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Edueatlion to Peace

By KLAUS MANN.

-3 The greet philesopher Spinoza has sald that Feace 1a not just the
absenge of war,but a virtue,en achievement,and e way of life which
must be worked for and can only be maintulned by even more work,
reeson,falth,end fortiltude.

This he understood and formilated hundredfof years ago. 1t may have
sounded rather startling to a soclety vhich asccepted and pralsed such
notions es "virtue","fortitude",and "faith" almost exclusively in a
martiel, eedesbeesmanssd 111lltant sense. The art of outwltting,
humiliating,exploiting,killing each other - in short,the much-vaunted
ert of waging end winning wars wes the first accomplishment and pride
of the human animal. All § early é%L;ng of man are sadlstic =
glorifying slaughter and eruelty. The Illus and the Nibelung Sa.s,
the legend of Gilgamesh and the heroic ballads of the klddle ..ces,
fairy tales,tragedies and farces - all of them are overflowlng with
blood end tears., The cries of the wounded,the grosn of agony,the
terrific cletter of weapons resound through the peges of the 0ld
Testament,to the chroniecles of explorers,kings,adventurers and
reformers. Those exceptionel few who did not went to klll for the
sake of their ideal{(or of their career...) had to dile fbr-?i?u
Human history is nothing but a tremendous sccumiletion of martyrdom.
finere—itno—apreosi-ideayno—important—viTtonand CoNC e thet-wae
aoct-pald for,levishivywith.suflferingydertir;oespriry,/ ivery rellious
creed ;nd new social doctrine = each step from the jungle-like
primitiveness of pre-historic ages toward higher forms of clviliza=
tion cost an appalling amount of humen blood. The W Greek concept
of individual liberty and culture,the Roman lew,the establishment

end spread of Christisnity,the foundation and maintensnce of
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/ Moheagedanism,the vast process of discoveries end world-wlde coloni=

zation,the new scientlific views of the Renalssance and the moral
"insurrection of Protestantism,ses-ewirancsweof-gmmeis the Counter-
Reformation and the Inquisition,the finel overcoming of feudelism,

the 1dee of the nationel state,the notions of liberté, uallité, frater=

nité, ,Americe's Independence,Napoleon's premature and tyrsnnic vision
tle albotliom ¢f slavery, -
of & Europe united under his rularshiphyhe promise of a world "asefe
for Democracy",Kerl Marx's appeal to "proleterians of all countrliea"
to uniéé shomapdmes ageinst thelr mutuel enemy, "Capltelism" - all
these tendencies and movements,Utoplan hopes and reallistlec necessitles
had to be fought for,suffered for,dled for, With en adamant obstinacy,
aW desperate blindness man ebided by the exiom that no chenge of
social,religious or political conditions - no inevitseble reform, im=
provement,re-organization could ever be carried out - unless millions
of humen lives were sacrificiled.

Even the staguering developments of modern technique - transforming
the surfece of our globestalmost eliminating the distances between
nations and continents = hardly succeeded at flrst in sheking that
ataevistic,deeply-rooted belief - that brutal force is,and must alwayse
remain, the only pertinent method of csenSlasasbeermhniliismm——"sc.
sgepes: reguleting the co-exlstence of various collectlive bodles with
divergent interests. True,the voices who dared to question that
murderous superstition grew more 4w numerous,and perhaps a little more
influential,during the Nlneteenth Century.
snly e _fez sporadieyinsplred-mindsysueh-a
nitlmeteo-dnevitebllityof -humen-mass-butcher
comparatively peaceful epoch following the terrific ordeal of the

Yet,even 1n the

Nepoleonic wars,those who celled themsolves with passion and convietion
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"pacifists”,were nothing but a powerless minority of enlightened in=
dlviduels. The designation "pacifist” is revealing itself, The very

torm currles dreary overtones of en unrealistic hobby end tiresome

aectérianiam.Jﬁyhia_aup&niﬂishﬁ-.xﬁhhis—abﬂtement**d?éﬁﬁﬁ'sua B t;
that~#he-man—1n_quaaiuon adheres, with a_gartain~ﬁetn@t;; ebqtinacv,
to one of those wellpintanéeu but 8lightly 1udiorous orgenizgations

which try to promote certain dapreﬁx&i%:gieta or longe-forgotten folk-
dances. For the.namey "pacifiat™; Indlcaten thét«ha{e s a"proup of
peculier peopls-who-differ-rrom the bulk-of their fnncT“«mu through
- their-fired-idea-that-wars—are-ammchronTst1e, Hidécus,and unneceasary/
And this was,in fact,the general state of affairs,as recently as (m
1914. The vast majority of men and women all over the world did not
guestion the moral value and political wisdom of wars. They took it
for granted that there will always be wars, just as there will always
be thunderstorms,plagues,unhappy love,slumps on the stockmarket,and

other only=-too-femiliar tribuletions. Wars were accepted as an act

0T (00, Seseandrbonseeier i i s
wyeem 4 fow bold intellectuals = most of them left-wing or rellglous

idealists - came out against the general frenzy of aggressive netlona=
1ism end militeristic slogans. But they were punished,ridiculed and
silenced - ruthlessly and swifly., Public opinion did not tolerate them.
For,it is futile to deny the fact that the First World War was popular,
et least in its eerly stage = in spite of the colossal mass of uglliness
and destruction,boredom,madness,and death it imposed on the harassed
peoples. '

