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The Germen Opposition end The Nezi Soviet Pact,

17 3.0, By Klsus Mann.

I am not going to discuss the attitude nor the sctusl chances of
the anti-Nezi opposition within the Reich.The men and women who risk
their lives to fight Hitlerism,inside Germany,ect and think under very
special psycologicel snd practlecal 1aws;:

4

more difficult to keep any permanent contact with those varied German

7 it—veromes more--and-

underground movements since the war has started.We still recelve in=

formetions;we have certain signs and sym dma,aomg of ‘them being very

promising.We know that dissstlisfaction 1a.g;bw1ng,tnat the war 1s

unpopular,even - or above all -.with the '

old Nezi fighters".We also
know that the Stalin-ﬂitler ggreement has 8 aoubla effect upon the
different oppﬂqitional groups,as it 1ntensﬂf£ea and,at the same time,
odﬁf&sea-thauaﬂt¢-ﬂask~f¢eiing!"!nﬁ eIV IdEfWEﬂEE?’ﬁﬁﬁﬁ“br HEY be=
lieve,thet those dispersed,un-organized forces and tendencles even=
tuelly will find and strengthen esch other |- or even that this decl=
sive process of unification,under the tremgndous pressure of the
foan  begua
ddetatorshin,already o —Tbw -
Annn<de

fihile the brave antagonist of the hated régime, fritiim the country

itself,have to face the sctual dangers end must do the real job of

prepering the revolution,the pelitical exiles have the cruclal task

to elerify the situetion theoretically,to crestefoy—the—ssane—al
th*uktng*:nﬂ-ﬂ*ue&aaﬁng{the moral and intellectual basis for e Germen

Democracy to come,There are,among the Germen refugees,some brilliant
thinkers and meny very talented writers,but only few gifted end trai=
ned politiciens +.The point of the matter 1s that we do not possess
any men,who really would deserve the designation of =a political leader.
We do not have a Thomas Masaryk,nor can we boast of any "new Lenin"

#ithin our ranks.

ﬁhwwevar;thw—poi&bien%*&!rmﬁﬁ“artlus represented something 1ike i




Qe
;imprassive wbd-unityet.certain historical moments.During-the Civil
Wer in Spain,for instence,all of us,including the liberald Cathollcs,
waﬁtpd and propagated the victory of the Loyallsts,and sll of us,
Withéﬁg a single exception,were in sympathy with Benesh's Czecho~-
31ovek1§‘an& were profoundly disgusted with the Munich Peace.Thils
Kind of uﬂgfimity,nowever,does not exist anymore since the beginning
of the preaéht war - or,to be more precise,since Herr von Ribbentrop

muvz\ ;

The People's Front - the broad,comprehensive concentration of all

lthet enti-Fascist forces -~ hes never been a pelitical reality with
the Germen exiles,It W;EI ke:;}x e‘.:T;liad and propageted by the com=
munists and by many independent intellectuals,whlle the Soclal Demo=
eret and Catholic party leaders,together with certaln conservatives
end liberels,obstinately refused to collsborete with any adherents
of the Kremlin,Now,of course,since Stalin and Hitler seemingly made
friends,those traditionsl foes of the People's Front po%icy noisily
excleim,with & sort of embittered triumph:"We are ﬁg%TEﬁ;;;iaed as
we always knew this would heppenlWe realized, from the beginning,that
Stalin is at least as bad &s Hitler,and that his followers milsused
the sacred notion of Democrecy as a propagendes trick,for the sake of
their own bloody aims," - The communists,on the other hand,reply with
contempt and angeri"The policy of the People's Front was doomed to
o Poreossda
fall, it was stubbornly and permenently /by the capltalists,
including the so=-called Social-Democrats - just as the enlightened
Soviet conception of Collective Security,the Litvinoff pollcy,wes
betrayed by the so-called Democracles," - It is impossible to deny
that both of these versions contain a certain portions of truth,and

thet both of them are one-asided.

The situation is complex end has many different aspects.Just because
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the g# problems we have to deal with,hsppen to be so utterly involved,

1 consider 1t as useful or even necessary to state very clearly my own
point of @glew.I have never Dbeen a GOmmuniafigér a Marxist,but I was

for the political collsboration with the communists,up to the end of
August 1939.I used to belleve in the anti-agiressive,anti-Fascist,paci=
fist foreign poliecy of the Soviet Union.This may have been very nalve;
however,l never was quite neive enough to sssume that the communists,
all of # sudden,had discovered their burning love for Democracy.But 1
considered them intelligent enough to reelize that their deadly enemy
wes Fascism,snd thet Democracy was thelr nestural ally.

My personal experiences and disappointment,as far as the Soviet
Union end the Third Internationsl are concerned,are very similer to
those which Vincent Sheean haes so frankly asdmitted and so intelligently
discussed,I mmAn£§£:££$§ﬁéﬁa:a egainst the new Soviet policy.l am
deeply shocked gbout the recent scts of Stelinist aggression,and I am
disgusted with the hypoceritiecal,fantastic and lmpertinent nonsense
Nr.Molotov offers as explanation of his evil deeds.I am absolutely
for the Democracies = which I don't & entitle "the so-celled...."~- ;

I desire the plain victory of Britain and France.This does not meen,
however,that I have become an admirer of Mr,Chamberlain,nor that I
confound Mr.Churchill with a holy men.I merely and simply think that
Britain and Frence are doing,at this moment,what we wanted and expected
them to do for seven years:they actually defend Europesn civilization
sgainst Nezl aggression.,Therefore it strikes me as Mes»y hypocritical
snd shocking #® 1f anyone "discovers", just now,that the French and
British Empires %Egltheir existence to nasty "imperielism".l am for

the Allies not becsuse of their imperialism but in spite of it.I am

)
for them,in short,because they make exheroic effort to smash Hitlerism,

the arch-enemy of our civilization,end finelly because they proclaim as




-l
their wer-sims the organization of steble peace and a better order in
BEurope,

It is herd for me to remain quiet end patient whenever falthful

Staliniets confirm me that England is "at least" as rotten as Nazl

it
Germeny,and that Daladler's France 1s atiié a little worse,ﬁithrwonu&eur
&4oae-e%&&%—hﬂiﬂg—emp!isﬁnvﬂ?—-fGerman communists,to be sure,hardly

would telk that way,.Their position 1s especlally delicate,even tragic.
Their hatred of Hitler is genuine,and they never could make thelr
peace with any Nazi government.The 1dea that Hitler himself could
esteblish something like s German netionel bolshevism,must horrify and
confuse them.For they flatly deny that there possibly could exist

such 2 thing as "bad soclalism"; that th re ever could be a State that

Ma o &y i\ Cianels
18 "soclalist" and,at the same time,[lmmoral,fggreasive, feseiommieiiaho-f

Their obstinate overestimetion of the purely economic#d angle -
this most dangerous element of the Merxian philosophy - 1s the uwctual
source of most of their mistakes and crimes.They indentify,nefvely and

At
erroneously,the intereat of the Kremlin the very notions of

"good","progressive” and "human", odox
tsan—and-nepproweninded. than.are-the- ﬁﬂmngaﬁrﬁz:ﬁ&ﬁfﬁ ‘French
and Germen Catholic intellectuasls openly nd Q;thrly admitted that
the Holy Father,who 1s not infalliblg;lﬁ the oliticel sphere,mede a
mistake when he helped thﬂ’ﬁﬁﬂﬁral Franco againsb, the ethelstic
Loyallists - while the™ cﬁ%muniats ineluding the G:;::hkpomrndes,
stubborn ue to admit that their Holy Father is m;\taken at all
Wmvm%w The
German comrades meke desperate efforts to save their anti-fascist
face,by confirming that Stalin really is Hitler's most dangerous
foe,They are apparently unable to grasp the fact that a @Tash between

Stalin end Hitler,even it will eventually oceur,would mean Just another
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struggle between two greedy dlctators - an event without any moral sig=
nificence.

