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The Germen QOpposition and the War.

By Kleus Menn.

I am golng to discuss the attitude end the verled resctlons of the
Germen snti-Nazi opposition in exlle.As to the foes of the Kazl réglme
inside Germeny,the situation 1is completely different.The men and women
who risk thelr lives to fight Hitlerlsm,wlthin the Relch,think and act
under special psycologleal and precticsl laws.ihlle they have to face
the real dangers and must do the actuel job of preparing the revolu=
tion,we ,the politicel exlles,have the cruciel task of clarifying
the situetion theoretically,thus ereating the moral and intellectual
basis for a German Democrascy to come.

The People's Front - the brosd,comprehensive concentration of ell

anti-Fascist for?ea - has never been a politicsl reallity wlth the

L
Germen exilégfﬁzﬁgfi,for six yesrs,keenly wished for and propegated
by the Commmunlists and by meny independant intellectuesls.It 1s hard
if not impossible to make any positive statement about the relative
or absolute strength of the different fasctions.ie may assume that the

four most significant groups are the Netionalists,represented by men

a’.
like Dr.Hermann Rsuschning and Otto Strasser;the Cathlecs,represented

by Splecker end Trevirsnus - while Dr.Briining still prefers tc remsin

in the background - ;the Soclal Democrats with Rudolf Breiltscheld

and Friedrich Stampfer,snd finslly the Communists.lost of the noted

writers and intellectusls don't belong to sny of these psrtles;
some of them,however,are more or less openly in connection with one

group¥ or another,
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For & while there exlisted a certain limited cOnformitv of opinions

e,
i R Y

among the different fectlons.During the Spanish Civil War the whole

—

of the politicsl Germen exiles,including the llberal Catholies,

(Lle
urgently wanted a Loyalist victory.ind when it came to)crisis of

Czecho-Slovakia,all of us,without any exception,felt sympathy with
theqbzech_ﬁeopla end bitterly disapproved of the ruthless manner

in which they were sacrificed and betrayed,In splte of such transient
agreementa,however,tna Social Democrgtic and Catholie party leaders,
together with certein liberals and conservatives,refused to col=

——

lgborate with seny adherents of the Kremlin,Now,of course,since

e e
Hitler end Stalin heve seemingly made friends,those traditionsl foes
of the People's Front excleim,with a sort of embittered triumphs
'We are not surprised as we reaslized from the beginning that Stalln
was at least as bad as Hitler,and that his followers used the

sacred notlion of democracy as a propeganda trick, for their own

bloody aims,’
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The Communists,on the other hand,reply with equal contempts: 'The po=
licy of the People's Front was coomed to fell,since 1t was stubbornly
saboteged by the cepitelists,including the so-called Sociesl Democrats =
just as the Soviet conception of collective securlty was betrayed by the
so-celled democraciles,'It 1s impossible to deny that both of these
versions contaln certain portions of truth,end that both of them are
one-sided,The situation is most complex.There are many questlons 1nvolved,
end many different ways of enswering them,

The position of the German Gommunists,at this historicel moment,is
particulary delicate,even tragic.They want Hitler to fall but they don't
want the Alliea to win as 1t is Btalin's final vietory and triumph they
vish for.;hmy assume that Stalin actually keeps on being en "anti-fascist|

m—— e e e et

and that he still is Hitler's most dangerous enemy - while Chamberlain,

according to this somewhat surprising theory,does not reaslly dislike the
Nazis,and is ¥eeddw preparing the "crusade" ageinst the 50V1Bt54§0&t

of- the -German-fommnists are-convinced thet-Britein eventumily Wwill
accept & fascist or- -semi-feselst Germany es an 341y~againat.SQvictuRusaigi
The 1dea that the Hitler-Stalin elliance may last,and that the Fihrer
himeself sooner or later might establish some sort of netional bolshevism,
mast horrify and confuse those unheppy comrades,For they flatly deny

that there ever could be & State which would be sociallstic and,at the

seme time,netionalistic,immoral,and d otic1fhain_ﬂhsn1nate_e¥er-ssgiu

metion of the purely economic engle - the mést dengerous faatgpdﬂgf
- -

v -
the Marxian tradition - is the ac¢tual source of muaquﬁ-fheir mistakes,
_._J—-l"
They are apparently-ﬁnable to grasp tgg”simpia “truth that a clash bet=

