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Two Confessions.,

"The Wave of the Future", A Confession of Faith, by Anne Morrow Lind=
bergh; Harcourt,Brace and Company,New York.
"The Moral Basis of Democracy", by Eleanor Roosevelt;
Howell,Soskin & Co.,New York.
Anne Morrow Lindbergzh has lived in both France and England,as well
as in America. She likes the French,English and smerican way of thinking,
living,speaking,and acting - sin fact,she prefers the 'old world of
Demoecreacy to the"new worldﬁof the totalitarian states. She may be"com=
pletely prejudiced and conditioned by the way of 1life" she has led" -
as she admits with a slightly embarressed frankness. She Just cqn't
help it - that's the way she 1s. A peace~loving woman, full of culture
and common sense. Besldes,she respects,of course,the codes and laws
of Democracy. "They were not perfect,perhaps,but they made possible a
mode of 1life I shall look back to the rest of my days with nostalgia,"
The italics in the last sentence are ours. For we deem it signifi=
cant that Mrs,Lindbergh uses the past tense when praising, "with
nostalgia",the charms and merits of a "dying age." The "dying age'is
the one we are living in = or rather,this problematical age of ours
seems to be partly dylng - partly very much allve,according to the
dexterous interpretation of Anne Morrow Lindbergh. There 1s a doomed
world - "the world in which we were brought up - the good,the Christian,
the democratic,the capitalistic world." - The identification of the
two notions "Christian" and "capitalistic" strikes me as somewhat daring.
As to the gfithet "good",used by Mrs.Lindbergh in connection with
Democracr;étahouid be understood in an ironic sense. She does not think,
really,that those "Have Nations" - as she likes to call the Democracles
in contrast with the totalitarian "Have-not Nations" - are so very
good altogether. Mrs. Lindbarghjig;géggEEivq enough_* despite her
frequent sojourns in Frence and England as well as in America)V to

realize that the "Democracles” = which she punishs consistently with
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a couple of ominous and puzzling quotation-remarks - are talnted by
such ugly sins as "blindneas,aelfishnesa,1rreaponaib111ty,amuﬁgneaa,
lethar:y,and resistance to change." Thé{;izzg;y;hange that should be
sccepted by the Democracles 1s,in Mrs.Lindbergh's opinion,nothing less
than - Fascism. It's not that she admires blindly the European dicta=
tors: on the contrary,she opposes "those barbarisms" from the bottom
of her heart - "even 1f they are on the wave of the future."

It 1s this wave = the wave of the future - lirs.Lindbergh

is most keenly concerned with. She is spellbound by its bolsterous

tune - which sounds exactely like the Horst Wessel Lied... Small wonder:

for Herr Hitler himself,with the dashing swiftness of a well-trained

cowboy,has leapt upon that thundering vehicle = the wave. There he sits

- slightly rocked by the motion of the stormy waters,but proudly erect

and altogether irresistable. Anne Morrow is passionately devoted to

—

pilots,wave-riders and the llike. What a ludicrous attemptl{she feels -
to resist "the inevitable push of progress" (which is Fascism.) The

"Forces OE the Past" (Christian-@apitalistic Democracy) should recog=
q‘f’ Lan
nize,the hopeless plight that is theirs., What are they waiting for? -

asks Mrs.Lindbergh,slightly lrrltated. foe delcha e NG
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of dynamie pep—amd-entpaneing e -ressl ( Surrenderl - this is the

i
.,
only advise % has for the unfortunate countries not yet

ruled by Hitler., KISIAT

Don't resistl... It almost sounds like an order. "There is no fighting

the wave of the future,any more than as a child you could flght
egainst the gigantic roller that loomed up ahead of you suddenly."
She 1s either extremely muddled,or unusually hypocritical. What

makes her book so unpleasant 1s her method of taking constantly back




own _ideaswand-emotions-ere-in-an a
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in the beginning,that she 1s indeed no "specialist in history,economics,
or foreign affairs.” Also,she wants it to De understood that "to write
or to speak 1s almost inevitably to lie a littles" Yoet,it strikes us as
kind of staggering when she assures us,nailvely and positively,that it is
by no mesns "a defeatist acceptance of the inevitable" what she urges =
while she sctually preasches and propagates nothing else. She insists
also thet she does not advocate strict Isolationism,but at the same
time recommends a "solution" thet should be "as American... as a boy's
slang,ss backyard life in small towns,as baseball and blue jeans,”

She turns rhapsodic when describing the peculiar beautles of a typlecally
American October - "which has no resemblance to 1its sister in Europe."
(We suppose,however,that Mrs.lLindbergh found Gﬁtober weather in Florlda
exactely as "purely American" as : ﬂf:in Detroit or Seattle...)=-

