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GERMANY'S EDUCATION

* x &
By Klenus Mann

j{)u., \/"R.._,‘ .t.?z?r'
A curlous controversy neeembdy developed among German refugees living
1t all begen with a speech

-1

in this country.

aviggdimy Emil Indwig wile delivered awepeeeh 1n Ios ingeles, on the
ocecasion of & Win the War - Win the Peace meeting. The high 1i.hts of

Mr. Indwig's sddress were wired to the New York Times and appeared there

under the heading, Iudwis #sks Fight on "Germen people." Accordling to

this fragmentery report, the well=known blo rapher of Stalin and the
Mediterranesn referred to the German people as "a nation of warriors",
and suggested thut, after Hitler's defeat, & minor army of allied pro=
fessors end pedagogues should be entrusted with the tedious job of
civilizing the Teutons., Without such &n sssistance = Nr. Indwig sald -
the "master race" will never come to its sensess "Religlon, history,
philosophy all teach principles foreign to the Germsn chsracter."

The polemics against this statement = or rather, against the lnade=
quate quotetions aveilsble in New York at the tlme - were opened in the
columns of a German-Jewish weekly, Der Aufbeu {Reconstruotion}. 4 Germen
non-Jewlish refugee of hi_hest intellectual standard end unquestioneble
integrity - Paul Tillich, Professor at the Union Theologicel Sewlnery =
ennounced his indignent disepproval of HEmll Iudwig's views. "a sentence

like, Hitler is Qermeny," wrote the angry professor, "1is taken from the

ersenal of the most preposterous anti-Semitic propsgende - this time
directed, not egainst the Jews, but inst th ruans "
< wa 3uxt§pg§fng Mr, ﬁi@gar g,:
This surprising thesis = Mﬂ enti-Semi=
tism end $ Mr. Indwig's anti-German sttitude - constitutes the gist of
¥re Tillich's arpument, To defeme the Oerman people indiseriminately,

on eccount of one villein, namely idolf Hitler, 1s exasctly as unfair s
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aaeahopbeadgiibed. - according te Mre Tillich - us to hold the crimes of
Jewlsh 1ndividuels egainst the Jewlsh race and religion. The professor
challenged sll his Jewlish friends to come out sgainet ¥r. Ludwig - openly
end sternly; or else he, Mr, Tillich, might find it impossible to con=
tinue hiafight against snti-semitism, In concluding his paper, he peid
homage to those men and women who risk their lives by struggling, within
Germany, for the soul and future of the German nation,

The following issue of Der aufbau carried the unabridged text of

Mr, Ludwig's address in 1ts original German version, Nelther the content
nor the wording of this docwsent justify or explain Nr. Tillich's biNeme
Abewste vrath. Whet Mr, Indwig seid in Los #ngeles 1s perhaps not strik=
ingly origzinal, but it 1s surely not offensive. We are told, once agaln,
that the Germans, a8 a political entity, cherish order rather than
freedom; that they have a penchant for orgenized power in generel and
for military discipline in particulsr; thet the sword is to them the
only valid token of nationel greatness, and other trulsms along thesc
linel Mr. udwig refutes, eloquently end truthfully, the fatuous le,end
gccording to which the Nezl reglme has been iuposed upon the German
people = egeinst thelr will, as 1t were, Dy mesns of lurid intrigues.

In reslity, however, Hitler did not need usurp power in Germany; he
beceme strong through legal elections end was finally called to the
Chencellery by the legel head of the Welmsr Republic, Mershel von
Hindenburg, The Germens knew Hitler's politlcal credo when they helled
him es thelr leader and saviouss by idolizing the Fiihrer they endorsed
the obnoxious philosophy of Mein Kempfs, "For ten yeers," Nre Ludwig

says, "the Germens endure the adventurer, without any cttempt to revelt
in maseses. The heroes in the concentratlion camps sre 1isolated martyrs,
eveee Hitlor isp the logltlmete representetive of the Germen natlion,

He expresses i1ts taste end 1ts morality.”

