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THE FORTRESS OF EUROPE

We are living through days full of dramstic suspense and decisive
significance. The invesion of Slcily may actually prove }9 ?e Fhe
beginning of Hitler's end, as President Roosevelt has p;t it in his
historiec announcement.

0f eourse, it would be dengerous, indeed, disastrous to indulge in
wishful thinking, just at this cruciel point. The Fortress of Europe
has not fallen as yet. Nazism 1s doomed, but the German E{Eiﬁs ere still
formideble. We must not underrate the resources still at the dispossl
of the enemy, nor should we belittle his desperate will to re&ist as
long as possible,

But if we ought to be fullﬁagnd\clearly aware of the vast dangers

and obstacles s8till confronting us in Europe, we should perceiwe and

appreclate also the encour: ging, indeed, inspiring espects of the

—— R

Europesn picture.
The continent we are to 1invade, or which we are on the point of in=
vading, is by no means a hostlle land thaet has to be conquered, inch
by inch, against the will and againat the interests of its populstions.
Qulite the contrary, the European peoples sre our potential allies.
I daresay "the Buropean peoples" without even excluding Eﬁe Germans,
elthough their case is of course, particularly complex and ambiguous,
But as for the others, they all are on our slde - more or less openly,
more or less actively so. Nazl GCermany has helpless victims and corrupt
agents but she has no friends. The Third Reich 1s utterly 1solated.
Hitler has succeeded in uniting Europe - against Germany. His "New

Order" is one of the most tremendous flops in history.
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I know what I am talking sbout. I know Europe. There is hardly any

Buropean country in which I didn't live, for longer or shorter perilods
of time. I am in a position to tell you, positively and decidedly, that
_no European nation - none of them! - likes to be dominated by Germany.
And that 1s exactly wha;“ﬁitler's "New Order" means: the absolute hege=
mony of the Germantc "master race" ééér Europe and, subseguently, over
the world. A L . otlor

The Germans have never been really popult;fiﬁgﬁinﬁﬁgiﬁgggles of Europe.
This mey sound surprising to many Americans; for in this country there
is, as far as I can see, very little or no instinctive animosity to
the German nation as such. hitler and his 1lk, NaziSm end all 1t stands
for ere loathed andl deapiaed.jpnjhmuﬁiun - naturally they are; but the
Germans, as a people, are 223' Yet, curiously, they are rather disliked
in Itely and Holland, Belgium and Spain, France and Norway, A
Poland and Czechoslovakia. Indeed, not even in those countries where
the German lengnage 1s spoken = like isustria end Switzerland - the
"Reich" enjoys any particular popularity. On the contrary, the gustrlans

- both the sophisticated upper class and the average man in the street |

- :iﬁeys heartily disliked the Prussian type, whom they considered
unpleasantly arrogané and at the ssme time slimhtly ridiculous. and in
switzerlana tha general aversion to German manners and sccents 1s even

,ﬁh9—3w&ﬂa—-wproud—un&—euaﬁéeiaua
:1r qgnreasifh, powerful - neighﬁbur

more obvicus and more deep-rooted.

I..‘ .-
- for 911 her jealously cherished "neutrality" tm _

P ————
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is really a partiean in this War in which only the stars are neutral.
Switzer land, the most "neutral" country of Europe, 1is indeed whole=
heertedly in favour of the Unlited Netions.

Nobody who knows Europe could ever expect - could ever think it
possible that the "New Order" would work, Hitler m-y be able to exter=
g e Grreek, (8 [or-fesian), -—<um—
minate the Poles, the Czech, the DutdE:}EﬁH‘tﬁﬁ'Norwegians, if one gives
R ——
him sufficient time to do so; but he will never mensge to rule them.
Those are proud and independent peoples: they will never yield.

I remember the faces of Norweglian men end women}I saw and admired

when I drove through that beautiful country, from its northern tip

down to Oslo - the intelligent, courageous faces of Norweglan peasants
and sailors, working men and scholars, housewives, school boys, and
soldliers. This 1s not & race that surrenders or makes compromises,

They will know how to get rid of their Quisling, and how to punish him,?
when the day of reckoning comes,

I remember the fine and prosperous cities of the Netherlends - Amster=

dam, Rotterdam, and The Hague, where I found refuge when I escaped from
Germany, in 1953. How the faces of the Dutch citizens besmed when Queen
Wilhelmina or Crown Princess Juliana made a public sppearance! At ;;;;;:
A o, i, PONC SRS

one of the two royal ladies could be seen bicycling along the beach in
one of the Dutch wetering places - Zandvoort or Scheveningen. Then the
children, playinglin the sand, would wave at the motherly monarch.

