MON

MONACENSIA

Verbundkatalog Kalliope

Pan-Europe - Now? An Open Letter to the Publisher of

"European World".

Mann, Klaus

Rom, 1946-04-00

Nutzungsbedingungen

Bei zahlreichen Dokumenten auf monacensia-digital.de sind die Urheberrechte bereits abgelaufen. Sie
sind gemeinfrei und dirfen ohne weitere Ricksprache mit der Monacensia weiterverwendet werden.
Bei den Dokumenten, bei denen noch Urheberrechte bestehen, mussen fir eine Weiterverwendung
stets die Rechteinhaber*innen angefragt werden sowie eine Publikationsgenehmigung der Monacensia
eingeholt werden. Das Zitatrecht bleibt hiervon unberihrt.

Zur Erteilung einer Publikationserlaubnis wenden Sie sich bitte an:

Monacensia im Hildebrandhaus

Literaturarchiv

Adresse: Maria-Theresia-StraRe 23, 81675 Minchen
E-Mail: monacensia.literaturarchiv@muenchen.de

Terms of use

The copyrights for numerous documents on monacensia-digital.de have already expired. They are in
the public domain and may be reused without further consultation with Monacensia. In the case of
documents for which copyrights still exist, the copyright holders must always be contacted for further
use and publication permission must be obtained from the Monacensia. The right to quote under
copyright law remains unaffected by this. To obtain permission for publication, please contact:

Monacensia im Hildebrandhaus:

Literaturarchiv

Address: Maria-Theresia-StralRe 23, 81675 Minchen
E-Mail: monacensia.literaturarchiv@muenchen.de

Visual \\Llibrary



PAN-EUROPES -= NOWT

BY KLAUS MANN

AN OPEN LETTER T0 THE PUBLISHER OF "“EUROPEAN «ORLD"

iy

Ky dear S

nor Milo di Villegrazia,
It wus with considerable interest that I heve besn reasdin:
the first issunes of your magazing =« particulsrly your openin

manifesto, Europs Ante Omnia, First of all, let me congratnlate

vyou on vyour lwwhgiedy stim:lating effort. I am in full symnathy

ith your ultimite goel -- the creatlon of r Buropesn Faderatio:

or, better stlll, the United States of Burope. Being of Buropeun
origin and educsted in a Eurcpean spirit, I have alwveys been keenly
wwire of the lnsoluble tles and affinities connecting the Luropean
nutions among each other. Europe 1s an organic entity, an indivisible
thole == we all know that., There can be no doubt that Count Couden=

hove=Ki« lepizi's Pan-European program was essentlally sound and justi=

fled. 1= very young man, back in the early twenties, I embraced
who leheartedly his 1deas &nd tried to promote them by lseturin nd

#ritine for his Pen-Europsa movement. But then eame Hitler,..

{ith Germeny in the hands of irrespeonaible sdventurers and Fasecils:
pread] 11 over the continent, the Pan-European 1deal becape
suddenly somewhit problemsztiesl, What kind of United Europe did we
want? A Federsetion under the auspices of Hitler, Franco, and Mugso=
1lini? 4+ "Fortress of Burope," dominated by Nezi Germsany!

Clearly, there could be no progressive, pesceful FPsn-Surope,

&8 long as Fuehrer &and Duce remained in power, 1he most urgent,

most wvitel task now confronting all "good Buropeans" was, to get




1

rid of the gangsters., It took nesrly six years of tough fighting
but in the end 1t wes done: Nuzi-Fascism was defeeted, Wes this not
the natursal moment to restert aund revitalize the cumpal.n aiming at
the continent's overduns unification?

It would seem so; and still, the aprroval with which 4 read your
Pan-guropean appeal is curiously mixed with doubt s&nd apprehension.
Is the present situation setually propitiouns for the creutlion of
Burop2&n n}nwr-ﬁt't“? Should we -« can we be for Pan-Byrope, now!

Frankly, I do not think so, Of courase, Pan-Burope will have to
come into being =- sooner or later, Rather & 1little 1later; in any
ease, not now =- not richt away. World-politicsl conditions do not
favour your project.

