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The Purction of the liriter in the Present Crisis.

The "function®™ of litersture i8,1n a sonse,very siuilar to the
"function” of 1life 1itself., Fer,creative writing wirrers asnd em=
br:ces the entirety of humsn problems with all their fecets and
irmplécetions - pileticel,religious,moral,aesthetic,psychologicel,
soclal...

fmong &ll human endeavours and accomplishments litersture is the
moat comprehensive one = revealing,not only certein espects

of our metaphysic or earthly plight (es do music,arcﬁigecfure or
peinting) ,but the whole scope of our impulses and needs,our
contredictions,hopes, triuvmphs end mistakes.

llowever, literature - being comparatively independent from the heavy
rules of material life - 1s not (ecugkicmet should not be) restricted
to gortrnxing the viciesitudes of the human drama -~ but ought to
influence the course snd tempo of developments. ~ The stimulating,
clarifying,gurii%igg effect of litersture. (Besie error of the
"naturalists” = to present life "es it really 1s":; withount criti=
clzing,intensifying,transforming itess)

Literature - not only a mirror: also a weapon.
Cen be used for good or evil purnoses.

Litereture has been instrumental in bringing esbout present world
crisis (= present confusion of all woral velues and standsrds,)

~ The Kevolution of Nihilism ~ :intrinsicelly prepared by the
mesters of bthe 1iX the ventury. Hot deliberstely,though -~ as

French philosophers of enlightment prepared French Hevolutlon -3
unwittingly (in most cases,) - "Revolution of Nihilism" contains
in an ugly pell-mell distorted fru:.ments of Machlevell,liarx,
Nietzsche, isgner,the Germen rouenticists, the Jesults, ild W_¢ est
stories,etc.
The European genius, from Rousseau to lietzsche,attacking,undermining,
"debunking” the traditional scheme of ethics (social end religious
obligations) - without creating & valid pattern of new morality.
Hence the terrifying abysa - the moral chaos our generation was
confronted with, - Worship of brutel force - as an (almost inevi=
table)consequence of woral disorientetlon, lLineteenth Cent, masters
had been too successful in destroying ovsolete idols but feiled
to give us new code of lewsa.

Yesk of litersture 1n the preaent erisis: to re-establish the

intellectual and morsl balamee equilibrlium that was has been lost

through the spiritual adventures of an excessive individuslism,.
(Denger herein involved: to become reactionary by golng
beck - behind the stendarde of Voltaire and Roussesu, The
task we have to solve - or whose ultimate solutlon we must
try to prepsre « 3 : to shepe & new scheme of Inbaedidweabued "¢
velues smmiemowedbbbeos,which is strict and dynamic enough to
check the tendency toward snerchism - so frequent nowwdays - ,
and yet does not sacrifice Gise what was hes been crestive and
progressive in the period of liberalism,.)

This might sound rether vesgue and general. However, luusddate there
are direct implications as to present crisis.




Under present conditions - no writer csn,or should,remein sloof,

" [vory Tower" = not only immoral but infessible. (Absolute detachment
tentsmounts, in most ceses,to acquiescence in enti-cultural,anti-
progressive totalitarianism...)

The peramount question:

¥het cen the writer do tc influence developments?
"Not the poets but the pilots will declde outcome... Not the books
but the guns..." (Trivisl arpurentation,)

Obvicus nonsense - even from s strictly militery polint of view.
(The problem of the eivil morele = now more imperative then
in any former war.., Itely's disszeter - Srltailn's reaslstances
both due to civil morale - respec.to the existence or te the
lack of 1t¢¢l:’

Brings us to problem
ert and propagendes

lany forms of propegendistie effect.
Direct approach;
indireet epproach.
Journalist and poet - es the two extreme types.
Sometimes mixed in one individuel - sometimes even withln one
single lliterary work. 2 , »
ol ' 4

The complexity of the task:s
tTo keep velues allve; (purely conservative function,)
to prepare "new order" - anticipating coming problems...
(revolntionery function.)
to clarify lssues et stake;
etce.

Conclusions

The writer,most obviously depending on socisl end morel conditions

- :much more so then a dentist or an opera singer. Therefore,vitally
intereated in the outecome of present struggle. ¢
Also,he 1s in & position to historicel process - inot only es n
victim but elso ectively. (Less directly then & pllot,to De sure -
but,perhsps,not less decisively.s.)

#wy Zvery writerwho deserves thls deslgnrtion will find his own
petsonal solution for dilemmas,dengers involved in present situation.
Solution may be es personsl as en author's style. (lic rigid schemes,
or rules,or postulatesces)

Not necesserily direct political spproach,
How ecould litersture lgnore an ordeal which concerns,and mey
trensforme,the fece of civilizetion #md for hundreds of yeere to
come???




