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THE LESSON OF INDONESIA
By Klaus Mann
Amsterdam, August 1947
"Tgn't it wonderful how much we've learned from the Nazis?"
a Duteh friend asked me bitterly. "The Herrenvolk complex seems

A

to be econtagious. For five years we were the vietlims of German

m

arrozance; now it's our turn to prove our racial superlority by
violeting & weeker na‘ion..."

Such sardonic remarks can be heard rather frequently 1n this
eovmtrv todev. Feir-minded, intelligent Dutehmen are profoundly
gshocked bv what thelr covernment has done, end is stlll doing, in

Pesy } Pra ) b s
the East Indies, While officisl annovncements and communiqués refer
snphemistically to a "police action" taking place in Java, most
people here speak with undisguised aprrehension of & "koloniale
oorlog" thet might dreg on for years.

1]

Qorlog, the Dutch expression for war," 1is a word fraught

with ominous connotations. Like many other terms of th£¥ language,
1+ has been teken over, unaltered, from medieval Germen -- an 1dio
longe forgotten in the ecountrv of its origin bnt curiously kept alive
in the conservetive Netherlends, And there is indeed something
medievel, something astavistiec and sinister sbont those two dark,
ponderone svllesbles -- oorlog =--: 2 suggestion of primeval terror
end tragedv. One cen herdlv pronounce the word witheut being reminded
~f Moloch, the monstrons idol end devourer of humen sacrifice...

The Duteh people do not like oorlog. Whet they want 1s not enother
wap but, first of all, recovery from the last one, Their country
hes been most cruelly affeeted by the German occupatlon; 1t was here,

in the Netherlands, that the Wehrmacht held out to the bltter end -=-

much longer than in most other parts of the Continent. No wonder
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then that the process of rehabilitation is taking longer here than
In certain other formerly occupled countries. 4+t a time when Belgium
and Denmerk were already enjoving an almost pesce-like prosperity,
things st11ll looked rather grim in Impoverished, exhsusted Holland,

smsterdam was among the first places I revisited after the end of
the war. Having lived here during the initial phase of exile, from
1035 to 1936, I wes enxious to find out what had happened to mv Duteh
friends under the Nazi terror. Many of them had been setive in the
Resistance movement; some had perished in sass chambers or coneen=
tration cemps. The freees of the survivors showed the unmistaksble
mapks ~f phvsieal and mental suffering =-- hungsr, fear, nervous
tension. But however weakened bv the hardships of the past few years,

eSS Cene

most of the people I talked to seemed hopeful snd emterprising.
Living conditions -~ they admitted -- were st1ll far from satisfectory;
there was not enough to eat, there were no clothes, no shoes, no
tobsieco, no materisl to rebuild destroved homes or repair damaged
bridges, highways, dams, machinery. -- "But just weit a couple of
yeers er—sel" my Dutch friends demanded. "Just give us a 1little time,
and you'!ll see how things piek up in this country! Reeconstruetion is
well nnder\mn? and will proceed according to schedule, We're a hard-
working people, you know -- and we're stubborn, too. 4 few years of
pesce -- that's all we need to get ourselves out of this messl"

Thaet was in the fall of 1945, When returning to Amsterdam, sbout
twenty months later, I found a greatlv improved situation. It is true,
there still were shortages and difficulties; but 1life seemed to have
settled down to something like normslev. Business men were ressoneblvy
optimistic about the country's economiec future; artists end intel=
leetuals == tired of politics which had been dominating their thoughts
for the past six years -- concentrated on their specific tasks and

interests; the averace cltizen was looking forward to a new bieyele
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or redio set he might get hold of by Christmes. Not very meny people

{ -rr_r;'ri.

talked s2bont Indonesia. Nobodv talked abom
No* that the Duteh public failed to realize the wvital significenee

- P

of the East Indien question! Nearly a fourth of Holland's nationsl
wealth 18 invested in Java and Sumsitra; esbout fifteen per cent of its
national income hes come from East Indisn trede -- everybody here was
fully aware of these facts, Also, 1t was generally known that the
nezotiations between Duteh authorities and the Indonesian Republic
did not proceed quite so smoothly or swiftly as might have been de=
sired, There were certaln ticklish problems which seemed to cause
considerable headache in Batavia -- esgpeclally the question of the
locel police foree whiech the Duteh wanted to share with the Republi=
cans, Some of my more conservative secquaintances suggested that the
Idonesians were being 'nduly difficult -- pertly still under the
Influence of Japanese propsgandes (had ﬂm*-e President of Indonesia,
Snekarno, not been openly pro-Japanese during the war?); psrtly under
Communist pressure., (Was not the Indoneslen Communist leader, Alimin
Prawirodird jo, known to be inexoratly opprosed to any understending
with the Netherlands?)

