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K Family Against a Dictatorship

i X
<

The so called totalisarian state wants all of a man for itself. Dictatorship

will not endure competition; neither the influence of the church or the family 1s
adpmitted, Under the dictatorship there is no God but the State. And the state

become God. This jealous God wants to put his hand on the}young}hbove all things;
e d -"___-__,....’-

F
he cares more for children even, than he does for adults.
INA A

When the h&tfﬁﬁEILSOQigllﬂts were not yet in power in Germany, but were

fighting for this power, one of their pronraganﬁa tricks was to affirmj;we will
/'? S, W

the life of the family", they

protect the life of the family. "Marxism j 3
i - LW ﬂf

said{"socialism destrogs the family. We a 'w"g to protect it!l" Undoubtedly

there were mothers, fathers, grandparentg uncles and aunts in Germany,who be-

lieved this.
When the Nazi dictatorship was established in Germanﬁfit developed that
family life did not exactly profit by it. Children are estranged from their

families; the Hitler-Youth, the military organization and variocus other socisties

or unions 1lay claim to them completely. Aside from th&t;EVery member of a

family begins to be afraid of every other member%’.
my gon will denounce me to the Nazis tomorrow g
ghirt from a Jew. The poor mother has P& 3.2 s legdus fears;ané she must
tremble not only before her maid but g PtTe her own daughter. The young
girl for her part is very caref at she says to her brother)for he might tell
e H 1er—Youth’th&t the young lady waé lacking in
national feeTing and then/all decenEﬂ}hinking people would bd;;ctt her and she

onz of his comrades

raralyjbecause they arigll much too much t&kan.pp with their public duties. If,
[¥ e
however, they are together once in a while, they look at each other suspleicusly
: a
and dod not speak much. Who can trust his neighbor. |

/
And this is exacitly the state ofﬁggfaira that the Nazi desired to

establieh. It is thkr their distinct intention,to take away the children from

the parertszgc that these may belong entirely to the totalitarian state, At

firat there was a af;ilar tendency in Soviet Russia; but this is already being

overcome there - at Xax least in theory. The read&t is a paraﬂox,for while the f g
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Nazis sre preticelly destroying family life,the Soviets are beginning

recommends Christmas trees -

situation is not without its grim humour.

Of course,in Germeny those c¢ases ere especlally compliceted,where

£
i

parents belong to different races.lLet us,for example,take a home,

o

=
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where the fasther is of Jewish,the mother of Christlan descent.The
children - for their psrt cslled mongrels,"NMischllnge" -~ are teught,

to regerd thelr father 23 2 third clesss huming being,e parieh,s danger

situstion must be rather melancholy for the father - and s bit con=

for the children. - The Totalltariasn State,however,lignores

8o many horrible,unspeakable things happened in Germany - &nd are

still heppening there,every day - ,that it seems && salmost cynicel

to mentlon any special case.&ll of you know,thest conditions for the

religious or recisl minoritles in the Heich becgihe mese—mrSemeore

iL |

g

rse and worse;j;as & mabtter of fact: just now,they sre becoming
ebsolutly intolerable.The murder of a thirqgrate Germen diplomat in

Paris,Herr vom Raeth,by & helf crazy Polish young Jew,served as =

cheap pretexte to the Nazls for new outbursts of fanatical antispitism

- outbursts,which were,by the wey,not "spontanous"at £1l,but care=

=

fully prepared end organized pénes a 1o

of these un-humen,un-Chrlistisn persecutlons;felthful Csthollics,pious
A0 AL Neew v 8o, (AR S f.<.

Protestants heve to 3nf?er)b§u&%&r;r&?ﬁ%ln Munich,the palace of the
brave and distinguished Cerdinal F e u 1haber - areal martyr

I »t¥y - was destroyed,and the Archbishop of Vienns,
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ir.Innitzer ,whojtried sctually everything to come to good terms
with the Nazis,wes insulted and even injured. - A new “sulcide wave'is
going through Germany;the tragedlies are countless;mgny many q

re destrovedjnot even the very old people are spared.l mucil,_h of

4
seventy,who were sent to Concentration Camps - withcut any actuel regon;

Jjust beceuse th@yrﬁgzﬁJews - ,and who died there,after some horrible
days or weeks...

If I am considering ell these atrocities,sll these horrors,it looks
a lmost shameless to me,to lose too many words ebout my own femlly.But,
this special case of & German family may serve &8 &n example - 3as
0 ne case which is standing for thousends snd thousands of other ceses.
In our family ,there is much mixed blood.Beginning with my

maternael grendfather,I should - were I a good Nazl - have to desplse him

completly, for he 1s of Jewish descent.It 1s questionable,whether I

4

should be allowed even to shake hends

ot

th him.As a8 matter of fact,

I always enjoyed very much being in his company - & thing,which the last
years have made growingly difficult - :for he is & cherming,even an

W
Important old gentleman.His full name is Gehelmrst(Privy Cogcillor)

&
=

Alfred Pringsheim.He 1s regerded &8s one of the most eminent methematicimns

of his time - s quality,which only s few of the lnitiated cen gauge &nd

which remsins a complete mystery to his grendchildren.His collections

=F8

of majolicas and Renelssance cerpets are famous throughsut Europe;even

the Kaiser visited them and presented my grandfather with a decorastion. -
%‘A.Ir & {-w ﬂ{ﬂ-rl -‘k‘l" ' -““"'—‘ “"'01'-"1-’1’( £ T—(}MlLl"-'.;.‘ﬁ.-. -~ R 5 L#h!él'f:af‘\i‘ " ? U‘ly‘ A oy J{HI“L"I
Finally,he 13 & musiclenjhis srrengements of Richard Wagner's operas Pr £%

Neay,.

for the plano were much pleyed in Germsny;besides,he was & personsl
friend of the maestro and of Freu Cosims,and was emong the very first to

Zive money for Bayreuth - the same Bayreuth,which todey is a fortress

of anti-semitism. - So mueh for my grandfather Pringsheim - of whom

there still remfins to say,that he 1s very witty and makes the most deli=
cious champsgne cup. - He 1s B8 years old,today,and could not
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not decide to taxz leave Germany - Munich to be more pr ecise. | He is the only

”

/
of vienfhp must undoubtedly be regarded as the blot on our scutc/;dn. It gives

one of my four grandparents of Jewish blcod and soffrom ths ha;wl point

me all the more pleavure to emphasize the fact,that I am rbitularl roud of
P 4 pa. 7 P

this m2ad find 0ld grandfath: r’and I hapeithﬂ.t the whole }éﬂily will celebrate

his hunc:red, h birthdgy together in Mumich. W /l— __:Lﬂ :

‘Iar—mndmﬁtﬁer for TEr part — and-F-am £4111 gpeaking of ‘my motherts
L

-

— f..'-. Y
family has 8Q% of Jewish blood. / (It. nay seem" 6dd to you that as

socn as we speak of these fantastic rqciai'j:lroblems, I begin to cmemixiz

: /
tmginxz reckon with this sort &\percantaga- but national Socialism has taught
us this absurd-form of "higher math&matics“ which ought really to be reserved

forsstch=avpeciallEt a my‘;rmdfuﬁhed# H;y sisters and brrt.hera and I then,

count as A,yrana‘accordmg tc the newest German laws. This is a fact.,t.hat. is
'H &

indifferent to me jand it strikes me as somewhat baneﬁth By dignity,ev'en to

m=tdmy mention 1t. If I do soc just the same, it is in order to document the
g Ve
fatztz f&ct’ t.hat. I an not‘. speaking against ths Nazi racial t.eachings for reasons

of peraonal resentment. All positions and affic:e;} in Gemny would 'haw- bHan

e —

\
OEEET npen t-c ny SeEhsr siat.ern end brothers and melif we ‘had ‘enly stated our

o

adherehce to thelNazi dictatorship. It would have been not only m}right. but

oy /
svgn my cuby, to mayry a so called Ayran girl. For I am, let ma\u‘u.% t.he
Ve ! O " 4‘ Movkle
// ridiculous word in Ger'uanl, "aufnordungspflicht.ig" That means,] khe natipna.]_.