The Germen communlsts,at this historicel moment,heve a final chsance
to liberate themselves from the traditional Russian gusrdienship,which
is responsible for the tragle failure of the Germen radical%hqq&iﬂn;
from 1819 up to MWe8- 1933,Are they golng to return,after the hectic

Lizgﬁiiﬁ;qg} the People's Front,to that sterile,anti-democratic attitude
of sinister 1lsolation,which elimineted their influence in the fareway
times of the Welmar Republig?
AGa'm
I am efrald there a?gﬂﬂﬁain communists who hate/bn--muﬂqthe

Soclal Democrats much more intemsely than they ever hated the Nazis -
while certaln llberels and conservatives loathe the communists much
more than they loathe the devil.,I know former kstcommunists,liberals,
conservatives and Soclsl Democrats among the German exiles,who keep on
telking and scting like regulesr Red-Bsiters,Their traditionasl battle-
cry,repeated now with a new fervour,is:" Der Feind ateht linksl" =

"The enemy stands to the left11ﬂQ1a-ftnﬂt1cﬂi“Hbhﬂ??ﬂﬂt?*ﬂf~vverwth*ng'
-~

thet 1s "red",or just slightly pink - en ebhorrence which did not~#tart

C b

but resched its mesk climex with the'Nazi-Soviet agreemgn&‘:} 8s /4w
\ "
et Vory complicated and not aln%ys very.sound reasons,It e

o

shows a quite hysterical and morbiqﬂchaiﬁgter iIn the ceses of certain
o e -\.

ex~communists,resentful forfier members of the Third Internstional,

who epperently-sre tortured by e genuine persecutlion manie and inclined

to-ges E T SEVISt Aot O SVEPY street corner

# fow days after the conclusion of the Berlin-Moscow Pact,a German
we)Cigan
Soclel-Democrat, living at New Iork,ua&-h_n ﬁnﬂ me,briefly and
hershly e :'What do you think sbout the new Agreement?Do you like it
t
or nottYour gnawer\ﬁmc#?;e Bme Yes or Nol'He generously suggested I
might explein,in a special paragraphe,the reasons of my saying "Yes or

No", = The situation,at that moment,wes still more confused and unde=
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cided then it is to-day,and I myself was in ¢ stste of bewllderment

and depression.,Besides,l dildn't 1like the "Yes or No" trick.Therefore

I refused to make a statement,and just wrote a very polite,somewhat
evasive private lttter - which,by the way,did not contalin a single word
in fevour of the Soviets,However,this insignificent note of mine was
published, firat of ell in the New York organ of the German Soclal

Democrats,later 1t wes reprinted by "Der Neue Vorwirts", offleclel paper

of the Germsn Social Democrat Party in Paris,and,et the same time,by

"pas Neuwe Teage-Buch"(Paris/ msterdesm),sn independant weekly edited by

the gifted political journalist Leopold Schwerzschild.Herr Stampfer,

the editor of Der Neue Vorwlrts, just remarked thet I hed for ever

betrayed "the ceuse of freedom snd a better Germeny",since I did not
beheve like s nice boy end had wickedly refused to say "Yes or No",

as the teacher had expected me to do.My old frliend Leopold Schwerzschild,
however,went still further.l have known him for meny years gnd I have
written meny dozens of articles for his magezine.It was only recently
thet I got somewhat estranged from him.For this minor self-styled
dictator ddE) not ellow anybody to express any opinions he dd#) not
share,iy mild eriticlesm of his anti-red hysteria had mgde him furious,
His mslicious,often very un-fair remarks sgainst everybody he consl=
dered "red",were frequently quoted end preised by the Nazl press,
Consequently the communists,on their side,denounced him as a "Nazl
agent" - which obviously was a nasty thing to say sbout a man,who has
done more then most people to warn e lukewsrm world of the Nazl danger,
I used to defend Mr.Schwarzschild against his radical foes,privately
and in public.Yet I had the misfortune to become the victim of his
frenzied lust for re;enge.l was Sestewsdy called,in Mr,.Schwerzschild's
weokly,"an old Soviet agent who finally has shown his genuine face" = 3
thus are the very words of an enonymous "New York correspondent”,

who signed his smazing nonsense cowardly with three llttle stars.
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This wes so ebsurd thet it slmost had the character of a silly joke.
Yet I could not laugh,since I felt our situation was somewhet too
serious for grotesque A4H¥I¥ escapades of that kind.éE&:;&:;ﬁtiy I con=
gidered 1t necessery to*ﬂﬁzg::; long,deteiled Reply,explaining that I
am not s Soviet sgent end never heve been,nelther directly nor indirectly,
neither conscionsly nor sub-consciously.l don't know ss yet,at this
moment , whether or not my old friend, liberal Herr Schwarzschild,will be
inelined to publish the self-defense of & man,who was meanly calumniated
in the seme paper Eﬁg contributor of which he used to be for ten yesrs,

All this,of gguraqgﬁgynds very much like "storm in the tea cup"”,
My paraona} querrelf vith Mr.Schwsrzschild are utterly unimportant.
Yet the;fﬁ;va a certain symptometic significence.For they obviously
show how far those,who sre possessed by the antl-red manla,may be ready
to go.They keep on slandering people and orgenizations,thus deliberately
deepening the abyss which already exists between the varled anti-Mez1
groups.

The disunion of the different left snd liberal perties has led to
the final collapse of the Welmar Republic,lesssd Must this sinister
German tragedy be repeasted,once moretWill the New German Democrsacy be

ruined,even before it was born,by senseless dlscussions,senseless quar=

4
Py

wi
The other day,I received a\dﬁ;yﬁatimulating end instructive paper,

entitled "Inside Nezi Germeny","published by ths‘%rienda of the German

People's Front in London",.On its front page I found the following
remerks:

" secording to Press reports a 'German National Council' has recently
been formed st Zurich,Neither its programme nor its representatives
heve enything in common with the German democratic movement,This Council
is led by two former Nazls,Dr,0tto Strasser and Dr,HsRauschning,and
hes neither influence nor connection with the democratic,enti-Nazl
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opposition.,.inyone who sgrees to & dismemberment of CGermany...hes
failed to leern anything from history."

Thus left-wing journslists accuse men like Rauschning and Strasser
of a lack of national feelings ~ which certainly 1s most surprising
and a trifle perverted,The whole discussion of a future "dismemberment"
or division of the Reich is a striking symptom of the unfortunate con=
fuslon in our ranks.For it obviously would be wiser to lesve so delicate
a decision to those,who will actuslly possess the power to deélde,if
and when the decisive moment will comes...]l don't think it 1s of our
business to demand from the division of Germany,as severasl exlles very
clumsily end tactlessly keep on doing;nor should be exclaim,already by
now,our abhorrence of so remote a possibility.It depends on countless,
unpredicteble circumstances whether or not such en incislve measure
eventually will be advissble end precticable,Fer more significant than
the problem of how to chenge the European frontlers,ls the other
problem of how to change the European spirit end,above all,the spirit
and sttitude of the Germans,

There 18 a dangerous tendency among German radicals to over-emphesize
the distinction between the Germen people and the Nazi régime.All of
us know,or should know,that Hitler does not represent the entirety and
certainly not the best elements of the netion.Yet it 1s absurd to
pretend that the Germens were the innocent victims of Nezi terror,
and must not be beaten but merely liberated.The same Marxists who
have ridiculed and attacked,for so many years,the very conception of
nationslism,now have seemingly chenged into ardent patriots.,What they
sctually sre longing for is a powerful,fully armed Relch,allied with
e sti1ll more powerful Soviet Union.Thelr supreme wishdream obviously
is to see Germany ruled by a Berlin branch of the GPU,instead of the
Gestapo.The "1liberal" or conservetive red-balters,on the other hand,
ere prepered to accept any kind of & government as long as 1t 1s anti-
socinlistic.They appaerently would love to swear obedience to Fritz

Thyssen,the houses of Hohenzollern and Hapsburg and the general Brauchi
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All of this would be most depressing end discoursging - if we would
not know thet there exist other forces,in exlle es well as lnside the
country - :young,pprogressive,truly democretic forces.We can notice,
however,an unfortunate tendency among the "professional politlciaens"
in exlls to eliminate,once more,the influence of those more youthful
and more spirituesl elements, just as the Welmar Republic used to deny
to the intellectuals any kind of participation in the publie affairs,
The stubborn and blind belief in the mirsculous abilities of the
"Fachmann" - the expert - represents another fatal feature of the
netional German character...Yet we may hope and trust that this tlme,
considering the cruclal seriousness of the situation,the vital task
of bullding and inspiring the New German Democracy won't be entfﬂi}
left to those professionals,who have not been so very successful

ten years ago,

The German people must find back to the community of European nations,

In order to do so we must not fraternize with Asia nor with the most
reactlonary elements of the Western Democracles or with our own sncilen
régime,We don't need eny "new leldewuicieh Metternleh" as we did not
heve any Nepoléon.Nor do we want any Napoléon since we dld not have
any revolution but & dreery,bloody anarchy.What we need and want 1s
real Democracy which guaranteés order,freedom,and the peaceful col=
laboration with all other nations,The essential topie of all of our
discussions must be,from noq{this ol the coming opean
Democraecy.All of us should ﬁarticlpate in this great,decisive conver=

sation,Everyone who is of good will and honest intentlons,is welcome,
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The Germen Opposition snd the Nezil Soviet Pact,