If tnls formule seems one-slided or exaggersted, the conclusions
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Mry Indwlg drews from 1t are reesonable enocughs "It would be unfair and
stupid,”" he says, "to enslsve so intelllgent and so ingenious a people,
We mst not imitate Hitler's methods efter heving foupght them for years."
Only the culprite = the Nezi chiefteins = should be srrsigned and puni=

shed, As for the Germen people, they should be free to msintein or to

atteineble to the other nations ./
ettein evergthinng“ - everything,

except the right to equality of ermaments, Mre Ludwig is very explicit
in this point, It will not suffice, this time, to dissolve or to reduce
the Geérmen arny, a8 it was stlpulsted in the Versallles Treaty. The
Cermans will slways find devlious weys of dodglng legel restrictions,
unless prevented from doing do by a striet control mechanism, In other
words, the German police forces, the whole apperatus of the executive,
should remein, for & number of yeers, in the hends of the Allled Netions.
kr. Ludwlg wents Germeny to be ruled, temporarlily, by a forelgn .overn=
ment, ™in about the sasme fashlon es E.ypt was ruled, most successfully,
by the English," 3

Curiously, it r; not this Sebeiysseatowt: proposition that annoyed
and grieved Mre Tillich, His anger wrs caused by Mr. Iudwig's much less
controverslal suggestlions es regerds the educetional campaign to be
launched throughout the Relch, o8 soon as the Wer is over, and yet
this pedagogical crusade, as visuslized by Ludwig, is not to be planned
and carried out only by forelgners, He recommends, gquite judlciously,
the establishment of commissions, coneleting of gllied representatives
and cf trustwerthy natives, to investigate the politlcal records of all
German teechers and te supervise their sctivities, The spirit Mr. Indwig
wents to preveil in this educational system can herdly be celled antie-
German, "The portralts of sdolf Hitler, " he suggests, "should be super=
seded, everywhere, by likenesses of Goethe, Where toering peered from
the wall, & Beethoven bust should be pleced," Is that en insult to

the German honor?g
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¥het a delleete, touchy thing is the Germen honorl - a fetlsh, in=
finitely precious snd wvulnersble, to be  uarded with vigllant Jjealousy,
even by refugees, The controversy about Emil Ludwig - of trifling sig=

nificance in itself - 1s indeed reveslingly typlcel. For uany weeks
Der ..ufbau fqaﬁgred atatgﬁﬁ?ys_;rom more or less distin uished German
liberals as :-"egai:gsﬁtrt: futire educetion of the Germen people, Not ell
of them, to be sure, were so filerce and bitter ss seemed professor
Tillich in his initiel atteck - en emotiongl cutburst which he subse=
quently modified end in pert revﬁked. But even those who mey have dls=
approved of certein implicetions in Mr, Tilllch's first plece, seemed
to sgree with him wholeheertedly when he promlsed to cerry on his fight
egeinst the .rowing Germenophobia, "no mgtter 1f it ls propegeted by
Vansittard, Indwigz, Foerater, or the representatives of Hazl-occupled
countries,

Fried{}ch Wilhelm Foerster to whom Mr, Tillich refers - the well=
known pﬁé@ist end former professor of phllosophy at Hunich University -
is the only prominent refugee who sided with Emil Indwig., as for the
others - political journslists, poets, and professors -~ they rejected
unanimously and emphaticelly whaet they celled ?pass defamation of the

