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"Equality" (Speech)

intisemitésm has done more than sny other crime ever comitted by

the Nezis,to make the Hitler-régime hated and désplsed all over the

Ay

world...As a matter of fact,at certain moments I felt that the Jewish
e ]

was somewhat over-emphesized whenever Naziism was discussed or at=

tecked,l have known moderat libersls whoﬁ?pnarently felt,that the
Hitler-dictatorship reslly wouldﬁnat 5;r;§_ﬁf?jif only it would re=
nounce its antisemitic follies...And I must sdmit that this kind
of talk always wes shocking and alarming to me...For:Naziism is not
bad mer%ﬁ%gcause of its Insane entisémitism;but it Eﬂﬂ antisemitie,
because 1t 1s thouroughly rotten.
O &d-’-am avif
Antisemitism 1s nothing but the most striking - I mey ssy:the most
"picturesque" - symptom of a complex attitude which is abominable
in its entlrety,
The Germans never were gn especielly entisemitic people.The position
of the Jews in Germany eeesss,before Hitler,certainly was better than
it used to be in Zcarist Russla or the Balkan countries.The disgu=
sting antisemitism of the Nazis represents neither a spontaneous
outburst of national feelings,nor is it merely a fixed idea or private
mania of Mr.Hitler. Nazi antisemitism is nothing but the most primi=
tive end most brutal expression of a barbarien hatred and intolerance,
which 1s directed not only against the Jewish race or the Jewish

— e —_—
religion,but slso,and sbove all,against Chrlistisnity and Democracy,
sgainst Truth and Justice - in short:ageinst the basic notions and

velues of our Civilization. When Hitler and his gang kept on shouting:

"The Jews are the cause of all evil!" - what they actually meent

wasa this:The ceuse of all evil 1s the old-fashioned spirlt of

reeson,tclerance,progress,gnﬁ brotherly love. - They%ied out:
MMy

Germany must fight and(ﬁgétrow the Jews! - But thev really meant




“Pu
was this:that Germeny must fight and must destroy the European
traditions in their entirety:the heritage of Hellas,of Christinatity,
of the French Revolution;the heritage of Goethe and Voltelre,Kant
and Marx,Schiller and iousseau...?ﬂér“whtt~*ﬁmaémataaa—in-hnia_uahile.
ie—nothinsotherand-nothing-less than the very-eoneepbion—and-the
fuﬁﬂaamaﬁ_gut“cixilizatio:
A Germen thinker end political leader - who knows by own experiences

‘ n’ta! To ¢ f-".-_'_ oot ok u fro,
sﬁmeﬁning about the geps character of Naziism - has cuiled-il

of/
/The Revolution of Nihilism - which probably is the most striking

formula, found up to now,to describe this most threatening and most
horrible phenomenon..."The Revolution of Nihilism" obviously is not
Nt e g -‘wﬁf“'w

only opposed to certain ideas or convictions; (as a matter of fact

neither ideas nor convicitions passess sny reality to the Nazis...)

e

it is opposed to‘ﬁnrfeun7£ﬂqeéﬁﬂq notion of ecivilization as such.

Naziism is neither revolutionary nor conservative,as it reelly is
nihilistic,in the most profound and frightening sense of this word.

«.s1t represents the stresnge phenomenon of a pessimistic imperialism,

#hile the British have had the smbition of conquering foreign regions
in order to improve Mssdng the conditions of 1life - to improve them
2t home &8s well as over-ses - ,the Germans want to subjugate other

e T e —————
peoples in order to destroy as much as poasible...Ther? don't mind

thet their own standgprd of 1life permanently goes down,whlle they

rule almost half of Eurﬁpg.what they en;ov,above all,is to humiliate
bt Amfvies groph T, meidiookin V&L rsr —
the conguered ones,lto bring it home to them that they ,the Germanilc

conguerers,are the masters.,.The Revolution of Nihilism messsss repres=

ents and brings nothing buf Death. It brings deeth to the Czechs and
the Poles, just as it has prought Death to the best elements of the

Germen nation....Intolergnece means Desth, e&s it wants to ruln and to

v
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T
eliminate everything and everybody that is considered as "foreign® -
as "artfremd",to use the ugly Nezi expression,..Intolerance 1is the
supreme Law of the jungle;bedemamwes without tolerance civilization
must perish...How could civilizetion go on existing if verybody would
be inelined and sllowed to kill or to beat up everybody else,whose
race or nose or opinion he dislikes for scme reason?