By Klsus Mann,

I em not going to discuss the sttitude nor the actual chances of the
enti-Nazl opposition inside Germany.The men and women who risk thelr
lives to fight Hitlerism,within the Reich,ect and think under special
psycological and practical laws,iWhlle they have to face the real
dangers end must do the sctual job of preparing the revolutlon,we ,
the political exiles,have the crucial task to clarify the sltuation
theoretically,thus creating the morel and intellectual basis for a
Germen Democracy to come,There are lndeed,among German refugees,some
brillient thinkers and many very talented writers,but only few

gifted and trained politiclens.In fact we do not possess any man

who really would deserve the designation of a political leader.ve

do not have a Thomas Masaryk nor cen we boast of any new Lenin within
our ranks. g

The People's Front - the broad,comprehensive concentration of all

anti-Fascist forces - has never been a political reality with the
Germen exiles.It was,for six yeers,keenly wished and propagated by
the commnists and by many independent intellectuals,while the Social
Democretice und Cathollie perty leasders,together with certain liberals
and conservatives,obstinately refused to collaborate with any adherents
of the Kremlin,Now,of course,since Hitler and Stalin seemingly made
friends,those truditional foes of the People's Front noisily exclaim,
with & sort of embittered triumph:"We are not a bit surprised as we
always knew this would happenlite reslized from the beginning thet
Stelin is at least as bad as Hiltler,and that his followers misused
the sacred notion of Democracy as a propagenda trick,for their own
bloody sims," = The communists,on the other hand,reply with contempt

and snger:"The policy of the People's Front was doomed to fall,since
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it wes stubbornly sabotaged by the capitalists,including the so-called
Social Demoerats - just s the enlightened Sovlet conception of Collec=
tive Security wes betreyed by the so-called Democracies," « It 1is im=
possible de deny that both of these verslons contain certain portions
of truth,end that both of them ere one-sided.

The situetion is complex and has meny different aapeots:ﬁﬁere are
many problems and questions involved,and there are many different weys
to answer them.What we need,however,is not an interesting discussion
but & clear solution.To take sides in a jompibewteod struggle always
means to simplify complicated matters.Yet we EEEE take sldes,we are
forced to do 8o,

By expleining my own point of view,I hope to express,more or less
precisely,the ideas and convictlons of many among among my fellow-exlles.
I have reasons,indeed,to belleve that the majority of them feels appro=
ximetely the same way I do,although there exlst minorities,either reac=
tionary or redical,who nolsily exclaim quite different oplnions.

I have never been & commnist nor a Marxist,but I was for the poli=
tical colleboration with the communists,up to the end of August 1959,
My personal experiences and disappointments,as far as the Soviet Union
and the Third International are concerned,sre very similar to those
which Vincent Sheeen (80 frankly sdmitted and so intelllgently discussed.
I am absolutely against the new Soviet polley.Il am deeply shocked about
the recent scts of Stalinist aggression,and I em dlsgusted with the
hypoeriticel,fantastic nonsense nr.uoloto#Lof:era as en explanstion
of his evil deeds.I sm entirely for the Democracles - which 1 don't
entitle the "so-called"...I desire the plein victory of France and

Britain.This does not mean however,that I have become an ardent admirer

»
of Mr.Chamberlain nor that I confound Mr.Churchill with a holy man,.
I merely think that Britain and France,at this moment,are doing what

we wented snd expected them to do for seven years;they defend European
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civilization ageinst Nazi aeaggression,This remains the truth even 1if
the two Democrscies went into the war not for ideological reasons

but in order to defemd protect their national independance and their
emqire:.‘:g‘mi ;‘fothieM:}l imoﬁlfe;}:]lie g t :ﬂwperialism but in
gﬁizg—é%hffgfram.for them,in short,because they make an herolec effort

to smesh Hitlerism,the srch-enemy of our civilization,end finally be=

csuse they proclaim es their war eims the organization of stable peace
and of a better order in Europe,

It 1s herd for me to remain quiet and patient whenever faithful
Steljinists confirm me that England is "at least" as rotten as Nezi
Germeny,and that Daladler's France 1s even a llttle worse,Germen
communists,toc be sure,herdly would talk that way.Thelr position is
perticulary delicate,even tragic.Thelr hatred of Hitler 1s genuine,and
they never could make thelr pesce with any Nazil governmantqfner—teeniy
-/

The ides thet the Hitler-Stalin alliance may last,and that the Fiihrer

himself eventuelly could establish something like & Natlonal Bolshevism,
must horrify and confuse those unhappy comrades,For they flatly deny
that there possibly could exist such s thing #s "bad communism"; bissse
that there ever could be a State which would be soclalistic and,at

the same time,nationelistic,immoral and despotic.Their obstinate over-
estimation of the purely economic angle - the most dangerous feature of
the Marxian phllosophy - is the actual source of most of their mistakes,
They identify,naively and erroneously,the imperislistic interest of

the Kremlin with the very notions of "good","progressive" and "human",
But while the Third Internetional eynicelly and openly abendons the
anti-fascist so)gens,the German branch,as circumstances are,must make

a desperate effort to save its antli-fascist face,by confirming that
Stalin reslly is Hitler's most dangerous foe,They ere apparently un=

able to grasp the simple Tt hat a crash between Stalin and Hitler,
PV
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even if eventuslly it will occur,wouldn't mean a thing but Just
another struggle between two greedy dlctators = an event without
any moresl significence.

The German communists,at this historical moment,have & final
cheance to liberate themselves from the traditional Russien guerdlan=
ship which is responsible for the tragle fallure of the German radlcals,
from 1919 up to 1933.,Are they going to return,after the hectic Iinter=
lude of the People's Front,to that sterile,anti-democratic sttitude
that eliminated their influence in the feraway days of the Weimar
Republic? - I em afraid there are,egain,German communists who hate
the Sociel Demoerats much more intensely then they ever hated the
Nazis,while certsin liberals,conservatives,Sociel Democrats end former
commnists emong the exlles loathe the comminists more than they
loethe the devil,end keep on telking end acting like regular red=-
beiters.Their traditional battle-cry,repeated now with & new fervour,

ia:"Der Feind steht linksi" - "Théeriemy stends to the left..."

I had my ownﬂ}i:?} ;Eventure with those red-baiting gentlemen -
a grotesque and 5;33F§T3355;19nce which I may wk be allowed to mention
although it certainly 1s insighificant in itself, - & few days after
the conclusion of the Berlin-Moscow Pect,s German Social Democrat,
living a New York,questicned me,beiefly and harshlys'What do you
think ebout the new igreement?Do you like it?Your answer has to Dbe
Yes or Nol' - The situation,at thet moment,was still more confused
end undeglded than 1t 1s to=day,snd I myself was in a atate of be=
w1lderment and depression.Besides,I didn't like the "Yes or No" trick.
Therefore I refused to make a statement,and just wrote » polite,some=
what evasive privete note - which,by the way,did not contain a
single word in favour of the sovieta,However,it wes published first

of 51l in the New York orgen of the Germen Social Democrats,and,

a few weeks lster,in Der Neue Vorwirts, officlial paper of the German
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Sociel Demoeratic Perty in Perls,and finally in Qgg_gggghggég-hoﬁ&
EEEE{Paria/Amsterdam],an independant weekly edited by the gifted
political journalist Leopold Schwerzschild,Herr Stampfer,editor of

Der Neue Vorwhrts,curtly remarked that I had for ever betrayed "the

cause of freedom and a better Germany",since I did not behave like a
nice boy and had wickedly refused to say "Yes or No" as the tescher
had expected me to do.My old friendf Schwarzschild,however,went still
further,I have known him for many yeers and have written dozens of
erticles for his magezine.,It was only recently that I got somewhat
estrenged from him,For this self-styled minor dictator and fanstical
"Jiberal" does not allow anybody to express any opinions which he
does not share, - I was called,in Mr,Schwarzschild's weekly,"an old
Soviet agent who finally hes shown his genulne face" ,Thus are the
emazing words of an anonymous "New York correspondent” . Even the Nazis
have never dared to pronounce so fentastic an insinuation sgelnst me,
Thet dublous champien of "liberalism",however = Herr Schwerzschlld -
obviqggly hes less commoh sense and less moral inhibitlions than even
PaulpJoaeph.Gﬁbbela.In serious times/irowewengoven indecent jokes
and absurd escepades jrf—prer =TIy may have serious consequences.There=
fore I considered 1t necessery to compose a detalled Reply,explaining
that I am not and never have been a Soviet agent,in no s@gnse of the
word,neither directly not indirectly,neither consciously nor sub-con=
seiously,I don't know yet,set this moment,whether or not Mr.Schwerz=
achild will be inclined to publish the self-defense of a man,who was
meanly caﬁ@g;stod in the same peper wae a contributor of which he
used to be for a decade.

