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IThe Derkest Hour, Adventures and Hscepes, by Leo Lenie
Houghton Mifflin Comp.,Boston § 2.76

réveass s
The well-known Anstrien writer and jomrnelist ghwmps one of

the most depressing espects of the French tregedys Hls book

is - to use his own words = "“the story of hundreds of thousends
of Germen, Austrien,Czech,and Polish intellectusls,artists,sclien=
tists,who sought refuge from Hitler's persecutions and were
caught bstween two fires = the Gestspo end the French bureau=
cracy." Mr,.Lania eells his experiences " gruesome, paradoxicel,
and grotesque." But they are aslso 11luminating,colourful,and
dramatic. #nd so 1s hie report - written in a fast-moving, jour=
nalistiec style: perhaps a trifle too dashing and dexterous.

This swift edventurous report 1is too much of a thriller to

be really profound. Yet,everybody concerned with the dramas of
furope ought to read lenia's book: bsceuse of the many lively
snepshots it offers - all those striking pilctures taken with

a light end experienced hand in & the salons and cafés of Paris,
in concentration cemps,on the roads - ,and because of many

e clever,enlightening formulation., Says Leo Lenie: "The rich
would rather see Hitler in Paris then Blum,and the poor would
rather have Stalin than Laval.,"” Which is about the shortest and
most plausible explenation of the French disaster we have seen
gco far, .nd the book should be read becsuse it contains statements
like thiss "I don't regerd Zurope a&s lost. I belleve in France,"
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This 1s London by HEdward R. Murrow (Simon and Schuster,New York)
Edited by Elmer Davis, B2

selection from the reports Er. Edwerd R. Murrow,Chief of the
CBS Forelgn News Staff,broadeest from London,during the event=
ful period from sugust,l1959,#m until Merch,1941. What made these
accounts so striking when they reecheda us over the air,is the
complete leeck of melodrametic exa. erslions, sieeedeeindiawd’
Mr., Murrow's style 1s conclse,sober,restralned. At certain moments
he hes,as sn observer and narrator,that grim galety churscteristle
of the admirable people of London. His stories contuin,of course,
an abundence of illuminating remarks,moving esnecdotes,and clever
psychological sketches, Yet,the experiment of compéling fregments
of a spoken wur chronicle and presenting them as a booxldoes not
reelly prove successfule. The excitement we may feel when glencing
throuch these pages,is mostly due teo the formiqghlﬁniTpression
the same reports made upon us when they were néﬁiiiﬁﬂ”g;perience
4 very much like that of re-reading the headlines and dlspstches
of lest year's newspupers. - lr. Murrow's broadcasts undoubtedly
contain material for en excellent book. But we are not so sure 1f,
in thelr present shape,they yleld a book that has lastin, life and

real validity.




