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The Children of Guernice, Hy Hermann Kesten.Allisnce Book Corpor,
Longnans,Green and Co, 2.0,

As grown up people beheve llke madmen and act llke wild beasts,children,

in comperlson,acquire the dlgnity and wisdom of pldlosophers,They sre

the lanocent,pethetic victlas of fenaticlem and brut:lity,and,estaring
¥

at thelr adults with JQPI;{;Eu-"“HI are you so cragyfuhy must you be

80 wlcked?"

In %he book,writling in the [irst person,Hermann Kesten 1s an exiled

German author 1ln Parls and weets a lad who,like himself,ls a refugee.

As writers Ly professlion are bound to be curlcus,Kesten la eager to

heer thne life~story of the young stranger.aAnd the boy begina hie

nerrative In a quiet and epic manners"ky nsme 12 Cerlos,and 1 come

from Guernice.,uy father hed the chemistss shop on the merket-squere,

He waus the best man thet ever lived..."

The tragedy of Cerlos and his fawlly is the tragedy of the Spenish peogla

Life 1n Guernles,the licly City of the Besque Country,used to be calm

and pleasant,lhe chemlst wes happy with his wlf@,heﬂuﬁs Pla,snd with

thelr chlildren wio hac such besutiful nemes:Carleos,José,Ghil,Inncgzentia

and hodesta.They loved their mother and adored theip father,But the

idyll wae sonewhat dlsturbed Ly the sudden arrival of Uncle pPablo,an

edventurer.kany years vefore,there had been a serlous quarrel bet=

ween Fether and Uncle Publoj,and the two brothers had not seen eamch=

other for a long while.low Unele Feblo comes back,eand mekes trouble,

fle 1s iwpudent end cyniesl and rather witty,le amuses and frightens

the cihnllaren,and staerts once uore flirting with Senora Pie who had

once been nls f{lancée,

The Clvil var,the trugle fight bLekween smong brothers,hies 1lts prologue

in thls private sphore.the famlly in Guernliecs 1m not concerned with

pelitice whetsoover fSUpy Rt

y Qaach
Wiemmm only a certaln amount of personal freedom and com=




fort,When it comes,the Civil Wer strikes them as an unintelligible
cetestrophe,like & thunderstorm or an awful disesse.

The Spanish children with the fine romentlc nawes heve Lo wateh and to
commit revolting things.Some of them even get involved in a murder cese,
end 1little Imnozentie loses the right to her lovely neme,Lifle has become
e nightmere.The sinister,neive end woving report of young Cerlos reaches
its unforgetteble climax with the descriptlon of tle uotorious Lomberds=
ment.For the children of Guernlea it mesns something like the emi of

the world,ihe mysterious,ruthless enemy destroys llelr Lome and their
eity,brings desth to two of the children and to the good father,"the
best man that ever lived".iHowever,Senora Ple and Uncle Pable succeed

in esceping to France,with what remeines of the faully,es waes aleo does
Carlos who gets seperrated from them.

But the flight to Frence was not thne last adveniure oi the famlly.The
story goes on like & beroque fairy-tale,sluost overclhergsd with odd
events end absurd complications.watters becowe s8till more confused when
the lost son = Cerloe,in Purils called "honsieur Cherles" - [inds his
mother who is living »t the time with his cynleel Uncle reblo,ilie letter
finally ebendons the poor woman,golng away wilh the attrective wifle

of Carlos' generous French host.Cerlos,ior Lds p&art,quarrels seriously
with his brother José,since both of themw neve fallen in love with the
same girl.lbere is a half-traglcal,half-conic mess altogetler.Larlos
tries to commit suiclde,end when he fells cowes to lmportant conclusions
es to how to continue with his 1life.He decides to Decowme a writer,confi=
dent that he mey thereby communicete essential truils Dy telling of hils
pest experilences,

Hermenn Kesten,elreedy the suthor of several brilllant novels and liters
essays,often seems to leugh ebout serious matters,5ometine, the reader

e lmost gets the lmpression that the suthor approves of Uncle Pablo's
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