All this,of course,sounds very much like "storm in the tea cup” .
The minor incident,however,clearly shows how far those among my fellow-
exiles,who are possessed by the anti-red mania,may be ready to go.

Since they don't hesitate to defame persons like myself,whose reputa=
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tion happens to be fairly solid, - whet can the others expect who are
more helpless or more exposed?In faet,the hysterical liberals keep on
slandering people and organizazions,thus deliberately deepening the
abyss which alreedy exists between the varied anti-Nazl groups, Especially
in Frence they ruthlessly denounce all of those whom they conslder red,
or not quite enti-red enough.The position of the German refugees in
Paris - which enyway i1s not an easy position as elrcumstances are =
becomes tragically confused through the mean intrigues among the exiles
themselves,0n the other hand,the comminists alsc are responsible for
certain unpleasent events that have happened.How can they expect to
be trested es friends and alllies of the Democracles,since they appese
approve - or at least,r¢fuse to disapprove = of Stalin's anti-democra=
tic apgressivness? - The shameful truth 1s that both of the radical
groups,left or right,among German exiles behave just as badly as possibf%
The disunion of the different anti-Fascist groups and partles hes
led to the final collapse of the Weimar Republic.lust this sinlster
tragedy be repeated,once more?....The other day,I received a feirly

stimuleting and instructive paper,entitled "Inside Nazil Germeny" ,

"published by the Friends of the German Pecpleia Front in London",
On its front page I found the following remarks:

"socording to Press reports e 'German National Council' has recent=
ly been formed at Zurich.Nelther lts programme nor its representatives
have anything in common with the Germen democretic movement,This
Council is led by two former Nezls,Dr.H.Rauschning end Dr.0Otto Strasser,
and hes neither influence nor connectlion with the democratic,anti-

Nazl opposition...”

And why esre those Friends of the German People's Front in London

so definitely against the author of "The Revolution of Nihilism"

and against the sctive leader of the antl-Nazi Black Front? Do they

dislike both of them because they consider them not progressive,not
socielistic enough? - Noj;what they hold against them is,surprisingly
enough,their "leck of patriotism",For,in the opinion of the Friends




L
of the People's Front,"Anyone who agrees to a dlsmemberment of Cermany
+sshas falled to learn anything from history."

The whole discussion about a future "dismemberment" or divislon of
the Reich 18 e striking symptom of the unfortunate confusion in our
ranks.For it sbviously would be wiser to leave so delicete & declsion
to those,who will actually possess the power to decide,if and when the
declsive moment comes,..l don't think 1t is of our business to demand
from the Allies the dlvislion of Germany,as some exiles very clumsily
and tactleasly keep on doing,Nor should we exclaim,slresdy by now,our
abhorrence of égg remote a possibility.It depends on countless unpre=
dictaeble clrcumstances whether or not such a inclsive measure will be
advisable and prectlceble.,Fer more essential than the technicel problem
of how to change the EBuropean frontlers,is the other problem of how
to change and to improve the Europesn spirit and,above all,the apirit
and attitude of the German peoples

All of us know,or should know,that Hitler does not represent the
entirety and certainly not the best elements of the Germsn netion.,Yet
it is absurd to pretend that the Germans merely were the innocent
victims of Nazl terror,The same Marxists,however,who have rldiculed
and attacked in exaggerated terms, for so many years,the very conception
of nationalism,now have seemingly changed into ardent petriots,What
they sctually are longing for 1s a powerful,fully armed Reich,allled
with a still more powerful Soviet Union.Thelr supreme wish-dream
obviously is to see Germeny ruled by a Berlin branch of the GPU,which
would work still more efficiently then even the Gestapo,The "1liberal"
or conservative red-balters,on the other hand,are prepared to accept
eny kind of W government,after Hitler's fall . as long as it 1s solldly
anti-scecislistic,They apparently would love to swear obedience to
Fritz Thyssen,the houses of Hohenzollern and Habsburg,the Bank of

England,Monsieur Tardieu and the general Brauchltsch,under the only
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condition that no Soviet ambassador wlll be admitted at Berlin,

All of this would be most discouraging and depressing - if we would
not know that there exlst other forces,in exlle as well as inside the
country - ,young,progressive,truly democretie forces.What we need - and
now more urgently so than ever before - is the ecollaboration and con=
centretionﬂ of those gdod Germans who reelly deserve the honoreble
names of good BEuropeans snd good Democrets.This new end most timely
conception of the People's Front excludes only those who are hopelessly
resctionary,half mad with malice and wicked lust for revenge,and those
others who remein for ever dependant on the dublous interests &nd
tactiss of the Kremlin,

The German people must find its way to the community and coming
Federation of European nations.In order to do so we must not fraternize
with Asia nor with the most resctionary elements of Western Burope or

with our Aww own compromised ancien régime. We do not need any "new

N ¢
Metternich" as we did not have eny anoléon.léirnn aﬁﬁs:e went any
Napoléon since we did not have any revolution but e dreary,bloody
anarchy.What we need and want is real Democracy which guargntees
order,freedom,sociel progress,and the pesceful collaboration with all
other netions,.The essentiaml topic of all of our discussions and specu=
lations,hopes end preparations must be and must remsin this delicate

and inspiring notion of the coming Buropean Democrecy,




The Germen Opposition snd The Nezil Soviet Pact.

Z. Vﬁv" _?.'.(JM_ By Kleus Mann.

I am not going to discuss the attitude nor the actuael chances of
the anti-Nszl opposition within the Keich.The men and women wno risk
their lives to fight Hitlerism,inside Germany,act and think under wvery

specisl psyeologicesl and practlical laws. egt-pevomes more—and

more difficult to keep any permanent confijgct witn those varied German

underground movements since the war has gUjrved.we still recelve in=
formetions;we have certain signs and symgtoxs,some of them being very
promising.We know that dissatisfsction iq griowing,that the war is
unpopular,even - or above all - with the '01% Nazi fighters'.We also
know that the Stalin-Hitler sgreement has| a double effect upon the

different eppositional groups,as it intensifips and,st the same time,

copfageg-the-anti=fezi—feetings—end-eobivitie meay-PE, Or may be=
lieve,thsat tﬁﬁyehq}suersed,un—orgﬁnized florces and tendencles even=
T— _"‘H.._“
tually will find and strémgthen each othgr - or even thet this deci=
—
T

sive process of unification,under the, tremendous pressure of the

ATEtEtorsHIT, & Lready

AA=0a dff;’
While the brave antagonisti of the hated régime, M-bsin/the country

itself,have to face the actual dangers end must do the real job of

preparing the revolution,the political exiles have the cruclal task

to clerify the situstion theoreticslly,to cresteﬁaﬁﬂhﬂrﬂmhﬂuh4ﬁb
bﬁ4ﬁﬁ+ﬁgqaulaﬁﬁmaqﬁéﬂgjthe moral and intellectusl basis for z Germsan

Demoerecy to come.lhere are,among the Germsn refugees,some brilliant
thinkers and many very talented writers,but only few gifted and trai=
ned politicisns +.The point of the matter is that we do not possess
any men,who really would deserve the designation of a polltical leader.
#e do not have g Thomss Masaryk,nor cen we boast of any "new Lenin"
within our ranks.

a arma e TR SR AT ed-somebhing-like .ah
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/4rm+46a¢ma wbd_unit,st-eertain hietoF1ta] moment . DUring the CIVIT

fsn in Spain,for instence,all of us, ineluding the liberal Cathtlics,

wanted and propagated the victory of the Lovalistsj;and all of us,
without e single exception,were in sympathy with Benesh's Czecho-

