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NOTES IN THE RUSSIAN ZONE

By Kleus Menn

|

DRESDEN, June

"Se vou're coing to the Russian zone? Foor Herr Menn! Reallw, I
pity woul”

¥v Berlin landlady seemed inde=ed quite upset when told that I
was leaving for “eneny territory" -- namelv, the Soviet-occupled
nert of the Reieh. To her, it was like making an excursion to hell.

1 sould not help grinning in view of her sad pgrimace, Had she
known how much I was looking forward to this particuler experiencel
#hile the Berlin housewife wes feeling so extremely sorry for me
and my companions, many & fellow-correspondent envied us the oppor=
tunity to take & peep behind the Iron Curtain,

The necessary arrsnﬁgementa for our trip were mede through the
speciel courtesy ﬂF.RuﬂFiﬁﬂ Publiec Reletions offlcinls. Cur party
ee ipelnding onlv we and two personal Pri@ndah;- was free Lo pick
the plaees we cegred to vielt; our rosuest to interview Germans
without Russisn witnesses was unhesitetinglv ranted.

ihe do most Germans belleve that conditions in the Russisn zone
ape infinitely worse than in anv other area? This question kept
puzzling me as I moved glong throu'h Sovistecontrolled Germen terri=
torv. The lend we passed throu.h,(on our way ﬁron Berlin to Droaﬁen,h
looked so pesceful &nd prosperoust-

The filelds seemed to be in fine shape, mromising good erops of
whest, vegetables, potatoss. Every bit of ground was cultigsted. In
indnstrial centers spsred by our bombs the chimnevs smoked lustily.
There ean be no doubt that s lot of work 1s being done under the

Ruasisn rule.

—

1t t1s trne, Dresden sprears #loorv end pitiful. Once internati=

—

onally famed for the asplendors of l1ts architecture, the great city
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on the Elbe river has been reduced to a desert of rubble and rulns
b~ one of the moat mercilesslv devestating bomberdments of the wer.

But then, it was not the Russiens who dropped high exrlosives
an Dresden's celabrated Zwinger museum, the Csstle snd the staetaly
opars house,., The inhabitants of this ghost e¢ity should know by now
whom thev have t0 blame for thelr calamit~, There are plentvy of signs
end posters sdorning the blesk remnants of bulldings end monuments,
to remind the population of the grest culprit's nawe end responsi=
bilitv. "This is Hitler's workil" the huze inscriptions resd. And
svain, "That's whet the Fuehrer has done to youl"

Besides, if Dresden 18 one of the most eruvelly beaten Germen
cities == pt least ss thoroughly destroved ss Colorne or Hambur: ==,
1t looks comperativelr neest =nd orderl-. All the rubble has been
romoved from the streets, which ere flanked bhv 1little pyramides
of pedentieally piled bricks and rocke. As for the people, they too
have o fairlr clean, deecent mppesrance. The sverage Dresdener seems
*o be sbout as woll:fr*saﬂd as ere his countprmen in the western

and southern zZones,. |

—

Whet sbout the food situation? Our German interlocutora, when
asked this obvious gquestion, produced promptly their ration cerds.
To our surprise, we found out thet food rations hore are econsidernbly
nigher then in other parts of occupled Germenv -- a significant fect
of which the Russisn~domineted Germen population seems to be es
uneware ss we had been, up to now.

A German worker in the Sovlet zone gets a dasilv bresd ration of
s lmost one pound, whils his colleajyue under Amerlesn control has to
bhe satilefied with two mee:re slices. Fet rations (30 grams butter a
dev for a working maen) are sbout twice ss high mas in the U.S, aren.
As Tor sugar, that artiele is entirelvr leeking on retion cards in
U.8.~coverned Baveris, wherees Saxonisns, nder Soviet jurisdiction,
have a daily 25-grame ration, Keat seems to be the only essential

food item of which Americanezoners get somewhat more thean their

comnatriots in Rusalan<held territory.
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All the natives with whor we discussed the matter (in manv cases
without anY Russien listening to our conversation) sgreed that the food
rations have never been eut, and that they are elwsys fully distribmted.
"Prape may be occasional delays," we were told, "caused by transpor=
tation difficulties. We heve no rubber, vou know, end trucks don't run
without tires... 8o if this week's butter ration heppéns to be somewhat

Jn the end,"
late, we don't worrvy too much, because we know we'll gﬁfﬂfa}rﬂjr}

Yot 1t would be an exsggeration to say thet Dresdeners lookiﬁwell-
fed; on the contrary, most of them are rather on the skinnv side and
have that hollow-eyed, tired expression typiecel of the hungry. If you
don't see manv fet Germans in the U.S. zone, here you heve to look
pretty hard to find one of normel weight, Even though the officisl

comparative lv)
food rations in this ares are wggee plentifnl, living conditions here
are more sustere then in other Germen provineces. The simple explenation
for this seemingly peradoxiecal fact 1s the elmost complete absence of
a Blaek Merket, While in the American-controlled domain practically
sverybod~ gzets himself some edditional food supplies from 1llegal
sources, the Germens in this part of the country are sctually compelled
to live on what is legelly allotted to them.

There 18, in the Soviet zome, no Black Market to speek of, mostly
beceuse the discipline imposed by the oceuprving power 1is stringent
enough to frighten the suthority-conscious Germen population. We eould
not find out exsetly what kind of runishment a Bleck Merketeer wonld
heve to expect under Red-Armvesponsored local reyulations; it does not
seem 1ikely, however, that such e foolhardv operator would get away
with a few weeks or months in a Germen prison. Whet people are afraild
o 1a not jell but Sibiria....