Lo Tvan 5; e
Germ=n people" and stated thelr pesdeusd op osltion to ILudwig's educe=

tional scheme,

This consentaneous resction does not come as & surprise to anybody
familier with the moods and tendencles pre?ailing';pri;a politieal and
intellectual wewsgwend lecdera exlled from Germeny. If the Sewss Commu=
nists and Sociel Democrets, the Cetholles, liberals, and conservatives,
dissent from esch other in almost every vital issue, there sre at least
two points upon which they egree, «lmost without exceptlioris thst the
Nazlis sre evil, and that the Cermsns sre good. Those expatriated petriots

become very impatient and bllicus when anyone 1ls tactless enough to
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intimate thet, after all, the German people might Dbe responsible, to
a certsin extent, for the cclossal outra,es committed by -~ the Qermen
A TlAsS

people, MHeny a)\e&ﬂmmm anti-lezi fi;?t'f;' in exile clings
desperstely to the 1llusion thut most of the - ‘hack home shere his
own sntipethy sgeinst Hitler., They believe in ell garnest thet millions
of Germens keep acting like the Vendels, only because Lltler " compels"
them to do B80. #4nd don't you dare to remind those wishful thinkers of
the simple fect that Hitler is & Cerman, efter sll, and That he would be
just enother menlec, 1f he did not commend the enthuslestic support of
a great and dynsmlic people.

it hss long become faztuous to pretend that the majority of the
germen nation oppose thelr chosen government - grimly, if by steslth,
Most enti-faszl exiles (including myself, for thet metter) lewwe indulged
in this comforting fallacy, until the course of events teucht us e
ecruel lesson, Every month th:t pessed since September, 1859, refuted
enother dream, The Germens did not turn thelr weapons sgesinst the

_against

Nezi bossess they turned them,the peasants snd worklng men in Poland
end Russie, Norway snd Gzi‘_aeca, France end the Ketherlands, Belgium and
¢ Yuposlevia, They di%aternize with the mertyred peoples of the
invaded countriess they fulfilled Hitler's orders with the hestly
preclsion snassfdsedemey of soulless, monstruous robots. They made
themselves the scourge of a continent, a menace to the world., They
are hated now, from the Norweglen Fiords to the Isle of (rete - more
bitterly, more implacably hited than were even the occupatlion armies
of the Spanish Bupire or the ravenous Huns, What ri._ht do we have to
"oppose® the Germanopioble of the Czech and the Dutehy 1 would be
ashemed to tell the survivors of Lidice (if there ere snyl) that the
Germans ere nlce emou.h chapa,at bottom - Jjust somewhat misgulded by

s hendful of dems ogues. In fact, it would embarrsss, even frighten me

to say enythlng to & men frow Lidice, Warssw, or Rotlerdam: he might
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reco.nize my German origin end mi ht spit at me.
&%k

No doubt, the populations now slaving and bleeding under the Nazi
yoke ebominate the Germans, not only the Germen regime. This 1s not true,
however, of publie opinion in Britaln or in this country. The sober and
cenerous moderation of the /ngle-Saxon powers is apt to counterbelence the
inevitable bitterness of Germany's present victims. To the English-spesakin g
world, this wer 1s waged primarily egalnst the Nazls, not agelinst the
Germans - notwithstanding the complicity of the German people in the Nazl
atrocities.

The Governments Yewh in London and Weshington have repeatedly stres=
gsed their intention to differentiate, after the War, between ordinary
Germens end those responsible for the eriminel poliey of the Third Relch.
It is only some weeks ago that the president ennounced in s formal state=
ment his determination to avold mass reprisels, "The number of persons
eventually found guilty," Mr, Roosevelt sald, "will undoubtedly be small,
compared to the total enemy populsations.”

Dr. Goebbels did not deem it wise to repeat these words to the Ger=
mans, He wants them to believe that they must all stand or all perilsh
together, The club-footed publieity demon ‘l':eepa werning the German’ neiles
that the collapse of the Hitler lylt:;;-‘ 'tfn’ban?dt;nt to their omm end
as & race and @ nation, But what evidence does he offer to prove hls dire
assertions? No responsible spokesman of the United Nations has ever sald
anything .ruesome enough for the purposes of Nazl propegende.