r

gtate demands of mey that my descendants should ba purerun:,r'rans, than I amg

o In my father's family there is no Jewish blg;d. He is descended froml
-

an old patrician family, fram Lubeck; his nncest.crsl were sea captains ‘or merchants

have never been is a little sThce near Hamhurg/ﬁith W, erooked
houses and a lovely Gothig’ City MI&Lm

| M'
- 'I The family Mann belongg to the oldest inhi;bit&nba of this

free city. It was a éignifiad. proud North German family, perhaps already a little
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over cultivated ., The only écc}'&ﬂ(ﬁtc element in it was,‘t.hat my grandfathfer Mann
Loow Sy g 8 ey ey

brought his bride Bomiﬂ@gl' she was very beaut.1fu1 very musical }aﬂé-h!ﬂ

Y

O ’ Some-exetid-hlveds Probably it is due to this Man grandmama ,that an over -
| L

L= cultivated patrician faimx fanily suddenly kmxziz blos&e:n'ed out. into the

' F
phenomengs of a.rt..,:‘.'{nd that not only in the ecaSe of one of its descendar t.a but. with a

D4 g gral/ '
‘intensity. I mean not omly in the person of my father/l:ut also that.vh-

a

hie brother, Heinrigch-Mann and finally also in the more delicate person of a younger,
¥ a

= e T R . e s
I e e o e i i e T — ————

~ The | prut:lem of mixed races - this procuctl-.re meeting of north andé south -

N | e S R S Y

pied the minds not only of my fat"ﬁr,hut. alao Heinrich Menn for many years.
Th:j\?>1

verfy/ggﬁuﬂﬁ:l sister% who was an actress a.:d d1ied YOUDE s 25

R Sy

——

t 1t., tc be a mobt stimulating problem in t.hsir llves’and all their esarly
works are i‘\N\of it. My father has presented this iuea first of all in his shert

story "Tonio Kroeg‘er“/my uncle in his novel, "Between Racea". In the case of

Hinrich Mann, the southemn,romantic note is stronger, than in that of wy father, The

: /
latter felt himself as belonging rather to the sphera'of Lubeck aristocracy, Whereas
| _'\.{-

Heinrich tended rather to Italy éhd later to Francei. ;ﬂ.mi where?as the novels and
short stories of the young Heinrich‘ﬂﬁnqjﬁlmost o 1fess Shotn acenk ot
Hﬂditma';m, the background of my father's first great novel "Buddenbrooks"

is the old city of Lubeck. This nwel'which is ecounted amcnghz*h_)et u_:cst; I‘m;ular
German books since Goethe's "Werther" f haa the sub- title “Tha [}e‘ay of a Family".
His t.heme then wa.ajmt. I may callw anaration -.a suhject’entirel}' in kFepin

i

with the currat.ts of thought and fashions W of the-pineteenth century.

LThe l'i‘ of mdenbr:‘oks_-influenced by the pessimi"s.,_-t.‘ic philesophy
= ’ %
of Arthur Schopenhauer is as followa;; a family of ancient lineage 1s r \}h‘ing its

"5
end. It brings forth an art.iat.}[as the final form of l:lfe fit can producej the™

' dscadent type. Schopenhauer's philosophy and Wagner's music are both 'the comfnrt lmd

I the most dangerous poison for the last of the Budenbrocks. And in mesedéee-the

'j person of a delicate youth Hanno, who refuses to endure the hardships of life, the
family of Buddenbrooks dies out.

# The family of H&nn/{nmever,-'by no means, died out.. We are six brothers

and siaters.me TEE
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‘turned out to be’if instead of marrying the woman who is fcrt.unatel,g our mother, my
fa‘t.h,\‘er had wed the daughter of an aristocrétic Ham‘bat'g fa.mily, a pure A{;fan To

be quit.e frank, I fear the result nLy,ld-—'n”t. have been a happy one. We-¥ould

o -

probably have been rath.nr"boring bloodless creatures. Natm_-_;-.ﬂ? even as we have

.-—"'

turned out)-we all have our horrible fawlts. But g..;a--ié'é;t we are not so dreadfully
béﬁig. . ./ _r,,—"“f

Ther}-.i_s nothing in my life fog,wﬁich I am more thankful then for the drop of
Jikewish blood we havé-in our vw.t‘.hs. In our case the remarkable phengmennﬁ occurred
that t;lover cultivated: f;?ﬂta regenerated each other by mingling. H‘y
father - of this thpre can be no doubt. elwved a far better instinct fdr racial
matters tHan the Nazi theorists Wm when he t.ook t,o“ﬂi'gxa. woma.uﬁ with whom he has been
lhing'mpﬁtn—fwan&&-{hm— thirty.-yoars-and who-is-our ;Eﬁw/ I wamidz mention
and Iam.p:ngsilze t-his/?’not- at all because I regard the instance ‘of our fa.milyto be so
par;iéui;ri}—important or interebing; but 51mply,becausa it seems to me‘purely from
the blological standpomt..t.o speak at.rikingly against the ;ac;al theories of the
Nazis: According to thesaz',‘.‘theorieslthe 0ld German family of Mann mnmtxheeeskewsc
should have been ruined thréugh the mixture with the partly Jewish family of
Pringsheim. As a matter of Ii‘aht it was this very mixt.ure’ which saved it from
dgcadance.'- and I mean dgcada:hce in the biological sense.

ﬁhe marriage of my .'i‘at.her and mothg is probably the happiestymarriage
b ’ Ve Ty,

I have ever s\?'bﬁ and while marital tragedies of every sort were daily eecurrences in
intellectual Gﬂrrﬁ&n circles, and probably still are - there was never a shadow in the

%
Y,

lives of my parent.a; do not bélieve‘it. is false pride or a miatake'if 1 se.y;=/no
4 ——— -

for:ﬂigner:desiring to see a typlcally German bourgeois cultured home J) could have

‘,./’f:aund ﬂona more typical ,than our My father had built his house in Hunich,cm Isar.

s 1ived there many yea.rs with our mother,and all six of us grew up t.here. S:ln:.:e then ,
- 2L € -t~ . Hida 9™

the lovely house has been stolen by the Nazi and as far as I knnw, an S.A., man'is

!
qu artered in my father's work room - the very roomgwhere "Death in Venice" and "The

Megic Mcuntein" were written - and the car (in which my father so much enjoyed belng

)
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driven about ¥, is at the special disposal of the Brown House.Fi-well—educuted

beurgeets—Gurian Temily: curely there-were manmy 1iKe" Us; but it is my special plnasura

T —

and- prmvilsggrlsniaa and. genhlemun tu-speuk-tu-yuu‘tod&y—or* r TaARITy.
The typical German famlly was never especially interested in politics,-

today I thinksfar too little. Music and the theatre and books were the general sub-
nam /
ject of conversation,ratter than political daily events. During the World War, my

father was a good deal of a Nationalist - quite in contrast to Helnrich Mann ywho was a

radical Pacifiet jand with whom my father was not on good terms durin g this peried.

