Youth Movement perished on

\tna battlefields of Flanders and Russlia...
|
|
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After the War, the Youth Movement was revived... During the post-

-~

War vesrs it played an important role., Its influence @€ was on the
whole wholesome and refreshing, for all its excesses and eccentricities.

Tt counterbalenced, on the hand, the vogue of jazz end night-clubs of

';,;Wr-'f-"w}

1the "Roaring Twenties;" on the other hand, the reactionary, sticky
f r— oqw“ere nrevailing inkjerman publie school, even during thqﬁyears.
¥ ‘_,:} & i L— - z______.
| E
} +he-¥eimey Republie.,

Among the meny mistakes made by ﬁge defunct Weimar Republic, the

gravest one was meybe that the democratic leaders utterly failed to
f!'ﬁftn'\41ﬁ ba g b ;

reform the 8erm&n—3chbaﬂa_anu_uniuanaibie&. I was brought up in pre-

Hitler Germany, abd I know that e?en th during those comparatively

besceful yesrs the spirit prevailinb in Gag.most uermanf jeducational
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institutions was that of extreme, agyressive nationalism.

After having suffered from the reactionary of & "Gvmnasium"
which I anttended in Wunich, I aprreclated agisseSoiasdsbivevery different

stvle of a Free country school, "odenwaldschule," near Heldelberg. Its

lesder. Paulus Geheeb, was one of the veterans of Youth Movement. lhe
liberal, humenitarian...

achool was.,.. idealistic, humaene, cosmopolitan... (Geheeb, incidentally,

left Germany, as soon as Hitler came to power, and founded a new country

school in Switzerland -- Hcole de 1l'Humanité : School of Mankind...)

The Youth Movement began to change itf qhar%ct?? during the last
£ [ Ame 4T W4

years preceding the outbreak of the Third Reicﬂ¥41t Wes gradually split
e A,

up into varions political SiQiiRde—ewd religious groups -- Catholie,

Communistic, Social-Democratic, congeRFaiise, nationslistic... Gradually

the netionelistic wing became more and more predominant,

The Nazis have exploited and abused all kinds of ideologies; they
have tried to appeal to the most different instincts and traditions =--
conservative, snarchistic, etc. A Germen refugee and former colleborator
of Hitler -- Hermann Rauschning -- has coined the most definition of
Nazism when calling it the "Revolution of Nihilism" --tthat 1is to say,
the revolution without aim and program, the revolution that leads no=
e teek—p b e A
@/@w «_ﬁffwh ﬁ"fmﬂﬂfﬁ%‘;ﬁ_fﬁt‘i’iﬁﬁ
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The Nazis liked to speak and think of thelr movement as ea "ﬁ?volution
of Youth."

when still sﬁruggling for power, they wooed all classes and sectors
of the m.:: the peasants and the working men, Hitwleht-owners-ana”

#me bic business and middle class... Thev promised everything anﬁ to

evervbodV...
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Rut more than anything else -- youth...

They succeeded fairly well -- at least temporarily...

They attained their aim by eppealing to lowest instincts and by
attracting the lowest type of German youth... rhe young Nazi hero,
Horst Wessel, for instance, was =-- a3 is generally known == an ordinary
pimp and professional ruffian...

But Nazli propaganda cén also work in & more subtle WAY e P eiee
... Goebbels was not sgtisfied with winning over the scum of German

vouth; his siren songs werse salso addressed to the nobler parts...