But even if the Germans were not 8o deeplv awed by Russian vigilance
and rigor, thev would not find many "black" goods te buy as the out=

put of local farms and factories 1s under the strictest control, and

any trade with the outside world is utterlv out of the question., As for
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the Russian soldier, he seems hoth less mercensry end less welleeguip=
red then his counternumber in the U.,S, aren, GI Joe sells teo the
"Krants" all conceiveble kinds of commodities, from cendy to army
trucks, Red Ivan, on the other hand, doesn't have much to sell; he is
rather inclined to hﬁv the things thet mavy eeteh his fenev, often for
exorhitant prices (money does not seem to meen & great deal to him),
or else to take them, if necessary,

Besides, Germen citizens in these parts would hardly be in a posi=
tion to pay 1,500 marks (= § 150) for a certon of ciusrettes, which is
the American~-established rate on the Berlin Blasck Merket. For in the
Russinon zone all Germen bank sceounte have been blocked and remain
frozen for the time being, "to avold inflation." Apart from the siek
end o0ld who are free to drew limited sums, people here depend on what
thev setuslly meke by thelr work, As taxes on larger incomes are all
mt vninous (not only in the Russian Zone but everywhere in the Reieh),
money mekes itself sceree® end 1s not being spent recklessly,

Neturally, the Germans ere apt to resent such restrictions, But
then, the temporarv freezing of the bank eccounts affects just a

cannot but
corparatively small minority, vhile the averﬁgo citizen
profit by thet anti-inflationsry measure., Considering the orderly
state of affelrs visitors find in this area, there remains something
intricuing end irretional about the anti-Russien prejudice maintained
by 80 many Germans.

Is this wide-aprecd enimosity dne to the bad behaviour of Red Army
soldiers? But all the Germans with whom we ceame in contact during the
first davs of our sojourn here -- among them old personal friends of
mine who would certeinly tell me the truth -+ admitted thet the con=
duet of the oceupation troops is in general gquite satisfactory., "Of
conrse, there have been disturbing incidents," we were told. "But by
now the situstion hes become about as normal as can be expected, under

the circumstences,”

Are the Germans afreld of Russlen denszificetion messures? The
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plein trath is, however, thet the Russisn polier, in this respect, 1is
less rizid then the one followed bv Americen suthoritles, In the U.S.
zone, no German whnlb‘long?d to the Nazl party or en affilisted orge=
nizetion een hold s responsible job; in this areés, on the contrary, ex=
Nezis are much more readily forglven, as long as they went to work --
and play bell with the Russians, It is only the Party bigshots, espe=
elally the former finsnciers and conservetivée sponsors of the Hitler
movement, who are ouvt of luck under the Russlan system.

If the Germans, in splite of all these facts, go on hating the Rus=
siens, it juet proves that they ere still thinking and feeling eslong
the linea of Goebbels propaganda, The asnti-Russisn complex is toe

deepl- rooted in thelr mmddled minds; for too many yeers they have been

fed with 211 kinds of sinister steries gbont the "Bolshevist barba=
riens,"” the "savege hordes from the esstern steppes,” the "srchenemy
of eilvilization.," Unfertunately, certain British and Ameriecsn officers
stationed in Cermeny do thelr best to keep this prejudice elive and
nourish it with 1irresponsible telk.

As the whole Germen nation has been made believe that all Russilans
gre blood«thirsty monsters, those Germens who live in the Anglo-Americen
zones take it for granted thet life in the Russian-held ereas must be

sheer horror and misery. On the other hand, Germans sre apt to think

of the British sand the Americans g8 kindly and extravagent, If some=
whet whimsiecal snd Indierona, cheracters. The Russian-dominasted pert
of the netion, therefore, envies the people in the Anglo-Americen cemp
where, In the imapgination of esstern-zone Germens, evervbodr has plenty
to ert and & lot of fun.

The point of the matter is that the people in the verious zones
of ocenpled Germany know little sbout eser other. If they were better
informed, thevy would realize that life In the Anglo~Americen zones 1is
by no meens all roses, while conditions in the Soviet-controlled srosas

are not so catastrophic es generally suspected.

o doubt, the Russiaens ere pertly responsible themselves for those
~/ 1€ tee.

/




e ors., e rate gael ¥
nicions. i £ id el C 1
o er o nv othel e r 118 t

fetenndl thelr sttitude towerd
know, or onght fo resalize, that pre
pf tho Ang:lo-Américsasn school, sre
gzpeoag. cninlonay

} unbiassed observer strolll; thro

oneeupie it eannot 1p wonderi v
1 a 1 irn ¢ YO [gaer T ™M amo ‘11

0 ide ie'll trv to find out,

a for ) irst impression, it 1 e

2non

report feotis,
+ "‘ o r _r‘_ ot -
) apyrot Ve,
ng the ave




NOTES IN THE RUSSIAN ZONE

By Klaus Mann

11

DRESDEN, June

THE STRENGTH OF THE WORKING CLASS LIES IN ITS UNITY!...RECON=
STRUCTION OF THE FATHErLAND THROUGH UNITY OF ALL WORKING PEOPLE}- -~
HELP REBUILDING GERMANY BY JOINING THE SOCIALIST UNITY PARTY1-- ¢

It 1s with such slogans that the walls of Dresden are plastered,
In the ruined center of this tregle c¢citv end in the comparatively
wéll-preserved residential suburbs, on shop windows, street doors,
newstands, monuments == all over the place there are posters, ban=
ners, inscriptions sdvertising the Socialist Unitv Party. Cleearly,
the present administration of this state, W Sexonv -~ the lergest,
most important provinece in the Russien occupation zone -- takes an
unusual interest in that newly founded politiesl hodv..