Cherscteristically, Goebbels he§ to have recourse to & rather obscure
cherscter nsmed Theodore N, Keufmen, to convince the Germans that they
are doomed unless they stick to thelr Fiihrer,

Mr, Keufmen is comperetively little known in his Whomeianﬂ, the
United States; but the Germans think he is quite a fellow. His pemphlet
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Germeny Must Perishl (published in Newark, N. Js+) enjoys & remarkable

popularity in the Reich. Mr. Kaufman's baroque menifesto is belng quoted
in o1l Nezl pepers ss the most reve:ling document of .merican policye.

"po you want to know gﬂ; the Yenkeee really feel sbout this wari" Lr.
Goebbels would ask his Germans, and then recite to them the succinct
beginning of kir. Keufman's booklet: "Today's wer is not a war egeinst
idolf Hitler. Nor is it e wer against the Nezis. It is a struggle between
the Germen netion end humenity, This time Germany hes forced a totel war

upon the world, #8 a result, she must e prepared to pey a totel penalty.

germeny rust perish foreverl In fact, not in fancyi"

In fect, not in fancy, the fabulous lirs Keufmen is of course en
irresponsible individuel pleying the enemy's geme « unwittingly, perhaps.
What Dr. Goebbels chooses to call the notoricus Roosevelt-Kaufmen Plan”
is in reslity elther the bloodthirsty caprice of a politicel emateur,
or else a ¢lever menceuvre hatched by Goebbels himself, Be this as 1t may,
the fect remains that the Nezis depend on counterfeit documents, for went
of suthentic material disclosing ﬂd £llied LGEeESE plot egeinst the
Gernsan people,

There is indeed no resson to get Lystericul sbout an ostensible
weve of "anti-Germen hysteria"™ in Britein or the United States. Not that
I shere the apprehension of those who feel that there is not quite enou:h

enimosity to the Nazis; thet the avera.e Americean st1ll 1s too detached

and not yet really aware of the danger confronting him. No doubt

ecquiesce even 1n thet ghestly stimulus, hatred, 1if it proves indispen=
sable to Pi ht end to win the war, But vietory will be infinitely more
valid and .lorious if it can be etteined without hatred. and does not the
British example show us that firmness and neroism are by no means in=

competible with reason and tolerance?
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ﬂawu:gponn&ble and intelligent persorn; in Britain orin this country,

Ty e—

......

ane-precceupted with" tHe Germam m’ﬂm The other dey I received a letter
from London, written by a young men personally unlmown to me. After having

read a book of mine dealing with Germany, he feltl like submitting to me
alout chisnon-aevline

his ldeus penvermines the same jwbwismbe subjoct. He sounds cendld and

char-cteristic enoush when he writess "I have discussed these 1ssues
with friends end acquaintences on innumerable occasions, Those whose
opinions on other mstters I respect seem tc share my difficulties and we
never arrive at anything approsching a positive view or a satisfactory
conclusions The only people who seem to find 1t eesy to be dogmetic are
the stupld end the lazy. And even of these only & very small proportion
are activaeted by eny hetred of the Germen people as a whole, I think any=
one 1iving outside England would be surprised to learn how little hatred
there is in this country for the Germsna, I have lived end worked in
Central london throughout the wer, but when the news of the Cologne
looo-bomber raid came throush in my Office one afternoon ammt, every=
one's first reaction wus quite obviously one of horror at the plcture of
deeth and mutilation conjured up by the brief communiqué, .t the seme
time, of course, we all hoped for more end bigger relds, because we
appreclate the vital part they are playing in our war @ffort, But there
wes no exaltation over suffering, no rejoicing that the citizens of
Cologne were dying as 8o many Londoners had dleds

"You can eall this 'British hypoerisy,' if you like; but I don't
think that is a fair name for it, In my opinion, e practiceble plan which
provides a reasonsble future for the German people, while rendering a
precurrence of thelr aggression impossible, would receive a feir hesring
end even an enthusiestic response from the British people. All that stends
in the way is not hatred but mentr1l laziness in face of the difficulties
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of the problem, end also of course a feelin. of intense wearlness and
distaste for Germany, Germans, snd German ﬁroblemn - g feeling thet they
are an intolerable and dis;usting nulsance which in some unrealised way
must be flnelly sbolished or reduced to impotence."