The same chlldren # half-grown or grown up since = may have been murdered
as hostages by the Nazis, some years afterwerds, or - if they are still
alive - they may be prepared to liberate and%evenge thelr humiliated,

martyred fatherland.
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T ¥now the people of Czechoslovekias: their will for national inde=

- I

iﬁﬁence, progress and liberty is unshakesble: they won't yie%ﬂ; With
obstinste, heroic loyrlty they remain felithful to the c;;BB of their
nation and to their Govermment in Exile. I have the privilege of being
well acquainted with President Benes of Czechoslovakia. There crn be
no doubt that he is one of the m;;;mzntgziiagﬁg: mo;t expeyienced and
most humsane statesmen of our time. Hiﬁ confidence in the liberation and
the fufure of his country is firm and realistic. Only too familiar with
the vieissitudes and diseppointments of political life, the Czech leader
- }asaryk's friend and sucaessof - will never cease to bellieve in,
and to fight for, the ultimate victory of civilizetion and proiress
against barbarism,
Mmlon

%'ngfih a correénondent for Frenuh anﬂ Swisa ﬁipﬂﬂﬂ. I have witneﬁﬁf
2 ’
Spahiah anti-Faciqtsfgﬂﬁ

.-\..l"
fhe fortitude, thg#ﬁaﬁged gxﬂnrance gﬁﬂfha

heir qpir1t3ﬁfigyﬂff;rfﬁi;d&ﬂt13:}

And the Fpench? It i1s absurd to belleve that a majority of them eses
— ——

have ever been in favour of an alliance with Nazi Germany. It was only

a corrupt and decadent cllque that %?lieved in Collaboration, The French
:WN'E A o e e et

netion wes cheated by scoundrels 1ikqﬁLaval and senile reactliontriles

[ S

like Earaha%_?éta{g. ind if PFrence was confused and weary in 1940, she

atgned long since for her errors: with infinite suffering she paid for
her lack of unity and determination. The France that will emerge from

the present calsmity will not be the France of Vichy, maybe not even the

France of slplers, It will be the Frence we used to love and &8 admire =
"la Grande Nation" once agmbksy more: the immortal nation which was for

P st
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centuries the cultural heart and center of the continent.
No doubt, France will pley its vital, indispensable role in = the

rea ljs New Order to be esteblished in Europe, after Hitler's fall. Even

—_—

those whom N=2z1 Germany clsims as her allies now, must reglized ab—bebeem
thet they wlll be better off in a Burope to be organized under the aus=

pices of the United Nationq, rether than in a Nazifled continent. What
boAte i em™ o, el

can Itsly actually hope to profit by a triumph of the German armies?
—_—
Mussolifl's pr@-Germsrn policy has never been bascked by Italian public

opinion. Even those who approved of Il Duce's reckless adventures in

Abyssinie and Spein, don't wan?(ggr;;;;;; their countrtJa stoo.e of

Nazi imperialism. We shall learn more, during the next days and weeks,

about the way in which the Italian people react to the Allied invasion.
QoL QoS emanig =
No doubt, tiaewe=widd=pe-resistance, ~Y¥ow could it be otherwise, with

A

the German arny and the "Gestapo in absolute control of//;ery Italian

city, town, and villaﬁe? The question remains, however, how wviolent and
lasting this resistance is going to be., Will the Italians fight to.the -
last._man for Hitler's bankrupt “New Drder“? Many experts in Itelian

conditions do not deem this likely. Millions of Itrliens might prefer

the defeat of the Itaslian army to a victory of the Germans.

O tact Gélrey:
True, the Hungarians dislike jlme Czech‘ but does that mean that they

ere reliable friends of the Nazis? I don't remember Budapest as & city
L S

where the Germans were particularly popular, And they are even less liked

there now, asccording to recent reports I had from Hungerian friends.