T'here are, in my opinion, two ma jor “=cté& complicating or pre=
ventine the ereation of a Buropean Federation, at this point. 1he
first obstucle is the defeated Reich; the second, the victorlous
Soviet Union,

As for the former, vour manifesto deals with it In a manner which
strikes me as drenmeadd insdequate and superficial, The latter point
-- even more complex and more significant! -- 1s hardly mentioned
£11, That is why I find your introductory "declaration of faith'
unsatisfactory, even though not without persuasive, thou ht-provokin
er.uments,

Lat me first expl:uin to you whv I cannot share your optimism us
recards the Germen rroblem, Germany, you assert, “would practically
cease to be a mensce," onee that a Europesn Federation will have been
established. For hew could the Reich attempt to dominate the whole
continent, 1f there 1s "only one federal Wer Offilce and one fodo
7?1H&&;fh9 idea does not seem to have occured to you that Vermany --

the strongest, most dvnamic nation of the continent, besldes Russia --

Qv
mi.ht attempt to use v federal Wor Office and




uments for her own aggressive purposes. Yr raether, the
oceured to vou, but you try to brush 1t salde by sug=
esting, in parenthesis, that "it might be advisable to exclude the

jermans" from those "organisms" (1.e, federal War Uffice and army/

"fop a cortzin number of wears owing to their bad precedents,"”

Whet jeak and inconsistent compromise! Either CGermany is
table to the Europeun Federation, or she is not. But 1f you
trust her sufficiently to let her participate in the federal
nd Wer Office -= how could you udmit her to the Federal law
and Government? If the Germans sare not good enough to serve
Buropesn soldiers == how could thev be good Emropean citizens?
obviously, without Germun participation there can be no United
qtutes of Europe., But 1s German participation desirable =- 1a 1t
o 8ssi1ble, under present conditions? The answer 1ls* no., Uerman
narticination is not -- or not vet -- desireble or possible,

jermany 18 unecceptuble beesuse those nations who had to suffer
¢n pa— S —— ¥ _
most from her agiresslpsppen -- ettty 'ronce, Lzechoslovakl:,
\JAOSCAM L)
Polend, wor"mh,lﬁreec@, The Netherlands -- would hurdly be inclined
to collaborate with her within the framework of u federal State,
jepmany 1s unacceptable because she is todasy not the master of her
own destinv but depends on the victorious powers occupylng her terri=

tory. How could Pan-Burope be cepuble of deullng, "on & fodting of

complate egu:lity," with the Great Ones =- as you think 1t should =--,
if the largest, most importont member of

to 1live under dowmiase Allled tutel:ge?

spmany 18 unuceceptable, not so much becsuse of her past slns and

the Faderetion is compelled

errors, a8 beecanse of her present moral snd politiesl condltion,
Ihere spe not the slichtest signs of repentance or understanding
noticesble in the German charsecter. The Germens are shockingly un=

18 arrogent, a8 insidious, &s dangerous as ever., Still




Nazls at heart, they do not regret anything, except thelr defeat,

They are not interested in Burope -- only in thelr revenge. fes, thevy
would welcome the Federstion =-- 58 a deviee to be used in their own
interest. And their intereat, their ambition, their fixed idea remsins
what 1t has always beent powe r ! The "mester race" has by no
means &bdicated,

Even now Cermany continues to work for her sinister purposes. Through
all kinds of devious channels, Germsn (and pro=-German, Neo-Fgacist)
propagends tries to increase and exploit any existing or potential
tension between the Soviet Union, on the one hand, and the Anglo-Sexons,
on the other. This tragic tension is indeed the great hope, the Jjoy, the
trump, the triumph of all Fascist-minded, war-minded people in post=-
Fasclst, post-war Burope. Which brings me to the second main point
specking agrinst premature establishment of a federal European system,

For any EBuropean unicon thut might meterislize under present con=
ditions would inevitably become an ally, if not an annex, of one of
the two greut power blocs -=- either the Russlan or the dnglo-Ssxon.
The Anglo-Saxons do not want, snd would not tolerste, the formetion of
8 Pan=-Europe under Soviet auspices -- windele just as the Soviets do not
want, end would not tolerste, the establishment of a Fan-fiurope spon=
sored by the Anglo-Saxons.