He turned his ym sympathies toward the young German Republic during the Ebert—Stresemann
epoch and openly declared this new turn in his sympathies - to the furlous wbath of

’( .'.-_---
strictly nationalistic circles, as can easily be imagined. Besides he naver stood

distinctly to ke the Left/ politically. /X
I A German family -: every ofie knows what that is: a little sentimental,

 —

everybody likes, to it together of an eveningfso long as no dictatorship deprives
them of this pleasure., Our father used often to read to ue of an evening#fbeautiful

gtories of Geethe or of Tolstol; or we would play the gramaphone, great pisces out

of the nymphonieé} Beethoven or Brahms or Mahler or else Italian music or Wagner.
A= ;

ole Tanily went to our grandp&pant57thaﬁar1ngshaims4whave~thsre~ﬂppld"Eé

sious éinner and more music .- hﬁsic played a 12&?ii§;£2;ﬁﬂiﬂﬂaiiﬂof our childhood‘
c

onducto
egpecially ‘through the friendship of I!nD‘I.I}‘ parente wit.h ”bpa Me::ﬂ;ﬁ;runa Walter
:\‘_ﬂ't ]t "~:_,_. A o £am

most fraté;nal friendship Flth hiﬂ musically very gifted daufphters.

fbngeheiuﬂhouq--ﬂFﬂh&Eﬁ“ﬂﬂfﬂEﬂ!&'ﬂ!G&IE'a

been an. cfress and famous beauty, read to us Bunday afternocons out
of Dickes s novels; e

s after\the other)those reparkable stories from David Copperfield
to the Tale of Two Citi ~“j \

e
=

Of course,there was averxmgay lifa with the difficulties of school. Then

___"-I--n-:— —
there were the lovely BVeningﬂ in father's workroom and Sundays in the home of our

lyr
grandparents. Finally, there wag the great festivals: Christmas

el ™ WL S i = = =

with a huge tree;from

/

Ak
which the candles beamadiand the praaenta]and sveet 1ahbkuchenland nuts and fruits;




s
Fast.er. where it is the custom to hide colored eggs - and sometimes our mother hid
them so well that they were never found again. The birthdays of the many members of the
.t‘euui.l:,vr celebrated with hot chocolate of an afternoon,and imposing cakes with burning
candles fﬂe grew up,and began to have our own 1nt,ex:eet.a. All eix of v - and I
might mention that there is a great differenée in age between the four™big ones"
and the #E% "twoglittle!'oneszs we began to matu’:-e;wére far more interested in
aesthetic: than in social problems. My sister Erika wanted to become an actress;and my
parents had no objection to that. In an amateur performance of Shakespeare's "As You
Like It" she hdd been charming as ‘Eola,‘a.nd a few years later, she was engaged by Max
Reinhardt at the Deutsches Theatre in Berlin. She has since\than remained faithful to
the stage /although she has been prwdmtic produlcti?a in 1it.er;=_t.ure ag well., I, for

my part, began writing at the age of IS, and at the age of I6 had already written at

eash 20 dramas and novels, which I cannot remember today kthems without. shug
NP —— e

My brot.har Gclo - doetor of hi tory and philosophy - is the most scientific of us, and

ae by pature the mémémdpx most strictly methodical. As & very young manfin =
M\:j b La
Heidelberg, hflr_eady wrote essays on Hegel and Marx ’which were published by the exact-
ing German pe:-t'icdicals. The three youngest of us.— two girls and a boy, the boy is

only If| today 'I'I‘-.;'Ire,'l

Just as definitely

predérstined for musicdl careersf;a we ‘three elder on=s /for various forms of literature.
=8

- , |
The young man - his name}sﬂichaal promises” to become a really good violinist'thile the

two young girls, very earnestly ;;Iay the piano_y/

‘Sti“l'm grew-upé | fa began to work, to accomplish aomathingi and to bhave

a thl%ucceus. We made friends, had our first. love affairs,aa well as our first
disappointments. We travelled and came to know the wcrrldlbut. it was in ?&nnich[in the

beautiful house on the Isarjthat we always came together agein. A persconage like

Mr. Adolf Hitler never sesmed worthy of our serious consideration.  Sometimes for fun,
Wlgaew

we went with friends to his Munich meetings; we laughed smz at his shouting. In our

al
circles, one thought:"after all | t.ha Germans are not bhe cumpletaly unintelligent

people¥ they have had bitter axparipncas with their Kaiser nowgitting around in Holland,

a half comic, half melancboly figure « » »%
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nEver-ilit:alllill had real confidence in itself: we all knew that'but we had no

[LJ
gdequate._cunception of its actual weakness nor t.he terrific activity of its enemies.

It was not until the s195I, 1952, that young people of our stamp began o' get

nervous. We begdn to understand,that there was no occasion to laugh the Nazis, 4

that tkme there were élaqents in the charecter of the German peprle (a strangely
"

mixed chnracber) which reapéﬁﬁqd to the impertinent and uthful propagasnda of these

paople.fﬁffffamily like ours continued our daily tagks,either in a literary, muical

or ‘Shabwxr Ehnatrica.l field. Meanwhils mil Jons”of other Germans let themselves be

persuadddthat the treaty of Versailles shoulc b torn into shreds by force'ana that the

>

Jews wpere the cause of all evil.
ﬂ

era, there was not much left of

a matter of faEh}after the Briand-Stresemann

e Versailles treaty and the reconciliation of

/

republican Germany with Frafce, with Europe, with the whole wori‘ﬂ was well under way.

\-—-

As for the German Jew/¥ 500,000 to 65,000,000 Germens, less than 1%, ?ﬁheir influence

W
has always been iggerated: they held a number of positionslwhlch were mdb@ 1n the

public eyas bpf very few of mujor influence. We must not forget that Walther R&thpnau,

- wWho was

rdered by!,.ha. Nationa}TEts Was the only Jewish stateswan;tbet-bhe.Belch ever,

Heinrich Mann was the first of our family,who wrote against the Nazis
with deep and warning seriousness in gfeat and important magazine articlesqrha

called his country to reason - and reason meant for him,as it did for us all:

!
. ,{ &
damQCracyaanﬁ \reconciliation of Europe. - In the last years befcore Hitler g entering
Ir-l"
into pomer, _my father too exposed himself in a way'that “as ulquniti-niiy dangerous for

his life. Mﬂﬂﬁm if[n, lectura‘called "Deutsche Ansprache”,

P Az #Ac )
r'addrass to u/ﬁermana,(held in I982 ‘in Beruu,,, gave occasion to an encormous

polit1Ca1 demons tratéon against}as well as to another for him . Here he tock his
i

shand again=t Hitler and extreme Nationalism. He advised the oihiaanaytto hkich he
e e e e .

eeuﬂtad—hﬁinmﬁiﬁxo make peace with social democracy; he appealed to the intelligence
of his compatriots, not to be ﬁﬁce fooli;ﬁ'by Nazi propagenda . . . At this timFrI
too gave expression to my

and essays
Ixznxxzakibxs., My sister Erika was literally almost kurdered when at a pacifist

stand against Hitler in a series of speeches

meeting, she recited a poem against war in general and against extreme nationalism.
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[}
As late as January 1935, she dared to open a literary cabaret -/the Peppermill in
.:Jl
Munich which wae characterized by a strong spt{}ic note, d1r=cted against Wazidome At

s.

=
that tlme, through the cunrning arrangements of Mr. Von Papaq_L Hitler was &lready

Reich Cha;;illor in Berlin; in Munich however the atmosphere was slightly different:
liberal f&kex Cathéiicigm gesmed unable to reconcile itself to the Nazis.- The
Peppermill was a sensational success. The Nazis raved and the Mann family was the most
unpopular in all h;aaq circles‘who EWO r; by the Swastika.