Slovekia, and were profoundly.disgusted with the Munich Peace.lhis

kind of unsnimity,hoWever,does not exist anymore since the beginning
5\

of the preSent\ war - or,to be more precise,since Herr von Ribbentrop

?féw-tn—rvgeﬁﬁyzL
The People's Front - the broad,comprehensive concentration of all

s anti-Fascist forces - hes never been =a political reality with
) ¥ DA Y’ﬁﬂlfrﬂ 34
the Germsn exiles.It waa]keenlﬁ wished and propagated by the com=

munists and by many independesnt intellectuals,while the Soclal Demo=
erst and Catholic party leaders,together with certaln conservatives
and 1iberals,obstinetely refused to colleborate with any adherents
of the Kremlin.Now,of course,since Stalin snd Hitler seemingly made
friends,those treditional foes of the People's Front QOLécv noisily
£
excleim,with a sort of embittered triumph:"We are HEETE:;;;ised as
we always knew this would heppen!We realized, from the beginning,that
3talin is et least as bad ss Hitler,and that his followers misused
the sacred notion of Democracy as & propagenda trick,for the sake of
their own bloodvy sims." - The communists,on the other hand,reply with

contempt and snger:"The policy of the People's Front was doomed to

AAnrct Oﬁ-ﬂotﬂ'ﬁ‘fd’
Fqii??ﬁ/fE wes stubbornly and permanent]ﬂ’%ﬁﬂﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁﬂ'b? the capitalists,
including the so-called Social-Democrats - just as the enlightened

Soviet conception of Collective Security,the Litvinoff policy,was
betrayed by the so-called Democracies." - It is impossible to deny
thet both of these versions contain & certain portions of truth,and
thet both of them are one-sided.

The situastion is complex end has many different aspects.Just because
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the g problems we have to deal with,happen to be 80 utterly involved,
I consider it as useful or even necessary to state very ¢ learly my own
f ons 8 F 2 N A O ™ ,@" Y il

point of glew.l have never been & communistor a Marxist,but 1 wes
for the political collaboration with the communists,up to the end of
pagust 1939.1 used to belleve in the anti-sgzressive,anti-Fascist,pacil=
fist foreign policy of the Soviet Union.This may have been very neive;
however,[ never was qulte na'ive enough to assume that the communists,
all of & sudden,had discovered their burning love for Democracy.But 1
considered them intelligent enough to reslize that their desdly enemy
wes Fascism,and that Democracy was their natural s11ly.

My personal experiences and disappointment,as far as the Soviet
Union end the Third Internationsl are concerned,are very similsr to

those which Vincent Sheean hes so frankly admitted snd so intelligently
abrplutely,
discussed.l eﬂuﬁﬁﬁ&&»&é—p@ﬁ&é&tﬂ sgainst the new Soviet policy.L am

deeply shocked sbout the recent scts of Stelinist aggression,end I em
disgusted with the nypoeritical, fantastic and impertinent nonsense
Mp.Molotov offers as explenation of his evil deeds.l am absoclutely

or the Democracies - which I don't # entitle "the go-celledeess" = ;

I desire the plain victory of Britain and France.This does not mean,
however,that I have become an admirer of Mr.Chamberlain,nor that L
confound Mr.Churchill with a holy men.l merely and simply think that
Britain and France are doing,et this moment,what we wanted and expected
them to do for seven vears:they actually defend Huropean civilization

ey ,,ff/‘-"*c‘l f /GI". ﬁJu\-”f." 1"-‘”‘1’\.

against Nezi a ressionffhﬂrefore it strikes me as ewx hypogritical

K /f(,‘ /:#.1.}9 E%)Mu,n.ﬂﬁx,rh b £ “”\"'-’ #h aa- L-H;f' Kpf_)
an shocking b if amfc-ﬂe "disaoverq JL}St nov,that the F‘reqph and

5{\ oG t"l" " Vod Jt—’-“n}: f“ﬂ——m‘t—"k "LIF:'P C-"“—-'-.F

British Empires oew their exlstence to naqtv "imperialism".l am for
the Allies}not because of their imperialism but in spite of it.l am
for them,in short,because they meke emheroic effort to smash Hitlerism,

the arch-enemy of our civilization,snd finelly because they proclalim ss




their wer-sims the orgenization of stable peace and a better order in
Europe.
It is herd for me to remain guiet asnd patient whenever faithful

Stalinists confirm me that England is "et least" as rotten as Nazl

Lot
Germany,end thast Daladier's France is =423 ¢ little worse, e
= oy p—perry-i Germen communists,to be sure,hardly

would telk that way.Their position is especially dellcate,even tragie.
Their hatred of Hitler is genuine,and they never could make their
peace with any Nazil government.lhe idea that Hitler himself could
establish something like a German netionel bolshevism,must horrify and
confuse them.For they flatly deny that there possibly could exist
such a thing as "bad socislism";that there ever could be a State that
mptiomald) o) B
ig "gocislist" and,at the same time Jimmoralfaggressive, e x
Their obstinste overestimation of the purely economiclg angle -
this most dengerous element of the Merxian philosophy - is the actual
source of most of their mistakes and crimes.They indentify,neively and
erroneously,the interest of the Kremliﬁ"%éﬁxthe very notions of
"good","progressive" and "human”1ﬁh9r—gre—éﬁ—iueewmnohumﬂnemanthndax
hhnn-gnﬂ'narr@m-minﬁﬁszhanhapomths;magguinLﬂ&&i&ﬁntmG#&hﬁ%&gﬁgﬁﬂﬂzzh
and Germen Catholic intellectuals onenl;‘apﬁ bittq;;yﬁaamitted that
the Holy Fether,who is not infellible inhﬁhghnpi;tical sphere,made a
mistake when he helped the EenmpaﬂfFPanco amains the stheistic
Loyalists - while the, asﬁmu ists,including the herma comrades,

stubbornly reffise to admit that their Holy Father is misgken at all

*ﬂtﬂmﬁé;heiﬁn~th5"Fﬁhrer~sga&wuﬂr
German comrades make desperaste efforts to seve thelr antl-fascist
fece,by confirming that Stalin reslly is Hitler's most dangerous
foe.Thev asre apparently unable to grasp the fact that a ®¥ésh between

Stalin end Hitler,even it will eventually occur,would mean just another
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struggle between two greedy dictators - an event without any moral sig=
nificance.

The Germen communists,at this historicel moment,heve a final chance
to liberate themselves from the traditional Russian gusrdianship,which
is responsible for the tragic felilure of the German Padical%blﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂ
from 191D up to WS- 1933, Are they going to return,after the hectic

AanEer
of the People's PFront,to that sterile,anti-democratic attlitude
of sinister isolation,which eliminsted their influence in the farsway
times of the Weimar Republic?

[ am afraid there sre)Germen communists who hate few=e—mrzs the
Social Democrats miuch more intemsely than they ever hated the Nazis -
while certsin libersls and conservatives loathe the communists much
more then they loathe the devil.I know/(former tdccmmuniﬂgg,liberals,
conservatives and Social Democrats Emong the German'ekiié;,who Keep on

telking and acting like regular Red-Balilters.Their traditional battle-

cry,repested now with a new fervour,is:"Der Feind steht links!" -

"The enemy stands to the left!'fais prerTe “Evvrvfﬂipg
that is "red",or just slightly ninx - an sbhorrence which oigﬂﬁot qtart
ﬂ,.ﬂ'om
but reached its memk climex with the hpzi -Soviet agpeﬁhnnt 169 [
f

I~

Pempm—iaaad vory complicated and not 91' vs, wefy sound reasons.lt me

shows a guite hysterical and monbid‘chnra ter in the cases of certain
ex-communists resmntful former members of tAe Third Internstionesl,

who Pppar&ntiv ‘are tortured by a genuine persfcution manis and inclined

el

ZE 1550 ”ﬁ“‘b"" SYSTY Tt TR ; Y
fg MH{ b Dsrrl pn B T v f‘i-l""";',*-'r‘—‘"" C.(,'_Z'l\..-. SEE BN !_(’_

A few days aftar the conclusion of the Berlin-Moscow Pact,e German

mesl{ored
Sociel-Demoerat, living at New York,: - maede me, briefly and

.....

harshly #m :'What do vou think sbout the new Agreement?Do you like it
or not?Your snawe?ﬁm&w{ be @me Yes or No!'He generously suggested 1
might explein,in a special paragrsphe,the rezsons of my saying "Yes or

