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o I e B8IXNCLAIR'S NEW NOVEL
Reviewed by K 1l eus M ann
Wide is the Gete, by Upton sinelelr (Viking Press. § 3.00)

"In tregic times like these, an elderly author hes nothing to give
but words., This collection of words is dedlcated to the men and women
in meny parts of the world who are . iving their lives in the csuse of
freedom and human decency."

This simple statement - the motto of Upton Sinclair's novel Dragon's
Teeth (1941) - might a8 well be used in presenting his new work, Wide
is the gete, Both books are fragments, or instalments, of one eplc

scheme « g documentary sage of vest dimensions surveying the structure
of modern civilization. The spirit of morel awareness und sociel responsi=
bility - characteristic of sinclair's work in its entirety - becomes
particularly evident and impressive in these recent narrative contri=
butions, Here the author renounces, deliberately snd emphatically, all
sesthetic subteltles and devices., He is plain, fectusl, almost ecrude.
it once humble and inordinstely ambitious, he almost ceases to be an
artist - spurning the whole roster of literary dbegulsegsemd contri=
vances; tackling llfe directly - the real thing, undisgulsed, shameless
and colossals Even Zola's naturslistic style seems artificial, compared
with Sincleir's brutally sober approesch, The greast Frenchmen - in many
respects the model end master of the gmerican - indulges lavishly in
symbollist images and poetic allusions, There is, in Zola's work, a musical,
not to say Wagnerlan, element, in which Sineclelr 1s utterly lscking.
He 1s dry and didsctic, not without a Puritan touch, for all his rebellious
pathos and the liberality of his views,

Is wide 1s the Gate & novel? Yeewenmd-moIf so0, 1t represents & new

end rather hazerdous experiment with thie trsditional genre, 2 novel deals,




-P -
as a rule, wlth imeginery characters snd situetions. In Sincleir's story,
however, most persons end events are taken from the reslity - not even
the nemes ere chenged. Nazl chieftains and British politiclans, Spenish
rebels and international finenciers, the profiteers snd the victims of
the greast political geme - they all apperr without make-up, and ere called
4dolf Schicklgruber Hitler, Sir Basil Zeuharoff, Hermenn Goering, Sir
John simon, Putzi Henfsteuengl, General Francisco Franco, end so forth,
The vietims, of course, are introduced under fictlitious names; yet they
ere as unmietakebly euthentic as eme the famous tyrantes end exploliters.
I hseve known girls like Trudl Schultz, the brave and clever anti-Nezi
; ~ Raoul Pelma, the Spanish Loyalist,

fighter.
looks frmilier to me, snd I eam herdly surprised when he introduces the
hero of the book to an excellent woman whose company I asctuelly enjoyed
irn Bercelona - Constancis de la Nore, descended from one of the most
1llustrious sSpanish femilies and erdently devoted to the cesuse of the
Spanish people,

The young maen who has as incongruous scquaintences es Herr Hitler and
Senorit# de la Mora, Trudl Schmltz and Besll Zsharoff, 1s %‘ smericen
Lanny Budd, who certeinly deserves to be cslled & hero, ln the good old

deshing sense oft the word. The resders of Dragon's Teeth, end of the

preceding parts of Upton Sinclelr's novellstic cyecle, are ashe long
familiar with this engaging personage and his multimlilllioneire wife,
Irma Barnes Budds 4t this point of our chronicle, Lanny is thirty-four
yeers but looks much younger = an indestructible juvenile. We first meet
him egein @t the wh:lﬁ Prance, st the funerel of his old friend
Freddl Robin, murdered in s Nazl concentration camp. islle und %enerous,
young Lanny tours the Buropesn contlnent - everywhere in contaet with
and plotting egainst, the men of great power and evil will. we see hiu
in Hitler's mountein retreat, near Berchtesgaden, conversing with the

Piihrer - a brilliant scene, by the wey, althou h it mey fell short of




the masterly Goering portralt presented in [Iragon's Teeth, Lanny colla=

borates with the Germen underground opposition; rushes from Berlin to
Cannes, from Sulzburg to paris, from London to Itrly, then across the
Atlentie, from New York back to France, from Peris to Barcelons, Valencla,
and Madrid, He is smart and neive, unflagginly enthusisstic ~ & fervent
end efficient friend of all those who fight egedmet Fascism and retrogre=
ssion. His wife, quite naturslly, is somewhat irritated by his soclalist
leanings end the inereasing number of hias Leftist friends. The helress

of febulous wealth resents in perticulsr her husbend's comradeship with
Trudl Schultz, who meens obviously more to Lenny than comrades usually
do, Irme has plenty of resson to be disturbed #s he fashionsble friends
keep plying her with insidious questions:; "Why on earth should you give
your trust to this men? ..+ And what do you think will be our feellngs
when we are named as the mother, the wife, the mother~in-lsw, the friend,
of this sterry-eyed comrade of assessins? Have the rich no rights thet

# young Pink is bound to respecty"

But the stsrry-eyed comrasde continues with unabated élan his risky
activities. He smuggles Trudl Schultz out of the Third Reich, He performs
one stunning fest after the other, and altogether behaves like certein
helpful end heroic characters popularized by the funny-papers = Tarzan
or Supermans Thanks to Lanny, Upton Sinclairt's grimly factual report
sssumes et times en elmost fuirytale-like ;hara:tsr. The world in which
the young hero lives is the fierce, merclless world we know - described
by the chronicler with remerksble conscigntiousness# and gquasi-sclientific
precision; & sordld, dengerous world full of struggle and treachery;
the world of the Germen coneentrution eesmps, the Abyssinlen war, the
tregedy of Spain, the disgrece of Munieh, But Lanny, the shrewd observer
end spirited fighter, seems to antlclpete, e#s e cheracter and in his
thoughts, a different and better world to come. And so so does his
suthor = Upton Sinclalr, the most asssiduous crussder end story-teller

in modern lliterature.