J
Ee gppealed to peiism romgn+iciqm-.., M Ok fir[ L L
M {th i) (e A LRTEL e @
Nazism presented itself as the heIr of Youth Movement... Lo fanet

Then Ceme—tfEtime=of , with Hitler's coming to power, began Fupasa
f}{-._,«
for Germany the time of hﬁ#ﬁmﬂ, war preparatiou. Everything il
was subordinsted to this one purpose =-- to meke the nation ready

for the imperisltsic wer... All economic and intellectusl activities

were "co-ordinated" -- gleichgeschaltet --

pducation -- almost neddless to say -- played an important role
in Hitler!'s comprehsensive scheme of morel and material resrmament .
The schools where @ whole genersation wes jnfected with the bacillus

* \ B DL qmrw“ﬂ;in ) : 2

of racial ﬁ;t@%ereﬂcs and shanvinistic aggressiveness, Were £3 indis=
pensable for Hitler's world-conquering plans as were the factorles
produding planes and tanks.__1[liigzzjt:::7

The Youth yMovement hed long ceased to exist officially. All youth
orgenizations became part of the Hitler Youth, & which every % Germany

bov is compelled to join...
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vet the "Edelwelss Pirates" seem to prove that the spamie-of-wbne”

Nazis heve not succeeded in extinguishing the spark of the Youth

Vovement altogether... Some young people begin te realize that their

jdealism has been cvnically abused, misguided, cheated... /[
U,\,._y{u ’}Jl.r"-\-vf. p‘) i

it would be a dangerous fallacy to overrate the influence

0f course,

or the number of those young men and women opposing the Nazl régime.
But it would also be wrong to ignore or to belittle the existence

of such a current...
There waame are other promising symptoms...
which occured
The anti-Nazl riotspat Munich University, back in 1942 ,and resulted
in the execution of one girl student and of two young men, The incident
wos provoked bv & public speech of & high Nazi officlal, Paul Gilesler,

who attacked end ridiculed female students, and, when the girls left

the suditorium as a gesture of protest, had them arrested by the 58
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re—fretarYoutin 1T defeated Germeny ———wit1—e 86% apathetic,
! L]
dA 2 o
¢

Aisillusionsd; rhélpless, cynicel, exhausted...

1o % Nazi fanaties -- potential guerilla fighters, likely to cause

s a & »
:, 4 i 2 o 3 * - 3 L o . =, P . Al 1~ i} -
19 nrotentisl friends... If we approach them the ri ht way, they
s

mev help us in controlling the hostile minority and educating the

apathetic majority.
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iﬁ_guanzarg_aiffiault,mﬁv.be-thse’betﬁéen‘the ages of 20 and 251

who mre_too voung to have anv meepre-Hitler memories,.but old |

enourh to w@ be Completely indoctringtgg..f“ﬁﬁi;e-thawwﬂﬂngntﬁrﬁ

Morsover, they have seen Nazdgmed¥ its hevday -- the years of |

Hitlert's clory, 1940 s<""hereas the youligsters were not in a }
- e — ;
nosition to asfreciste the meaning of those dayvs: their Tirsé

-

.1gn$ of Nezlsm-are-of the davs of-deeline,eet-Nazism after
v

In order to understand the character of German youth, one has to
know something about the so-cglled Germen Youth Movementvayhis
rether-—unique movement-étarted shortly before the Flrst Wérld
Wwer, es. a kind of romantlc rebellion azezinst bthe mechenizatlion
of our time... Young pecple, boys and girls, wandering through
the lovely scenerieso of German countrvside -- the so=-called
"Wandervdgel", Wandering Birds --, camping in the open air,
einging old folkséhgs;ﬁﬁesring long hair se& , no stocking, san=
dals, and primitive clothes... But in reelity, e11 this was
behind all this was a good deal of philosophy -- "Weltanschau=
wnr“:-fn the ggrmeqa cen't do anvthing without that kind of

— v\
thing...{Rebellion of youth against the mechanization of modern

time, away from the bilg cities, back to the  bip-cidétes Nature.../\
After the War, Youth Movement was revived and developed...
1t 3 beczme political... There was varilous groups -=- Cathollc, 4

gocial-Democratic, conservative, nationalistic, ‘Communist...

