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¥hy should we, the editors, alweys yield the floor to our friend, the busi-
ness manager, when it comes to wooing our potentiel readers? Dusiness Manegers are,
of course, Very shrewd and experiencedj but they are nmot infallible: in fact, they
sometines muke mistakes.

One of their pet theorie: is that the summer is a completely "dead" season —
absolutely hopeless u& far es the magezine trace is concerned. Ihey take it for greanted
thet, for some strange and compelling reason, no American could be persuaded to sub-
seribe to & magazine during the iod from eerly J until the middle of September.
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®"A mail campeign? Now? Just yivenbine sunwer begins?” [be business meneger shrugged
his shoulders — all contempt and bitter superiority. "It's & waste of money, that's
all," he concluded with & sort of gloomy satisfaction — stubbornly pessimistic.

But the writers and editors cen be stubborn as well. "Why shouldn't people
sit down with & nice magazine on & nice sumuer afternoon? In fact, we are inclined to
believe that summer is & much bgtler sesson for reading than the winter when so much is
going on to distract you — concerts and parties, new plays, and what not. [elieve us
or not,” we insisted, "June, July, and August ere the most promising times, indeed, the
Adeel wonths for & megesine like Decision. Tuink of the long, lovely evenings in the
countrys « »}

Eut the business mspager refused to think of anything except of his ugly ex-
periences and dreary calculations., He was adeamsnt, "Ihere will be no mail caupaign for
this magesine until the Desd Season is over," he decided mercilessly.

Finslly, we became rather nervous. "All right, thenl®™ we snnounced — trying
to look grim end determined. "We'll do it — githout youl®

His answer was only & sneers —

S0 the whole matter bis developed into &n affeir of honor betwecen the business

departuent and the editors. We have to prove our point to those errogant experts. We must




get heupg of subscriptions during these summer months. It would be utterly emberressing
for us if this campaign turned out to be & fallure,

Please, don't let us down!

dnother defeatist exiom we disepyrove of, and, therefore, went to refute,is
that people, in turbulent days such us ours, do not cere for serious litersture, Aiccord-
ing to thie cdiscoursging theory, the public wishes o be eithor thrilled or diverted;
the only ho patlterns sppesling to resders in the tise of crisis is & sensational
Journslisa or & romentic escupisa.

But we imow botters We know thut there grg men &nd women whose interest in
serious reeding metier does not dwindle tut rather incresses — in these troubled duyse
For they want tomt.mﬂ‘hl.tislt.suk.h this tremendous struggle; they ere hanke
ering for &« bit of truth and clarity — creving for some morel comfort snd imtellectual
&dvice mhile everytbing seems to reel and to crumble around them. Newspapers und the
redio ere indispensable but they are not enough: they give the focts but not the in-
trinsic sense behind the terrific drema. bDooks sre good — & resssuring compeny in the
bours of spprchensions At other moments, however, they sees t.0 remote — 80 ul.rmg@ﬂy
discomnected froa the ever-changing problems of our restless and strenuous lives.

Uhy not try & magusine? A monthly cealing with both the tisely and the timeless
espects of husen eifeirs. Xou moy find it sstisfactorys more detached then the daily
press snd yet clese enough to the torrent of current events.

The ides of this maguzine was conceived cnd cerried out under the suspices of
these troubled days. It exists, mot in spite of the present crisis, but beccuse of it.

Is this & magusine for "intellectuals®™? —- By no mesns =- if you use this term
in the nerrov end somewhet pretentious sense in which it is often employed. Tuis is mot &
magesine of the last inhabitsuts of the crumbling Ivory lower. Nor is it & wagesine for
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P ébsolute Iruth znd refuse to see that reality constantly refutes their rigid systeams.
We do not appeal to any specific cluss, political group or literary cligue. We
bave found our friemds, end hope to find more of them, among teachers end musicliens, doc=
tors and businessmeun, executives and poets, soldiers end movie sturs, librariens and
bousewives, college boys &nd reporters, artists and clergymen, engineers end yrofessors,
intelligent workingmenfnd intelligent society ladies. We receive many letters from
very different types of people — young snd old, poor and wealthy, bighbrow or naive.
Some of these letters ere critical: we coneider them seriously, am;v; deen the criticism
Justified, we Lry to correct the perticular mistske pointed cut by the correspondent.
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Others us preises and mtw;-. All these {ﬁﬂn-, however, no matter whether
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they &8 spprovel or disapyrovel — w encouraging tokens. For
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*imiie- thet W intrinsic mhAbehaen readers and editors — thet mxateriuuﬁ\,ﬁ“”t

cobpeetines
without which no magazine m§ live up to its M -— already exists,
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or is on the point of peeemimy, between our sudience and us.