The Unity Perty, established lsst April, represents the fusion
between Socinlists and Communists, While German Communists throughout
the entire country favour end recommend the merzer, the majority of
German Socisl Demoerata in the non~Rusaisn -ones keep opposing it
more or less hitterly. Due to Socislist resistance, no fusion has
teken place, so fer, outside of Soviet-controlled German territorv.

ﬁiz;:k Soeial Democrats, traditionellv enti-radicsl, maintain
thet the Unity Party constitutes, not s spontaneous deve lopment, but
@ Soviet-inspired menoeuvre designed to corrupt and control the
more mpderata labor perty snd to prepare the dietstorship of
Bolshevism,

Comrunistas and pro-ﬁnitv Soclalists, on the other hand, srmue
thet the eateblishment of a powerful united labor front is vitally
in the interest of the Cermen nation and eonld not but serve the
canse of pesce snd demoeracy; thet such = ;union had al#avs been

demanded by the most enlishtened German libersls, long before Hitler;

that the Nezl disaester might heve been avoided, if the two ireat




-
left-wing perties had come to an understending.

"What 18 rll this talk about our Unity Pertvy being en nrti{icinl
affeir brought ebout by Russien pressure agnd Interferencet Nothing
could be less truel"

The men who uttered these words with s gond deal of indignant
erphasis was Otto Buchwitz, leader of the Socislist-Communist front
in Sexonv.

"As if we needed the Russians to tell us that we German libereals
and snti-Feeclsts are all in the same boat aﬁd:ﬁétter stick togetherl
Who has the nerve to tell me thet our unity hes been imposed on
ugs by 8 forelgn power? Yes, unity mey heve been enforced on ng ==

Nezl terrorl.,
not by the Russians but bykilliliﬂiiﬂ It wes in Cerman jeils and
concentration camps that German workers and intellsctuals - Brmandon
fidmeidpahied of both Socislist parties eame to reslize the identity
of theilr interests, the necessitv of thelr colleboration., 1 kmow

whet I am talking about' I was there to witness this greadual, orgza=

sobleclamit
nie proeéss =- the slow, rainful birth of Socinliatkf—p
amgion abov mMiow t,
Buechwitz, o Wtersn\*{f Gerrany's W‘

spent five vesrs in s Gestapo prison. Formerly a Socialist leader
in S1lesis end, from 19019 to 1935, a member of the Wemen Reichs=
tag, he escaped whekenuners- from Nazl Germeny to Denmerk -- only to
be caught by the Hitler police when the Narié invaded that countrv,
in 1940, In concentration camps and Gestapo dungeons, Buchwitz
apserted, there wes no difference between Communists gnd Soclel
Demoerats. The People's Front, hitherto a postulate of certain
politieal outsiders and theoreticiens, became o reslitv under the
relent less nreesu;éygonmon suffering,

Yot there are other Germen Social Democrats who passed through
the infernos of Dachsu and Buchenwald, and still sblde by their
traditionsl enti-Communist poliev. Curt Schumecher, for instance,

the most importent representative of the anti-Unity wing, hed to
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endure eleven vears of Nezi imprisonment. The bitter experiences he
fumeisamé Shered with Cormmnist fellow=-prisoners utterlv failed to

modifv his views, Living now in the British-occupled citv of Hanover,

S dher
has esteblished himself RE. the most implscable opponent of the
M eV 10‘:{
Soviet-sponsored \mrw-ﬁ;ywm{

Wity
"A brilliant fellow, no donbt, mv old frierd Schumacherl“\htntu bosd
Buchwitz admitted, "But full of personal ambition =- and completely
FRCEVE
under English influence., You know, he hBas tjust been in lnndcmh!“
wileod
new instructions from his Red-beiting friends..."

Buchwitz insisted that the ms jority of Germen voters in the non-

Russien zongs would favour Socislist-Communist unity, if the new I
perty were gilven e falr chance to explain end rublicize its rurposes.
"It s no t our purpose to impose Cormunism on the CGerman nation,"

he seid., "Nor would the Russiens encoursge ae such s policy. The

1rr~.~.£‘diato task eonfronting ell of us, here in the Russian zone end
in ‘: other sress, is s twofold one: reconstruetion in the spirit of
demoereevy, and the complete exterminetion of the last vestiges of
Npzism, The solideritv of all liberal so'ps 1e indispenseble lest
the ex~Faselsts or neo-Fascists run the country again. Why, they
still are mueh too fresh, WaeR too active -- especially in the
western zones! Isn't 1t quite alerming end astonishing that a noto=

wPri
rious reactionery and backer of the Nazi perty like e

Councillor Huzenberg, former leader of the Conservaetives, is still
at lerge and lustily intriguing in the British-occupled part of Ger=
meny? People of his kind are lisble to do a lot of herm in the mture/

unless thev sre stopred bv a strong, united left=wing front,"

ok
Also, Buchwitz stressed .the fect that his\%\ws by no means
-\_4'_5_. the Rugf!au 30:-.? ‘cprzed Lanlies
&w&;, both

e p~litiesl monopoly. There nre/pwo other
anti-Marxist -- the Union of Christisn Demoerats, representing the
fuaion between Protestants end Catholics, and the Liberal Democrets.