No", - The situastion,at that moment,waes still more confused and unde=

V.Tf .‘..‘I: i ‘{Y}'c =Gl 'r:{gqﬁ,.n'.'\ / - d_f‘-m t"r"' ol ,{{'-7: b:iq
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cided then it is to-day,and I myself was in 8 state of bewl lderment
and depression.Besides,I didn't like the "yYes or No" trick.lherefore
1 pefused to make a statement,and just wpote a very polite,somewhat
evasive private lttter - which,by the way,did not contain a single word
in favour of the Soviets.However,this insignificent note of mlne was
published, first of 211 in the New York orgen of the German Social

Democrats,Later it wes reprinted by "per Neue Vorwarts", official paper

of the German Socizl Democrat Party in Paris,and,at the same time,Dy

"pas Neue Tege-Buch"(Peris/imsterdsm),an independant weekly edited by

the gifted political journalist Leopold Schwarzschild.Herr Stampfer,

the editor of Der Neue Vorwirts, just remarked thet I had for ever

betraved "the ceuse of freedom and a better Germeny",since I did not
beheve 1like & nice boy end had wickedly refused to say "Yes or No",
as the tesecher had expected me to do.My old friend Leopold Schwarzschild,
however,went still further.l have known him for many yvears and L have
written meny dozens of articles for his magezine.It was only recently
that I got somewhat esjranged,from him.For this minor self-styled
0"\#'{ hvalltal ?J‘ rop
dictetor}dﬂﬂgnot allow anybody to express any opinions he d¢®d not
shere v mild eriticism of his anti-red hysteria had made him furious.
His maliﬁicus,often very un-fair remarks asgeinst everybody he consi=
dered "redﬁﬁgere frequently quoted snd preised by the Nazl press.
Conseqguently Ege commnists,on thelr side,denounced him as a "Nazi
egent" - which Epviously was a nasty thing to say sbout a man,who has
done more thean m&h& people to warn a lukewasrm world of the Nazl danger.
,/’? used to defend Mfi@chwerzschild against his radical-foes,privately
and in public.¥Yet 1 hag the misfortune to become the victim of his
frenzied Just for PQ?EH%?%%AWHH Wemowady called, in kr.Schwarzschild's
weekly,"an old Soviet agent who finally has shown hls genuine face" - 3

thus sre the very words of an snonymous "New York correspondent',

who signed his emazing nonsense cowardly with three little stars.
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This wes so asbsurd that it slmost had the character of a silly joke,

Yet I could not laugh,since I felt our situation was somewhet too

iﬂ.&vtpovg,
serious for grotesgue kebde escapades of that kind.benseguentdy I con=

Sidered it necessery to m::: long,deteiled Reply,explaining thst I

am not & Soviet sgent and never hsve been,neither directly nor 1iIndirectly,
neither consciously nor sub-consciously.l don't know as yet,at this
moment , whether or not my old friend, libersl Herr Schwerzschild,will be
ineclined to publish the self-defense of £ men,who was meanly calumnisted
in the ssme paper bgé contributor of which he used te be for ten vesrs.

All this,of courne,‘,oanus very much like "storm in the tea cup"

—

!

f
A
T~
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My personsl querrels with Mr.Schwsrzschild are utterly unimportant.
Ml )

Yet 'Lhewj,-'have g certain symptomatic significance.For they obviously
show how far those,who ere possessed by the enti-red mania,may be ready
to go.They keep on slandering people and orgenizations,thus deliberately

deepening the abyss which already exists between the varied anti-Nezl
Epecvally vcoe T Moy g pfdop I dvmvesn, ¥ of
groups. fhon ,.,}ﬂa.u ,.FL't "‘#-a. Wed o et OO ™ I Honn ot S
“iN Al bt Jh T L? o I b Vi 8 j[\ oy 6#*‘-*-"""
?he disunio or the di le t ana libersl parties has led to
Ao f~py o~ - a-L ey (i bibipa , Ay
the final collapse of the a*—‘-imar nenubli ot Lu=st this sjinister
gllemamloM = g — b edun rn f—’““iﬁ 2a A 'f TG f A7 A
German tragedy be repeated,once more?Will the New Germs Lemo&rz}c,_
ﬂl.)m-'y‘* My ama liev plr puipmey O=1 { Ty
ruined,even, before it was born,by senseless éiscusslons,senselass quars=
fhun )~ Loy, .
rels and senseless hatred?

ararrels -ere not--just-going on betwesn-siedt

t

wly/
The other day,I received & /' atimulating and instructive paper,

entitled "Inside Nezi Germeny","published by theFriends of the German

People's Front in London".On its front page I found the following
remarks:

"According to Press reports a 'German National Council' hes recently
been formed et Zurich.Neither its programme nor its representatives
heve anything in common with the German democratic movement.lhis Council
1s led by two former Nazls,Dr.Otto Strasser and Dr.H.,Rauschning,and
has neither influence nor connectlon with the democratic,asnti-Nazi
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opposition...Anyone who sgrees to & diqmemb@?ment of Germany...has
feiled to lesrn anything from history."

Thus left-wing journslists sccuse men like Rauschning and Strasser
of 8 lack of national feelings - which certainly is most surprising
and a trifle perverted.The whole discussion of a future "dismemberment”
or division of the Reiech is a striking symptom of the unfortunate con=
fusion in our rsnks.For it obviously would be wiser to leave so dellcate
a decision to those,who will actually possess the power to detide,if
and when the decisive moment will come...l don't think it is of our

e Sl R )
business to demand from—the division of Germany,as several exliles very

clumsily snd tactlessly keep on doing;nor qhoulddéﬁ exclaim,already by
now,our abhorrence of so remote a possibllity.It depends on count less,
unpredicteble circumstsnces whether or not such an incisive measure
eventually will be advisable and precticable.Far more significant than
the problem of how to change the European frontiers,is the other
problem of how to change the HKuropean spirit end,ebove all,the spirit
end attitude of the Germans.

There is & dangerous tendency among German radicals to over-emphssize
the distinction between the Germsn people and the Nazi régime.All of
us kmow,or should know,that Hitler does not represent the entirety and
certainly not the best elements of the netion.¥Yet it 1is absurd to
pretend that the Germens were the innocent wvictims of Nezl terror,
and must not be beaten but merely liberated.The same Marxists who
have ridiculed and attacked, for so meny yvears,the very conception of
nationelism,now have seemingly changed into ardent patriots.wWhat they
actually sre longing for is & powerful,fully armed Reich,allied with
a still more powerful Soviet Unlion.Their supreme wishdream obviously
is to see Germany ruled by & Berlin branch of the GPU,instead of the

estapo.The "1liberal" or conservetive red-baiters,on the other hand,
are prepered to accept any kind of a government as long as 1t is anti-

sociaslistic,.They apparently would love to swear obedience to Fritz

Thyssen,the houses of Hohenzollern and Hapsburg, and the general Brauchi??




=

411 of this would be most depressing snd discoursging - if we would
not .know thet there exist other forces,in exile &s well as inslde the
country - :voung,dprogressive,truly democretic forces.we can notice,
nowever,an unfortunate tendency among the "professional politicians
in exlle to eliminste,once more,the influence of those more youthful
snd more spiritusl elements, just as the Welmar Fepublic used to deny
to the intellectuals sny kind of psrticipation in the public affairs.
'he stubborn snd blind belief in the mirsculous abilities of the
"Fachmann" - the expert - represents another fatal feeture of the
national German charscter...Yet we may hope and trust that this time,
considering the crucial seriousness of the situation,the vital task

.
of building snd inspiring the New German Democracy won't be en:iﬁpv

left to those professionals,who have not been so very successful

~

ten years ago. Fo L alip,,

o why pont €O i1
The German people must find back to tne'EEEHQEEE#Z%f Furopean nations.

In order to do so we must not fraternize with Asia nor with the most

reactionary elements of the Western Democracles or with our own sasncien

régime,We don‘tiheed any "new ledsseewdmk | ctternich" as we did not

heve any Hﬁpoléén.wor do we want any Nepoléon since we did not have

any revolution but & dresry,bloody ansrchy.What we need and want 1is

real Democracy whieh guarantess order,freedom,and the peaceful col=

leboration with all other nations.The essential toplie of all of our

it delizalte auwd <wifiving /
discussions must be, from now;this frém of the coming European
d M Eeoan

Democracy.All of us should participate in this great,decisive conver=

sation,iveryone who is of gopd will and hgngst intentions,is welcome.
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The German Opposition and the Nezi Soviet Pact.