This eudience bus grown lerger fromwonth to wonth since we sterted our oper—
etions, lest Jenuary. It is not yet lerge enough. Fe went to win new friends, We have
ten-thousend readers now: Fe may have twenty-thousand tomorrow. We hope to increase be-
fore long their number up to thirty-thoussnd or so. |

Twenty thousand — forty thousend readers ere & powerful crowd, provided that
they ere the right sort of people and it's the right sort of stuff they &re reading.
Thirty-thousand Lright end vigilent readers mesne thirty-thousend channels connecting us
with thet vast reservoir of insrticulute forces — the messes, the people, the amorphous
énd fertile bumue on which the life of & mation is beseds No literary review cam hope to
reach, to impress those millions. But we gg hope to reseh and to impress them — in-
directly, through the intercession of an intelligent minority. If we succeed in gaining
Jbelr confidence — the confidence of educators and thinking youth, of the creative minds
and the enlightened cltizens — we beve won eltogether.
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To what type of people does this magasine appeal?
To &ll people with common sense end curioeity end good will; who are fond
of fine snd delicate things tut not afrsid of crude reslities; to lively people, think-

ing people, open-minded people.
¥e appeal to you, and to you — end to you tool

—Qur Pollcy ___

Did we succeed in giving you en adequate ides of our editorial policy? If
you ere still uncertain as to our intentions end aspirations — uay we suggest that you
look &t the following puges? Whet you will find there is an incomplete survey of some
of the things we heve done during the pest six months, md;:un more fragmentery eaceount
of what we are planning for. |

You will notice that the scope of subjects thet we try to cover, is rather ex-
tensive indeed. So is the list of our contributors — including some of the most dis-
tinguished American and Europesn names along with the names of young, elmost unknown,
writers. Ihere are poems cboul love &nd &bout conguered cities; stories about animsls
end children, playboys and soldiers, philosophers and thieves; there cre essays on style
and on poets — dead poets, living poets, exiled poets; meny articles about books and
pictures snd music end others desling with labor problems, seientifie accomplishments,
governmental ,rojects, freedom of the press; there are reﬂsctiond#:‘ democracy &nd
its crisis, end muaam“#; the war, end prophecies invoking the denger end the
promise of coming things.

_waxied
¥hat is the policy behing t.h:.a)'?i-y Jrogrem?
We belleve that culture, under the conditions of modern life, is en indivisible
v

entity — utterly complex and very delicate, for all its seeming stability and jpeeesbewe
extendimenews. We consider it preposterous to be concirmed wits ethicsl &nd sesthetic
metters but to neglect the urgent social political issues. And we think thet the social
andt pebiin) Snein svs Ligieting oot thay intinenes s Gehemuine 15 Shauilode il

developments of culture.




Ve believe thet culture 1s, or should become, primerily humen —— not primerily
nationale In fact, there will be an internstional culture, buped on & s0lid internstional
scheme of  olitical and ecomoniec organisation — or there will be no culture at all,.

lie are keenly interested in all espects end achievements of Americsn eivile
izetion, becsuse it is the only civilization that mey emerge undassged and intect from
the present culemity, end becsuse it is bere, in these United Stutes, thit the ine-
sphring pattern of & new universal culture may be conceived and shaped.

There is no hope for culturcl developments until the curse of Hasism is teken
from this suffering planet.,

le are put.i.an#s in this war, Fe believe thet culture is doomed if Nasi
Germeny wins. Ve doqa::hu this war en imperielist sdventure. It hes begun &8s & war
for the survival of democracy, and may end with the trensformation end rejuvenation of
the democratic may of life.

Ve want passionutely the victory of Grest Britein and the United States,

Our function and contribution is to maintain end to develop, ;;td;-h
our Mmm those high icess and moble impulses for the sske of which the
suffering is beareble and victory will be worth while.

Lecisiop is nellber a political magazine nor & journsl of festhetics. We weant

it to be soa thing more mixed, more dering, more provoecstive.

Our dream end our policy is to produce & Review of Free Culture.




Justén 0'Brien , Columbis University

"Decision f1lls & real meed today, mow more tham evers It is hearteming
and necessary to find a practical applicatiom of the brotherhood of man snd
the elite of the worlde It is high time that
self comscious. We have always needed this

Leila R, Siegel=Subscriber, New York City

"We weloame Deoision, the monthly"review of free culture” that was laumshed
with & good deal of ceremony im January from New York. Its editor , some of
its editorial advisers, sad many comtributors are mem of letters and artists
who have lately left the old world to find freedom in the newe If we thiak

we must feel that altogether we have mow the most brilliamt single acoession
of persommel that has come to the Ameriean "culture” inm all its hstory.”

Editorial = :
Kemyon Eeview = Sprimg, 1941,

"I enjoy your magasinme : it is full of significant and sericus things.”
Bruno Valter
'“ people here seem to like Docleioneess”

Scmerset Maugham, writing from Beverly Hills,

"I've read your secomd issue from cover to cover. My comgratulatioms.It's
a swell magaszine,”
Frederioc Prokesch, writing from
Lisbon,Fortugal

"The courage and falth of these who have come to Ameriea give to us, whe
are here, new courage. When I read your foreword I said: But this is emetly

what 1 em trylng , by much resding amd study, to do for myself. May your
venture sucooed.”
HoColoCy Claremont , Calif,

"Three oheers for Decisiomn lee.if mough people read it, I don't see how
1% can fail, And I belfeve they will read it, because it possesses (and I was
afraid 1t might not) a basic simplicity, an essemtial readability, the lack of

which is ordimarily a fatal lack in'guality’ magasiness
Jean Gould, Toledo , Ohio.
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