It wes only in the years following 1918 that the reat,decisive
traneformation of that slowly-reacting instrument,the average human
mind,began to shape and to become evident. During the last two decades
people éggrteﬂ to grasp = gradually and reluctently - the utter ab=

surdity and heinous immorality of modern warfare. They realized,at last
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Vthe conditions of Twentleth Century-life - the standards of our

sclence and technique,our hyglenics and philosophy,are, indeed, in=
compatible with the primitlve and brutal concept of martlal herolsm
and such reckless simplifications as the obsol@te ldeas of "eonquest",
"victory", ‘revenge." The conviction“;ained'increnainuiﬁ:&round that
war,at this advanced state of human civilization,igmiluely to destroy
everything - while deciding or improving nothing what so ever.

vse At this point I falter as 1 feel that I have to correct my=
eelf = thet I should have been more precise. For,uy statement - that
"the people" finally Cems=eb gaspﬁ{g the stavistie cheracter and
destructive conqé;ences of warfare in our time - is only partly
true,or rether,it is true only for certsin parts of the world. The
ebsolute disapproval of war became general - but only among the
victors, In France,Great Britain,and the United States (and,of course,
in those small demoeratic countries that had not particlpated in
the hostilities) the enti-war mood was growlng,steadlly and strongly.
in influential organization of French school teachers declared that
they would refuse to teke arms,even 1f thelr homeland were to become
the victim of an unprovoked attack, The same soleun annoucement came
from the studentt at the Oxford University. Labor groups and liberal
intellectuals,clergymen and columnists,college boys and even generals

LoTher
vied with eachiggin emphasizing their fundamental abhorrence of war, ¢

AHH-ﬂdHﬂe#0P—F&ﬁﬂthlhi-‘-lighb'bv'ﬂlgué’ This wes the spirit in

New York and London,in Paris,Weshington,and Geneva,in Cambridge,
England,and in Cambridge,kessachusetts. But in Italy,Japen,fussia,

and Germanysss

)4?1mﬂr1mnnr1nnn-ﬁﬁnr1hwEEIEH'EF3EIFmr‘Tur—tnﬂ'rEvututionaay

ageresiveness of the Soviéta,n&u-gdaptedJnginrﬂmf!rtﬁﬁﬁ'EEEEEe

of Hitler politiea,hag_pr&gtﬁiiigﬂfeen very different from the
— e ——

Wéi‘ﬁaﬁaﬁh natlonelism, L may also nefm?a:mq
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I was # pupll in Cerman schools in the years followling the first
World Wer,and I have known the German universities. The German child=
ren were brought up in the spirit of revenge,hatred,nationalistic
arrogance end reactionary obtdseness, This no guesswork or exe, .eration
but the sad end distastrous truthy ss I have experienced it myself,
The Republic of Welmer falled to encourage or to enforce a thorouph-
going renovatlon of the pedegogical system in Germeny. Among all
mistekes mdde by the democratic Germen governments,this wus,perhaps,
the most fundemental and most fatel ones The well=intentioned policy
of Gustev Stresemann was doomed to fall es the young zZeneration of
the defeated Reich was educated In the splrlt of Ludendorff - by no
mpnnii}n the spirit of Geneve. Small wonder that Hitler and G&bbels

:a:$25é513,0n13 too quickly and too completely,to allure and to con=
fuse,to hypnotize and to enthrall the bulk of Germanic youth.

n the lest analysis,the whole phenomenon of laziism,## Teutonic
aggresslveneas,and so forth,1s & problem of education and for educa=
tors, I don't overlook,when saying thls,the wvust economic,political,
and 1deological 1mplicetions of the tremendous orlsis we ere pas-ing
through. Yet,it is wy bellef thaut the deplorable lack of & reasonably
planned universal system of education 1s one of the deepest reéﬁna
for the present celamity, The discrepanc?’between the pedagogical
eims end methods as,on the one hand,cherlshed in the Democracles,
and,on the other,practised by the Totaliterlans,had, indeed,become
unteneble, The Hlitler Youth, formidebly treined in goose-step,bletent
Antisemitlsm and the voclferous disparagement of Democracy - and
the French boys,urben,scholerly,end falthless = educated by the very
men who had gone g:yrecord with thelr solemn refusel to defend thelr
country = sthese two worlds,seperated from esmslsse one enother by
a moral ebyss,could not exist slde by side,in the long run. The

¢lash had to come = inevitably. Small wonder that the ruffians pwewed
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simdmbe lick the phllosophers...