This is also true of countries like Sweden and Finland, both of

N B it
which were relatively pro-German, out of their traditional animosity
Az 1S
to Russia, But the Gi-nna, who may be efficient murderers ere certainly
AJ\--'I'-"I

poor diplomats. It seems that their appalling conduct in Norway and

e

———
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Denmark has definitely chilled the pro=-Germsn feelings of the other

Scandinavian nations.
germany - still powerful snd dynrmic - 1s terribly alone. Do the
cerﬁ;ﬁl;eoﬁle not sense the utter isolation in which they live, thanks
to their chosen Fiihrer? Do they not begin to look through the enormity
of his lies and boasts? Don't they wake up? Don't they repent? Don't
they giv%Juprat last?
But the Germen drame - the abysmal riddle of German psychology is
toq1fyvolved and intricatﬁ_akﬁubject to be discussed here snd now.
»
Suffice it to say that - according to informatlon I have from friends
still in Germany - the German faith im victory is crumbling, Tleesieds
_ng that they think themselves =lready @M the verge:?f:ﬁefeat. It is
senseless to make predictions as to the date on which the Germans

will finally recognize the hopelessness of thelr situation and the

md
wicked madness of the Nazi régime, TheerOphecy I venture to submit

Y

is,/thet this day = the day of ultimate awakening + will bring to the
Germans a feeling of profound and unexpected relieﬁ/f;atner than a

feeling of loss end bitterness. Maybe they don't realize nowg how de=

graded and unhappy they are under Hitler's sinister dictatorship.

g—

But they will Seed understand under what appalling strain they lived

‘g wsba bl At gt
‘B speak'of the‘ﬂerman reaction to Hitler's ilnevitable fall
| é{:hxk = . ff“u‘“uL

}ﬁh of an snecdote that circulates in the Third Reich:

for so many years, once they g8t rid of their tyrant. Q
2

A mother has taught her little girl to end her prsyer every night
with the words, "Thenk God for our grest leader Adolf Hitler." But one
night, the little girl gets pensive and restless, snd rsks her mogher,
"But, Ma, how am I supposed to end my prayer if our great leader dies?"

Wil oveanfom
~?ua the mother says, smilingly: "Then, my child, you just say,'Thank

God.'"

Klaus Mann




THE FORTRESS OF EUROPE

je are living through days full of dremstic suspense and decislve
significeance, The invesion of Slclly may actually prove to be the
beginning of Hitler's end, as Preslident Roosevelt has put 1t in his
historie snncuncement.

Of course, it would be dengerous, indeed, disastrous to indulge in
wigshful thinking, just at this cruciel point. The Fortress of Burope
hes not fallen as yete. Nuzlsm is doomed, but the GCerman armles ere still
formidable, We must not underrate the resources still at the disposal
of the enemy, nor should we belittle his desperate will to re&ist as
long as possible,

But 1f we ouzht to be fully and clearly sware of the vast dan.ers
and o stacles still confronting us in Burope, we should percelivwe and
appraclate also the encour glng, indeed, inspiring espects of the
Europern plcture.

The continent we are to invade, or which we &re on the point of in=
vading, is by no means a hostile land that has to be conquered, inch
by inch, against the will and =gainst the interests of its populstions,
Quite the contrary, the European peoples are our potential allies,

1 deresay "the European peoples" without even excluding the Germans,
although their case 1s of eourse perticularly complex and ambiguous,
But as for the others, they all are on our side -~ more or less openly,
more or less actively so. Nazl Cermany has helpless vietims and corrupt
agents but she hss no friends, The Third Relch is utterly isolated.
Hitler has succeeded in uniting Europe = sgalnst Germany. Hils "New

Order" is one of the most tremendous flops in history.
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I ¥now what I am talking sbout, I know Europe. There 1s herdly any
Buropean country in which I didn't live, for longer or shorter perlods
of time, I am in a position to tell you, positively and decldedly, that
no European nation = none of them! - llkes to be dominated by Germany.
.nd that 1s exactly what Hitler's "New Order" means: the sbsolute hege=
mony of the Germanéc "master race" over Europe and, subsequently, over
the world. il the ofler
The Cermans heve never been really mpummphs of Europe.
This mey sound surprising to many Americans; for in thls country there
is, as far as I can see, very little or no instinctive animosity to
the German nation as such, Hitler and his 1lk, Nazism and all it stands
for are loathed andd desplsed #%ﬂ = naturally they arej; but the
Germans, as a people, are not, ¥Yet, curiously, they are rather disliked
in Itely and Holland, Bel ium s&nd Spain, France and Norway, e
Poland end Czechoslovakia. Indeed, not even in those countrles where
the German language 1s spoken = like rustria and Switzerland - the
"Reich" enjoys any perticular popularity. On the contrary, the pustrilans
- both the sophisticated upper class and the average man In the street
-« slweys heartlily disliked the Prussian type, whom they considered
unpleasantly arroyant and at the serme time sli htly ridiculous. and 1in