"0f course," Buchwitz sdded, "our pertv is by far the stronzest, with

415,000 registered members elone in Saxonv."
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Before leaving the Unity chilef of Dresden, we asked him one
inal aquestion. "Don't vou think," one of us ventured to say, "that
certain mistakea must haVe been made b» the initistors esnd leaders
of vour 'm‘n:.fl-'.ﬂ*ior“q; If vour party sctuelly owes 1ts existence
and its inflnence to the freelv expressed will of the CGermen people
-= how is it possible that prectically all vour countrymen outside
of the Russian zone, excepting the Communists, seem to reperd yonu
end yvour politicel friends as stooses of the Soviets? Could it be
that the Ruessians jespordized the prestige of your movement - nun=
vittinzly, to be surel == by showing too much interest 1in ite
suceess? Maybe the publiecity of your venture is not being handled
teetfully enouch? ¥avybe the unification of the two labor parties
-= overdue as it mev heve been -- shonld have been postponed, rather
than toe be compromised bv the all too obvious hlessing of the
ocenpvine power?"

Byehwitz, slightly taken sback at first, wes quick to answers
"Thepe 18 onlv one effective defenee ageinst malirnant slander --
sgtion, work, results! We will prove our integrity and the right=
ness of our program, not by srguing with our enemies, but by

contributing to the moral, economic and political recovery of

our nation,"
ki
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NOTES IN THE RUSSIAN ZONE

By Klaus Mann

III

ILEIPZIG, June

The two Russisn officers never smiled but whet they saild sounded
reassuringly optimistic, One of them was & lieutenant colonel, the
other a major; both held important positions in the locel Advisorvw
Control Commiasion.

['Le hed ssked for an interview with representatives of &R ¥ilitary

Government . The conversation took plsece in the office of the Publie

Relations officer -~ s mustached, dark-eved voung ceptein of remerkabls

suavity. He spologized for the ecivilisn clothes he wes weering. "It's
Sunday todasy, vou know...," he observed with a disarming smille, (When
we saw him agein, Mondey morning, he sti1ll waa in et mifti --
looking like an smiable boulevardier, rether than a revelutionary
gsoldier...)

As for the two zentlemsn of the c¢itvy administretion, thelr appea=
rance was martial enourh -~ with Impressivelvy large gold e
epanlettes, stiff, hich collar, heavy boots, and all, They greeted us
politely but not without a certsin reservaetion. The colonel said,
"Welcome in Leipzigl" -- a wish that was presently translated by a
hespectacled, earnest voung woman whom.the officers introduced ss
their interpreter., The next remsrk she had to translate to us came
from the major. "What can be do for you?" he asked as we were sltting
down under a big Stalin portrait,

We said thet we would like to esk the gentlemen a few questions --
whereupon the attitude of our two interlocutors stiffened and the
expression of their faces became even more impenetrable. We were
informed by the poly:zlot femmsle, however, thast all our inguirlies
wonld be snswered "as sceuratelv as possible," -- "Will you pleese

o richt ahead and ask anv question that mey be of inter-st to yonu,"
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1

she encouraged us. |

Our first ouestion wes: "Do you feel that the denazifiecaetion of
German political, cultural and economic life is proceeding succeasfully
in ‘this particular area?"

The two officers, promptly and positivelv, answered in the gffirma=
tive, Denszificetion meesures, they seid, have been, and are still being,
errried out in strictest accordance with the policy agreed upon at
Potsdem, "We want every German to work," the colonel explained. "But
no former Party member is allowed to hold anv important positioen, except
in certain most exceptional cases.," (We hed heard about some of those
exceptional eeses...) The nct1zsafoorernt}nn of German liberal groups
-=- one of the officers asdded r:jggntvihu pe grestlry to the speedy and
thoroiish exeeution of the politieal purge. "Denszifieation," he eon=
clnded ewphetdeesdly, "has not been a major problem to o'r puthorities.,”

Whet about the Black Maerket? We asked this second question somewhat
timidly -- adding s few remerks esbout the serious disturbances 1llegel
tpade cguses in the American zone,

Not so in Leipzigl The major made it quite clear that the verv term
of "Black Merket" was insppropriste in this area. "There 1s ne such
thing as en organized contraband in our domain,” he stressed. Cf
co'rse, asocial elements -- he edmitted -- may exist in leipzic as
avervwhere; but there are not enough of them to constitute a2 real
prablem. "The Germen police is very good et taking care of them. We
have here a first-rste locsl pollce forece, you know == plckad fellows,
relishle anti-Fecists! Thev're doing a brilliant job."

The next i1ssue we ventured to bring up was that of Fraternizatlon
-- one of the major heasdaches of milltarv authorities in the U.S.~
controlled areas.

Fpaternization? The colonel did not ouite understend. Red Armv
soldiers, he pointed out, would hardly be inclined to fraternize with

their former enemy, even 1f thevy were not forbhidden to do So0. li;;;;at




"our men have not yet forgotten the erimes committed by Germans 1in
Russis. There sre too many bitter memorles, there 1s too much hate...
How could a Russian patriot fraternize with s Germen girl whose brother
may heve murdered Russisn women end children?"

Whetever problem we mentioned, the two gentlemen sssured us that
1+ wes well under control. The msjor, expert in economics, said that
the Pand situstion wes satisfactory: the farmers fulfil thelr qguotss,
the distribntion of food rations functions smoothlw enoush. Another
1ag1e worrving U.S. Militery Government officials -- the shortage of
treined personnel dne to redeployment -- wes shrugged off by the colo=
nel. je set as manv gqualified men as we need to do & good job,"
he sald,

As for the politiesl re-education of the Germen people, both offi=
cers sgreed that one must not expect mirscles. "We have to be patient,”
thev snid, "It will take vears to cure the Germen mind from the poison
of Nazi indoectrination. But it can be done -- with the aétive support
of the politically mature, truly liberal Germens. We have found such
Germens in every community, including Lelpzig. It 1s with the assistence
of that enlightened minority that we try to re-educate the misguilded
meeses,"

Be fore ncncludi“ﬂ-our interview, we asked the following question:
"Whet pertieular problem connected with Militery Government in this
ares do vou regard ss the most difficult one to master?"