The implications of so drastic a lesson are obvious enou h for any
one interested in or concerned with peda,ogical matters. lappily,the
fmericen teachers and educetors still are in a position to consider
in the safety of peace what their British colleayues have to think
over under the murderous shower of bombs = the French,under the
humilieting protection of Nezi bayonets, I am sure that any pedagogue
earnestly aware of his vast responsibllity,is confronted now with
more intricete problems,more stagpering slternatlives than ever be=
fore in his cereer, For,they have to realize that not only the
German teachers have made the moat’gz:t;;znlua wisteake as even the
well-meaning ones among them acquiesced in the dlstastrous tendency
of Germen youth toward intolerance end asgressive chauvinism, Un=
deniebly, thoae ras??nﬁible for educatlon in the democrutic countries

also t
heve, feiled 1« if in o different end less shocking way.

A

4je can hardly eredit the professionsl educators for the pleasing
development of youth toward a reasonable and spontsneous pucifismi
It was,indeed,under the relentless pressure of historical events
thet both teachers and puplls arrived at thq:pe natural feellngse and
gelf=evident concluaioé% We must not belittle the elatlng signifi=
cance of this new attitude. The fact that youth (in the Democrncieal}l
hes finally overcome the bloody romanticism of war,may be recognized
by coming generations as the greatest moral end politicel event of
this epoch. But the same posthumous judges mey find that we have
spolled,or at least partly frustrated,the tremendous proumise in=
herent in this development. For we have falled tﬁigivggg new, con=
structive values end ideas to a generation that had abandoned the
hollow slogans end obsolete 1llusions of former periods. It 1s true

that Youth,in its overwhelming majority,is not lmpressed any more by

solemn tweddle and consciously opposed to wicked prejudices. bBut the
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3 Q“?;tion remains}tﬁ they (have found eny new and more real ldeuls,in=
B ¥ /
;gee&-or those which had become stale end rotten.
The tragle example of France 1s apt to prd;égﬁs that an education

epeinst war is not yet an educetion for peace; that "debunking" old

ideels and traditions 1s not tentamount to creating s new faith;that
the renunclation of nationallstic complacency is only the prerequisite
but not yet the eccomplishment of internationel collaboration; that
the supine scepticlam of youth can reach a degree where 1t becomes
sulcidel,

I hope and I belleve that American teaschers and sfmerican youth
will not have to go through the merclless trisl which has transformed
eand awekened the spirit of the British people,young eand old. We are
close enough,right here,to the bresthe-taking spectacle of this

= in fact,our shere in it is vital enough to make us grasp the pe=
degogical impact of this andfrmous experience,

To declare our solliderity with s fighting people - the English -
does not Iimply that we renounce the ideal of pacifism - uhiééfin other
words,the goal of a waler universal Democracy as it wes visuallzed and
pralsed by the greestest Americen poet,Walt Whitman. Nor does 1t mean
that we "epprove" of this war = how could one “approve" of so ghastly
a tribulation? = ,or thet we are inclined to admit that "it had to
be,” It had not to be = if only the Democracies (1including the Republiec
of Weimar) ®ould have shown more imagination ené coureie,more divine=
tion and intelligence. However,with certeln mistakes having been
made - certein oppurtunities having been missed,war became inevitable.
The paramount thing we have to reelize,at the present moment,is that
only if end when the Totaliterians ere dafestedf&heref%ill be & chance

and reelistie possibllity for pesceful reconstruction on & world-wide

gcale,
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!3}/! They enachronistlc catestrophe of this war may turn ocut to be the
qec;sive contribution to the "education to peace" - parsdoxical as
.{hig might sound. For,while the ordesl of 1914/18 has convinced the
youth in certein countrles of the abjectness and ebsurdity of modern
wars,this new horrid collision mey bring 1t home to youth Eygzlyhere

- aven in the now=Totalitarlan countries;if they asre defepted =
that the abhorrence of war 1s not sufficient to gunarantee the maln=
tainence of peace.

To educste ‘young humen beings "to peace" means to tesch them re=
sponsibility,self-respeet,and constructive thinklng; to provide them
with knowledgze of the past and confidence in the futurej;to maeke them
realistic but not scepticels tolerant but determined,ener _etic but
not brutal; to open their eyes for the intrinsic problems &nd postu=
lates,the dengers and infinite prospects inherent in this century of
sweeping transformations; to Kindle 1n thelr heerts the inspiring
feith in the basic tenets of Christisn civilizgtion as it should

Mada i'ZL
amer e from the present turmoil - aa we shouldd’ try to make it,
sducation to peace 1s,1in short,the education to a fully lived,

rich and productive life,