{fﬁ When in March I933, the Nazis took over the didtﬁiorship in Germany, it was
not evern a problem for our family:;;d I mean for each mpmaxz separate member of 1t;‘
"Shall we or shall we not emigraé;?" There was no doubt,whatavar-gt was clear as
day,that people of our sort could not bra;tha in & Germanyruled by Hitler and I
literally mean ' Breathe. . . It would be senselass to try to explain the separate
reagonfrthat pade exile a matter of course for us. There are a thousand resasons,

7 H;;;ﬁméruhle reasons. There is nnthinglwhatever;in common between us and the Nazis:
we do not share one of their thoughts or one of their feelings. How could we endure
life in a country where - even if only for a time - they dictated every thought and
every feelinéé' Probably we would have been impekz imprisuned or axacutad!had wa

M f
remained in Germany in I933:but frankly, the main reason Wwp left the cnunt.ry’

was not fear of perSEcution.

s ——

In the spring of I93% my parents happenau to be abroad: my father had just

e = e e T T _—

completed a lscture tour through Europe and was sp*nding his vacation with his if wife
in Arosa, Switzerland. The dayithat the so called Nazi governor established himself in
Bavaria, Erika and I called him up by phone from Munich in Arosa,and gaid to him :

"It is better for you both to stay in Switzerland M"
ﬂ.ﬁdc‘hj Jp-‘-‘m1 LY &Aaa v an aaand Fhy tye 1 a Lol a2l

thuy Tathor answoreq,"IT the house

' cleanc fomv )
r is really being swesebad( it would indeed be better 'famr to remain in Switzerland".

Besides the situation was even more dangerous than Erika and I knew: Our chauffeur ,
shad been
fwhom we had always taken to be a nice enough fellowpmaxz a member of the SA for months w=

or maybe years. He was a spy and reported everything that happened in our house,to

the Bromn House. - I left on the I3 of March I953 for Paris - immediately after the
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telephone conversation With my parents, about the terrible discrder in our villa -
¢ ]
I have never set foot in Svmewm Garmany'since. Erika was in Munich once, a few weeks

later under rather adventurouqéircumstances. She travelled in an extraordinary dress
rr.d

with a pair of huge spectacles on her no!%a. In Munich she hid ip the house of friends

and only entered our house at night and secretfly. The real plrpose of her dangerous

: -
journey was/to rescue the tremendous handwritten manuseriot of "Joseph“’ihe novel‘on
which our father had been working for so many years. She was successful. She found
the manuscript, managed to escape being found by our SA chauffeur Hans who was still

v A
living in our house and bqought the precious papers across the boundary.

| .
£~ 7 The next reunion of the family took place in the south of Franceyin a

littlaélacercalled Senary S.M. whare,by thg_waywa number of other men of letteié lived ,

L |
such as Aldous Huxley and Leon Feuohtwanger. I could not remain long in the couth’
~—1n Amsterdanm
but had to go to Folland. At this time the Querido- Verlag/started its publication of

German books forbidden in the third Reich. This took up the summer and fall of I933.

i
In September, I started editing a literary monthly with the Querido—ﬂerlagigalled

"Die Sammlung" (the collection). The three protectors of the magazine which appeared

-
for two years - up to the autumn of I935 were pll® Andre Gide, Aldous Huxlay and

&
Heinrich iann. T the vey-first-issus,lieinrich Man. MW

againet national EOCldliBm- Uthera‘who wrote for my magazira'wera Emil Ludmi% and
L-oa.'ﬁf’f---J--u‘f Btz T .

Joseph Roth, ed Neumann and Brunesﬁfhnk Huxlev 2

mmd
and Gide, andre Maurois and Erneat ngwa = Heiﬁrich Mann published one great

political artiele aftasr the other; thsse essays awppared in GarnaL and in French both

/

of which languages my uncle maatersiand havé since been collected 1n two. volumesycalled

Ww "DEr™ 'mg (t.‘he eay o~ ?ﬁetmt&gﬂwa/

compl=tely absurd concep My own MEhe was in tha se??nd }ist. as editor of the
g R IV

Sammlung and author of a number of political essaya’an well as a semi-political novel]

I had earned the honor of being officially recognized by tha haals as an anamy. I

\/ Alf‘ D-! _l_._.-ft!r L]‘Lr'..‘._._-. H“{ ‘ll Ty r" ¢ e .‘p"‘.l_ 7
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4 o ™ 3 '| g - ]‘ v r _p " -L'l " i B! -2 &ﬂ-— o PP ‘: .’/
-, L] .




PR g

renrember,that Emil Luclr.ig telegraphed to me upon this occasion "Congratulﬁous for
g
Jjoining the legion of honor of the third Remh"'., My sister Epika appeared on the third

-—_—

list.’for she had'lxot been inact.ive in the interim - quite the cmakemgx contrary. Her
2leD

political cabaret,the Peppermnill had been reopened in Zurich, with greater Euccees

r s |
than it had originally had in Munich &and the Peppermillﬂwhose words - spoken and sung,
were written by Erika and myself, enjoyed real tfiumphs in Amsterdam and Pragus,

Zurich and the Hegue, in Basle and Brussels. The Peppermill was performed more than a

_— -

thousand timesjbetween the yfears 1933 to 1955.

At that time /Erika married the English lyrieal poet‘. Wyston Auden, a.nd BO

o

became a British gsubject. I travelled about with a B&u’aﬂeh special p&esporb which the

government in the Hague very genarously'puh at oy dispoaal.ﬁaiﬂrich Mann took an

i
b

apartment. in Nice, in the south of France,and travelly on some French document. /

There «llg was one t.hingjthat the German governwent did not dare to do for a

e fp &

certain period ranr‘ that was ‘t.o take his citizenship from my fathor. His German
o P Cha SP—

passport had e:n.ni ‘ed in 1933 and no f]urei-gaﬁ consulate would extend it for him.

They hoped | to force him, to return to Gar:mnyjby refusing him his passport. He settled
pear Zurich in Switzerland and was given Swiss papers. Hls position at that time was
rather remarkable. Fearing public opinion eu$cide of Germany, the Nazis had not yet
officially forbidden his works in Germany - Just the sa.meli!_ras far back as 1923 to 1935‘;’.

it was a damex dangerocus thing to do, to ask for a bock by Thomas M&nnrand his last

of

novel was igno’rad by the press. For his part, he was desirous of not losing his contact
with his German public - and he still had a large public within Germany. That is why /
during the first years of th.‘fiﬁbler regime, he avoided public daclarationsfwhich might
heve angered ';hsflazis toco much. He maintained absclute silence. Every one, whether in
Garmany or elsehhere in the mrizx 'ru‘orld‘, who was interested in him, knew his opinion on

the German dictatorship. His fortune, his house in Germany had already been stolen

d‘i'behwe—ﬁhtév"cﬂled'mm_ conf'iécated')/ The Nazi press insulted him like

e

any other exile,but he continued to remain snpntl"_ .

F R I

bat rhis state of affafrs could not last. The crash had to come. The immediate cause

a'

for the crash were polemics, half literary and half politeal in ::ut.ura, carried on




-

e ————

between the biggest Swiss newspsper &nd 8 periodical,published by Ger=
men emigrants in Peris.And in this connection,he publicly declared,
what he had been feeling for years:that no reconcilistion,nc unc
standing could ever Dbe nossible between him and the Nazls. - Thomes
Yann was declared not to be & German citizen,end all his works were

I ) ] G Faw fall of 1956 =
forbidden in Germany.A Ifew :

it le

niversity of B onn

ha t
3 ©

the

of Honorgry Doctor,which he
from him.My father's snswer to the Dean of the German university,which
appeared in the form of a pamphlet,made a mweat politicel sensstion.
In Germany 1itself,the slim booklet becasme z sort of bible for the
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everything homele
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treatening just certailn PECQijC?PL#ln political or religious

| e o, J T« - Y
doctrines.hey are,and lways will remain,the desdly enemies of

our whole civilation.They pretend to be

—ee — —

1n g country.But if wvou say "Bolshevism", you
e Ml = ST ey . e e ol e Y BT - i ¥ de e 4 avact v whiot
destruetion of our entire clvilisation.And this is exXsactly riat

T 2 = 2 e - A a - = M I 4=} =
The Democracies have to understand,that the best ally they

have fis the German Opposlition sgesinst Hitler - the oppodition
r—— et e S R s S S B R Y
in Exile,This opposition doesn't went war =

during the mobilissgtion-day

to reallize,that Hitler,in the long run,

means w

m
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et home or in exlile - feel and think as we do.