The two officers exchansed surprised glences. Then the colonel stated
with ereat dignity that he hed never found anv problem particulerlv
difficult. "Besides," he added, not without solemn emphasis, "our job
{8 not to brood over problems but teo carrv ont ordars.z&“ﬂﬁldier nust
never ask whether the execution of any given order involves difficulties
or not., He just does what he 1s supposed to do =-- letting the diffienl=

5
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ties take enre of themselves," |
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NOTES IN THE RUSSIAN ZONE

By Klasus Mann

IV,

LEIPZIG, June
TT‘hi.q citvy, however badly demaged, has suffered less destruction then
e T7ost envy other maijor Germsn communitv, 1f Berlin, Dresden, Cologne
have been reduced to ghost towns, leipzic sti1ll resembles its old self
and has maintained some of its traditionsl liveliness and enterprising
apirit.
muite 8 b 1r of sightseeling, aconvmmed by our _?tmsir'n hosts.

t‘g 1(]
':Fwsf o,r. 052 i-:hT Yook s {/ W ot $ an B mftm Gasal o~
\M”“*]IEE;EEHOO—-H the massive monh;EHF_EiiiE;;F_ﬁ“ the victorv(fvon herﬁ)

in 1813, by the Prussisn-Russion-iecedeie ustrisn conlition against

Napoleon I. Our Red Army guldes dwelled proudly on the important role
Russian prowess and strategic skill had played on thet historie oceca=
sion. Also, thev showed us the Russian church built in this German

town by one of Stalin's erowned predecessors, Czar Afexamder I,

snd told nus, not without horror, how this Oreek-Orthodox shrine hed
heen nsed as an ohserviétion post by deaperate 585 men during a more
recent Battle of Lelpzig.

We were introduced to some of the puhlishing firms for which this
ettty has eo long been famed -- the venersble house of Heclsm and the
distinmished Insel-Verlag, now operating sgein, if only on & comparaf®=
tivelw modest scale. As for Leipzig's other commercial s specialitwy,
furs, we heard mild complaints from industrislists about the peralyzing
lack of raw material. The worried businessmen addedJm’ however,
that the city administration had just started breeding fur snimals such
as rabbits, beavers, various kinds of foxes. "So maybe our industry will
r‘ic'ﬁ-’f gain," they said hopefully.

We found plentvy of the most furry creatures In the zoologleal gerden;

e

mt of conrse, those precious snimels are out of reach ! ' materiel-hungr
L




furrliers, OCne of the city's most popular sttractions, the leipzig Zoo
hes survived the wer in surprisingly good shape. Onlv a few delicate
monkevs were killed by #t air pressure during the bombardments. As for
the lions, panthers, elephants, bears, and other inmstes of the vast end
picturesque establishment, they locok fetter and fitter then most humans
do in these parts. Netives as well as Russians seem to take grest pride
in their besutiful Zoo. "It's one of the finest in the world, you know,"
we werae told by our conducting officer. "And, mind you, 1t's the only
zoo 8t111 intact in the whole of Germanv!" !

"Yes, our city has been comparativelv luckv -- we have to be grateful
for thatl" -= This was the Mavor of Lelpzi; speaking, Gunter Kalk,
a man of just 35, &8 jolly and dynamic es he could be., We had our chat
with him in his private residence, with no Russians present. Herr Kalk
treated n8 to a bottle of delicious Mosel wine == "fror the cellar of
a Nezi bigzshot," as he explained cheerfully --, while Frau Kalk == gn
attrective blonde: helf-Gretchen, half-Valkvrie -~ offered us a richlvw
assorted cold buffet conteining ell kinds of sevusasges, cheeses, salsdes,

and so forth. (Fran Kalk's hors-d!oeuvres, br the way, were curiounsly

reminisecent nf those we had enjoyed, just s few hours before, & ot
Inneh in our Russisn-opereted hotel. Obvionslv, the Eusasians had sent
over a choice of thelr delicatessen, thus enabling the Mayor to enter=
tein ve in atyle.)

Herr Kalk, a2 former businessman specislizing in German-made choco=
1tte end hard eandy, told us that he hed slwave been a liberel W but
by no means & Communist, Heving been without politiecael affiliations
before and during the Nazi period, he is now an enthusiastie adherent to
the Socislist Unity Party, "It's thanks to that great movement of anti-
Fascist soliderity," he eried, "that things sre going so well in this
zonel"

qomdi tioas
The Mayor feels very atronglvy about this point -- thntZln the Soviet=-

held area are better than in snv other part of Cermany, and thet this
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atete of affairs is primarily due to the w harmony

betweer)
%ﬁF-Fﬁg'two left-wing parties, Under the auspices of a truly populer

administration, far-reaching and constructive reforms like the partition
of the vast Junker estates could be carried ont efficlent lv and ﬁrbﬁthlr.
As for the forthcoming referendum on the netionalization of Nazl firms,
the Mavor feels that not only the Socisl-Democrats and Cormunists but
nlso the two conservative parties recognize the rightness and gifnifi=
cance of that proposael. The plan celling for socislization of all plants
thet belong to war eriminals or esctive Nezis, willl affect the 500 big=
rest indnstrles in Saxonv, including the lsrge machinery plant in Leip=
»1¢. "I+ has nothing to do with Communism, though," the Mayor insisted.
"Tt1s just & logicel, ineviteble measure to bresk, once and for all,
the economic power of anti-dermoeratlic, war-mongering elements."”