Lol #] o~ 1 _ 3 B l : .if S




Nationalistic element becgijfmnre and more predominant... Nazlils
were very good at exploiting the emotional appesl of the Youth
¥ovement for their own puropses... Wooed youth... Flattered its
vanity... National Socialism kr, aptly de--f';iner:“: as "Revolution of
Ninilism": whieh is to say, the revolution of nothingness,the
revolution without aim and program. It has been presented as the
Conservative Revolution,..... But most freguently as the Revolu=
tion of Youth... There cen be no doubt that German youth hes
supported Hitler more enthuslast 1ca1]:;~;r than anv other sector of
the Germen nation... fﬁﬂg | ‘ | s ;
Is this still the case? — *‘tﬁ—— L N

To & certain degree -- undoubtedly. No use to-fool ourselves...

= qnve to face the fact thest. Germen-vouth-still predojinantiv . :9 / h?
— I ! Y,
Wnder Hifl?PTE spell... Will be a tough job te~efIlighten ang {Er“~-_
t . e [ PP B |
hire them... P . e 9'; Are Fata
Hpwever, EﬁJﬂDﬂﬂﬂfBE ? miatakaﬁin_i*nﬂtﬁwﬂrﬂ“:;}ttle the mérw }”1¢¥ld)

mising prospects..l
[he very tradition of the Youth Movement, on which Nazlsm capita=
1ized, contains elements end potentialities ... Humeniterian

spirit, compatible with internationalism... integrity... fervor.. s —=
veses lle mav 21so count on disillusionment... natural ¥ tendency |

of voung people to oppose whatever happens to be in power...:

which heppens to be Nazism,..

promising svmptoms: so-called xdelweiss~PRraten -- directly derived
from Youth mDvement.z... Munich University +hich used to be Nazi

forress... Riot... I met PW who participated... His hatred...
Wi

was exceptional; yet there were others...
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K German Youth

The boy on this picture is fifteen years
old. As a sniper, he was shooting at Allied
troops — until he was finally caught and
had to surrender. That was the end of his
playing soldier; his puerile dream of war and
heroism was OVer...

It is.a tragic picture. The tragedy it pre-
sents is not only that of defeat and captivity.
The lad’s face has a long, bitter story to tell.
His features have been marked by early, hard
experiences and evil adventures.

For a boy of his age, there should be no-
thing but studying and playing. But instead
of teaching him how to become a sensible
and civilized human being, the Nazis have
trained him for murder. An innocuous kid -—
that's what he really is, or what he ought to
be. The Nazis, however, have made a dan-
gerous -fanatic out of him.

The Nazis have cheated this yopg man out
of his youth — him and his whole generation.
Millions of ,vmmE Germans are being poisoned
and abused by an irresponsible leadership =—
just as thgaunfortunate, bewildered and cor-
rupted child in our picture. Callow boys —
their minds addled by propaganda lies —
may believe that they serve the Fatherland
when helping, with their feeble powers, 10
prolong the lost war — thus increasing their
own suffering and that of their families.

We wished that the German war-lords and
politicians of annihilation could see the por-
trait of this desperate lad. It should appear
to them in their dreams — the woeful face
of a sacrificed generation. If the tightly closed
lips of this boy could speak — what terrible
accusations would the false leaders have to
listen to!

But the great criminal, who has ruined this
young man's life as he has countless others,
is not willing or able, perhaps, to hear the
cries of his vietims. Frozen in his own sel-
fishness and mania of grandeur, he listens
only to the sinister advices of® his famous
¢ inner wvoice ». More and more victims —
that is what his cursed «inner voice » re-
guires; more and more yvoung lives, oceans
of blood and tears, senseless destruction,
without aim, without end...

But if he, the Fihrer, .is blind and deal
to human suffering — you, German soldier,
still have ears to hear and eyes to see with!
Look at the wouth in our picture! He might
be your brother, or your son, or your younger
comrade. Don't you feel sorry for him? Do
you wani to continue fighting until all Ger-
man youth becomes like this figure of misery

and horror?

| ——

The continuation of the War
means the destruction of
the German people!
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