Switzerland the .eneral aversion to German manners and accents 1s even

more obvious and more deep-rooteds

5y DALUFS = profoundiy—distrust—thele ag. rmiva, powa,rru.‘.l. ’Jaigbho
'.t‘ho Gm—apnﬁlngf pn.ry of Siﬁzerla.nd ha s mrr cultm-a/nd p
arrfnities to /c’ﬁe Wést mi Lwrn apherlr tha,nriof Germany’ c.u:

"neutrality" W -

a#®l - for sll her jealously cherished
he Saviss Repe~




-
is really a partiean in this War in which only the stars ure neutral.
Switzerland, the most "neutral" country of Europe, 18 lndeed whole=
heertedly in favour of the United N~tions,

Nobody who knows Europe could ever expect « could ever think it
possible that the "New Order" would work. Hitlg n-y be able to exter-

e Goeex, Tl fou 05{#1#({
m!nate the Poles, the Czech, the DuQEE:TEEE_EEe Norwegiana, if one gives
him sufficient time to do soj but he will never muns.e to rule them,
Those are proud and independent peoples: they will never yield,

I remember the fsces of Norweglan men end women I saw and admired
when I drove throush that beautiful country, from its northern tip
down to 0slo = the intelll.ent, courajgeocus faces of Norweglan peasants
and sallors, working men and scholars, housewives, school boys, s«nd
soldiers, This 1ls not & race that surrenders or makes compromises.

They will kmow how to get rid of their Quisling, and how to punish him,
when the day of reckonlng comes,

I remember the fine and prosperous cltlies of the Netherlands = imster=
dam, Rotterdam, =«nd The Hague, where I found refuge when I escaped from
Germany, in 1953, How the faces of the Dutch citizens beamed when Queen
Wilhelmina or Crown Princess Jullana made a publie eppe«rancel At times,
one of the two royal ladies could be seen bicyecling along the beach in
one of the Dutch watering places = Zandvoort or Scheveningen, Then the
children, playlng in the sand, would wave at the motherly monarch.

The same children - half-grown or grown up since = may have been murdered
as hostaces by the Nazls, some years afterwerds, or - if they sare still
alive - they may be prepared to liberate nndtavenge their humiliated,
martyred fatherland, :
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I know the people of Czechoslovakis: their will for national inde-
“ﬁﬂence, progress and liberty is unshakeasble: they won't yleld, with
obstinste, hercie loy-lty they remain feithful to the cause of thelr
netion and to thelr Government in Exile. I have the privilege of belng
well sconainted with President Benes of Czechoslovekla. There ¢-n be
no doubt that he 1s one of the most intelligent, most experlenced and
most humine statesmen of our time, Hls confidence in the liberation and
the future of his country is firm and realistic, Only too familiar with
the viclissitudes and disappointments of political life, the Czech leader

- Masaryk's friend and successor - will never cease to bellieve in,

and to fight for, the ultimate victory of ecivilization and progress

aseinat berbarism,

And the French? It 1s absurd to believe that a majority of them «mae
have ever been in favour of an alllance with Nezl Germasny. It was only
a corrupt and decadent c¢llque that belleved in Collaboration. The French
nation wes cheated by scoundrels like Laval and senile reactionuries
like Marshal Pétain., And if France was confused and weary in 1940, she
atoned long since for her errors; with infinite suffering she paid for
her lack of unity and determination, The France that will emer:e from
the present cealamity will not be the France of Vichy, maybe not even the
Prance of .l lers, It will be the France we used to love and & admire -
"la Grande Nation" once ommimge mores the lmmortal netion which was for