Jit%gg,eren'lf 1t eventually occurs,would mean nothlng

—

ween Stzlin and

i

—

but snother~8t gle between two greedy dlectators - an event without

mﬁhh&-&&gniﬁhuuuuﬁ(
The it touwdeamimbig dubious tactics,howsver,of varied experienced

red-baiters smong German exiles,make 1t very hard for the gbmmuniats
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to change their own attitude and to sdmit thelr errors.There ere 1n
our ranks certain liberals,conservatives,and former communists,who
losthe Stelin and his fo%iz;rs even more intensely than they could
posaibly hate the Nazis{{he most active and most hyaterical one among
them is Herr Leopold‘é;hquzschild,editor of the weekly "Das Neue
Tuge-ﬂuch“{Paris{ﬁmaterdam;}ﬁe happens to be a highly gifted peclitical
journelist;the most able oné,perhupn,bhe German opposition possesses,
His teslent and his morals,however,are on the verge of being rulned
by his recent anti-socislistic obsession,He has abused Lion Feucht=
wanger as a crook and Heinrich Mann as a crooked half-wit,since both
have admitted themselves ss adherents of the People's Front.He 1s
ridden by the 1dée fixe that anyoné who considers anything in Soviet
Russia es not so bad,must be bribed by the Kremlin with heaps of gold,.

I myself waaﬂfafounced in an fmprm’moua erticle,published by "Das Neue

an G oy 0 guiet )
Tage=-Buch" iven the Nezls gave never dared to pronounce so fantastile
a charge ageinst me.WWemwm--j@ﬂr-m-*m-*

escepedes may heve aeriousﬁbnqgaquences.Therefore I considersd it

e, \ PR
necessary to compose a detailed r@pﬁgiffplaiﬁ{hg that I am not and

———__
— -

never heve been pmanwiet'éésht,ln any sehaqmgzgthe word, either directly

W&m&MLM&?M%&W /

_~F{A1l this,of course,may sound like & "gtorm in a tea cup."The

—
HAY

minor 1ncident,hnwéver;§hows hﬁw fer those among my fellow-exlles,

who seem to be possessed by the anti-red manie,are willing to go.

Since they don't hesitate to defeme persons like myself,wheose reputation
heppens to be feirly sedd,solid,what een the others expect who are

more helpless or more exposed?in fscﬁ,bun_hynterlcal liberals keep on
slandering people end orgenizetions,deliberately deepening the abyss
which slready exists between the veried anti-Nazi grogpa?é?é~aaao¢&ation
of German=-American #Writers,for instence,was denounced aéla "gang of

Soviet agents",by-"Das Neue Tage=-Buch" and a Social Democratic paper.
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EQS Jasociution_actqallx includes most of the German er.li-lagl writers
living now in this country;men like Kartin Gumpert,Ferdinand ﬂ Bruckner,
Professor Tillich,and Heinrich Eduard Jaccb,The Baverian author (scar
Meris Graf 1= the President,Thomas Mann the honorary president,Bruno
Frank the presaldent of the Californian branch,Curt Riess - correspondent

of the "Paris Soir" - secretery general.To-pretend that all of these

liberals really were tools of Kremliwﬂﬁolitics,ia an absurdity,snd certaln=
ly & very sordid thing to do, Dennuﬁcamen 8 of this kind,however,have still
more serlous consequences in France.The position of the German refugees

in Peris -~ which anyway-is not an easy one,as circumstances are = has
become tragically econfused through the mean intrigues among the exiles
themselves,One can hardly blame nervous and ¢#=ewes suspiclous Frenchmen