You, Signor Milo di Villagrazia, must know &ll this es well as 1
doy vet you talk as thouzh you were unaware of those basle facts,

Your menifesto starts from an incorrect supposition, i4he Fen-Zurope
you desgire and advocate would not and could not be &n independent
political entity, sble to funetion as "e passage, & conjunction bet®
ween the Anglo-Saxon and the Russian world" (es you put 1t), Europe
is todavy a defested, prostrated, impoverished continent, 1he Luropesan

Federation, if established now, would belong either to the Euassisn or

to the Anclo-Saxon sphere of influence,




Let us be resalistic! The division of Europe into two irect spheres

+]

of influence is & fect -~ whether we like it or not. 1, for one, do

not like it -- and I suppose vou don't, either, But there we are: we'qd

better face the atate of affrirs as it netuslly 1is,
I don't say that this state of affalrs is inspiring or thet it ought

to be miintuined for ever. On the contrary, the status gug in the world,

ind partiecularly in Europe, is, in mv opinion, most unsatisfactory,
most slirming., The pesce we ape polng to get (1f any) will be a dublons
compromnise -= vervy much like the Peace of Weastphalls which ended the

Thirty Year War, and which Hegel desecribed us & "eine konstituierte

Anarchie" (4 legally esteblished anarehy), And how could 1t be other=
wise? The victorious powers -- namely, the Russlans and the é&nglo-
Americans -~ do not trust ound do not like each other,

There has never been much sympaithy and confidence between them,
The Soviet Union has always regarded the cepitalistiy world s hep
potential enemy -« sand wasn't she guite rlght in dolnz sof Lhe woviet
Union is today, nnd has alwavs been, alone, isoluted, hated. Why?
iecrnuse of her "Slav expansionist poliev?" But she was sttecked and
boycotted when she hsd no militsrvy power and could certasinly not have
rigsked any "imperialistic adventures.,”

Hes Russiz aroused the general csnimosity beecsuse her regime is
dictatorship, not & democreacy? But, curliously enough, the same peoplsa
who discover their ardently demoerstic principles when criticizing the
Soviet Union, were perfectly willing to do business with liit ler, and
are even now guite lenient and tolerant when i1t comes to desling with
Hitler's old satdllite, Francisco Frunco of Spein,

The simple truth 1is that the Soviet Union is todsy, and has zlways
been, unpopuler in the capitelistde world, not becsuse she is "eutho=
ritarian®™ or "imperinlistic," but becuuse she is communist, Wealthy

people, guite understendsbly, are opposed to Communism. Fublic opinion




in t1 capitulist world is shaped, controlled, directed by the rich

I can guess what vou may now be thinking, diear Signor &ilo di
Villagrazia. "He's a Communist,” that's what vou think -- shru gin
your shoulders quite dissustedly. Or meybe you chocse te ¢ 11
"fsllow=traveller" or "parlour pink,'

#ell, I hapren to be nothing of the kind, If 1 were, 4 perteinly

would not hesitate to say so; but the truth is thet I am not, and have

never heen, Compunist or "ePellow=traveller.” 1 do not belleve
in Marxism. (How ecould I? -- being an artiat, that 1is te ssy an in~

cursble individuslist, and, moreover, preoccupied with reli:lous,
metephvsies]l problems.) 1 do not believe in dictsatorship., 4+ wonld
not like to live in Hussia, It wes not by accident that L went to

the United Stetes of Amerlec rhen there was no place for people of

]

stamp in Faseist Europe uanymore. 1 went to #merieca because 4 be=
lieve in demoeracy and beeaunse I 1like the Americen way of 1life, (It'e
the Americsn way of 1ife I like «- not the Russi n!) L try to be
;00d pmerican citizen, and for almost three years 1 heve tried to
be ood American soldier in the defense of the U,S5, Cponstitution
. W . : q N %5 4
shich I hsave sworn to uphold. (;tNUS td?_ﬁf ?5 )
tn e, 4 -
L]

W

cdmpnebbonvo b 1n this particular context; for in witeh-huntin

1t seems advissble, if not necesszry, alas

davs such ss ours, anyvone who ventures to asy a word for the ~Poviet
Union risks to be suspected of the most sinister motives, But 1 have
no sinister motives at ©ll when stating, plainly und frankly, thot
I am sick and tired of the hypocrisy 1 sense in most of the current
talk about and against Russla,