As for the recent Leipzig ?ai!', the Mavor admitted that it %
"a moral snuecess,” more then enything else. "Of course,” he said, "our
industrialists ere not yet in e pdsition to produce commodities on a
large secale -- which may have been a little diseprointing to some of
onr potentisl customers from the other zones, Still, everybody was most
Favourebly impressed with both the variety end quality of our products.
Besides, the Fair offered ns s wonderful opportunity to renew contacts
with 01d friends and business associations from whom we had been ent off
for too long a time, How surprised some of them were to find us still

and 4
nliﬁﬁhin comparatively good healthl thlovle, they had expected to

find onlv skeletons heredfu** Lét% g e

Both the Mayor end his wife -- neither of them looking very skeleton=-
1ike -=- had & long, hearty laugh, "Well, end now you tell me something
abont the most recent musicel hits in Americea," the Mayor suggested --
opening, as 1t were, the informal part of our little meeting, "1 love
swing musie, yon know, Went to heer some of my phonograph records?"”

"But first let'!s have a few bites to eat!l" the Mayoress insisted.

"Wy don't vou help vourself, Herr Mannif?qg;%jtry this Russlisn saladel"
A
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NOTES IN THE RUSSIAN ZONE

Bv Klaus Mann

V.

——

(WEIMAR, June g

L. ¢ will be & great thrill to see Weimar," Victor said as we approache
the eity. "Imagine! The town of Schiller and Goethe, one of the great
centers of European culture..."

Vietor is our conducting officer -- a voung Russien lieutenant who
hes been travelling with us ever since we took off from Berlin. A tall,
handsome lad of 22 or so, he is a veteran of Stalingrad and many snother
battle. His English is pretty poor, but he spesks fluent Germen. While
on the whole rather hsasrsh in hie eriticism of anvthing German, he has
a definite weakness for German pistols and German poetry. His collection
n? Cermen-made guns ineludes some remarkable pleces, Among the Germen
verse he knows by heart are lengthwy fra-ments from Goethe's Faust,
Goethe 1s one of his heroes,

"So that's where he 1livedl"™ Victor observed in a respectfullv lowered
volice. We hed reached the "Frauenplen" -- the ancient square on which
the Goethe House 1s situasted. How sleepy and idyllic the grey buildings
looked in the pale, zentle light of an early summer evening!

As for the famous mansion itself, it has been badly damaged by bombs
and is still under reparation. The poet's artistic and scientific col=
lections, however, are displaved in en adjescent wing spared by Allied
exnlosives, Severasl Russisn officers, including an impressivelvy bearded
calonel, scconpanied our partv as we were shown around through the halls
and cabinets of the Goethe muiseum.

Our German #i;;} guide -- a white-mened Goethe student whom the
Russians addressed as "Herr Professor" and trested with great respect
-~ gaid to us, in concluding the tour: "Isn't it curious that these
soldiers from Moscow, Leningrad, and other faraway places, should be

more interested in our Dikess#t Dichterfuerst Swe# (Prince of Poets)
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t+hen the German leaders and officials have been for the past twelve veara?
Not since 1933 has the Goethe House had so manv visitors as right now =--
and most of them are Russian! Do wvou know that Hitler has never set foot
here? He visited this town repestedly to pav his respects to Frau Foerstere
Nietzsche, the philoscpher's sister, known for her extreme nationsllsm

end her anti-Semitie views. The Nietzsche Archives where a great thinker's
posthumous notes and letters were falsified by irresponsible heirs -- thet
was just the right milieu for our Fuehrer! But the Goethe House? Nol To
Hitler, Goethe had to remain inscceptable. Goethe -- the humsnitarien,

the cosmopoliten, the Free Mason..."

At this point, Victor who had been following our conversstion added witi
a strange, childlike gravity: "Goethe, the genius! We Russians admire
genins -- whatever tongue it may spesk. Genins does not belong to anv
particular nation; genius belongs to the world,"

& & ok

Onr friend Victor mavy sound a little peculiar to readers fsmilisr with
the iﬂiﬁ lingo of woung lieutensants in other ermies, Is Véector sn ex=
ception, or mav we regard his attitude and terminology as characteristic
of Russian standards?

But even presuming thet our conducting officer happens to be an excepti=
onally sensitive and educated fellow =-- the fact remesins that the esverage
Russian (a notion which does not include, of course, certain half-savage
Monéiish tvpesl) 1s indeed much more culture-conscious than 1s generaslly
realized.

It is true, this Russlan enthuslasm for spiritual and ertistic values
mav at times be naive like a child's admiration for glittery things, while
in other cases this cultursl interest mav be tainted with political spe=
culation. What matters esbove ell in our context, however, is the practicsl
resnlts and conseguences of this Qg%tura-minded Russlan gttitude, espe=
e¢ially mas regards occupied Germanj.l

i3 2

While the Germans 1in Russla did everything to destroy i'or paralvze
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native eultures, the Russlans, on the contrary, mske it their business to
sponsor and stimilate eultural sectivities in their occupation zone., 1t
is bv no means just the "proletarisn" or "Marxist" brand of art and
philosophy in which Soviet agencies take an actlve and constructive in=
terest; rather, thev trv to encoursge and popularize the manifestations
of German culture in all its asspects -- excluding, of course, the fore=
runners @ and actual champions of Nazi idelologv.