-
centuries the cultural heart and center of the continent,

No doubt, France will play'its vital, indispenseble role in & the
realjy New Order to be established in Europe, after Hitler's fall., Even
those whom Nr2zl Germany c¢le-ims as her asllles now, mist realized at bottom
th-t they wlll be better off in a Europe to be orgunized under the aus=
pleces of the United Nations, rether than in a Nazifled continent, What
can It ly actually hope to profit by a triumph of the German armies?
Mussolifi's prg=~Germ-n policy has never been bescked by Itallan public
opinion, Even those who approved of I].ryge'qﬁfgcklaaa adventures in
ibyssinie and Spein, don't wantﬂi;_ﬁecome@n gstoo.e of
Nazl imperiaslism, We shall learn more, during the next days and weeks,
about the wey in which the Ital}an people rfact to the Allied invasion,
No doubt, Uhepe«Ridibe reaigégéﬁﬁignﬁﬁgrggﬁid it be otherwise, with
the German arny and the "Gestapo" in sbsolute control of every Italian
city, town, and ¥illa,e? The question remains, however, how violent and
lasting thils resistance 1s going to bey Will the Itallans flght to the
last man for Hitlert's banlorupt "HNew Order"? Many experts in Itelian
conditions do not deem this likely. Millions of Itrlisns might prefer
the defeat of the Itealian ermy to a victor__of the Germans,

True, the Hungarlans dislikeJ;;;fczecﬁi ﬁii'dnes that mean that they
ere religble friends of the Nazlis? I don't remember Budapest as & city
where the Cermans were particularly popular, .nd they are even less liked
there now, according to recent reports I had from Hungarien friends,

This is also true of countries like Sweden and Finland, both of
which were relstively pro=Germsn, out of thelr traditional anlimosity
to Russia, But the - S; who mey be efficlent murderers, are certainly

poor diplomatses It seems that thelr eppalling conduet in Norway and
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Denmark has definitely chilled the pro-Germrn feelings of the other
Seandinavian nations,

nermany - still powerful snd dyn:mic - is terribly alone., Do the
cermen people not sense the utter isoletion in which they live, thanks
to their chosen PFihrer? Do they not beiin to look through the enormity
of his lies and boasts? Don't they wake up? Donft they repent? Don't
they give up st last?

But the Germen drame = the abysmal riddle of German psychology 1s
too involved and intricate a subject to be discussed here and now,
Suffice it to say that - gccording to information I have from friends
still in Germany « the German falth im victory is crumbling, Taadesbes
Not that they think themselves «lready @h the verge of defeat, It is
senseless to make predictions as to the date on which the Germans
will finelly recognize the hopelessnesa of thelr situatlion and the
wicked madness of the Nazi régime, Thé‘?;:'tr:o;}hacy I venture to submit
1s, that this day - the day of ultimste awakening = will bring to the
Germans a feeling of profound and unexpected rellef, rather than a
feeling of loss end bitterness. Maybe they don't reallize nowl how de=
graded and unhappy they are under Hitler's sinister dictetorship,.

But they will feel understand under what appalling strain they lived
for so many years, once they got rid of thelr tyrant,

To speak of tﬁ%/\{%\&; reaction to Hitler's inevitable fall, reminds
me of an snecdote that c¢irculates in the Third Relch:

£ mother has taught her little girl to end her pr-yer every night
with the words, "Thenk God for our gre-t leader Adolf Hitler," But one
nicht, the 1little  irl gets pensive and restless, snd rsks her mogher,
"But, Hn, how am I supposed to ond my preyer if our great leader dies?”

\Lﬁap’the mother says, smilingly: »tn, oy chiId\ffirou Just say,'Thank
Gode'"

Klaus Mann
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(Musie, ten bare, vagner sslection)

VOICKS If loday at Camp Crowder, there 1s a young writer and
correspondent who lived in Burepe during the rise of
the Hazls, He saw the spreed of /itleriam in his
native countries and now, as a meuber of the United
tates armed forces, he hopes to retum to Zurope in
time to witnese the downfall of the Nazi leaders, He
is Jergeant Klaus Mang, of the 82Jth Signal iepair

cunpanye His father is the famous author, Thomas Mann,

igbe Nann will tell us "How Hitler Has United the Fortress

of Zurope (;-ﬂ.‘.ﬁ“) Against GCemaany”e Sgt. Mann,