Why are people so surprised to find the Soviets distrustful and

uncoonerstive in their attitude toward the western powers? Haven't




the western powers ;“ied their very best to ruiln the Spoviet Unionf

A8 soon 48 the revolutionary recime wes established, the dnglo-Ameprl=
cans attempted to stamp it out by meens of milltary intervention., ¥hen
thlis menoeuvre failed, the capitalist world began to boycot the socis=

1ist colossus dilromatieally, politicelly snd economically. ‘he feapr

'
of Russis and Nmeedsd Comrunism wes t h e decisive f cterk Inter=

nationul politiecs, from 1218 up to 1959. The great democrsacles fauvoured,
fostered, fincnced Fasclism everyvhere =s & "defen§e mechanism agsinst
Bolshevism." Abvasinia, the Spanish Republic, Cgechoslovekla were

sold out in order to strengthen the Anti-Comintern.

It is true that, in the summer of 1939, Moscow made the dlsgraceful
mistake of signing s non-ezgression pact with Nazl Germuny, thus en™
abling Hitler to atteck the west, But was this cynical gesture not
the direct, logical consenuence of enother blunder -- even more
fetel, even more treacherous =-- committed previously by the demo=
cracies? Without Munich, there would have been no Stz lin-Hitler Fect,
Litvinov, champion of Collective Security, might have maintelned his
{nfluenee in the Kremlin, if Chamberlain and Dalsdier had no betrayed
the Indivisible Feace.

But howevwer grave and shocking Russia's error may have been --
she mude good for it by contributing decisively to Allied victory,

Q¢

once H¥het Hitler had broken the and invaded Soviet territory.
Some [cmt ALivSoa ;

For looked as if the West wss overcoming its old
&ﬁ;iE::E:;i;;;§;¥$a§ publie opinion in the Anglo-hAmerican world re=
cognized gratefully the magnitude of Ruasia's herole contribution.

But even while the wer was still on snd millions of Russlans were
sserificing their lives for the common cause, there were voices, both
in Great Britain and the United Stutes, disparaging, suspecting, slan=

dering the eastern elly. And as soon as the wer was over, the anti-

Rusesirn cempel:n became es wide-spreud, as violent and venomous &as




aver before.

The partnership between the Russlans and the dnglo==gxons has
R
nevar h?eﬁ-ae i1liance; it wus an expedlency arrangement, necessitated

ot

by Hitler's boundless, insane sggresslion, The Bast has never trusted

ﬂt‘
the West, no} hus the West ever had any confidence 1in the intentions

of 1ts eastern pertner. Yet some kind of modus vivendl, a practlicable

comnromise had to be found by the two anta.onlstiec victors -- fussiens

nd An; lo-iesgwes Americins., So the three great leaders of the three
great nations apgre@d upon & certaln secheme -- not & perfect scheme,
to be sure; but & feasible one.
The division of Burope into spheres of influence 1s the work

of Roosevelt, 8talin and Churchill -- three powerful partners who

didn't trust sach other. Russls - devastuted, exhaunsted after wvesrs
<
of desperate struggle -- R decided # not to tolsrate dovze> nti-

‘mmrwwﬂ-
goviet covernments or coolitione ut her frontiersf The countries ad=

jecent to Ruseian territory are not free to make Independent decisions,
They belong to the Russian Srh?rz_of influence, Hussin will not allow
them to join Federation which ‘ might turn out to be antli-fysgsisn

in its purposes and in its poliev., Yowarosluvia would not be allowed

to join; nor would Finland, the Beltic States, Polend, Vzochoslovakis,
Hungary, Bulgeria or Rum&nia,

Don't you know that, Signor Milo di Villagrazia? Neturally you dol
Why then this forced na'fveté, this artificial innocence?