By Klaus Mann. t

C e NG ety O

I am not going to dlscuss the Fttitude nor the vctual chances of the
gL o o

M-

|
, -

anti—uazi opnositio; 1ﬂ é ermueruwn men and women who risk their
lives to fight Hitlerism,within the Relich,sct and think under speclal
psycological and prectical laws.While they have to face the real
dangers &nd must do the esctual job of preparing Lne “e"olution,jﬂ_,
the political exiles,have the crucisl task bﬁ-c%ﬂrt£$ the situstion

theoretically,thus creating the morel and intellectual basis for a

German Democrscy to ccwe.fhera ere indeed,among German refugees;some
/
brilliant thinkers snd many very taslented writePs,but only few

gifted snd treined politiciens.In-fdect we do not possess any man
who really would deserve the designation of a political leader.ie
do not have2 Thomas Masaryk nor can we boast of any new Lenin within

our ranks.

The People's Front - the broad,comprehensive concentration of ell
anti=Fascist forces - has never been a political reality with the
e

Ge mnn xiles.It wes,for six yesrs,keenly wished and propagated by

Gnpt Ml xR Ly) e vy P e ls W, R cwhed— za.Jguu_ofﬁ b opi-tom.

,-1]5\ ’_p [edoreal

th COmmuniqtq and bv many independant 1ntelleccdals,ﬁhiiq~%he Social

%) !"I'-'-\( ' \

DEmocretlc and Catholiec psrty lesdsers,together with certain liberals
and conservatives,obztinatedy refused to collaborate with any adherents
of the Kremlin.Now,of course,since Hitler and Stelig.ﬁeemingly made
friends,those traditional foes of the PeoOple's Front Hoisddy exclaim,
with 2 sort of embittered triumph:"lie are not tﬂh&t“aurprisen-gg-we
aluaye—tmew-shris-would hapnen&#é reslized from the beginning thet
Stalin_ggﬂat least es bad as Hitler,and that his followers misused

the sscred notilon of/ﬁémocracy as a propaganda trick,for their own

bloody sims." ¥ The ézmmunists,on the other hand,reply with contempt

gnd—eneer:"The policy of the People's Front was doomed to fzil,since

R 3 (o i ;_-‘.-'/f)'-x Y~ 0-«’-':)-?“,,;_‘




A
it was stubbornly ssboteged by the cepitallists,including the so=-called
Social Democrats - just as the efiightered Soviet conception ci/ﬁhllec:
tive gecurity was betrayed by the so-called femocracies." § It 1s im=
Dossible de deny that both of these versions contain certain portions
of truth,and that both of them ere one-sided.

The situetion is complex and-has-meny different aspee%ﬁ:ihere are
many B*ﬂbﬂwmwr@nd questions involved,and therssere many different weys
£} Crmorrinie
tosmswer t em.What we need,however,is not 9% interesting discussion
but & e¢lear solution.io tske sides in a hemwpldesbedyf struggle always
meens to simplify complicated matters.¥et we must take sides,we are

f'o)

R.)

to do 80. F L_!Jll _,).'\._‘{ J;':}-'{,"*-—\ ij

expleining my own point of view,I hope to express,more or less

=

\‘-'u

precisely,the ideas and convictions of many among among my fellow=-exiles.
1 have reason#,indeed,to believe thaet the majority of them feels appro=
ximately the same way I do,although there exist minoritles,either reac=

tionary or redicel,who noisily exclaim gquite different opinions.

e 'i,,.qs-u:

rw%, I heve never been s Egmmunlsu nor a Marxist,but I wae-fer—the poli=

/1cal collaboration with the kommunists,up to the end of August 1959.

¥y personal experiences and disappointments,as far as the Soviet Union
and the Third Internationsl are concerned,sre very similar to those
which Vincent Sheeanfgi frankly sdmitted snéd—so—intellipgentiy-aiscussed.
I em sbsolutely against the new Soviet poliey.I am deeply shocked,ahzég

the recent ects of Stalinist sggression,and I em disgusted with the

[
é‘* . Bypocritical, fantastic nonsense lr.Molotof offers as an explenation,
O=1ve
T Lo—ns V! ef—ris—evid-—deedas.l em entirely for the Xemocreclies - which I don't
T30 Nar)

entitle the “so-called".ﬁ?i desire the plasin vietory of France and
Britain.This does not mean however,that I have become an asrdent sdmirer
of Mr.Chamberlain nor thset I confound Mr.Churchill with a holy manp.
I merely think that Britain and France,at this moment,are doing what

e & i i

% .
we wanted and expdoded them to do for seven years;they defend European
™
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o
civilization sgeinst Nazi aggression.lhis remains the truth even if

the two,ﬂémocrscies went into the war not for ideclogical reasons
'
v

but in order to dedems protect their national independence and their

empires.l am for the Allies not necann of, their imperislism but iq
\_-_ﬁ\ O+l t‘ l‘L MMM-'J‘ Dﬁ"‘-d ET SN o 4"“""_—#"

sgite of it;i am for them,in snOrt,Decause they make an heroic aifort

to smesh Hitlerism,the azrch-enemy of our civilization,and finelly Dbe=
cause they proclaim as their war eims the orgenization of stable peace
and of a better order in Kurope.
It is hard for me to remain quiet and—petdent whenewew falthful
wbl -
Staldinists confiem-me that England is "at leest" as rotten as Nazl

ermany, and that Daladier's Frence is even a little worse.uerman

communists to be sure,herdly would telk that way.Their position is

perticulary delicate,even tragic.lheir hatred of Hitler 1s genulne,snd

fthev never could make their peace with any Nazi governmenEJéﬁﬂy—iaanéy

o f -~ = & =0

,Zhe ides that the Hitler-Stalin alliance may last,and that the Fiihrer
himself eventually eéiia establish qomebﬁiﬂﬂ 1iﬂL_&-ﬁational,ﬁolqheviqm,
must horrify and confuse those unhappy comrades.For they flatly deny
that -there P0ssibly GoUld-exist-—sueh-a-bhing-es-lbad-communism' ;b
that there ever could be s State which would be sociaslistic and,at

the same time,nationellstic,1mm0ra%}and despotic.Their obstinate over-
estimation of the purely economic angle - the most dengerous feature of
the Marxian philosophy - is the actual source of most of their mistakes,
They identify,nafvely and erroneously,the imperialistic interest of

the Kremlin with the very notions of "good","progressive" and "human"
But while the Third Internstionsal cynicelly and openly asbandons the
anti-fascist gg}gens the German branch,;i—gia t;gﬁwﬁtEE'E?E'muﬂt mae

g desperate effort to save its gnti-fasciat face,by cﬁﬁél;giﬁ; that

Stalin reslly is Hitler's most dangerous foe.They are apparently un=

able to grasp the simple hat = c@aah between Stelin and Hitler,
Lt




—-ii=
even if événtﬁélI?\;ﬁ W oceurs, wouldmdt meansbﬁfniné but Husd
another struggle between two greedy dictators - &an event without
an% morel significance.

The German é%mmunists,ﬁt this nistcricéi moment,have a final
chance to liberate themselves from the traditionel Russiasn guerdlan=
ship which is responsible for the tragic failure of the German radicals,
from 1919 up to 19353.Are they golng to return,sfter tHe hectiednler=
lude of the-People's Front,to that sterile,anti-democratic asttitude
that eliminsted their influence in the feraway deys of the Weimar
Republic? # 1 am sfrsid there are,again,?erman{&bmmunists vho hate
the Socisl Democrets much more intensely than they ever hated the
Nazis,while certein liberals,conservetives,Soecliel Democrats and former
@Enmunists smong the exiles loathe the é%mmunists more than they
losthe the devil,and keep—en telkinmg end actiag like regular red-
baiters.Their traditional battle-cry,repested now with & new fervour,

J
19:"Der Feind steht linksl" - "Tnéj%emy stends to the left..."

T had my own little adventure with those red=-baliting gentlemen -
Kamd 0f G

a grotesque and dreery =xperience which I may wk be sllowed to mention
although it esrtainly is insighificant in 1tself. ¥ & few days after

the conclusion of the Berlin-Moscow Pect,s German Social Democrat,
= : V?‘
living ¢ New York, questioned me,beiefly end harshly:!'Whst do you

think about the new}j;reement?Do you 1like it?Your answer has to be
&
Yes or No!' p The situetion,at thet moment,was still more confused
% | ) Y F
end undegided than it 1is totday,end I myself was in a state of be=
wilderment and depression.Besides,I didn't like the "Yes or No" trick.

