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An erticle to be written by EW YORK 2y Ny,
Kleaus bMann

Berlin, sfter World War I, famed for its bold, colorful night
1ife. (Some personsl memories...) Now, sfter World Wer II, the
besten, humilisted city has lost all its pep end glamour. Xet,
even in its present state of utter mlsery and exhesustion, the
former Germen cepital -- once known &s the Babylon of Europe ==
desperately tries to live up to its old reputation. If no joy or
"clean fun" are to be found in Berlin today, the shattered city
Wk still & offerycertain amusements of & more dublous, rather
mecabre nature.

The macabre element prevails even in the artistic fiela. (Some
remarks sbout cherecteristic films and plseys recently produced

in Berlin.) But if postwar Germany's pleywrights and sereen suthors
have & predilection for the sordid and sinister, thelr wildest
fantasies appear tame &nd polite compared with the "real thing" --
the incredible reslity of daily (or rather, nightly) life in
occupied Berlin.

Scenes of vice and misery, wretchedness and corruption. The "Kur=
fiirstendamm”" (maln artery of the Anglo-American sector) =ss a center
of prostitution; the reilrcad stations -- especiaslly the "Bshnhof
Zo0," near the "Kurfiirstendamm" -- as nocturnal meeting-places

of black-marketeers, whores, gengsters etc. Glimpses of homosexusl
dance halls, secret brothels, and some other "specislities." Con=
versations with prostitutes, nsrcoticepeddlers, snd so forth.

Another aspect of Berlin's night 1life: the Black Market restaurants,

where big-time operators feast on French champsgne and Kussisn caviar,

while millions of their countrymen are starving. The most spectacular

esteblishment of that type =-- & discreetly located place in the western

iubgrzsilrun by Hermen Gdring's former major-domo -- is to be described
n detail,

To round up the pleture, =ome of the newly esteblished artists' clubs
are to be depicted -- in the Russian sector as well as in the western
districte --, including some sketches of prominent personslities

and populsr charascters.

The role played by occupation troops in the "lower depths" of noc=
turnal Berlin, 1s to be emphsiéized throughout the article.
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