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Heroes of the Nazi Underworld.

By Klsus Menn.

Words fail when it comes to describe the Nazl phenomenon and 1its
representatives.For Nazism is not merely a "false policy"or a "dang=
erous philosophy";rather,it is the absence of sll policy,in the clvi=
lized sense - and the sbsence of thought itself.It 1is chaos,the jungle,
a relapse into subhumen form of existencejand subhumsn events can no
longer be described in Iumen terms,

since the Nazis are svowed enemies of resson,they take a keen delight
in mythology;and possibly the vocabulury of mythology 1is most appro=
priate in describing the heroes of the underwor 1d,whom we find to be,

not so much individuals,as evil itself incsrnate.Under the relgn of

the Fihrer we heve once more lesrned to understand why the Kiddle Ages
believed in the Devil,

Every Gestapo torturer fancies himself a minlature Saten or at least
a minor delty from the nether regions,In reazlity the disbolic element
in Nezism 1s supplied only in the collective whole.Taken by themselves,
the propggenda ministers,air force generals and SeS.0fficers sre
half-pathetic and half-disgusting rather than demonisc.Together they
represent pandemonium - to their own seeming prLdé.lf they had their
own way,they would broadecsst to the world:" Attention,pleaselThis 1s
atation UNDERWORLD}"

Small wonder that the Nazi patron seints are picked exclusively from
the eriminal or near-criminsl element,Llke every primitive religion,
Naezism has its sinister culggwhat of these figures,before whom even
the Fifhrer bends his knee?Wha: of the legends which every child in the
Third Reich mst learn?

The nsme of the Nezi hero,Horst Wessel hes become widely known even

mlblwthek




- -

abroed.In addition to his "mertyrdom for the Csuse"and his authorship
of the officisl Nazl anthem,he is known to have been a brutal little
pimpféhe portrait of Horst Wessel adorns German school rooms,public
hells and private homes,side by slde with that of the Filhrer.Monuments
have been erected in Wessel's honorj;poems,blographles,monographs per=
petuete his memory;German professors do not shrink from pronouncing
his ne?e in the same breath with Luther and Goethe; (2 historlen,Willi

L at the Firwe Dran of fhe HesdiLbg Vecversity o
ireas Dy namejedited s book "Great Germsns,from Hermann the Cheruskian

to Horst Wessel";)he is the Filhrer's own acknowledged ideal;all young
anmans are to be s nearly like Horst Wessel as possible,

ghat of the truth behind the myth?It is a wretched story,far
from asdventgrous,let alone heroic.Horst Wessel is sn aversge boy
gone astray;his allegisnce to the "underworld" - in the soclological
sense - is purely instinctive and voluntary;there was no tregic com=
pulsion whatever.He was resred in a parsonage in one of Herlin's

enclent side streets,ironically named "Jiidenstrasse",since it was

once part of the ghetto,His father,Ludwig Wessel,D.D.,dled when
Horst was still a little boy.

This father deserves closer scrutiny.He bears but little Yesem=
blence to his brave colleagues of the Confessional Church,to such
truly imposing flgures like NiemSller.He belongend to the type of

North Germsn Lutheran,obsessed by the furor teutonicus rether than

by the Lord's Word,who laid the spiritual groundwork for the Third
Reich.When the World Wer brike out he was beside himself with de=

light.In his memoirs he describes the tregic days of August,1914,

as follows:"Never was Berlin as besutiful ss in this hour of
pessionately submissive love for the Hohenzollern Dynasty,liow we

rejoilced....1"A strange Christianity,this - a Christisnity thst goes

ecstatic over the onset of the great butcheryl
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Person Wessel also wrote a war book and dedicated it "in happy
memory and deep respect to His Excellency,General von Ludendorff" -
that seme Ludendorff who became an outspoken enemy of Christianity.

In his periodical,"At the Well of German Strength",which he edited

together with his wife Mathilde,the Christian fulth was attacked as
the root of all evil,and the gos?pl of Wotan was proclalmed.The
war-mad Prussian minister psid obelsance to ¥ Anti-Christ himself!}
It is not surprising that his son did not teke to Christienity.
No crucuflix hung over his bed;but even when he wes a boy there wes
alweys & revolver under his pillow;for he belonged to semi-military,
ultra-nationslistic organizations long before he reached maturity -

the Bismarck Bund ,the Vikings ect.He joined the "Bleck Reichswehr"

while he wes still in school = "in place of a vacstion",as he himself
put 1it.

"I became a National Socialist not from convictlon,but from dls=
eppointment."These ere his own words.At the time Hitler,in one of his
speeches,hed just proclaimed:"To be & pacifist means to have demon=
strated one's leck of character."lorst ueaael,who-‘nd lesrned nothing
but shooting end fighting,wes bound to feel that here at lest wes his
true leader.