The collapse of the present regime m « 8 t come.lMsy the
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Nehmen wWir ainmal an, in plrnell nause ist der Vater von J--...'L.‘EL-.'L:'{',

die Mutter sber von christlicher Abkunft.Dle Kinder - ihrerseits
sogenennte Mischlinge - werden in elnem solchen Felle angzehelten,
den Veter als einen Menschen dritter Klasse,als einen Peria,einen
"Sehidline an der Natlon"zu verachten.Man meg sich vorstellen,

dess eine sclche Situstion filr den Veter melanchollisch und fiir

g

D

die Kinder verwirrend ist.Der totale Steat aber setzt sich iib
Bagetellen dieser Art leicht hinweg.

In unserer Familie - wenn Sie mir denn erlauben,von meiner el
Herkunft zu sprechen - gibt es vielfach gemischtes Blut.Um damit
zu beginnen:Meinen Grossvater miitterlicherseits miisste ich,wenn
ich ein braver Nazl wire,in Grund und Boden verachtenglenn er ist

tiidischer Descendenz.Es ist sehr die Frage ob ich ihm elgentlich
w] = =

iiberhaupt noch die Hand geben darf.In Wahrheit bin ich sehr




I:J_

]

gorne mit ihm zusammen - wozu sich in den letzten Jahren dle Ge
legenheit leider keum noch erglbt - sdenn er ist ein charmenter
und soger bedeutender alter Herr.Sein voller Name 1ist Gehelmrat
Alfred Pringsheim.Er gilt fiir einen der essten vorziiglichsten

Hthematiker seiner Zeit - eine Quelitiét,die nur ein psar hundert

=

ingeweihte zu beurteilen vermdgen und die fiir uns véllig mysterids
bleibt -jer war 4o Jahre lang an der lilinchener Universitdat tatig,
1st ausserdem ein Kunstsemmler von starkem Instinkt - seine Eol=
lektion von Majoliken und Reanneisssance-Teppichen hatte europdi=
schen Rufjder Kaiser besichtigte sie und verlieh meinem Gross=
vater einen Orden - jschliesslich ein liusiker:seine Besrbeltungen
der Opern von Richard Wegner fiir das Klavier wurden in Deutschland
visl gesplelt,und ibrigens war er eln personlicher Freund des
Melsters und der Frau Cosima und gehdrte zu den Allerersten,die
fiir Bayreuth Geld geben =~ fiir das gleiche Bayreuth,welches heute
eine Hochburg des Antisemmitismus ist.So viel iiber meinen Gross=
veter Pringsheim,von dem sich susserdem noch segen lliesse,dass

or sehr witzig ist und eine vorziigliche Chempagner-Bowle zu be=
reiten versteht.Er ist heute 87 Jahre alt und konnte sich nicht
dazu entschliessen,Detischland - gensuer gesagtililinchen - zu ver=
lassen, - Von meinen vier Grosseltern ist er der Eilnzlge,der

rein jiidischen Blutes ist.Insofern muss er wohl,vom Nezi=-Gesichts=
punkt,als der Schandfleck der Femilie gelten.Umso mehr Vergniigen
macht es mir,zu betonen,dass ich ganz besonders stolz auf dissen
prschtigen alten Grossvater bin,dessen hundertsten Geburtstag
hoffentlich die ganze Fsmilie gemeinsem in Miinchen felerlich be=
gehen wird,

Meine Grossmutter ihrerseits - iech spreche noch immer von der Fe=

nilie meiner Mutter - hat etwa 50 Prozent jiidischen Blutes.




(Es meg Ihnen sehr drollig vorkommen,dass ieh,wes dlese phentasti=
schen Rasse-Probleme betrifft,solcher Art in Prozenten rechne;
aber zu dieser absurden Form der "hdheren Mathematik" - dile elgent=
lich einem Spezialisten wie meinem Groassveter vorbehslten sein
sollte - het uns der Nationalsoziellsmus erzOgen,.) = lieine Ge=
sehwister und ich,wir wiirden also,nach neuen deutschen Gesetzen,
als "Arier"gelten.Das ist zwar ein gleichgiiltiges Fectum,und es
arscheint mir sogar etwas unter melner Wiirde, es auszusprechen,

Ich tue es sber doch,um zu betonen,dess ich nicht aus persdnlichem
Resasentiment gegen die Rassen-Lehren der Nezis spreche.Melinen
Geschwistern und mir wiren in Deutschland alle Stellungen offen=
gewesen,wenn wir uns nur zur Nezi-Diktetur bekennt hitten.Ich
hitte soper dée—pfrtoht nicht nur des Recht,sondern soger die
Pflicht gehabt,meinerseits ein sogenanntes "arisches"Midchen zu
heiraten.Denn ich bin - lassen Sie mich des licherliche Wort auf
deutsch gebrauchen = " gufnordungspflichtig".Das bedeutet; feh=rEve
Der nationale Staat verlangt von mir,dass ich meine Nechkoumen

21 noch reineren Ariern mache,als ich selbst einer bin.

In der Familie meines Vaters gibt es kein jiidisches Blut.Er stammt
aus einer alten Liibeckischen Patrizier-FsmilietSeine Vorfahren
waren Capitine oder Handelsleute der Frelen Hensa-Stadt Liibeck,
(Lilbeck,wo die Meisten von lhnen wehrscheinlich nie gewesen sind,
ist ein kleiner Platz in der Nihe von Hamburg mit engen Gassen,
schiefen Hiusern und einem schinen gotischen Rathaus.BEs war immer
sehr stolz darauf,dess es nicht zu Preussen gehdrte,sondern - wle
Hemburg und Bremen - "peichsunmittelbar'war.) - Dile Familié Mann
gehérte zu den altelngesessenen der Frelen Stadt.fis war elne

wiirdige, stolze und vielleleht schon ein wenig degenerlerte
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Die Femilie Menn asber 1st Kelneawegs ausges torben = wir

sind sechs Geschwister, - Manchmal smiisiert es mich,mlr vorzustellen
was fiir Menschen wir geworden wiren,wenn mein Vater,anstatt der
Freu die gliicklicherweise unsere Mutter 1st,eine Hamburger
Patriziers-Tochter,eine "reine Arierin"geheirstethiitte.Um es

nur offen zu sagensDie Vorstellung ist mir keine recht erfreuliche,
Ich fiirchte,wir wiren recht langweillge,diinnbliitige Dinger ge=
worden.Netiirlich heben wir auch so,wie wir tatsdchlich ausgefellan
sind,unsere garstigen Fehler.Nur so entsetzlich langwellig sind

wir nicht...

Fiir niehts in meinem Leben bin ich dankberer,sls fiir den Tropfen
jiidischen Blutes,den wir in den Adern heben.Es ergeb sich in unsrem
Fall das merkwiidrige Phinomen,dass zwel recht iiberziichtete,recht
reife Femilien sich regenerierten,indem sie sich vermischten.

