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THREE MASTERS

By

Klaus Kann
(of The Stars and Stripes)

puring the past few deys 1 have paid visits to three artiste
who have et least three things in common. All three of them are
wor ld=famous. All three of them deserve their unLVQrsﬁl prestige
in virtue of their extraordinary telents aﬁd solid craftsmanshipe

All three of them remained in Germeny and prospered under the Nazi

roﬁéme, although it would have been easy for each of them to leave

the country and meke a good living abroad,
The threo masters ¢mem I interviewed were Richard Strauss,

gmil Jennings, and Franz Lehdr.

Richerd Strausa lives with his family in the Bavarlan village

of Garmischepartenkirchen == in pre-war days one of Germany's most
fashlonsble wintere and summer resorts, Our conversation with the
master took place in front of his stately villa, under the beautiful
trees of his lsrge, well-kept garden. There were five of us, seated
in comforteble gerden chairss the composer, his son, his daughtere
in-lew, & friend of mine with whom I wae making the trip, and 1.

we introduced ourselves as "two American correspondents." I
thought it wiser not to diseclose ry identity; our host might have
been emberrassed or irritated 1f he had inown my name. one of the
first public gestures Richard Strauss made in 1935, after the estab=
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THREE MASTHERS = 2

lishment of the Third Reich, was directed against my father. The com=
poser was among those German artists and intellectusls who signed a
Nezi-inspired menifesto denouncing & Richard Wagner esseay by Thomas
gann as "en insult to the nation's greatest musical genius," when
later asked what he had found 80 "insulting" in this psychological
eulogy and pralsing enalysis of the wagnerien style, Strauss shruggsed
the question off #ith this cynical remarks "I reslly couldn't tell you;
I haven't read the stuff."

Unawere of the fect thet he was receiving the son of a men whom he
had once irresponsibly slandered, he was all smile and grecious cor=
diality as he shook hands with us. His health was just fine, he assured
us, == and in fact ne looked surprisingly wellepreserved for his eighty-
three years, Hls face of pinkish complexlion beemed serenely under his
ailver hair. His gait and motions were not without a certain measured
grace end dignified elegance. There was nothing senile about hime.

yet when we asked him about his musical plans, he shook his head
with philosophlcal resignations "No plens for me enymorel I have
written fifteen operass, not to mention my symphonic pleces and my
many songs. That's enough for one lifetime, Don't you think I have
deserved some resty"

We agreed, then 1istened respectfully to his complaints about the

way in which the defunct Nazl reglme had been dealing with his recent

opers, Die Liebe der pense (Denge's Love), This new musicel drame Wes

seheduled to open at Salzburg, last fell, put the production had to De
postponed because of the "most total mobilization" then ordered DY
pr. Goebbels, The master resented such lack of consideration on the
part of & government with whom he hed otherwise been on correct, 1if
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THREE MASTERS o= §

not friendly, terms,

"Cf course,” he sald, "this was not the first disturbing ineident,

I have hed two rather serious conflicts with the Nezi sdministration,"”
One of thnaerﬁonfliotn”developed only lsst year when Herr Streuss
was supposed to take a bombede-out German famlly into his specious villa,

Such & nulsance was too much for him to bear. He protested, appealed

to Hitler. The Fuehrer remsined edamant, Every citizen, he replied, had
to make sacrifices in a time of national emergency; Herr Strauss could
not be exempted,

This decision «- the only sensible one, to my knowledge, litler has
ever made -- seemed outrageous to the selfish old men. As he remembered
now the scandalous incident, he got very annoyed egain, "A bunch of
strangers in my housel" he cried., "Imeginel A femlly with children,
if you plessel I didn't know what to do. Really, I thought of leaving
Germany and moving to Switzerland, But how eculd I afford to lose my
main market? We have about elghty opera houses in this countrys that's
where most of my royslties come from,"

“You hed about elghty opera houses," I ventured to interrupt him.
It took him some time to understand what I tried to say, Exclusively
concerned with his own affairs, he seemed hardly aware of such trifling
ocecurences as the destruction of German ¢ities,

The second, or rather the first, collision between the master's
interests and Nazl poliey took place more thﬁn tihlyeuru ago, during
the initial phase of the "Thousand Yeara," ‘F that time, Strauss had

based one of his operas, Die Schwelgssme Frau (The 'Silent Woman), on

a libretto written my Stefan Zweig. The reh¢arpals et the Dresden Opera
MORE
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THREE MASTERS == §

understand this kind of touchiness, When I wes him in Salzburg, some
time ago, he didn't even say Hello to me, We've known each other for
80 many years, and now he just cut me, in front of a lot of peoplel
Now if thet lsn't slllyl"