While those champions of a "stronz poliev" appesred somewhst
irritated by what thev regarded as "Indonesian stubbornness," my
more liberal friends alluded darkly to a militaristic "war party”
in The Hague and Batavias thet would risk, or even provoke, a show=
down, rather than grant real independence to the young Republiec,

Bnt not even the most peessimistic observers seemed to believe that
Laut

the militarists wonld "ctwaljw}h-t’fheir wav, After all, there was

the egreement of Linggadjatil -- allegedlv the cornerstone of Duteh

vpollev in the East Indies ~-, according to which the people of Java

and Sumatra were toc be given complete self-government, by 1949,

within the framework of a Dutch commonwealth. The government, it was

To dpnveal™ (aid dowm
thought, eonld not af‘m:ﬂ the principles W in that

solemn document. Even i1f eertein elements within the 4dministration
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n1sht have liked to sabotage the Magns Charta of Indonesian Indepen=
denee -= there wass at least one governmental perty, the Socilalistie

Partij van de Arbeid, that would never allow this to happen. As long

as the Social Democrats belonged to the ruling coeslition, the danger
of 2 elash in Indonesia did not seem scute. No doubt, a workable solu=
tion would be found eventually...

The resignation of the Indonesisn Premier, Dr, Scetan Sjashir, caused
a certain alarm in politieelly minded Duteh eireles. Sjahir enjovs
great prestige in this country -- not only on account of hls modereste
views, but a2lso as a man of unususl eulture end integrity. When Hepub=
lican extremists forced him to guit, last June, the gravity of the
sitnation heeame obvions. There were rumors sbout an imminent crisis;

t the nervons public celmed down as snother moderate, smir S jeris
foedden. was appointed Sjshir's successor. The new Premier, who spent
seversl veers in Japanese captivitvy, wes known to be a personal friend
of the Duteh Aeting Governor in Bestavia Genersl Hubertus wan Mook.
Cleerly, he would have refused to take over the govermnment, at that
eritieal juncture, if the Duteh had not promised him to make certain
concessions...

All those Dutchmen who had been hoping for & pesceful settlement = 4
of the Indonesiesn rroblem were to be bitterly dlsappolnted. General
van Mook's anno'ncement of 21 Julv wes tentsmount to a formal decle
ration of war.

¢ Opteal's contution

that "in view of

the elmost constant Repuhbliean violations" his government had been

"enmpelled to resort to rolice meesnres," faliled to convinee world
)

pun1lic opinion. Espeeilally the Americen press ftd—mot mincediwords in

eriticizing W Duteh poliev. U.S. commentators, while appreciating
comnerces
the Duteh desire to hold on to the profitable i of the East Indles,
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Indoneslis is extremely
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e no Communists ountry

my mumerous scqualintences here who would con=




ineviteble or desirable. : gree Duteh

the most

brutal
cod will
interest of future colla=
moreover, in poor tgstes to play the strone
ized by an even more husky fellow, just s
few vears before, and attempt to "recolonislize"™ the Esst Indien
isles (as Premier S jarifoedden put 1it), et the very moment when the
world'e foremost colonisl power, Grest :_‘53-541-91.],1.’ withdraws from the

Indien msinland.

Of course, the powerful Pertlj van der Arbeid

&./W
these sppuments. But just ss thelSocial Democrats

reglime
had to prove their lovalty to the Imperis]l Aeowmenmment by voting for
Qfficially)
v £ — 1 . " ':'-:rL—_.T_.r
e perialistic war, the Duteh latorites stick]to their covernment --

& polievy whieh hss been denouneed by ex-Premier Sjehir, in a recent
interview . 5 Augus es "almost erimnal short-sightednes

1

It must be said, however, that the "Party of Work" does not even

gttempt to coneeal its greve qualms snd mispivings. The communiqué
he occasion of a recent Partv congress (18 August) care=
fully avelds all nationalistie phrases but is full of expressions
like "regret," "concern," "1t i1s ouwr esrnest hope thst...",
forth.
But I1f the Soclalist lesderskkw H?@W# reluctant to come out openly
egainst the government, some of the more progressive laborites have
een remarksbly outapoken in their publle statements. & strongly
worded protest sgsinst the "police action" wss signed by more than
twentv influentiel Party representatives, and the lsnouage used by
certein Lebor papers is indeed of extraordinervy beoldness. Het Peroocl,
for instance -- an Amsterdam evening peper of considreable popularity