What did Nationsl Sociallsm mesn to this diseppolinted fellow who
had joined its rsanks from boredown?It mesent & dissolute life - the
life of a hooligan,invested with the shoddy glemour of the petty
gengster,It meant mesting-halls battles,free-for-all fights with peli=
ticasl or personsl enemies,It meant cowardly attacks from embush..lt
meent embarking upon & life in the jungle.Yet actually 1t was not
nearly as dangerous a8 it sounds;for in those last yesrs before
Hitler's seizure of power,the Republic already was secretly pleying

into the r-i- hands of these half-grown Nazl ruffians.It was only the
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"Reds"who were persecuted in esrnest.

That led,Horst Wessel,might heve lived to witness the Third Relch,
but for his filthy pandering sctivities.,He lived with e professional
prostitute by the nsme of Erns Jﬂnicka,wﬁéyi;quaintance he had made in
& notorious tavern known as "The Mexico".Hans Helnz Ewers,speclalist in
horror stories,in his biographical novel written around Horst EGBB@%{
makes & veliant attempt to represent the relationshlp between hls hero
ang?g;reet-walker as that of the missionsry and the courtesen,Hlorst
"gsaved"sand "redeemed"the girl - he "lifted her to his own level".This
view does honor to the extravagant imegineation of the blographer;
Wessel's collesgues,however - the other pimps st the "Mexico"bar -
took a more realistic view.They resented a rivsl taking awsy a highly
profitable girl.

ot a few of Wessel's Nazl comrades looked askance too.They had
g more pronounced sense of the proprieties than the prodigal person's
son.0One of his biographers laments:"How deeply it must heve wounded
him to see men from his own camp rise up ageinst him end set out to
undermine his work..."

Astonishingly enough, Horst at the time lived 1n a rooming house
run by a widowed Communist woman nsmed Salm.His landlady plottet with
his enemies - or,perhaps more accurately,his r&z:ln.ﬂe wes murdered,
in Freu Salm's flat,but not for politicalﬂ::-;lldiﬂe wes cut down as
a plmp is cut down.Bloody affairs of this kind ere not umsual in the
underworld.

The whole voluminous Nazl litersture on the subject of Horst Wessel
contains not a single detailed sccount of the trial of hls nardere¥s,
The topic is too delicate.The German people might learn the embarassing
circumstances under which their "youthful hero"lost his life.The vl
real bsckground of young Wessel's vulgar tragedy are the dirty in=

trigues of the "Mexico"bar...
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The German people,under pain of ghastly punishment,are forced
to stand at attention and enthusiastically raise their arms whenever
the Horst Wessel song rings out - this song in which e pitiful 1little
ruffisn and gigolo trled to express his coerse and confused feelings;
this cheap lyriesl ecstasy of a hﬁnger-on,culqugnating in the dream
of "Jewish blood spurting under the knife" .Thet wes the limit of his
imgaginetion.Thet discovery was to make the wight "immortal".And immortal
it has become - this single "work",this miserable product of a dishono=
rable,wasted,soliled 1life =-3;an immortsl symbol of Germeny's shame._—'f
There are other figures,less known sabroad,whose memory is honored
in the Third Reich no less than is the name of the sadlistie glgolo.

Oone of them is Albert Leo Schlageter,immortslized in & drama by none

other than Herr Hanns Johst,"poeta lsureastus" of the Third Helch,per=

sonal friend of the Filhrer,"Steatsrat"and presldent of the German
Acedemy of Poetry.It is in this drames thet the famous setence occurs:
"Whenever I hear the word eulture ,1 draw back the safety cetch of
my revolver,"

That setence certainly would have plessed Schlageter,who could not
stend culture and who aslways was quick on the draw.He had fought in
the World Wer and found it impossible to discard tge craft of murder,
After the war he did not know what to do with himself.Frow the college
town Preiburg,he wrote in despair:"Is this life?Why not rise and smash
everything to pleces?Desks and the glasses on the professors' noses tool"

And so he returned to the only profession he knew.First he fought

against the Russians in the Beltic,then in Upper Silesia.For a time he
was a Polish spy in Dunzig.A Pollsh official by the name of r——
Brzybiczewski got him the job.Schlageter himself later insisted that he
had merely want to doublecross the Polishjbut it 1is improbable that the

Poles would have trusted him in the first place,had they not been sure
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of him.They knew his past.His checkered career was a familier story
1n that neck of Burope.The fact remains that he took money from the
Poles.