Mein Veter - es kann gar keine Frage sein - bewies einen sehr

viel besseren Instinkt fiir Resse-Dinge,als alle Nazl-Theoretiker,
als er sich die Framn nahm, &k mit der er selt iiber 50 Jahren
gliicklich lebt und die unsere Mutter ist. - Ich erwdhne und akzen=
tuiere das - keineswegs well ich den Fall unserer Famille fiir so

besonders wichtig oder 1lnteressent halte;sondern einfach well er
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s gab den Allteg,mit den Sorgen der Schule.Es gsb die schonen
Abende, im Arbeltszimmer des Vaters,und die Sonntage im Heuse der
Grosseltern,.Schliesslich gab es dle grossen Festei;Weihnachten,mit

dem ¢rossen Christbaum,an dem dile Kerzen strehlten,und den Geschenken
- » | »

LY

den silssen Lebkuchen und Niissen;Ostern,wenn dle bunten Eier ver=
steckt wurden - manchmal vestekcte unsre Mutter sie derartigz gut,
dass sie iberhaupt nie wieder gefunden wurden - ;die Geburtstage
der vielen Femilien-Mitglieder,mit heisser Chokolade am Nechmittag
und einer Torte mit brennenden Kerzen,Wir wachsen heran,wir be=
gannen,u: sre elgenen Interessen zu haben,Wir alle Sechs - iibrigens
gibt es einen erheblichen Altersunterschied zwischen den vier
"gpossen"und den zwei "Kleinen" - waren,als wir anfingen,reifer zu
werden,mehr in Hsthetische Probleme interessiert,als in sozlale,
Meine Schwester Erika wollte Schauspieler werden,und meine Eltern
fanden nichts degegen einzuwemden,lIn einer Liebhaber=Vorstellung
von Shakespesres "Was Ihr wollt"war sie reizend als Viola gewesenj
wenige Jahre spiter wer sile bel Max Reinhartdt,am Deutschen Theater
zu Berlin engagiert.Sie ist der Biihne seltdem treu geblieben,obwohl
sie such literarisch produktiv ist., - Iech meinerseits fing schon
mit 13 Jshren zu schreiben an und hatte /=38 im Alter von 16
mindestens 25 Dramen und Romene geschrieben,an die ich heute nicht
ohne Entsetzen denke?r:-hein Bruder Golo - Doktor der Historie und
der Philosophie - ist unter uns die am meisten wissenschaftliche,
em strengsten methodische Neatur,Er schrieb schon als sehr junger
Vensch, in Heidelberg,Essays liber Hegel oder fiber Marx,dle von den
enspruchsvollsten deutschen Revuen pzbliziert wurden., - Die drel
jiingeren Geschwlster - zwel Midchen und ein Junge,der heute erst

18 Jahre alt ist - wsren ebenso entschleden fiirs Musikelische
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pridestiniert,wie wir drel Aelteren fiirs hiebs Litererische in
seinen verschiedenen FormensDer junge Menn - sein Name ist Micheel -
verspricht ein wirklich guter Geiger zu werden;dle belden jungen
Midehen splelen sehr efnstheft Klavier,
Man wuchs hersnjman arbeitete.Man fing an etwas zu leisten,eln wenig
Erfolg zu haben,Man schloss Freundschaften,dle ersten Lleben kemen,
auch die ersten Enttiuschungen;man reiste,man lernte die Welt ken=
nenjsber in Miinchen,in dem schdonen Haus en der Issr,fend man sich
immer wieder zusemmen.lit einer Figur wie Herrn Adolf Hitler be=
schidftigte man sich nicht ernstheft.Wir waren menchmsl zum Spass
mit Freunden in seinen Miinchner Versammlungen;wir lachten iiber
sein Geschrei,Immerhin - so dachte man in unseren Kreisen - ,1im™
merhin,die Deutschen sind kein ganz unintellgentes Volk.Mit lhrem
Kaiser haben sie bittere Erfehrungen gemacht,und nun sitzt er als
halb komische helb melancholische Figur in Holland...Dlie Republik
war niemals wirklich populdr und hatte niemals ein echtes Selbst=
vertresuensdas wussten wir.Aber wir hatten doch keinen Begriff
von ihrer Schwiche und von der furchtbaren Aktivitit lhrer Felnde.
Erst in den Jahren 1931, 1932 fingen junge Leute von der Art,wle
wir welche waren,an,nervds zu werden.Wir verstanden,dass durchaus
kein Anlass bestend,iiber die Nazis zu lachenj;dass es 1m Charskter
des deutschen Volkes . einem sehr merkwiirdig gemischten Charekter =
Blemente gibt,die auf die frech liignerische Propaganda dleser Leute
sehr positiv reagierten, = Eine Familie wie die unsre ging lhren
Beschiftigungen nach - Beschiiftigungzen literarischer oder musika=
lischer oder thestralischer Art - ,und inzwischen liessen lilllionen
von anderen Deutschen sich einreden,dass der Vertrag von Versallles

mit Gewalt zerrissen werden miisse und dass dle Juden an asllem
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Schuld selen,In Wehrheit war,im Jahre 1929,nasch der Aera Briland-
tresemann,vom Versailler Vertrag nicht mehr viel {ibrig und die
Versthnung des republikanischen Deutschland mit Frankreich,mit
Europa,mit der Welt war in vollem Gang,und was die deutschen
Juden betraf = 500 ocoo euf 65 Millionen Deutsche! - ,so ist ihr
Einfluss immer iiberschdtzt worden:sie hatten zwer elnige sehr

sichtbare,aber wenig wirklich einflussreiche Stellungen.Man

o

vergesse nilcht,dass Walther Rathenau,der von den Natlionalisten
ermordet worden ist,der einzige jidische Staatsmenn war,den

das Reich Jemals hatte...
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inrich Mann wer der Erste von unserer Femilie,der mit grossem,

wernenden Ernst pgegen dle Nezls schrieb.Er rief in

= =
= el = ] L=

bedeutenden Artikeln seine Nation zur Vernunft - und dle Ver=
nunft,das bedeutete flir ihn,wie fiir uns alletdle Demokretie und
die VersBhnung mit Europs. - In den letzten Jahren vor Hitlers
e

sich auch mein Vater euf eine Art,dle

=1

-

Machtantritt exponier
ohne Fragey Gefahren fiir sein Leben mit sich brechte.In mehreren
erregten Aufsitzen und in einem Vortrag "Deutsche Ansprache,

den er 1932 in Berlin hielt und der Anlass zu ein enormen

politischen Demonstretion g £ e n - und zu einer andern £ U »r
ihn - wurde,nahm er Stellung gegen Hifler und den extremen Na=

e

R d A ey 4wy T A - =& =% r Ty ftion 4 L o
tloanlsimus,.Er riet dem Durgertim, aen er Sicll ZUugenor Lg F'.r‘.h.ﬂ.'u:.’,
E - o 2 - 3 = & -~ 1 - g & = 23 - =S - - e . 2 3l e
mit der Soczila l’-a' amokratie 1lHArell pFrieden Zu macieln;er riel 4ls
P e i " a TP eevpmm—" SEE S .7 =Xy T = o d D%y Yy F
Intellicenz geiner C CHIpDALIT 10U 2Il &Ily, S 18I0 VC n d2r nNaZi=rropazands
- 1 2 - s |
LG CIULEE 8 | 5 A 1{1. - B~ - nw 71— LG Le-k J_:\_ 1iess G dledl  Alelly WL bed
211 ne.d 3 VG DUDLLZLE Il ASWUS Sel'tld g EAIEIL &4 lel Ubel
I ) -] f i - 3 ¥ 2 } 2
L L1 LI L] o b LLLLL 2l 2 & L2l al) L4l o = LiEL oL AL Aad
T1 3 T 1 9 & L - b | ha ] . & = £ o |
mard Ducnsns LLCI ast ers 48 ENl, 818 3ie au X BEE2LILELL~=
4 = * 1 » -
8C peetling ©S1Il LCIIE EegEgl ien Arleg und gegen Gsn NaLlo=
- i £ 4 2 ' - -
aid s 1 L Le., @6 & i o F. i S o8Il AR B e ) e L Sy