The fight for Tolerance is a fight for Civilization.Consequently the

fight against Hitlerism is a fight for Civilization.

thrt— e e

/54¢The aimple feet that Tolersnce nowadays is forced to fight Infolerance
.f : e
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may be seemingly paradoxical but is not actually so.For {+ is obvious

thet the very notion of Tolerance is desngerously threatened,nobody

can deny thet it has to defend i itself, just es every moral or spiritual
a_f

value must defend itself whenever it q'elan rered.

e P P Y TR

e must sdapt our attitude to the new clreumstances,

Can there be such s thing as "militant tolerance"? - If it does not

exist as Vet)we will heve to creste it.For otherwise Tolerance it=
self would be doomed...

The porblem of Tolersnce involves many of the other vital problems
@B we have to face, - Can Democracy defend itself without betreving
its own principles?Can a Paclifist, take sides in a struggle?J
without giving up the basie ideal of pacifism itself?

Thus are just variations of one comprehensive problem - which also

embraces the problem of #e Tolerance in an Intolersnt period...
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Problems and questions of this kind sre most complex and have many
different aspects.lI don't think there 1is any general solution,any
opax perfect snswer.The solution should be practical rather than

theoretical - and the practical solution,in esch different case,de=

pends on many circumstances,many nuances... Wnether the practicsl

of AL )
solution,in each individual case,is gagg or bﬁ@{éépeneﬂ,snmve all,

4=

on the spirit in which it was conceived and accoomplished.

Y b 5 M an “‘"’J"_.J
All this 1is . .';E?ﬂ a question of balance and tact,of common sense

and moral instinct,than it is s problem of dead principles
e T

,Have tolerant people the morsl right or duty to condemn other

f T
people for their opinions and tactics?Yes,indeed - :if those oplimlons
and tactics thresten the national or internationf].kﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂq&‘&kﬁ and

mean an open insult to human dignity and resson.

Peopnle who believe in Tolerance and Democracy - which actually means

P LS|
the semel=- must,under certain circumstances and conditions, cwmm

be prepared to seeer ally themselves with other forces or groups

)
who fight the common enemy - even 1f tnoqa.n+h~r forces and groups
&U‘IM
went into the fight not excusively for moral reesonq and [if their

own attitude is not purely moral. - The cruel truth is that in

polities - and it is the political sphere I am entering
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‘b&&ﬂ§f$he conception of the minor evil jedeir—we—heve—to—meeeri

tainsga certain amount of truth - aslthough it can be dengerously

confusing if misused in a neive or maliclious way...

I want to be as precise and clear as possible,

The present European War is certainly not primarally a moral event.
Yet it may have,or could have,decisive moral consequences,

The British and French Ja-n.emtr‘ﬂ defendiasg the notion nf‘ 'J.Dle*‘arlce,
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but by defending their national independance &nd thelr national
wealth,they actually are fighting in the interest of higher moral
vealues.,Therefore it strikfes me as hypocritical or naivi}if anyone

digcovers,stﬁ now,that the French and British Empires cew owe their
]

existence to nasty imperiglism.I sm for the Allies,not because of
. 1 ——E T P T

their imperislism but in spite of it.I am for tqom,in short,because
ey — yhor & Hgd- N0V
they &dsElsy make an heroic e f for [to smesHH 1tleriqw,t‘ne arch-enemy

of ecivilization,and finally because they proclaim as their peace-
aims a better order 1n Europe.

The victory of the Allies does not gusrantee yet the establishment

of a better end sounder order on the Continent;but there isn't chance

1o Coaust

for any new orderiunless the Allies win.

B

gt adiupfeiiiilon—da=rTHr=grromd;

Tolerant people - as myself happen to be one,by nature,education
fﬁl:

and principle - tolerant people had to peteéﬁe many cruel lessons

and had to go through many hard experineces,before we reellzed that

the Spirit of Tolersnce meh=we is compatgble,under certain eircum=

stances,with the Spirit of Fight - while it is for ever incompatible

with the cowerdly spirit of compromise.

I am longing for the peaceful days to come,when we will be allowed,
once more,to concentrate our forces on the constructive task of
building & better end sounder world - while at this rromen+ we have

PR b P~ G ko), A Mo sou oty
to defend a world that is only comparatively foou{L l e

L

How gratefully we will enjoy a future time,when Tolerance wlill not
have to 1limit itself in order to bprotect itself - but will the
T — #ﬂ#

natural basis and ruling feeling of social and individual life...
The other day,Il heard little story....German Mother.se..s

"Just sey - Thank God".....
Thags the way we will feel - :not because we hate him so much;
(he as a person is not reslly worthwhile wasting feelings on him...)

But becsuse his mere existance prevents us from devoting our time