It would have been senseless to explain to him why Bruno Walter
resented his action, and why all decent people shered the conductor's
Juatified indignetiony he wouldn't have understood., Nor did he unders=
stand why my friend end 1 exchanged bewlldered glances as he referred
to Baldur von Schierach, former gauleiter of Austria, as an "un=
usually decent chap." The mastor wes all for Schierach, becsuse that
Nazl boss had granted certaln privileges to himself and his tribe,

"Ny deughtereinelaw is Jewlsh," Herr Streuss remarked, pointing et
the young lady who smiled ungcomfortebly as thouygh embarrassed by this
straightforward statement, "I daresay," the old gentleman continued,
"that she was the only free Jewess in Greater CGermany =-- thanks to
the geuleiter's generous and understanding nttihude.;

"Comperstively free, you should heve sald, Pepa," Frau Strauss

Junior corrected him, not without a certaln sédewh bitterness. I, too,
had to suffer and te besr humliliatlions, For 1lnstance, since 1838 I
‘was not allowodfto do any horsebackeriding or hunting,.."

My word of;ﬁ;nnr,fthat'o what she seldl Whlle millions of Jews were
hunted i;gf;$11d qﬁimalﬂ ell over the continent, the "only S free
Jewnlufin ﬁ#eati&;ﬁormﬁng“ worrled about her hunting licence.

Tnat_uﬁ; ibgﬁt as wuch as I could stand., If it hadn't been for the
mnst%;; ﬂhﬁabh ,';gl,_ I might told him & few nasty things, But I 4

kept quiet - thinkings 'He 1s elghty-threel Besides he has prodused
i :| ‘ ._.’ { | H‘QRE
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some masterpieces...'

Herr Strauss sald; "Some of the Party cthlefs were indeed pretty
good fellows. Take a man like Hans Frank, for instances s musical
connoisseur with exquisite menners and a fine sense of htwor..."

Hans Freank -- that wes the Governor General of Foland == a criminal
responsible for atroclitlies of truly apptllﬂns dimensionsl... 1 con=

centrated my thoughts on 3alom$ and Eon'q!avaliﬂr. 'Remenber Don

Juen and Till Eulensplegell' I told myself/ '"He mey be shockingly

selfish end cynical, but don't forget that he happens to be & genius,
It 1s true, there 1s something perplexing and even frightening about
a genius without eny moral consciousnessj yet it would be futile and
unsultable to react to such a weird phanﬁmenan with a rude ocutburst
of indignetion,!

1 got up and asked to be excused, The desughter-inelaw suggested
that we stay for luncheon. "Not that I have much to offer," she ¥ cooced
apologeticelly, "Just a little snack."

I sald that I wasn't hungrye.

A8 we took our leave, my friend asked the master for en sutographed

pleture, Strauss =~ only too willing to fulfil this wish ~- sent his

son ikestsseedce o plek up two photos, "I progfgme you too would

like to have one," he said to me, more debonalr than ever,

1 answered drylys "Thank you, nos I am not a collector,”

He glanced at me with casual surprise, then shrugged his shoulders.
"An ignorant 1ittle reporter who doesn't sppreciate the value of uy
signature:' that's probably what he thought,

He didn't understand.
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In the case of Jannings, I could hardly hope to get away with my
convenlent enonymity, Emil used to be a great friend of my famlily and
myself; up to 1933, we sew a lot of him and his clever, attractive wife,
formerly known under the name of Gussy Holl as one of Berlin's most
sophisticated performers.

But the beginning of the Third Reich marked the end of our personal
contact, Jannings contimed to appear in German films and theatrical
productions; he flourished under the Nazl regime as he hed flowrished

under the Welmar Republic, To us whose mein job and ambition it was

to fight Hitlerism, he belonged to the enemy campj; his plece was on

the other side of the fence. There could be no connection between us,

So when I now entered his home sgain, after an interval of almost
thirteen years, I did so, not as a friend, but in my professional
capacity es en observer and interviewer, But I must admit that 1 didn't
quite succeed in keeping up my reserved attitude; the ice of my distrust
and disepproval sreduslly melted ﬁway as we telked and remembered,

Somehow I had expected to find the Jannings' chenged == visibly
polluted,es it were, by the toueh of KNazlsm, But instead, they looked
exactly the way they used to - just a little older, of course, Their
house == g lovely place on the Lake of St, Wolfgeng, near Salzburg =-
hed & cozy, femlliar ameeet aspects nothing had been sltered since my
laet weekend visit, There were the same lion-hesded chows == or did they
belong to e younger generationt =-- and there wes the same maliclous,
green 0ld parrots., Of course, parrots live practically for ever and
20 on repeating the same bits of nonsense =- Nazlsm or not...