I i Ll c € 4 vy A rle = . -
» & e 4 2 | e | ! o
_; M L £ ( f it ’
5 i1 linyin M I J L —
ad :.- L1l ok - L & 1 £ L
! 4 d - 1 =
- . - - - - - w—
| o g Di WL L L P LEIle il Ul = d 1 -

] | L : Ly - aufl 88 Hekeniklreuz scanworell,

Als dann im Mirz 1933 die Nazls die Diketur in Deutschland
beksmen,war es fiir unsere Femilie - und zwer fiir ihre sd tlichen
Mitglieder - gar kein Problem:Sollten wir emigrieren oder nicht?®
Es geb gar keinen Zweifeljes stand vollig fest,dass Leute von
unserer Art in einem von Hitler regierten Deutschland nicht atmen
konnten.Ich meine buchstdblichsnicht 8 t m e n ...S51innlos,sich
suf die einzelnen Griinde einzulassen,die das Exil fiir uns zur Selbst=
verstindlichkeit machten.is sind tausend Griinde,unzihlige Griinde.
Zwischen uns und den Nezis gibt es iiberhsupt nichts gemeinsames:
wir teilen mit ihnen nicht einen Gedenken,nicht ein Gefiihl.Wir
sollten wir es in einem Laende aushalten,wo sie nun - fiir eine
Zeit - jeden Gedanken, jedes Gefiihl diktlerten? - Wehrscheinlich
hitte man uns eingesperrt oder totgeschlegen,wenn wir 1853 in
Deutschland geblieben whren,Aber,eufrichtig gesagtiNicht die Angst
vor diesen Verfolgungen wer der Hesuptgrund,der uns zur Abrelse,
zum Verlasssen des Landes zwang.

Meine Eltern befanden sich im Frifhling 1633 zufdlllg im Ausland:

Mein Vater hatte eine Vortregs-Tournée durch Eurcopa hinter sich

und wer,mit seiner Frau,zur Erholung in Arose,in der Schweiz,

Am Tege,els der sogenannte Nazl-"Statthalter'sich in Bayern etablierte,

riefen Brika und ich ihn sus Miinchen in Aroses sn uns erklirten ihmé
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Es ist besser,Ihr bleibt in der Schweilz,.Hler wird das Haus ge=

x

atébert und alles ist in einer absch

(T
[
(44}

ichen Unordnung."Mein Vater

meinte,wenn das Hsus gesttbert werde,sel es wohl wirklich besser

o
(-

in der Schweilz zu eiben...Uebrigens war die Situstion noch gefihr=

licher,els Erika und ich wussten:sUnser Cheuffeur,den wir Ilmmer fir

[13]

einen netten Kerl gehalten hatten,gehdrte schon seit lionaten oder
Jahren zu den S.A.-Leuten.Er war ein Spitzel und hinterbrachte,was
bei uns geschah,im Braunen Haus., - Ich reiste am 15.Hrz 1855 nach
Paris ab - unmittelbar nach dem Telephongesprdch mit den Eltern
{iber die schreckliche Unordnung in der Villa - und habe Deutsch=
land seltdem nie wleder

;esehen,Erika waer,einige Wochen spiter,

noch einmel in Miinchen - unter recht abenteuerlichen Umstinden,
PRV P T 2V TN 1 At 1 e e M.fli.'-ﬂf

Sie relste . emaes und einer grossen blsuen Brille sauf

der Nase.In lMiinchen versteckte sie siech bel Freunden und betrat

(W

mnser Haus nur nachts und heimlich:;Der eigentliche Sinn ihrer
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Dass es keline Moglichkelt der Versdhnung,der Verstindigzung zwischen
hn und den Nazis gibt oder jemals geben kOnnte,Nun musstie man in
Berlin resrieren.Es kam zur Ausbiir:eruns Th.M.'s und zum Verbot

geiner samtlichen Werke 1n Deutschland.Wenige Wochen spédter - es

inem

E[-

war im Herbst des Jahres 1936 - tellte dle Universitut Bonn
Vater kurz mit,dass er auch des Bhrendoktorats dieses Instituts

"der deutschean
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verlustig sei.Die Antwort meine
Universitidt,die in Form einer Broschiire erschien,machte elne gros=

se politische Sensation.In Deutschland wurde das diinne Heft zu eliner

|-..-||

Art von Bibel der Antifascisten.Unzihlige kamen ins Konzentrations=
lager,weil sie den "Bonner Brief'heimlich iiber die dsutsche Grenze
brachten.Ein neuer Trick soll - wie wir unterrichtet sind - sein,
doss Enhtusiasten den "Brief'im Auslend auswendig lernen,um lihn
dann twedmerEss zu Heuse ihren Freunden mitzutellen.

Im August ist die erste Nummer einer Revue fir Literatur,Phlilophie
und Politik erschienen,deren Nemen "Mess und Wert"ist und els deren
Hersusgeber mein Vater zeichnet.ein Bruder Golo g5 der Philosoph,
gehdrt zu den Mitarbeitern,wie iibrigens euch lch.

+...Die Nazis haben alles dazu getan,un uns heimatlos zu machen.
Andere Linder haben sich unserer Femilie engenommen.Selt einem

halben Jehr sind wir alle,auch Heinrich Mann = mit der Ausnshme
»

Erikas - Biirger der Tschechoslovakel.Wir freuen uns und sind denk=




alle

dieses demokratischen Landes zu sein.Sein

H

ber dafiir,Blirge
grosser Filhrer und Begriinder,Masaryk - dessen Tod unldngst
das demokratische Europa in Treuer versetzte - 1st ein Intellek=

deshalb Intellektuelle

]

tueller gewesen.Vielleicht filhlen sich gered
so wohl in seinem Lande. - Ich hatte den Vorzug,mich eine Stunde
leng mit dem Freunde und Nachfolger Masaryks,dem Pridsidenten
Benesch,zu unterhalten,is kenn gar keine Frage sein,dass er
heute zu den klfigsten, umansten,bedeutendsten Staatsminnern
Buropas gehért,

3 Camik,
Eine zweite Helmat fiir unsere Femilie #Sﬁin?ben den europiéischen
Lindern,in denen wir Gastfreundschaft genlessen,die U.S.A.g8°
worden.Meine Schwester Erika,die in New York lebt,ist in this
country als Schauspielerin und "lecturer"titig.leine Eltern sind
sehon drei Mal im Lauf der letzten Jshre hier gewesen,und mein

Veter hat die Absicht,im Frithling des nichsten Jahres wileder die

IR

1ber verbringe hier einen Tell des

i

Staaten zu bereisen;ich s
Jehres. ...

vees"A Famlly against a Dictetorship" - :Ja,esus elner Familie,

die zunichst an den kulturellen Angelegenhelten sehr viel mehr
interessiert war,als an den politischen,ist beinsh etwas wie eilnse
nolitische Gruppe geworden.Wir hassen das Hitler-Regime,.Wir lieben
Deutschland.So dankber wir auch der Tschechoslovakei oder den
U.S.A.verbunden sein mogen,wir werden niemesls sufh®ren,Deutsche

zu sein,Zu einer bestimmten Nation gehdren,ist ein Schicksal -

und der deutschen enzugehdren,ist ein Schicksal von besonders
komplizierter,nicht immer heiterer Art.Ein solches Schicksel

n

wird nicht dedurch von einem genommen,dass ein "autoritHrer Stasat

U s
einen "susbiirgert”.
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Wir werden nech Deutschlend zuriickkehren,ich welss es,Freilich,
wir werden dann nicht mehr ganz die sein,die wir waren,els wir es
varliessen.Inzwischen haben wir in zu vielen Lindern gelebt und

n.G
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zu viele Erfahrungen gesammelt,Wir sind Weltbiirger geword neu

das iibrigens wollten wir immer sein,und dahin ging unser Ehrgel

=
=

Deutsche Weltbiirger,Die harte Schule der Emigration hat uns viel™

=t

leicht ein wenig dazu erzogen.