thet they imprison Germans or Austrians,if the competriots of those

aliens insinnate they may be pald or volontary agents of the Kremlin or

the Wilnelmetrasse, <

S, o
German exil gere becoming,once more,the parias,They qugatﬁﬁly are
e
themselves respo ble - or at 1east‘£E£E;3“re§§0nsibly - for so unfor=

tunate a development, uﬂonn"ﬁﬁé§#axpaet to be treated es friends and

T
et
-

allies ofﬂtha“ﬁémocraoies ince they apperently espprove of Stalin's

The disunion of the different anﬁi-Faaciat groupa and psrties led

= i

to the final collapse of the Welmar Republic.Must *hia siniq*er tragedy

be repeated,once moret,.. e other dey,I received s fairly stimwlating

and instructive psper,entitled "Inside Nazi Cermsn;published by the

Friends of the Germsn People's Front in London,"oOn its fer front page
I found the followlng remearks:

"iccording to Press reports a 'German Netlonal Council' has recently
been formed st Zurich.Nelther 1ts program nor its representatives
have enything in common with the German democratic movement,Thls Council
is led by two former Nazls,Dr,H,Reuschning and Dr,0tto Strasser,and
has neither influence nor connectlon with the democratic,eanti-Nazi
c‘ppositicn. —
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«nd why ere those Frlends of the German People's Front in London

so definitely egainst the suthor ¥ of "The Revolution of Hihilism',

end sgeinst the sctive leader of the anti-Nazl Black Front?Do they
dislike them merely becsuse of their being "fgpméb_ﬁazia“?ﬁut this
iIs exsetly what éei@rnl influentiel EE n &Gmmunista are,lr are
Rauschning and Strasser unpopulgpfﬁifh the radicels because they are
considered as being not progﬁggsive,nﬂt gociaelistic enoughthoj what
the# Communlsts hold ageinst those two men l1s,surprisingly enough,
ebove all the;p»“léck of patriotism."For,in the oplinion of the
Fri@ndgﬁof'the Peoplet's PFront,"/inyone who agrees to-a dlsmemberment
qr-dé;ﬁeny...hns felled to learn anything'frum“nistorylf]f
The whole discussion of a future "dismemberment"” or“civiaion of

the Reich 1s a striking syptom of the unfortunate confusion 1in our

ranks #wmw—mmmmom

the veried 71£ 1t _comes-—to—tNE ASITEFTE GUSELION OF the future
construaction mmummwwﬂuot e single one of the
party leaders,to be sure,has ever preonounced in publlc that a partition
of the Reilch would be edvisable or tolerable,The assertion that

Rousehning or Strasser,both belng rether netionalistic,ever uwade

such a tatement,certainly 1s untrue.Some #&berr&-ar—aanaea¥ﬁ¥4¥¢

_.(M.:RS\N"
]authors however, have urgently recommended the total dlsarmsment end

the division of tha Reich.géifz#ﬂiiier 8 Egii}aa the only ressonable

i

aolutiékfnnil Ludwig, for instance - en independant writer who does not
represent any party - seems to be possessed by the 1ldea that no
Europesn peace could be permanent as long as the Relich exlsts.The
.ustrisn poet and novelist Franz Werfel declared that there wes indeed
something like a "better Cermany",namely iustrla and Catholle
RBaveria,Prussis,therefore,should be lsclated,while Vienna has to
become the cultural and political center of a "HEuropesn Germany”

to come.
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There ere many shades of different idess,hopes end convictlons.
The Trotzkylsts,who still have their own peper by the name of "Unser
ort" ,sre not interested in snything but in the world revolutlon.
Herr Schwarzschild expressed his opinlon,already before the war started,
that whet Germsny reelly needs was &n occcupation army which would
stey in Berlin for quite a while,and would finally "educate" our

nntion,(}hua he preached in an article,entitled "The Dey ifter...”,

which was published In his own ma;azinﬂ.lfL The Soclel Democrats
positively are for the meintenence of Grester Germany,as the conception
of an ustro~Germen Anschluss always represented an essential element
of their political tradition.The leader of the austrlien party,Ctto

