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German litersture of to-dsysthat is really a tragic theme...It
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not ss though our literature were poor at the moment; quite the
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gontrerv.Germaen literature cesn stand comparison with every world
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litergﬁure:French,Americen,English - with any of them...But:The
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infortunste division between the literature within the Reich and
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the the litersture in exlle,.. ?2 At i

Germany wes slways politicaly untaleneted..lﬁ contrast to France

Pt

whose literature wes always & socisl power...In Germany it never 3,

WES...The Germen genius were always isolsted...The philosopher
Nietzsche seys:"Wie Kraniche sind sie iiber dss Land hingezogen..."
Like crenes they flew over the land - meaning that tlmf:mvev
touched it...We only need to remember #eall the solitud=s of Goethe

- the madness of Nietzsche and Hﬁlder}in end the suicide of
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Kleist...We have no 19ﬂen§e such as“é&e preyfus affefr which
-

permitted literature(Zola)to take part heroicaly and actividly

in soeiasl 1life....We need only remember that Goethe stood = ﬁff'a:i
;in{micaly gside during the Napoleonec wars for Freedom...He -fﬁﬁﬁr;)
wes W@ hated during this time by the nationealistic youth... %
Only second rate authors(Theodor Kérner and so forth)were Naa

war enthuslasts...
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The]people are,as & matter of fact,utterly unpo 11 wal
end unliterary- which is in a way a peradox,because

they are immensly crestive...
It 1s intersting to note'now specially bitter the feedfycritlicism
) ﬁ\.ll'ul [} i)
against their own nation of German authorszmost radicaly in the
case of Nietzsche who wrote the most terrlible things ebout Germany,

The same 1s true of Goethe whose criticism against Germany 1is

My
more poigént than is genersally realized...The same 1s true in the

cese of Heine who hed to live in France in exile because of his
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cabastrophy - £ 10T ) ouc s culmination } B 111 .
e s
A Few i ors for-saw,what wes comingfsome Of 1em 8. r Dack ¢
the Keaisers time..Teke,for instance,Helnrlch Kan iovel "1 sub=
iaptt =N Nl g 3+ 4 ol gatire r it alf al }
Ject ="La.lU. 8 ) r saayee SaLlirle | INS T 18 4.1 ;i G i i
wwesterical e bourgeois type,who simply sdcored hias Kslser.Thil:
ook is sor hing like a prophecviit s s elready Gl 10le charac=
ter of the Nazi-Cermsan,..The seme bitterness we fir in Cerl Stern=
heim's comedies - much to little known over e =,end 1n Wed nds
reat soclal tragedies........Shortly, f'or itler can Lo
power,several men of letters werr the nation:there wes my father,
nt not only Hﬁrm ANY ME8NS. s«
Don't make the mistakeg of thinking,that Nezlis ere merely antl=
S
semitic;they are the enemies of a 1 1 areative Art - contrary to
anpnearence and in spite the fact,that they seem to protect st

auth

is bounded inévitedbly
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Take, for example,the

typical
George - with R.R.Rilke the

Lanm

ecruse

ca poet Stefan

gre

greztest lyrical poet who wrote the Ger.

nage in this century...You can't have any idea of the extent

®

of his prestige in Ger.....Speclally young pespse conssrvafve

and nationalistic people....
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everything to try to

"The Cercle"="Der Kreis"...Gdbbels did

him....G.had possibllty to become the

greatest figure in the country,something like Gorki in Sow.Rus., -

But he maintsined s hostile

gsilence and refused to esccept the

reture
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Msrtin Cumpert,suthor and physicien,living in this country -
preparing Red Cross story...

Ihe more unterteining 1lit.:the triumphal routine of Vickl Beum -
known,of course,all over the world...Gina Kaus.Adrinne Thomas.

Lile o} Aodny = 6.
Irmgard Keun,"After Midnight",very intersting,nopf 1is going to

forpatimy
HeM.'s "Henri of Naverr",the great humen French king...had a

mblish 1t b

pu ll h . an IWL“H int . : ﬁ""l"* u#“‘-h‘
remarquable publicity in this country just now...' Joseph',
growing slowly...Interup tions - net only for polit.artic.,but

slso for "Carlotta in Weimar"jstory of strange meeting between

0ld G.end girfl he wes in love with when he was a JOUNg HaN...

the girl he portrayed in "¥

Young talents,not yet known in this countrvi:Gifted women Anns
Seghers;proletarian background.G.Regler,fighting In Spain for the
loyalists,badly wunded;who may write a great novel one day..e.

....Speacial cese of Austrians,banned today in Ger. - The seet
most famous caeses:WerfelySt.Zweig.(Who wrote libretto for Strauss
opera...)Others,like René Philipp Miller("Rasputin"),Tschuppick,
fine historical bohks,"Maris Theresia","Franz Joseph", flavour

of o0ld Hasbsbrug Austria...died recently in Vienns...
Magsesins ..."Mass und Wert"(Measure and Value"; father
editor.) - "Sammlung"(The protecors of which....)...."The fiord"
(Das wort):in Mosskau,but not bound to a party...Half literary
half politicals;Tagebuch,Weltbiihne,Prag.