=]

Der politische Himmel hingt voll dunkler Wolken - Sie wissen es

alle,meine Damen und Herren,Niemend welss,was in den ndchsten
Monaten geschehen wird.Eines aber wissen wir sicher - und alle
Nachrichten aus der Heimat besthtigen es uns - :Dass der Zustand

in Deutschland auf die Dauer unheltber 1st,Der Zusemmenbruch dieses

Rogimes m u & 8 kommen.M&ge der Gott,sn den ich glaube,es 80

fiigen,dass dieses infernslische Regime im Frieden stiirzt,nicht 1iu

So wie wir empfinden,so denken Tausende,lillionen von Familien -

(sl

reguscen in der Emigration,oder drineen in Deutschland.Der Zeuber,
den Hitler auf unsre Netion geiibt hat,beginnt,nachzulassen.Jeder
welss,dass Hitler,a la longue,bedeutet:Krieg...Wer will den Krieg?
Sicherlich nicht die VOGlker,

Die Angst vorm Kriege,die dle Welt bedriickt,wird erst verschwinden,
wenn der Diktator verschwunden ist.Und erst denn wieder vird elne
snstindige deutsche Femilie in Deutschland leben konnen,ohne sich

fiirchten und ohne sich schimen zu missen.

New York.De rlﬁ YR XL G













i

In my father's fsmily,there 1s n o Jewlsh blood.He 1s descended
from an old patricien family, from Lilbeck;his ancesters were sea
captains or merchants of the free Hansa clty of Lilbeck. = Lifbeck =
where surely the grester part of you have never been = 1s a little
town near Hemburg,with narrow streets,crooked houses end a lovely
Gothiec City Hell,The family of Mann belongs to the oldest 1lnhabl=
tants of this free city,It was & dignifiled,proud,North German fa=
mily - perhaps =lready a little over cultivated.lThe only non=-nordic
element in 1t was,that my grandfather Mann brought his bride home
from Spein.She was very besutiful and very musical.Probably,it 1s
due to this forelgn grandmema,that an over cultivated patrician
family suddenly blossomed out into the phenémenon of art;-iand that
not only in the case of_one_p{f;ts descéﬁdanta,but with aﬂ;pacial
intensity.l mean,not only in the person of my father,but also in
thet of his brother,Heinrich Mann,and finally in the more dellcate
person of a younger,very beautiful sister,who was an ectress and
Fied Youngf ] dé  (

#y mother 1s fmesm partly Jewlsh 62{4’ 1T 1Aa f". «According to the
iazi racial theories,the o0ld Germen famlly of Mann should have
been ruined through the mixture with the pertly Jewlish family of
Pringsheim - which is my mother's mald name,As a matter of fact,
it was this very mixture,which seved it from decadence - and I

meen "decadence"in the blologlcal sense,

The marriage of my father and mother is,probsbly,the happiest mar=

riage I have ever seen.,I do not belleve,it is false pride or a
mistake,if I saysNo foreigner,d:siring to see a typlcelly Germen
bourgeoia cultursd home,could have found one more typical’than
ours. - We are six brothers end sisters.My father had bullt his
house in Munich,on the Isar,He lived there many yasers,with our

mother,end all six of us grew up there.,S8ince then,the lovely house




has been stolen by the Nazl,end,as far as I know,a S.A.man =
wich meanssa soldier of Hitler's brown shirted troups - 1s quartered
in my father's work room = :the very room,where “Death in Venenice"
and "The Megic Moutain"were written - ,and the car,in which my fether
8o much enjoyed being driven about,is st the special disposal of Hitlen
head quarter in Munich, ====
The typical Germen famlly wes never especially interested in politics
'h: today I thinksfar t o 0 1little,Music end the theatre and books

vere the general subjects of conversation,rather then politicel delly

' -
eventsiDuring the World Wer,my father was a good deal of a Nationeslist

- quite in contrast to his brother,Heinrich Menn,who was a radical
pacifist,and with whom my father was not on good terms during this
period.He turned his sympathies towerd the young Germen Republic during
the gbert-Stresemann epoch,end openly declared this new turn in his
sympathies = to the furous rath of the strictly nationelistic circles,
as can easlly be imegined.Besides,he never stood distinctly to the

Left,politicaly.

seeWe six children - my sister Krika,and myself,and the four younger
ones - grew upjwe began to work,to accomplgn something,end to have our
little success,We made friends,had our first love Effairs,aa well

as our first diseppointments.A personage like Mr,Adolf Hitler never
seemend worthy of our serious consideration,Sometimes,for fun,we went,
with friends,to his Munich meetinge; we 1au%é;d et his vulgalr shou=
ting.In our circles,one thought:"After all,the Germans are not e
completely unintelligent people,They had bitter experiences
with thelr Kailser,now sitting eround in Holland,a half comic,hslf mé=
lancholy fhgure,.."

It was neot until the years 19351,1932,that young people of our stamp
began to get nervous.We began to understand,that there was reeslly no
occaslion to laugh at the Nazlsj;that there were elements in the cha=
racter of the Germen people which responded to the impertinent and un=

truthful propegends of these #F people... Q)"




to travel trough the states again.l myself spend a part of every
year here...
A femily,which unsed to be very much more imterested in cultural
matters then in politicel affairs,has turned into something very
1ike a politicel group,We hate the Hitler reglme,We love Germany.
However thenkful we may be to Czechoslovakia or the United States,
we will elways remein Germans,To belong to a given nation,ls a destiny;
to be a German is a destiny of e especially complex and not always
cheerful kind.Such a destiny cannot be ;ltered by the fact,that an
euthoritarian state tekes away one's citicenship,
We shall return to Germany ,I know 1t.True,we
will then no longer be quite the same,as when we left 1t,In the mean=
time,we have lived in too many different countries,snd have gone
through too many experilences,e have become cltizens of the world,
And thet is exsctly,vhat we always desired to bej;that was our embil=
tion:to be citizens of the world,slthough Germans,The difficulties
of our exile will,perhaps,have téﬁght us something toward this end,
The political heavens are covered with dark clouds - you allg
know that,ladies and gentlemen,Nobody knows,what wlll happen it the
course of the next months.But one thing we Ikmow with c&rtainty -
evervthing that we héﬁr from our homelsnd confirms this ~i;conditlons
in Germeny are untenable,The collapse of the present regime m u s t
come,Mey the God - in whom I believe = so direct things,that thie
infernal regime may fell in time of peace,and not by means of war,
ssssP 1l @ 8 8 @ ,do not belleve,that the stery of our femily
is an exceptionlThousends,millions of faumilies - in exile or within
the Reich - feel and think,as we do.The spell,that Hitler cast over
our nation,is beginning to weaken.Everyone knows,thet Hitler,in the

long run,meens war - and who w a n t s wartSurely not the people...
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Yes, the German Reich Tl once more become & od, industridue

reliable sember of the Fauily of Naticns, All decent Geruans w

Lhige. /—'_u. e B e i }Wl
e " The reconciliatblion of Gerwany with the entlre worlid will be
ble only when trese Gerwanps who ar: tuday perseculed by Hiller, - Lhe

German fri-nds of peace, freed.m, and jusiice - will once more be able to 11

in their own country, without fear and without shame.

(O st s e s . e o )