Aned tor.
Bauerygwho recently died in exiléjgTevourss the union between Austris
and the Cerman Republic.iiis splritusl successor,dbessciwabecis,

the general Jullus Deutsch who has been asctive 1in the Spanish Civil

Wer,falthfully follows his pattern.In his ppper;hi-r Sczlalistische

Eamnf“lhe bitterly attacka all those who keep on propagating an
independunt Austria,for instence the Austrian monerchists . frere—re
the consapvetiye—mrr-f-ortyIIstiv-Tiement®y/on the other hand there
exista,paradoxically enough,s certein agreement between the Germen
Commnists end the Austrian monarchists,es both groups think sustrla
should agein be seporated from the Reich.In other respects a pertial
undrestanding between pise Communists and Social Democrets 1s noticesble,
For they agree at least upon one matter;that Germany,after Hitler's
F/~ el b
fall,mst remain un-divided,independant,and fully armeghbbtu Stampfer,

editor of the Soclal Democrstie peper in Peris "Der Heue Vorwirts",

has ennounced that we need,sbove all,a "peopleta ermy",and es to
the Commmunists they sppsrently shere this wishdream.
It is remarkeble how pstriotic the Germen radicals have become.

The seme Marxists who used to ridicmnle and to attsck in exaggerated




o .
terms the very notion of netionslism,now have seemlngly changed into
ardent patriots.,You might get the impression,whlle you keep listening
to them,that the actusl responsibility for the Nezi horrors entirely
légs with the British,I frequently have to remind radical German friend

of the minor feet that Hitler,efter all,still resides 1q Berchtes=
il H#t K was H e bnpwely ok Berokss bl GU’-“"‘#’ o oo Aol

gaden not in Downing St“eat}To over-gmphasize Auaﬁh-l.baaa;iﬁiIﬁZﬂ&f:f
‘mﬂhﬁWﬁﬁ’tho innocence of the

German people,is almost as dangerous a misteke as the other one
of identifying Hitler with the German nati0n.iLa—nLhan_aannan;_aadata;
bt £y i e TR b B i el B B ) GRS B Sy mpd P A ) |
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The Germsn Communists complain that the French government refuses

to collsborste with any German exiles bnt with the most reactlonsry
ones,The radicsl Germsn perlodicals in Paris are banned,wnlle eny
utterance coming from Otto Stgasaer,Dr.ﬁnuachning,the Kaiser in
Doorn,or some Habsburg prlﬁzéﬁgeapeetfully &s quoted in the dally
papers.The present rulers of France ﬂ:ﬁ:&:ﬁﬁdhmuur,according to the
German comrades,e future Germany that would be reactlonary and st

once completely powerless,There may be a germ of truth in these bYitter

rou
statements;meny fsctajhowever - " - =

how one-sided snd distorted they really are.Let alone tiie guestion

of whether men like Reuschning and Strssser sctually deserve the
designation of "resctionarles.,"Just a few days ago,e leeding German
Communist told me that kr.® Rauschning in the bottom of his heart

was an adherent of Hermenn Giring.Incidentally I read in the next
morning's paper That Rsuschning had exposed Géring in the most radleel
way,by telling,or rather by confirming,the amazing story of the
Relchstag fire in which the Fleld Eershal has pleid so sinister and
central & r8le,..s to Otto Strasser,he left the Nazl party,&t’he felt

fitler not to be soclslistic enough.Hls last book deals with a men




vhom one conld hardly ¢rll & reactionary herojwith Thomss lasaryvk,
But 1 we even assume that both Stresser and Hsusehning sctually were
hyper-conservetives; they esre DY no means the only ones whose writings
are sllowed to be published in Frence.The pspers of the Soccial Democrat
end verled other left or liberal groups sre still admitted ms well,