Her meteorologicel re{}?ctions lead her to the conclusion that America

A G he . CLvn
should \avold all entanglements with sordid Huropean affairs -while,

on the other hand,adapting herself to the youthful impact of totalitarian
European 1deologles. America ls strong -3not quite strong enough,though,
to resist that notorious wave. Yet,America as Mrs.Lindbergh sees it =
comfortably aloof from the nasty stride in seme-dmee other parts of the
world - is in the pleasant position "to judge the tragedles clearly" -3

in short,to "take a planetary view of the world's troubles." = "4
planetary wew point of view 1s necessary at times," - which is not
surprising to hear from a lady so experienced in agrlalﬁvoyages. She
looks down = looks around - ,and whet he'%séglfiﬁilﬁ%fﬁg€%§ﬂg;nch of
Christisn capitalists,trembling under "the gigantic scepter of folr e ¢

on the other side,a magnificent army of athletic demigods,invincible
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through their "superd equipment® and the "national spirit" incited in
thelr heerts. Curiously enough,what looks like fear = even like the

"glgantic scepter of feardpa}?{o&z} the planetary polnt of view,turns out,
if seen from a lower,more ﬂi-l:?/ang.le,t;o i).ecjhe natural reaction of men
whose lives and possessions, laws and ;&{i& are ?:hreatened. The planetary
view,for ell its obvious advantages,has apparent ly a somewhat distorting
effect upon the privileged eyes of pllots and pamphletists. The same
"dynamism" that seems admirable to Mrs.Lindbergh in the case of the
Totalitarien States,becomes,in her opinion,an alarming symptom of Wiems

hysterias when she discovers its treces in the awakening spirit of Demo=

rcles,
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1 do not dare to decide whether or hot B Anne Morrow Lindbergh is

cwgsgﬁscious]y one or‘&zip "skillful propasendis}s“ w&ahe suspects in
"Pro-Ally’ circles.YI know poaitively,howevsz} that dubious "con=
fession of falth" works actually s a plece of pme=Nazl propaganda.
It is apt to discourage and omialaes bewilder those who are wavering and
uncertain - ; Lo incite and encourage others who are alresdy inclined
to join the side they think winning. It 1s a feeble little book,indeed =
poor in th@hghts,arbitrery in its erguments,embarrassing in its occasio=
nal lyricism - ; jbat,wa mast not underrate the dangerous force of its

impact. For it comes from a woman bearing a popular name and admired by

many for what she has done and written. I imagine some of thcse men and
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women whom I have known in this country,reading Anne Morrow Lindbergh's
1ittle book = 3 club ladies in provinclal towns,college boys,business
men, country dootcia,teachera, They may be impressed by a certaln surface
e legence of Mﬂ style; by that ostensjible ‘gbjectivity“
of her judgementsj. They may enjoy her poeti%c%merning the
month of October,ea boy's slang or our dying eivilization. They do not
1ike Hitler or Stalin or Mussolini, i those men and women I visuallze
passsrisd reading "The Wave of the Future.” But they bezin to belleve
- gradually,withoud realizb?g tha%ﬁ:%vea the change that takes place in
their minds = that,after a can't be so hadiﬁheae—diﬂﬁabo-nga1nce
they ere so successfulj that the Totalitarian philosophy may prove
compatible with the American way of life; that Democracy seems,in fact,
kind of stale and a bit out-dated. The high taxes,the unemployment,
the political bosses = is it worth saving? Let's sy teke a planetary
view, for a chanﬁﬁ...]
O 4o ioeg

What ahﬂhinninauu mess of half-truths and three quarter-lliest -
dlstorticna,simplificationa,misinterpretations...

They ought to read other things.

b

They ought to read, for instance,# what Eleanor Roosevelt has to

say about Tha Moral Basis of Democracy: it sounds certainly more 1in=

spired and at once more realistic than Mrs.Lindbergh's amblguous
confessions. While the first lady of the air adheres to a falth which
"is not seen,but felt; not proved,but belleved; not a program,but a
dream,” = the First Lady of this land has ideass that can be at least
discussed,if not proved. Mrs.Roosevelt,too,is clalraudient for the
muttering noise of coming thunderstorms and realizes that far-reaching
changes of our social m are both inevitable and desirable.
"We are,of course,gzoing through a type of revolution,"™ she says,

soberly and frankly. She does not believe,however,that an endangered
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civilizetion could be or should be saved by abandoning its fundamental
traditions - the Christian heritege and the revolutionary ideals of
liberty and justice. It 1s,indeed,e dynamic Demoecrscy that she wants and
praises - a Democracy "which 1s alive and actively working for the bene=
fit of all individuals,and not just for a few."She is fully aware of the
mistakes and insufficiences inherent to Democrecy in its present formsg.
"So long es we have the number of unemployed or our hands which we have
today,we can be sure that our economic troubles are not over:' Tkwbs
In formulatlions like this her sorrowful concern finds 1ts candid ex=
pression. The remedy,however,is not to be seeked in "phililosophlies and
methods which have appeared in other countries." Those much-vaunted
philosophies and methods turn out to be nothing in themselves but the
virulent manifestation of a moral end economic erlsis - the very corisis,
in fact,that causes the mal-functioning of soclal institutions all over
the world. To save freedom by sacrificing 1t to tyranny = could fatulty
go further? The loss of freedom does not guarantee soeclsl security and
streamlined organization - on the contrary. The loss of freedom means
and guerantees nebhdng misery,boredom and degradation. There 1s nothing
after civilization except the Jjungle. There 1s no adventure after liberty

- only the curse of slavery.