He slways took money,and in very considersble smounts.During the
Ruhr occupation he wzs active sgeinst the French,He beceme g specialist
in railway sebotage - a branch of the art invested with nc particulsr
nobility.The French military euthorlities caught him red-handed end
convicted him,as eny court-martiel anywhere would have done.Schlageter,
however,now was advanced to mertyrdom.Heretofor he hed only been e
paid agent.ilis anti-French sebotege activities in the Ruhr district
netted him 18,000 paper marks from the governuent delly.fe lived on
this income; for all hie business enterprises hed falled.During hﬂid
trinl he made the following statement,which appesrs in the record:
"whet I d1d,I did because I had sustsined great business losses.l sald
to myself:'Let business go and look for something elsel'"

Sehlesgeter,the hero,squesled on his pals to save his own gkin; but
he did not succeed.He himself had been arreated beceuee of a leak from
smong his most intimste frlends - as his Nazi blographers sadly admit.
Horst Wessel had suffered the ssme fate - a fate not unlmown, tiiough
not the rule,in gangster circles.

4itler has clsimed that "Marxism preaches freedom of all bad in=
stinets".In the light of his own most intimate eircle the assertion
is not devoid of humor.Everyone who hes ever been close to the Filhrer
has been characterized by a total lack of moral inhibitions,.The odc
indulgences of the late Captain RShm at the sight of innocent young
S.A.men will be remembered.ditler was wedl aware of the speclal leaning
of his old friend,but did not felgn indignation until he wsnted ly Lo
get rid of him.The omnipresent Doctor GBbbles then took a keen delight

in regaling the German public with the pornographic details of Réhm's
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bedroom./4 little later the Propagendes Minister himself wes to become
the subject of plquant anecdotes - & lovely motion picture star
being involved,for a change.The gellent ddctor got off with a black
eye - which must be taken literally.A populer prize-fighter,however,
whose wife happens to be an attractive screen vedette,threatened
nim in the following terms:"If I ever catch that guy,I'll bresk
his neck]"

The language befits the company.The Hazls are spoiling not only
the morals but even the language,bs—Sermems/Perhaps this is why the
great German poets =re no longer populsr in thelr homeland.Goethe,
Lessing and HSlderlin are hardly mentlioned eny more.Cn the other hand,
one Dietrich Eckhart comes in for a great deal of pralse.lie was one
of Hitler's "0ld Feithfuls".Unfortunstely he wus unable to witness
the meteoric rise of his cronies.le died as the result of dissipation.
The Fiihrer,however,wes quick to show his gratitude.ickhart was elevated
to the rank of a "legend".School children are now ccmpelled to learn
his misereble verses by heart,and streets sre nemed after him.But,
to the Filhrer's regret,there wes no way to coupel thester audliences
to support his boring pleys for eny lenght of time.The "great poet"
of the Third Reich hea remsined utterly unkrown ebreed,and desplte
ell possible ballyhoo hes proved & misereble flop even in Germany.

Bekhert disliked the Jews because he mistakenly thougnht thst they
hed ruined his literasry cereer.He declared:"Jews are absclute materle=
1ists who deny eternity and the spirit."This socunds a bLIit strange
whan 1t 1s remembered thet the Jews gave menkind the Holy Seriptures.
These Scriptur*a,however,eﬁgég:om hely to Eckhert."Chesp filth,to be
torn to pleces,"he ecelled them.His chief work,embodying his "philoso=

phy"and "Weltanschsuung", 1s charmingly entitled "Bolshevism, From

Moses to Lenin," Among the "Jews"he numbered the Cetholic statesman,

Ergberger,and the Germen worker who became first President of the
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Nelmar Republic,BEbert,as well als Lenin."I decide who is a Jew",the
antisemitic Mayor of Vienna,lueger,one of Hitler's forerunners,is
supposed to have sald...

Iike Worst Wesael,Eckhart by no means came from the lower strate
of soclety.It wes his cherscter and his instlet,rather than his oricin
thet consigned him to the unaerworid.hia father,a well known notary,
hed laeft him a considerable fortune.Une of Eckhart's Nezi blographers

- n man by the name of Relch - expluins not without pridetthat young

Pietrich "aspent his fortune in a few years".Leter his fortunes de=
»1ined to such an extent that he was forced to sleep in public asylums
or on benches in the Berlin parks - a fect again recorded by his
biographers with an odd kind of satisfaction,as though this decline,
this dissolute 1life,were in themselves indications of genlus.