Therefore 1 refused to make a statement,and just wrote & polite, some=

L_.-_ e T T

what evasive privete note - which, by—tire—way, did not contaln a

single word 1in favoﬁr of the Soviets.&eweve?]it wes published f4rst

Fruraeeyi 'wr
'

» 4313 in the New York orgen of the Germen Social Democrats,and,
f

a few weeks later,in Der Neue Vorwirts, officisl paper of the German




B
Socisl Democratic Perty in Peris,and finally in Das Neue Tage-ke=s
Buch(Paris/Amsterdam),an independ@nt weekly edited by Lne gifted

political journslist Leopold Schwarzschild.Herr Stampfer,editor of

Der Neue Vorwidrts,curtly remasrked that I had for ever betrayed "the

cause of freedom and a better Germany",since I dild not behsve like a
nice boy and had wickedly refused to say "Yes or No" =ss the teacher
had expected me to do.My old friendﬂ Sechwerzschild, however,went still

further§} have known him for maeny vesrs snd have written dozens of

erticles for his magezine.It was only recently that I got somewhat

'estranged from him.For this self-styled minor dictetor and fanetical

"1iberal" does not allow anybody to express any opinions which he
‘I ¥
does not share. i}l was called, in M».Sehwerzschildbs weekly,"an old
: i iﬁ‘a_‘: o r—;-m-‘ A o

Soviet spent who finslly hes shown his genuine face".Thus are the
= A

emezing words of an anonymous "New York correspondenéﬁqzven the Nazis
et

have never dared to pronounce so fentastic aﬁ insinvetien ageinst me.

glhpt dubious champién of "liberalism",however - Herr Schwerzschild -

[

obvigdsly hes leas commoh sSense and less moral inhibitions than even

[

Paul Joseph Gﬁbbels&ln serious times jeewewenyeoven indecend jokes

-

and sbsurd escepades jel—thatseg mry have serious consequences.lhere=

fore 1 considered it necessary to conmpose & detailed/ﬁeply,expleininé

e’

-

that I em not and never have been & Soviet agent,in me,sgnse of the
22
wnrd,reither directly net indirectly,ﬁeither consciously for sub=-con=
sciously,.,I don't know yet,set this moment,whether or not Mr.Schwarz=
schild will be ineclined to publish the self-defense of a man,who was
B \\"'% s s luesde @ u'“-'u-'L'f“"\-"h b,
u=eandy c&ﬁig;pted in the—seme peper W —-ea—eontPibutor—of-whieh—he
used—to-e for a decade.
= o a.

A11 this,of course,sounds Very-amaeh liKEAﬂStOPm in ke tes cu&‘;;
The minor incident,however,edesrily shows how far those among my fellow=-
exiles,who are possessed by the anti-red manls,may be-—ready—%e go.

Since they don't hesitate to defame persons like myself,whose reputa=




==
tion heppens to be fairly solid, $ whet can the others expect who are
more helpless or more exposed?lIn fact,the hysterical liberals Keep on
slandering people and organizazions,&ias deliberately deepenling the
abyss which alresdy exists between the varied anti-Nazil groups.gZspecially
in France they ruthlessly denounce sll of those whom they consider red,
or not guite snti-red enougn.The position of the German refugees in
Peris - which snyway is not an easy position sas circumstances are - LMJ
becomei tragically confused througn the mean intrigues among the exiles
y v Gy L0 \
themselves.0n the other hand,the GOmmﬁnista{also-aregTEHponsihle for
certain unpleasant events that have happened.How can they expect to
be trested ss friends and allles of the Democrecies,since they appewe
approve ~—er—ab-leest;ngfuse—sto—disapprove~— of Stalin's aenti-democra=
tic aggressivness? # The shameful truth is that both ef+%ke radical
-
@rowoa,left';f right,among German exiles behave just as badly as possiof
The disunion of the different anti-Fascist groups and parties aew
led to the final collapse of the Weimar Republic.Must this sinister
tragedy be repeated,once more? gdplThe other day,1 received a feirly

I

stimuleting and instructive paper,entitled "Inside Nazi Germany",

; ]
" sublished by the Friends of the German Peoplets Front in Londoﬁmtw
/

On its front page I found the following remarksi

"According to Press reports a 'German National Council' has recent=
1v been formed at Zurich.Neither its programme nor 1its representatives
have anvthing in common with the Germen democretic movement.lhis
Council is led by two former Nezis,Dr.H.Reuschning eand Dr.0tto Strasser,
and has neither influence nor connection with the democratic,anti-
Nazl opposition..."

And why sre those Friends of the German People's Front in London

so definitely against the suthor of "The Revolution of Nihilism'

and against the ective leader of the anti-Nazl Black Front? Do they

dislike Beth-of them because they consider them not progressive,not
socislistic enough? p# No;what they hold against them is,surprisingly

enough,their "lack of patriotia&”qﬁor,in the opinlon of the Friends
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of the People's Front,"4nyone who agrees to a dismemberment of Germany
...has failed to learn anything from history."
The whole discussion a%%ut a future "dismemberment" or division of
the Reich is & striking symptom of the unfortunate confuslon in our
ranksﬁ%or it abviously would be wlser to leave so delicsete =a decision

to those,who will actually possess the power to decide,if and when the

(e h

ecisive moment c0mes..j don't think it is of our business fto demand

“from the Allies the division of Germany,as some exiles very clumsily
s

CR A AN AT sl

and tactlessly keep on doing.Nor should we exeidaim,alresdy shy.fau,our
€W . :
abhorrence of ®me remote a possibility.It depends on countless unpre=

dicteble circumstances whether or not such a inclisive measure ¥ill be

"advisable and practicsble.Fer more essential than the technicel problem

of how to change the European frontliers,is the other problem of how

to change and to improve the Europegn 8 i, above ] 5 o i5 7
o [Dea=rioe &3 padit e
and attitude of the German people. | ”*L___n

411 of us know,or should know,that Hitler does not represent the

! &191 b‘ entirety and certainly not the best elements of the German nation.Yet

X {.) it is absurd to pretend that the Germans merely were the innocent

victims of Nazi terror,The same Marxists,however,who have ridiculed
and attacked in exaggerated terms, for so msny years,the very conception
of nationslism,now have seemingly changed into ardent patrlots.what
they ectually are longing for is a powerful,fully armed Reich,allied
with a2 still more powerful Soviet Union.Their supreme wish-dream
obviously is to see Germeny ruled by a Berlin branch of the GPU,which
would work still more efficiently then even the Gestapo.lhe "liberal"
or conservative red-balters,on the other hand,are prepared to accept
any kind of @ government,after Hitler's fall a8 long as it 1s solidly
enti-socislistic.They apparently would love to swear obedience to

Fritz Thyssen,the houses of Hohenzollern and Habsburg,the Bank of

England,Monsieur Tardieu and the general Brauchitsch,under the only
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condition that no Soviet vaggedor will be admitted at Berlin,

£1]1 of this weuld be most discouraging end depressing - if we would
T T I"J:_::E‘ '-_, lara "_,_YJ_]_Q as H.’@‘I.:l. as inside the
country - ,young,pro atic ?GFCEE.¥Hﬂt e need = an
now more urcently so than ever before - 1s the colleboration and con=

c;nt?mtioxi of those pood Germans who reelly deserve the honoreble
names of cod BEuropes&rls snd good LeloCrets. I'his new and most time iy

cConce

ption of the People's Front excludes only those who are hopelessly

The Germen people must find its way to the sommuniby-errd coming

Federation of BFuropean nations.In order to do so we must not fraternlze

-~

with Asis nor with the most resctionary elements festern Europewner

with our Mes own compromised ancien régime. We do not need any "new

Metternich" as we did not heve any 1-.5131::-1(30:1.# uf-in-r:t went any

e

Napoléon since we did not have any revolution but g dreary,bloody

1L W

s

D

anarchy.wh need and want is real Democrecy which gZusr@gntees
order, freedom,social progress,and the peaceful collaboration with all
other nations.The essential toplc of all of our discusslons and specu=

letions,hopes and preparations must be and must remaln this delicate

end inspiring neotion of the coming European Democracy.
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