== ppéned its front-page editorial of 21 July with these bitter sen=

Y




"At the begimnning of the wsr against Indonesia -- yes, unfortu=

nctely, we are de facto et war! -- all the femiller propagendistiec

tricks sre tried on our netion. Just as Hitler's masrch to Vienna was
to serve only one lofty purpose -- namely, the 'protection' of the

pocr Austrians --, our 'Christisn' redio now procleims with blarin

r
m

perslstence thet ‘charity' is the sole motive behind the Duteh merch
to Djokja. Just ss the Austriens imnlored the Fuehrer to rush to their
help, the people of Indonesia -- according to the official version --
anpesrled to the Netherlands for protection egainst the increesing
terror," And so on, in the same scathinglv scornful vein.

Considering the rebellious tone of Perool snd other Labor organs,
1t mew seem do'btful whether the "Pertwy of Work™ will be able, in the
long run, to meintain its present line of wery scquiescence. An official
split between pro-wer and anti-wer elements within the Party may become
inevitable, unless neutral meditation succeeds before long in stopping
the Indonesian conflict.

\left=wing
In addition to ?ﬁékgahTilists, there ere werious other croups openly
dissetisfied with the present trend of Dutch poliey. Protests against

the koloniale oorlog have been voiced by indevendent libersl publi=

cations like Vrilj Nederlesnd (formerlv s elandestine orgen of the Under=

round), De Vlam, De Stem wvan Vaderlsnd, and, notsbly, the populer weekly,

De (Groene Amsterdesmer; bv distingnished writers 1like S. Vestdijk (one

of the nation's leadingz literary critics and essavists), Victor E. ven
Vrieslend (noted poet and critie, president of the Dutech brench of the
International P.E.N. Club), and Henriette Roland Holst, the venerable
poetess, who denounced the srmed intervention in Indonesis as "the end
of ethical polities;" bv demoeratic youth orgenizetions like the

Nieuwe Kreis; by labor unions, artistie clubs, former members of the

Resistance movement, and -=- most solemnly and effectively -- by the more

progressive representatives of the Christisn churches. Clergymen -- hoth

Protestant and Cetholic -- are among the most vocal erities of the




avernment; magazines like the Iuthersn Kerk en Vrede (Churech and

Pence) and the Cstholie Toers (Toreh) play o2 leading role in the anti-
way cempailen.

There 18 one danger of which pesce-loving, non-Communist Dutchmen
are acntely aware; The Commnlsts, most vociferous in their pascifist
proragaends, might suceceed in convineing publie opinion that they are
the only ones to oppose the imperilislistie sdventure. If the RKeds were
setus 11y sccepted as the sole champions of Indonesia, the inevitable
reanlt wonld be, first, an inerease of Communist prestige in the
Netherlsnds end, secondly, 2 loss of Indonesian prestige in the world,
esnecially in the United States,

I+ mav bhe partly in order to aveoid such sn uwnfortunate development
that Duteh Christians and libersls demonstrete their opposlition so
londly and conspicuously. And even while they are dolng =20 == even
while the countrv resounds with thelr sngrv protests snd complaints,
one of the world's best-informed, most influentisl newspapers boldly
ssserts that the entire Dutch nation, "with the exception of Communists,™
is "wholeheartddly" for the war!

Ask the Dutch boys who, only just returned from Cerman labor camps,
ere now being shirped to the East Indies] Just the other day, I had
word from one of the yvyoung men gew making the trip on the troop-ship,

n Meslta had
"Volandem": he eomplained sbont insdemate food, and that EEEPEH*Tﬁﬂﬁ{
refuged them fresh water supnlies. "I reckon things will get even
tan-her, once we are over there," wrote the bov.¥2nd it won't be a short
war, 6 either, I rather think we are in for several years of guerrilla
warfare -- which 1s no pleesant thought..."

Ask the people who boo in the movie thesters as soon as the newsreels
show pilectures from the Indoneslasn front! Ask the housewlves who were
hoping for a relexation of wartime rationing end have now to faece new
scarcity, new restrictions. £sk your walter in any Dutch restaurant,

ask vour chambermeid in any Dutch hotel, your taxl driver in any Dutch
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