Goethe can hardlv be described as a "Bolshevist;" yet evervthing is
being done under Bolshevist anspices to revitslize his cult. Cr, to take
a contemporary exasmple -- Ricards Huch, Germany's outstending woman wri=
ter, known for her at once imasinetive and scholerly presentations of
historical subjects. 82 years of age, she is now living in Jena, just a
few miles from the Goethe town. Friends and sdmirers worried when this

Ricavda M
area was taken over by the Soviets. Wonld the Reds tresat
ey with the consideration due to her sge and fame? hﬁ?lﬂwiii;-ﬂiiaﬂaa
ﬂiiﬁh.zven thongh an upright and courageous anti-Naz;fifg‘bv no means
g left-wing emthor but belongs rather to the conservative cesmp. Mavbe

: or .1-w5!'u-4..!‘.'! ]

the Russians were soing to bovmmcoount of her religious
leanings and her melancholv romanticism?

But == surprise! -~ all this anxiety turned out to be gquite unfounded.
Frau Huch, I am ad1x:report, is safe and well in her home on the
"Philosophenweg" (Path of the Philosophers) at Jena. We called on her,
on our way to Weimer. The Russian officers whom we had brought along

the old lady’s
seemed greatly impressed by \E@ﬁmﬂﬁlﬁa-:ile but intense personaslitw,
"What will power! What andurancel” Victor exclsimed efterwards. "Thsere
she is, 82 vears old -- still working, still creating! Isn't it wonder=
ful?"

In evervy town we visit the Russisns make it a point to show us, first
of all, what is going on in the various fields of cultura Tiéir great
passion is cleeews@s the theater; we had to sec miwews shows in Dresden,
Leipzig, Jena, Welmar, se~everswnere. The productions were on e a fairly

high artistic level, in spite of technical difficulties and disturbing
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shortages. The local repertoires seem to follow in general the tradi=
+1onsl German psttern -- the usuel operatic and dramatic classics (Mozart,
Weener, Verdi; Schiller, Goethe, Hebbel, Grillparzer), some operettas
and 1light comedies, some recent International hits like "Our Town"
and "Antigone." Also, there asre a fow new German and Ruseian plavs
dealing with politiceal problems. 5ut thev do not seem to be verwy popular;
One does not get the Impression that the the%ter, on the while, is being
used as & vehicle for Communist propaganéﬁ..

Nor could we find anvy indications of Marxist propagenda in any of the
public schools we visited, The Dean of Jens University, Prof. Friedrich
Zucker, told us that Russian authorlities were giving him all possible
assistance but did not interfere with his pedagogical and scientific
work, The universitvy, one of Germanv's most anclent and most distinguished
schools, was partly destroyed bv bombs but could be re-opened last Octo=
ber, 70 nrofessors out of 140 had to be retired, Zucker said, in the
process of denazification. The dismissed teachsrs could be replaced,
however, so that now all the facultles are opersting again, with v
professora instructing 1300 students.

A{lewatn.bﬁ;lltnnt lv-staffed facwlty; right-nowy is- the medien lv-vnd-;-“;
?rof. Zdcker tﬁld us. "We are proud ﬁo have here some physicians of worldd
wide reputation." The Dean added, however, that there were noted schola?s}

in other: departments as well. “Allcﬂ mé to mention in particular our [

philosopher, Prof. Leiseganz," he safid. "A remarkable mind. Fortunatelv, |

ﬁ-—.h“‘-'-."-

lhe hes just been licenced again."

When we asked whether leisegang embraced Marxist 1deas and belonged

v

-0 the €chool of materialistic thougﬁt. Zucker seemed slightlv shocked,

Leisecang -- a Marxist?" he eried -4 half<amised, half-indignant.

Dedr/me, /nol He-doesn't want anv naJt offdy."

Nevertheless LeisEezTn:r is free to\%"eachﬂnhtlosophv at a. Red-Armw-_|
IIEH“unIVPrsitvu..

If it is true, however, that the Russians do not try to degrade

German culture to an instrument of party propaganda, it is also true




+hat thev prefer and boost a certain tvpe of leftist ert and literature,
Merxist writers are now enjoving a somewhat heetic boom in the Soviet-
occupied area. The maln agency behind this semi-officiel political-cultu=
ral movement is the so-called Kulturbund -- s well-financed,well-publi=
cized organization with headquarters in Berlin and local branches through=
out the entire zone.

The Kulturbund sponscrs lecture programs, musical recitals, round-table

diseussions, art exhibitions, and the publication of e literary monthly,

Der Aufbau (Construction). The Aufbsu-Verlag, connected with the "Bund,"

fs the most ective publishing house in postwar Germany. In spite of the
eritical paper situetion, that privileged firm has managed te put out
inexpensive, handsome new editions of sreat German poets like Goethe
and Heirrich Heine -- not to mention the mass prodnetion of topical
books and pemphlets by contemporesrvy German authors.

The three stars of the Aufban-Verlag, in the field of modern litera=

ture, are Johannes R. Becher, president of the EKnlturbund -- a poet of
remarkable eloquence and sensitivity; the well-known anti-Fascist plav=
wright, Friedrich Wolf, and Theodor Plievier, a novelist of internaticnal
reputation. All three of them returned recentlv to Germany from Moscow
where thev had been among the initiators and intellectual leaders of

the Free German Committee. While Wolf and Becher gettled dovm in Berlin,
Plievier chose Weimar as his residence.

"I am haﬁggj%%;e,“ he told us as we dropped bw agzﬁ?%%iﬁize, sub=
spban home. "Much hepoier 4® then I wonld be in Berlin or anv other
big citv. It's so good to live quietlv and cnltivate your gzarden and
gsit in the sun, after 81l those vears of struggle and wandering! Besides,
thergﬁg;mething vervy special sbout the atmosphere of this place, ¥You

know. After all, Weimar is not just another provincial little town.

For a Germen writer who spent most of his life abroad, it may be a
good idea to make his home in Goethe's neighbourhood..."

* ok ok




NOTES IN THE RUSSIAN ZONE

By Klesus Mann

V1.