Theater ...moredifficult situstion...dctually only Zilrich
for aventgared plays("Racep","Mannheim",)...Vienna and Prag,

for complex reasons,careful...

Po summarize:There is much being produced.it is tragic,thet the
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German Literatur”of to-day.

(Informal Spedch.)
Dieses ist eigentlich ein tragisches Thema.pnicht als ob unsere
Literatur in diesem Augenblick re arm wire..im Gegentellssie

kenn ohne Frage den Vergleleh mit jeder Neltliteratur(der fran=

zéslschen,der amerikasnischen,der englischen)saufnehmen,
Aber:die unselige Teilung.(Drinnen und dreussen.)
Die tragische deutsche Situation.Die Deubtschen waren immer un-—

3

- im Gegensatz zu den Franzosen.
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ja.Die Genles isoliert.unser Philosoph Nletzsche
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Kraniche sind sie iiber das Lend hingezogen...'|Man denke an die
Einsemkeit Goethes,an den iirhsninn Nietzsches und HGlderlins,

an den Selbstmord Kleistgs,.Wir haben keine Legendes wie die
Dreyfus-Affire,in der die Literatur(Zola)herolsch und sktiv
ins soziale Leben eingreift.Wihrend der Freihneitskrieg
Goethe feindlich abseits;nur die Dichter zweiten Ranges(Theodor
Korner u.s.w.)begeisterten sich.jf

Die Deutschen als dasun po 11t ische und als das
unliterarische Volk.(Paradox,welil literarisch
immens kreativ.) - Die besondere Bitterkeit der litersrischen
Selbstiritik:am radikslsten bel Nietzsche,der ilber D.die furcht-
bersten Dinge gesagt het;sber asuch bei Goethe(schrifer sls man
meistens denkt;)auch bel Heine u.s.w.

und das ungliick von heute?

Einige Autoren heben es kommen sehen,schon unter dem Kelser
(Heinrich Menns "Untertan";dlie Satire Sternheims;dle Tragilk

Wedekinds.) - In den letzten Jshren:die Wasrnungen - ungehtrt.




¢

)

MM” Wﬂ-‘ 1q’

o B

R

e T R RV

)

!P'I
~ e
"
\.rtj‘

o

b DAL Ead oM
i Lo

by Yot
—— p:' S e
"f“"’l*‘lr\i 2 -—-ﬂ"}
i Lo

'14”f’lf

"y g

2

ﬁa—(f'.‘;u-alr‘;f,__.‘ Afi Firam Auba (& 2agan “Hyy
B P

Die Katastrophe ist da...Nazlitum als Feind sller Literatur -
dem Augenschein zum Trotz.Im Grunds mogen sle die Schriftsteller
fibernaupt nicht,weil sozlale Kritlk und Literstur unvermeidlich
zusemiengehen,Sehr typlschider Fell Stefan George.Sle konnen
sein Prestige hier nicht ermessen.Gdbbels jerbungen um ihn.
sein feindliches Schweigen,Ablehnen der Ressentheorien,sein
einssamer Tod im Aus_land.(Des Grab in Lugano. )
kanche konnten,wollten nicht emigrieren.UntTerscheideh wirl
Nunancen sind wichtig. = Wirkliche Nazls kaum da.(Johst unpro=
duktiv geworden;Ewers in Ungnade.) - Die elne kurze Zelt lang
Bersuschten.(Der seltseme Fall Gottfried Benn:Bewunderer H.MN.'s, \
fesavist und Lyriker von Formet;echrieb 1933 dle unglaublichsten X
Dinge...) - Oppurtunisten wile der alte Heutptmann. (Fertig.) - i
Konservative,dle sich in anstdndiger Dinstance helten.(Huch,

Wiechert - verhaftet gewesen - ,Carossa.)

Die Weltnamen:ausser Landesg
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Das grosse J'accuse der Helnrlch Mann("Der Hess","Es kommt der

Tag", )Th.M.(Bonner Brief.Wird asuswendig gelernt.Leute kommen in
Kerker, )Bruno Frank.("Der dainpaqq $ ucltmsu.er.("trnenlei
|\r | - n Ci

oder in histcrischen Varkleidungen:“F41qcner Lasqr 1.8 eWe)s
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Tcller[alfiied?er Drametiker,)Aufstitze von Arncld iiﬁiE,LﬂCpCLJ o
e b

DCQ-FP?OFHild "Tage-Buch")u,s.w, Friedtich 1} jolff.("Mannheim.) ).
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IPZWiRCMﬂh rmer 59ht die rein kiinstlerische Produﬁtlon Beiter.
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Joseph Roth.("Napoleon und die loo Tage" . )Hermenn Kesten VO o

("Ferdinend und Isabella","Philipp"in Vorbereitung. ) Leonhards

Franks wurx'ﬁruiaer Roman 'iber die Geisteskrenken.Speyers Liebens i!

v s WA Xny £

wiirdigkeit.Bie triumphale Routine der Vicky Bsum.Die Erfolge E?j
miq

Thomas,der Keun("Nach Mitternscht" ;Wichtiges Buch,
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