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The specter of new bloodshed snd destruction -- there it wes, evoked by

the young men's casusl remark. For a few minutes, the genersl conversation

turned around such ticklish and ominous subjects as the "Russian denger,
the "American war psychosis," the problem of Pelestine, end so forth. It
wes Asta Nielsen who sesved the situstion by ingquiring, raether =bruptly but

with disarming briskness, sbout some recent Hollywood films. "To & poor
country like Denmerk, Americen pictures esre quite out of reach," she said,
without any bitternesgs, just as if to explain her ignorence. "Too expen=
sive, you know."

"Thet's too bed,” I ssid. "But, frankly, it isn't much you're missing.
lost of the stuff they're producing, these days, seems rather on the dull

aide. To think how wonderful the movies used to be -- =nd whet & bore thev

are nowl Why, in years I haven't seen anything 4 to be compared with

one of the silent clesssies, like Die freudlose Gasse (The Joyless Street).

Those smong the "Debaters" J who were old enough to remember thst
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sterted praising its merits. It was the only film ever to present Asts
Nielsen end Grets Gerbo together -- "the two greatest trsgediennes of our
time," as som€ pne in the room stated pointedly. Jeseowidsmci.onb-eares.
ey -l spid, bhew- eve-the Lwo-erestest.ones—-- owp-friend here, end ner
ﬁae&iaharivmlar'Hnereupon a shrill female voice could be heerd from =
distant corners "Of course, it's a well-known fact that Gerbo is of
partly Denish stock. How could she have any chie, if she were purely
Swedishg"

The Danes, es I noticed on various occasions, rather tend to be catty
about the Swedes who, on their part, seem to be full of respect end sdmi=
ration for their south-western neighbours. "You're coming from Copen=
hegen?" people would ask me in Stockholm. "What a city! There's nothing

quite like it, anywhere in the world."
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their pro-Americen feelings; &t the ssme time, however, they seemed rather
inclined to doubt the intellectus maturity of the American resding b=
lie. -- "Is it true thet our two outstanding authors -- the French-writing
C. F. Ramuz and the Germen-writing Hermann Hesse -- are precticelly un=

1 x L]

rnown in the United States? How do you explain such lack of apprecilation?

I

Thus they kept badgering me. A spectacled female (not the same who mede

= =

the unpleasant remark sbout those puerile comie strimﬁ‘ but rether a
eimilar type) inquired whether Emil Ludwig snd Erich keria Remarque were

indeed the two only Europeans enjoying litersry fame "“over tk

=

ere’ -=;
"which would be really too bad," as she added. "For neither deserves to
be taken seriously from our more execting point of view."

I was glad to essure her thet some other representatives of European
letters -- worthier, or at eny rate more exclusive, then those two best=
seller-producing gentlemen -- were greatly en vogue, right now, with the
Americen intellectual elite, if not with the wider public. "Teke your

own great phllosopher and.psychologist, F. C. Jung," I ssid -- slyly
| v LR
Legia g

picking & native of Switzerlsnd to "His influence

in the Stetes has been stesdily inereasing during the past few yesrs.,

Or, to mention snother illustrious citizen of vour country -- Hainer

keria Rilkel" (It is true, Rilke was not born in Switzerlen but

resided there for some time.) why, our young Americen poets are just

m

crazy ebout himl" I asserted heatddly, snd went on throwing celebrated
muropean names at them -- Franz Werfel, André Gide, Sigmund Freud,

Ignazio Silon
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aul Sartres sll of them enormously admired by
american critics and connoisseurs, as I insisted, much to the satis=
feetion of my sudience.

And Kafkal! Esger as I was to save the honor of the Americsn intel=
ligentsia, I found truly rhspsodic words in lescribing the e

( wwmm, Bpwihieteat Ponge - badonerr
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ceuse 2 flood of fantestle rumors. Had the Minister of Forel
fairs -- "our Honza," s the people wer ont to c¢2ll him =-=- ectusll
flung himself from & window ls pelatial residencef y realist
-~ - $ - . -y . ~ — I &
observers ' reason to doubt the voluntariness « o rvk
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were closed

Soclety assembled nevertheless. The atmosphere in the lecture hall --

elmost needles

¢ ]

to say -~ was
68 the audlience included some of the late statesmen's closest personsl
friends. There wes, for instance, Czechoslovskia's most popular comedien,
Werich, pertner of the femous "Voskovich end Werich" team. During the
period of wer and occupation the two brillisnt setors lived in the United
States, from where their grimly sestirical esnti-Nazi messages were broads
cast across the Atleantic. Shortly after the Liberstion the two pertners

returned to FPrague, where they sre now running one of the city's msjor

theaters., Their latest hit, a Czech sdaptation of the American mu ical
comedy Finian's Re inbow, had just opened a dav or two before I vy arrivel
- ntimsis atical lv ree eived o 1 Dl 1 ic y out rether har: i Created DOV
2 thi ore orthodo; rxiast ritics,
Finisen'e Rain ow, neidental 1y, a b TC a [ L vneric I
to resented in Prague, et the time of my visit. There were sever 1
yther shows «3s Oripgin, ax e bookstoreg == re numerou Y
ndsome in Czechoslovakia the: nywhere else in EBurope -- displaved :
COoOplous choice o ranslations from our langu: « 1T 1 t ne, Americe;
Nnewspepers anc begaen t¢ isappear fro e n stends;
t as foi iterature n the re exluslive sense o 12 ter i
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French author Nobel Prize winner to various g of German th 14







-
i 1 r
P - - 1
- "
] - 3 y "
] C - g . }
C - B4
5

i
3 n al o
- 1 J e | B -._- .
> ) a
. ] ™
r o S é
o :
b y " o

- B i
3 - i
1 + i + 1 ¢
{ . i :
5 O = -

- . 4 ..H_ w=
b ~ =
-
1 8 £
- - - G

- . s
- =1 £y 43
r . I




¥
o

.
.
' 1
™ |

= " 2 4= ] = P 5 ¥ =

A L [ N = 1
' 1 1 vt oy !
LLL L X 2y :

9 4 - 2=Vl "N al -

11 == TIOTC DaQ Il L

-
e
1 ’
o = F 3 -
»
- + et ¥
o L -
e - 1
'Sy =
*
. -

e e e —————————————— -t

™ £ 1 - 7

. A g H

L - -
i ' - 1