He was a typilcal Nezi,this Dietrich Eckhart - an arrogant fellow
without any talent,a brutsl neurasthenic,a miserable blend of jeiwes
Bohemian and mercenary.kss Withal he was afflicted with physical
cowgrdice,ns testified to by numerous uncomplimentary snecdotes ebout
his "political cereer".Rosenberg,the officiel "theoretician“of the

Third Reich end the celebrated author of the confused "lyth of the

Pwentieth Century",hes this to ssy of Dietrich Kekhart:" iny sustained

equilibrum of sffeirs brought him to the verge of despeir,which
menifested itself in violent outbursts.le resorted to drink,or to

another vice,ir order to resolve his unbearable inner tension,”

To put it plainly,Eckhart was a dope filend,end when deprived of
the drug he drank.The tendency to indulge in intoxicating drugs is
remerksbly widespread in Nezil circles.uwnen Flying Offlcer lermann
Goring lived in Sweden after the war,he occosionally created an emba=
rassing publiec nuissnce by setting up loud scresms on the street.

He raged becsuse he could not endure life without Morphine injections,
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Leter he underwent a number of different treatments,which must have
been successful,or our glamourous "Narshall"could herdly look so large
and jovial.,Thus one old friend of the Filhrer at least hers been "redee=
med",..Dietrich Eckhart,on the other hand,did away with himself,though
in his case there was little of vealue to destroy. =
sesh plmp,a pald stoolpigeon and sgbotenr,end a mediocre dope-flend

- what an imposing "mythieal trinity"they mekeiThe weird cult leader,
court maglician and prophet whom the Nazis kept for a while - though
they rubbed him out as they did so many others of the fulthful when
the time ceme - fits well into this company.The true name of this
eccentric personslity who cslled himself Henussen,wss Stelnschnelder,
He was o Jew,by the way,his beptismal ceremony not taking place until
1932,That did not keep Hitler from shaking hends with him;nor did it
keep the police commissioner of Berlin,Count Helldorf,from taking a
very lively interest in the"non-ﬁryan“prnphet.Tha Nazl Count was not

only an intimste friend of the notorious charletan;he took Henussen's

money - a whole lot of it - ,his own fortune have gone for drink.Further

details snent the pleasures which Henussen provided for the Count are
of a neture too grosa to be set down here.Hemussen owned g besutiful
yacht on board of which he arranged the most extravagent pertles for
his sristocretic protector.There were then ss yet no Concentretion
Camps where the gey Count might have vented hle sadistic impulses,The
youngsters whom the "prophet"introduced to Herr von Helldorf fared
somewhat better thet the victims of the Gestapo.They at lesst were
paid to be beaten....

Count Helldorf proclaimed Hanussen's importence to the Nezi Party =
in its "struggle against intellect,and ss the embodiment of magleal
and super-rational forces",Gdbbels grew jealous;the newcomer wes
muscling in on his own domain,The Propaganda Minister attackqéﬁ Henussen

publicly on account of his Jewish origin;but Hitler himself intervened
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to protect the prophet.It wes the climex of Hanussen's grotseque
career.

His rise tc the top of the heap hed not been easy.le had aag;aﬂ
out as & ham actor and impostor.In Constentinople he impersonated the
opera singer Titte Ruffo,and filled en engagement with a " Leher operet=
ta"which he himself had written.This st least indlcates a spark of
imagination - a quality of which he wes to glive further evidence
during the War.It was then that he begesn to interest himself in
magic.For 2 long time he was sstisfied with relatively primitive
tricks,.His greet success ss 8 "mind-reader”in the music halls of
Burope dates from the Ftar 1g27.

As he became more pretentious he started to prophesy politicel
events.In the beginning he declsred that Heinrlch Briining,at the time
Chancellor of the Reich,was the "coming man".It was as late as 1952
that he chenged his mind 1n favour of Adolf Hitler whose lmmlnent
triumph he foretold.lie trusted the victory of the Nazis would gusrantee
nis own greast position.The cunning prophet evidently was ignorunt of
the fate which waa in store for hlmself,

Count Helldorf hsd a specisl interest in Hanussens's disappesrence,
The magician had lent him large sums of money.The gentleman,who re=

of Berka

mained the police commlssioner)up to now,was decided ncl to pay back
nis personal debts...lt was just at thet tlme thut the aslchsteg fire
wes prepared by the Kazi leaders;liielldorf wes emong the ilnitiators of
the fantastic intrigue.ianussen enéﬁyed the full counfidence of the
chiofs.He was almost an official personege.ihen he gave one of hla

well-attended shows in the W Berlin Wintergsrten,the Nezl partfy

nonored him with a special S.A.escort.le had made go much wmoney with

his hokus-pockus that he buillt himself a "Palace of Occultism”.At the

opening ceremonies he seems to have lost his hesd - or perhaps he
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