- v : Qﬂvm
Willl W'inzenber g fer—imsbened,who used to be the most influential B

Communist for msny yesrs,keeps on editing in Paris his political

weekly by the name of "Die Zukunft."It is true that kinzenberg has

definitely turned sgeinst the Communiat party.ile did not rencunce,

however,his sociallstic convicetions.He wrote in "Die Zukunft",

on November 24,1939:"

"With Hitler the most shemeful period of German history reaches
its end./fter him,the only solution for the Qerman people will be
a social system that permits to overcome the norrible economie and
culturel consequences of these gruesome yeers,and which cooperates,
within a European Federation, 1In the pesceful solution of interna=
tional problems;the system of o liberal and socislistic State.™

There it is,the problem end the demand which 1s much more essential
than the rether technieal guestion of how to change or to meintain
the frontliers of Germpany.Many of us think that it is not of our
business to demand from the £1llies the division of Germsny;nor should
we snnounce our abhorrence of so remote a possibllity.lt depends on
count less unpredictable eircumstences whether or not such an incisive
messure will be advisable and practicsble,it depends,above all,on the
spirit in which such a measure would be conceived and accowplished.
Bilsmarck's Relch does not exlist any, longer;the Fihrer hlmself has
destroyed it.The Greater Gerumsny hegcfgated)ia not the same Reich
the liberals of 1848 used to dresm of.The "Other Germany",the @»
German opposgsition could and4ﬂ%u1d accept even the division of this
Greater Germany,provided thaet it will be cerrled out in the sense
end spirit of European reconciliationjand with the admitted aim

of preparing the necesssry Federation of the BEuropean States,




-l
b

There sre many exiles,either organized in varied perties or inde=
pendant,who feel - as I mys2lf do - that the moat lmmldiete and most
urgent tesk is to get rid of Hitler.He muet be beaten.The .llies mst
win the war.Instesd of dsmenting about an "unfelr pesce" which they
might eventually dictete,we should do our best to create,among our
own pecople,the psycoleglcal end peclitical conditions thet would enable
the victors to meke 2 decent sné lasting arresngement.

/hat we need,and now more urgently so than ever before,is the col=
lebeoretion and concentretion of those good Germans who reslly deserve
(ol & adodsEFrba Gﬁ Mt*"ﬂ wht o AA An<Oan d# well = W eanas onde .
“—tHe honorable nanes of good Buropeans and g£ood Democrﬁfﬁ}fﬂiilggéfggg
most timely conception of the People's Front exelndes only two groupsa

=l o
There Wwnéd be by room for those red-beiters who joyfully would

accept any kind of government,after Hitler's fell,es long as it 1s
s0lldly enti-socieliatic.lMen like Leopold Schwarzsenild would apperently
love to swear obgedlence to Fritz Thyssen,the houses of iohenzollern
end Habsburg,the Benk of England,and the general Brauchitsch,under the
only conditicn that no Soviet embessador will be admitted at Berlin.,
The petriotic Marxists,on the other hand,sre longing for a powerful
Releh,ellied with s 3till more powerful Soviet Union.Their supreme
wish-dresm obviously is to see Germany ruled by & Berlin urench of
the GPU which would work still more efficiently than even the Gestapo.
4Both sclutions look pretty sinister end discouraging to the majority
of the politicsel German exiles.

The German people must find its way to the Federation of Europesm
States which we should help to prepere.ln order to do so we must not
Preternize with Aslie nor with the moat reectlonary elements of western
Europe.We do not need any "new Metternich" as we did not have any
Napolé&on.Nor do we want any Hepoléon since we did not have any revolu=
tionjbut 8 bloody,dreery anarchy.What we need and want is real

Democracy which guerantees order,freedom,soclal progress,and the




boration with g&ll other nationa.The essential