Miss Ruth Jenninge, whom I remembered as a halfegrown girl, now

MORE
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presented herself as an eedRést esrnest young lady. As for Emll hiwm=
aelf,_ne appeered more portly and meassive than ever, with some new
srinkles added to his large, expressive physiognomy,.

Gus sy == #ell—preaerved and indestructibly sparkling == produced
an album with photographs, There were snapshots taken in nollyiowd,
elghteen years s:0, Thet was the time when 1 first met the Jennings'
e the time when he captiveted the american publie with his performen=
ces in films like "The Last Command," "The Patriot," and “The Way
of All Flesh," One of the photos showed s Chrlstmas party which 1
attended at the Jannings' home in 1927, Krnest Lubltsch was there, and
Gerbo == then a newcomer in Hollywocod, at the beginning of her career

-=, and the late Connie Veldt, Gussy Holl's first husband, Veldt's
second wife was Jewish «- which waes one of the reasons why he left
Nazl Germany. But I suppose he would have ascted the way he ald, even
if he had been married to a Germenic Velkyrie, He hated Nezism,

8o did the Jannings', as they assured me sgain and again. Yet they
prospered under the Hitler regime., "why dldn't you leave Germany?"

I asked him.'Nost of your friends preferred exiles to life under the
Nazi yoke, Why did you stay?"

He wes embarrassed, spologetic, There were plenty of reasons, he
ssid, To begin with, his home was not 1in the Relch but in Austria,
which seemed as safe a place as® uduld be found enywhere in the world.
"gyho would have expected the Nazis to ennex this country agelnst the

will of Mussolini and the western democracles?" Jannings exclaimed, with

o~ €
a somewhat forced naivete., They ungred-lt ell the seme, "There I was ==

treppedi®™ Jannings safd. "whet could I dot I had to be diplomatic;

HORE
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open reslstance would heve meant concentration camp."

"Ky record is clean," he insisted. "I've made as fow comprorises
a8 possible, The only propagendes film in which I appeared wes Ohpm
Kriiger «- and thet I did sgeinst oy will, under pressure, When Goebbels
first offered me the leading role in thet enti-British picture, 1
refused -= whereupon he rut it as an order, Don't you see that i hed
absolutely mo cholee? Goebbels didn't 1ike me anywey end just welited
for en occasion to ruiln me eltogether. I hed hurt his morbid vanity
when 1 lmpersonated a cherecter with a ¢lubfoot in & film besed on
Heinrich von Kleist's clessical comedy, Ihe Broken Jug, Uf course,
the clubfoot was not my invemtion; the charscter I pleyed wes crippled
ever since Klelst crested him, more then e century 250, Sut the touchy
Klnlster for Propagende suspected that I tried to poke fun on him,
That wes one of the reasons why I've slweys been in his black books,"

There wore other circumstances, sccording to Jannings report, which
made him suspieious to the ruling gang, He wes not a Farty member, nor
wes his racisl beckground quite setisfactorys a Jewish grendmother
spoiled the purity of the Jennings scuteheon. loreover, 1t wes known
in official circles that most of his friends were liberal intellectuals
«= mény of them in exlle =« snd that he had never rencunced his own
libersl views, In short, if it hed not been for his netionewlde popul=
arity end universal prestige, he might have gotten himself 1hto
seprlous troubls.

thet 1s Emil Jannings' story as he disclosed it to me on the porch
of his S5t, Wolfgenz home, Fortunstely, it 1sn't up to me to decide

whether his version is quite eccurate or not; all I cen sey is that it

’ ' KORE
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sounded fairly convineing to me, Cleerly, this talented sctor is by
ne means en anti-Nazi hero; but 1 am pretty sure that he isn't e
Nazi, either. If he mede compromises, he herdly enjoved doing so
and made just as many ss was absolutely necessery for a men who wanted
to protect his position and his considersble benk accounts under e
totalitarian regime,
&bk

If 1 found it difficult to keep up my grudge egeinst Jennings
and to condemn him for hie leck of anti-Fascist determination, 1
wa8 oven more disarmed by the smiling guilelessness of our next host,
Franz Lehdr.