Your Open Letter to Marshal Stalin (whose correct title, by the
way, 1s "Generalissimus") sounds hollow and hypocriticsl to me, For
you fuil to mention the most pertinent, the decisive point -- nemely,
that the Russisan dictator does not trust the capltalist world. 4his
deliversate omission renders all your other arguments nonsensiecal,

Of course, the master of Rusasie might be willing to help you in
constructing "that Europesn unity which is the fundament=1 basis of

& true collaboration between the greast Pederstions and the only way




. .

in which world peace =nd happlneas among men esn be aschieved; " ves,
talin wonld surely like to particlpate in such noble affort -- if
only he trueted you, if he could have confildence in the good will of
the western world. But as he does not trust you and the western world,

he is opprosed to your project.

You wonld l1like to zo shezd with your plens 21l the same == if neceasn~

ry 7ithonut the co nl‘--_nin_n l'!'_r_('].qucﬁ.j or dominete 1 by the onviat L‘\_r‘_l@ﬂ.
The foundser of the Pun-Europe movement, Count Coundenhove-iuler i, hsas

cleclorved
W thet, if Moscow rrevents certain Europesn netions from

ioininz the Pederstion, one will have to "anifY" 511 thosa countries

free of Russian influence. In other words, whet hae been oricinally
conceived, and ie still beins presented, ss nnification of the con=
tinent wonld setually becom® »n anti-Russien corlition, deaigned to
deepen and intensify any potenticl or existing conflict between Sast
ind West,

Phis conflict, however -- far from being the enjoyable prospect
as which certsin reactionaries, in Europe and elsewhere, seem to re<

apd 1t -- 1g indeed t h e great danger confronting our civilization,
Phepre mst be no clesh between East and West, lest Eurcpe perlsh along
with 211 the other continents,

How een the clash be avoilded?

By patience, by good will, by extreme caution and dillpomacy, Our
great chance 1s that there will be no war right now., I don't think
there w7ill. The major parties concerned -- the Russians as well =s the
An-lo-Ameriesns == are tired of war; they are not in & fishting mood,
not in & fighting condition., This general inabllity to fece another
srmed conflict in the nesr future, is the only sound basls for &any
optimism, «t this point, If war ce&n be avoide for the next few years,
Sdaosily 1t may be possible to evold it sltogether.

For =- a8 you, Signor MKilo 41 Villegrazis, point y out a#ptly and

correctly -- "it is not true that the two systems (Anglo-Sexon and




«10=
Russien) are irpreconcilable; on the contrary, they could complete each
other msgnificently i1 the Anglo~-Americans would admit into their Cspi=
talist system the just and praise-worthy sccial reforms bronght about
by the great sccialist federation, and 1f the latter wouvld attenuate
its dictutorial form of govermment (now longer necesssry now that the
revolutionary perilod is over), creduslly sdopting those demoecratic me=
thods which, in Ango-S8axon countriesa, are the sirn of e great elvili=
zation and the vesult of centuriles of experience."”
But a reconciliation of this kind cannot be enforced or improvised
over night; 1t has to davelop slowly, gradually, organieally. Such
a process will take time -- several decades, perhaps, It will take
& lot of work, good will nnd patience on both sides, Fatlege ahove
all! Petlence 1s a great virtue -=- rare but indispenssble. Lot us have
I think you are quite mistaken, Signor Milo di Villa,razie, when
asserting that "the udvocates of & deferred federation hecome, in
reality, its most dangerous enemies," Quite the contrary, the best
thing good Europeans can do right now, in my opinion, is =-- to wait,
to be putient... Your Federation will come into being -« 1nevitedbly,
almost sutomatieally -~ once that the present tenslon between Russiens
and Anglo-Americans will huve ceased to exist, As long 2a that tension
continues, there will be no rexl peuce ~= just a "lepally established
anarchy;" there will be no international cellaboration, there will be
no unifiecetion of the Europeah continent,
Be patient, Signor Milo di Vills:razis! Be patient, Europeans!
Give Germeny time to recover from the terrible crisls she 1s passing
throughy to re@stablish, little by 1little, her morasl, politicsl and
economle equilibriuml Let the other European countrlies teckle the
enormous tesk of interior resconstruction! Get rid of the remmants of
Fascism in Europel Get rid of PFrenclsco Frenco! (Do you want the

Spanish fuehrer as a member of your Federal GoWernment, Sigcnor Milo
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