(Conelusion)

The most interstings comments on the Russiens we heard dvring our
trip came from a bunch of simple, touzh GIs. We happened to run into
them in front of Soviet Militsrv Headquarters at Weimer. "Gel" one of
mr travel companions eried ss she noticed the familiar khakls in the
midst of Red Arm~ uniforms and Germen civilians, "I21l be demned 1if
thnee gnve over there aren't Americens!" -- And the GIs, grinning at
the attractive women correspondent: "An Americen gal -- in Weimer, of
211 places! Iet!s shake hands with you, sistepr!”

Thev halonged to some kind of communigation ountfit statloned 1n
Weilmer for the pest few months, Just sbont 40 men, commanded by & youn;
lieutenant -- completelv dlsconnected from the bnlk of U.S. occupation
troopa.

"Apen't you feeling kind of lonely here?" we asked them, "Just & hand®
ful of Yenks smong all those Ruskies?"

Not at all, thev said. Quite the contraryl "We're pretty well off here
in Weimar," one of them stated, while e second GI added: "Last week I
hed to go to Berlin, What a messy plscel Our guys there seem to have
just one interest -- the Black Market. Disgusring -- that's what 1t 1is,
Bov, wes I glad to get beek to the Russien zonel"

"So won gnys think that the Ruskies esre dning a pretty good job?"
the woman correspondent inqguired.

Ths time the whole bunch of American soldiers -- there were five or
gix of them =- snswered simultaneouslv: "A crack good jobl"..."Primal"
++s"I don't see how they conld be doing a better jobl"... "Other ecount=
rlies hed better get the nats out of their own eyes before criticlizing

the Russisnsi"
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"And how do von get along with them individuallv?" the inquisitive
471 contimed her interview, "Haven't there been anv fights between
von guvs and the Reds?"

The snswer came in form of an unanimous chorus again: "Never anvy
111 feelings between us... Them Ruskles never given us any trouble...
Pretty good guys, most of them... Have & lot in common with us, too..." =-=
The last point wess elaborated by & middle-aged, bespectacled sergeant.
"Some people seem to WM feel that the Germans are in certain ways 1like
the Americens," he observed, "I don't think so at sll. In mv opinion,

the Ruesiana are much more like the Americens then the Germans sre,"

To us, this aceidentel meeting with & smell group of nnprejudiced;/ﬂ
sssonugPt countrymen wes both heartening snd instruetive, What they hed
to sav, and said to us in thelr plain, stralghtforward manner, wes in=
deed apt to confirm our own observations.

Having spent almost a couple of weeks with Russians in the Russian

Torelansion
zone, we three correspondents could not help coming to exactlkuHEHEEEE]#)
which wes expressed to us by the isolsted Weimar GIs., This ecnelusion
has a twofold gist which can be summed up as follows:

First, the Russians are competent organizers -- more successful than

any other occupving power in thelr attempt to re-organize a parslyzed,

F ol
chaotlc Germany. | [

Second, the Russiens do not hate the Amerleans,

As for the former point, I may as well modify it bwv adding that con=
ditions in the Soviet-held part of Germanv are of course far from per=
fect. Even if I hed not noticed eny signs of corruption send mismanagement
mvaelf —- I wonld teke it for grented thet mistekes sre being made. How
eonld it be otherwige? It remains true, however, that the Red Army
administration -=- described b~ Goebbels (and not by Goebbels slonel) =as

a kind of epocalyptie plague -- proves on the whole efficient and sen=

sible. Elnﬂltﬂti!!ﬂ-iﬂﬁégﬁzﬁ%%ﬁil ¢ bureaucracy oppressive,in the Russisn-
(/‘T",“t may at tienes Dt




ut o Red
oceupiled arEner“{fere s no "cheos," no "glaring misery" or “SQQE’
terror."” Nor has thet erea been transformed into an srsenal or ness
propegende center to serve the sinister schemes of "Bolshevist im=
veqz}ﬂlism.” We have found no evidence to justify such suspiclions.

As for the lstter point == the Russien sttitude towards the U,S5.A.
--, every American who has ever been in the Soviet Union knows that
our countrvy is more liked and respected there than any other "ecapi=
talistie" nstions During the wsr, Britain, too -- especiaslly the Bri=
tish armv -- enjoved considersble populerity with the Russien "men in
the street." Whet struck us now as curious and noteworthy, however,
was the fact that the feelings of the sverace Red Army soldler have
remained unchanced es regerds the U.S,, while his sympathies for
+he British seem to be suddenly gone,

Almost avervy Russisn enlisted man, commissioned offlcer or civilien
funetionary with whom we dlscussed the politiesl situstion wonld sooner
or later bring wp the femous esnti-Russian speech Winston Churchill de=
itverﬂd in Americs., While denouncing the ex-Prime Kinister as & "wer-
monger" and "vielous reactionary," a1l those men seemed to take 1t
for sranted that Americen public opinion had unanimously rescted ageinst
the kind of poliev kr. Churchill proposed.

" pmericans =-- good fellows! Russians -- good fellowsl" as one of our
new friends, a private ealled Iven, put it, "Why should Russians,
Americans not be f{;-i:.;nds:?“

And Lieutenant ﬁé&;, our conducting officer, observed one evenin;
ne we were attending s show torether: "look how those Germans keep sta=
ning at ust It surprises them to see won Americans in the company of
Red Armv soldiers. They think we don't like each other, They think there
»111 be a war between our two countries, But they are mistsken -=- the
Germa;s sre.always wrong. Wer between the United Stetes of America and
the Union of Soviet Republies? Whet nonsense! -- And now let's enjov
the showi"

Ewkkkg
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