From the Leke of 3t, Wolfgang it's just a tenemile drive to
Bad Ischl == &n old-feshioned spa where the Hungerien “operetta
king" has been spending his summers for the past 42 years, it was
not difficult to find his residences every child in lschl knows the
Frenz Lehar Qual where the master's house is situsted.

Lehdr and his wife look es queint end old-feshioned as do their

surroundings, The composer of The Merry Widow and Ihe Lend of Smiles

mizht be a charscter from one of his own musicel comediest s handsome

little gentlemen of seventy-five -« rather eglle, if somewhet fraeil
after two years of constant silment --, dapperly dressed in s green
Tyrolian costume with a gey pink necktie., While he obviously enjoyed
being interviewed, he got rather nervous es soon es 1 ssked any
questions thet had anything to do with Hitler and Nezism, "No
polities, if you pleasel" he begged., "4A11 I emn tell you is, that
the past few years have been extremely difficult for all of us, Don't

let us talk about it! Polities sre ugly, end I hate to discues ugly
MORE
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things,"

But wasn't it correct - I insisted, mercilessly - thet the Fuehror
edored Lehdr's work?

"Yes, yosl" the grey«hsired 1little zentlemen eriled, elarmingly irrit=
eted, "My lerry Widow wes his Pavourite operettal That wes isn't my
fault == or 1s 1t?"

I eagreed theat he ecouldn't be blemed for Hitler's predilection. Bvery=
body likes Lehdr's music; if 1t wes successful with the mester of

qOoWA oS ¥
Berchtesgaden, it wae also e hit on Broedway. The llﬁ!’rillli‘; was
right when saying, "After all, .l've plways been popular e mbtr—
in Germany, just eas I wes in all the other countries, L don't owe
enything to the Nazis; I heven't esked them for publicity or protection,
[™ee just continmed doing what I've elweys done -- writing musie.”

Lehér is not only one of the most popular but also one of the most
prolific composers of our time, He has produced thirty musical comedies
-= or rather, twenty-eight operettas snd two operas, His lest work,
he told us, is one of his more eambitious achievements =- en opera

called Caraboncies based on s Hungarien libretto, So fer, it hes only

been shown in Budapest, " just before Hungery was forced into this
terridble wer by Hitler," as the composer put 1t, .

He feels emphatleally as & Hungarien, elthough he hes spent most
of his life in Vienna, But to him, Hungery and Austris seem still to
form an inseperable entity. With a kind of obstinate nﬁatalg:la he clings
to the world which he hes so # often musically described snd glorified
-= the fabulous, feraway world of the Hsbsburg Empire.

Whereever he goes, he will slweys carry this obsolete, enchenting

sphere with him, He will never be able to leave the Vienns =nd the

RoAs
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Budepest of his youth, even If he ventures on the trans-Atlantic trip
for which he 18 now planning,

"I want to visit the United Stetes,"” he told us, “"You know, 1've
never been there, So if I don't zo pretty soon, I might die without
having seen New York, Thet would be too bad; for i'm really anxious to
find out what's going on in America -~ whet kind of music they're now
produc ing over there, whet Americen girls look like, and other important
things, Seslides it is my smbition to have st least one of my works
staged on Brosdway under my own supervision -- exactly the wey 1 want
it. I suspect tist the Americans have never seen a rgsgl Lehﬂ} production,
go fer; all they know 18 a kind of ﬁtre::iimd ersatz, with too many
girls, too much jezz, too much glsmour, and not enough stmosphere,”

Also, some of Lehar's oldest friends are now in the United States
-= another resson why he 1is looking forward to his first overseas
journey, There is, for instance, the faemous playwright snd wit, Franz
Molnar -- once of Budepest (end Europe), not of Kenhetten (and the
wor1d), "I've always wanted to colleborate with him," Lehér seid,

"but it somehow never worked out, Now I hope thet we'll finelly get
together, In fact, I expect him to have s play ready for me so thet
I cen stert composing as soon as 1 errive over there,"

Molnar and Lehdr -- that sounds like a promising teem’ Their combined

talents may produce a mesterplece of wit and melody. 4nd no politics,;f{

pmlpf’ you plessel! Folitics sre ugly...
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