The last sentence sounds as 1f my unknown correspondent had listened
in when a party of prominent refugees discussed the issue of posi-iar
educetion in Germany. For, of course, the controversy conducted by Der
sufbeu is by no means uniques Similar dlsputes took place in London and
in other capitals where Germsn refugees gather, There is en ominous in=
eclination among Germans of every type end colour to confound the universal
interests of civilization and what they think the "honor" of thelr
country.

1 em not particulerly 3 concerned in Mr. Indwig's suggestions: to

tell the truth, Mr. Ludwi;'s thou_hts and statements have never exclted

me, What strikes me ss slerming i1s, on the contrary, the unduly stirring
offect his Neeemaromls hage hed on & number of cultured, well-meening
Gormens, NS RO sevldedindviy-fop-hievieotmot-patnictiomare  A3N=
aglieer uprl nt dem&%%aeghzaﬁ%ﬁesticnab13 loyal to the Allied aausei-

- ——
But thnir'gauiint desire to see Germeny llcked, does

not prevent them from werning the world ageinst Germanophoblae Whlle

the Teutonic armies make havoe of the European continent, the exlled
opposition worries = in all earnest and in ell nalvitél - whether an
smericen ;vest professor at Berlin University would be an insult to
germen youth, after Hitler's defeut. No wonder, under the circumstinces,
that 1y wakaowir En. lish letter-writer hme noticed among his friends e
"intense weariness and distaste for Germany, Germsns, and German problems,"
The eduecationsal scheme to which Mr. ILudwlg referred - but which, in=
cidentelly, 1s by no means his invention - seems feasible end humane,

The Germens have lived in a state of cultural isolation, for terribly
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meny yeaers. Disconnected from the currents of free civilizatlion, they
heve lost thelr sense of proportion and of reaslity. They need moral and
intellectusl assistence to regain thelr equilibrium. To reject this in=
dispensable help, before it was even offered, mesns to sabote_e, slready
now, the coming reconstruction of Europe,

The Germsns heve to learn, above all, that they ere not the center
of the universe. Thelr conflicts and dilemmaee, however cruclis:l snd intri=
cate, must not continue to vex and puzzle the world. should the Relech be
divided? Should it remsin intect? The very elternative may turn out to
be surprlsingly irrelevent, if and when the ,llled victors succeed in
ereating tgpable ccnditions in Burope and Asla, There are but two things
that fundamentslly matters thet the Allled Natlons defeat Cermsny end
Jupan; and thet they remain sllled netlons, once they have won the Wer.

Co~operating as allles, they ccn bring sbout an international scheme
to which even the restive (ermans may adapt themselves, eventually. But
there can ve no doubt thet German nationalism would exploit, shrewdly and
recklessly, eny virulent or latent dlssggreement that might come up among
the democrucles., That 1s what happened in the decede following Versalllea,.
The Jjealousles between Britain and Prsnce, and the estrangement of both
from the United Stetes, resultet in (Germany's rearmsment and in her pre=
sent eggression. Evidently, the banloupt 11k of Prusslen Junkers and

profit by
industrislists would amplodk, as cynlically as last timefﬂany future
dissension between the United 8tates and Brltain, or between both and
Soviet Ruasla,

The Germen froblem can never be solved as such, In & disorganized,
querrelsome world, the German character will always function es the
effervescent ener.y preclpltating the general explosion, The double-faced
nation of Goethe and Coerlng, Hitler and Hoelderlin, will renounce its
apocalyptic varerlies when universal condltions no longer tend to apoca=
lyptic disasters, Protected and controlled by a sane, stable civilization,




Xle
tha "unbearable nulsance" which 1s Germany, might become civilized
the end - capable once agaln of particlpating in the unendlng effort

of man's self-improvement and self-educatlon,
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