Democrecy ig not to be overcome but to be fulfilled - which it 4o

b een Gt ¥ _nod
never Mno "out-dated" ideology - but still the most daring,
moatbgsyﬁlgtégnary program. - Eleanor Roosevelt 1is perfectly right when
ah:%ﬂﬁﬁrﬁiﬂit most of our difficulties arise today from the fact that
in the rush of material development we have neglected to keep close
enough to the Revolutionary 1dea,guided by religlous feellng,which 1s the
basis of Democracy."

How agreeable sounds her voice -« at once passlonate and resoluteg. )

rérred—bid—ibabde~——)after the shrill and spurious accents of Mrs.Lind=
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bergh's flowery eloquence. The unassuming pathos of Eleanor Roosevelt

1g neither that of a professional philosopher nor that of an ecstatic
reformer, Hers is the sturdy kindness of a very intelligent mother -
the zood seriousness jedewadensiewdiz—orrryyfof a wonmen femiller with
the realitiee of human 1life = the real peins,the real fights,the real
satisfactions, At certain moments she assumes the volce of a teacher =i
not of a pretentious university professor Ase=wse—swmsy, but of a simple
and cordial teacher who knows how to make interestling to the youngsters
even the driest stuff. The look she takes back into the past 1s,in
fact,as lively and reassuring as her reascnable vision of coming things.
The timely relation¢between the early manifestos of American Democracy
and our own involved and dangerous fate become clear,slmple,convincing,
1f explained by this lucid and honest mind. Eleanor Roosevelt does not
rave about the "skyscrapers of New York" or the pecullar qualities of
an American apple - which Mrs,Lindbergh finds especially "scrisp,clear,
'(’ﬂ«!- b¢£&r€_:‘am Ys i‘c;- qaon" - 3 she quotes the first Mayflower contract,
- ’william gann,'fﬁomaa lgaine,and Jeffersones She recalls the ethical impact
of "The Rights of Man" and "The Age of Reason.," She talks common sense.

One feels better after having listened to her.

mrwm Her articulate zeal should convince
F, R LN W Aa
even those who were half-discouraged = a and feith. Our
natural aim - here it is: to lmprove,to re-organize,to re-bulld Democracy.
odaaey 20 Gwac:-’muf'

(But how could we succeed in pp.uag_u‘ if we allow to be destroyed
by its frenzled foes?)=- And here is alsoc the faith - the unshaken faith
in the in‘f:-r insiec dignity and ultimate goodness of man. A vesy rather un=
certain dignity,it 1s true - and not a very reliable sort of goodness.
Yet,dlgnity and goodness/redivsedebivemgray be increased by the means of

education and soclal proe;reas"‘- while they would certainly be Gesineyed




the boota oL, %
stamped out by jtot.alitarian dictatorship.

and more revolting. Tm"umiftWWﬂ#m&ﬁWm%nal
and social positlon of LE%%M%V‘ We recommend the Mby
Elesnor Roosevelt = not only because we think 1t a fine and stimulating
pilece of writing; but also because it was written by a woman so close

to the very center of administrative power in the United States. There

1s no other country on earth where the wife of the highest official could

venture on so bold and realistic a criticism on existing institutions ,

It occurs but rarely that intellectuals can subscribe,almost without
stint,to statements and prophecies coming from those connected with
actual power. Here is such a case. We should grasp its comforting

significance.
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of Demo¢ " tie-governments. Their eyss are blinded and.Moir esrs are

deafeped\ blinded and deafened Dby 1gnorn ear, by -mallsnicy. .
They-teke tRe fumbling,theatrical gestupes 6f_morbid tyrants for the
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elamour of ow rhetorlcsg® __,y_k_!.g_ve long become incapable to under=

stand,nay,to heyr the_géntle tone of civiltzed arguing. 1

o
shouting of de me.d Mﬁw mmﬁ us would now

T

dgre to Jﬂ: /‘n “E;Mt “‘announces-the- trempaat .
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watmEto comey.
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There mey be more thorough studies on Deﬁiﬁ:fcy - more original
Ao o 9
interpretations of its moral and ancia; b?#ﬂ*ﬂ. ihat makes Eleanor

mpvetentiong mama fote
Koosevelt's m lovable and impressaive i1s,above all,the firm inte=

(€ €X 44 018, the
srity ;&—ﬁﬂr*cgfrntﬂyf/- gga.earnest striving for truth. Hers 1s,indeed,

that "spirit of good will" #izmt she demands and pralses. She does not
[ g

midigate the hardships we have to face., But she is not afraid. For she

knows = calmly and confidently - that the wave of the feéswe- future 1is

with her.

Klaus Mann.




