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C.Ss.R. (Lecture.)

There are many well informed, intelligent political observers,who keep
on saying,that t@E_EEE%EEEEOQ;Pf Czecoslovakia was the decisive mistake
and actual turning point in Adolf Hitler's carreer.l think there 1s
a grest deal of truth in this atatement - although one should not

teby
simpli matters,which) are complex end involved.There are varie
]

-

P .
ways of esnalysing the development of Hitler's policy,and of explalning,
why it was bound to leed to the present catastrophe,socner or later,

Bes In my opinion,the main reason for the fatal course of German

—

history during the last six yeers,is the character of the “Fﬁhrer“
o . A -

himself - 2 character whicH I don't want to snelyse because %Fust
avoid uttering obscene and shocking words to an sudience of gentlemen.
- However,1t is impossible to deny,that the violation of C.S.H,,

the "bloodless conquest" of Prague,means tj;%;aq}hriais and turning

§
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point in the history of the Third Reichg~ ¥
When Hitler he Republic of Czecoslovekia,he gained quite a
lot,for instance - sthe Gold in the Bank of Prague;the femous Scoda

— o —

Works;the fortifications on the Czec frontiers,which were built with

the help of French experts and had been called the "Minor Maginot

Line".So the German éngineers got knowledge of several detalls of
Ehe French fortifications - details,which the French,of course,
would have prefered to keep secret1y...Besides,the mere fact,that
France,while sacnficing C.S.R.,lost her most reliable ally in the
European East,and that the last true bullwork of ngocrgqy was de=
stroyed in that part of Europe,meant aﬂ important advantage. to the
Nezi PFilhrer, - On the other hand,even some of those very gains

turned out to be pretty dangerous and disturbing,in the long run.

Hitler - who had the ambition of unifying and ruling all the Germans

- now became the leader, - or,to be more precise:the tyrant -

of a foreign pecple}that was .and still is,almost in its entirety,




-
definitely,strongly and courageously opposed - not only to the Nazils,

but to any kind of a Germanic government.Since C.S.R.hss becoﬁg a part

of the Third Reich,Hitler has to face a desperat enemy withln his own
T ; - -
§ o T

country;e hostile national community within.m&alewn-fr;;%iers. - e
may see later,how alarming the open dissatisfaction,the grief and anger
of the Czec people QEE}already by now - and that probably the hostility
of the violated Czec population will %che ma jor njﬁhtmarea
of the poor Fiijhrer - whose sleep,ss we are told,és not so very sound
and sweet anyhow...

But the problem of the Czec p90ple as a part of Greater Germany

is not the only and even not the decisive unpleasant consequence of

the crime,which Herr Hitler committed,when he entered Prague.

Even more important: the radical change of British and 5?9999_901}EE:

The end of Appeasment.

When Hitler,openly and shamelessly,broke the promise tiet he solemnly
had given at Munich - the promisesthat he never would attack what re=

mained of C.S.R.after the annexetion of the Sudetenland - sthen finally

even the most asrdent snd naive friends of appeasement grasped,that
there was not any hope anylonger for understanding or collaboration
with Nazl Germany.

It was the actual and definite end of the Munich spirit;of that dublous

bertrne Xht sloomy Mrors
"Peace in our time!.:h.Daladier mmaé_thakpa.ujme'

——— —

and Chamberlaiﬁ¢§%ﬁﬁﬁrslla béLJ%ﬂP/ humorous historical item,..
Messiuers Flandin and Bonnet lost their decisive influence 1in France,
and even Lady Astor had to admit,in the House of Commons,that she
was "bitterly disappointed" with Germany....

I don't like to go into the details of that so-called "Peace in Honor"

of September 1938 - which I still consider to be one of the most

shameful events of European past-wer - or rather HEuropean pre-war

-—




-
history.This seems to be a very very long time ago,and matters have
changed a lot,since that dreary date.ls it really just a year ago,
gsince we have heard the funny story about Mr.ChamherlainL visit to
Berchtesgaden?When Hitler told h.m.: :wYOQ have given me so much...
@t do me a last favour!Glve me ygﬁé'umbrella!“ And he answered:

"No - this belongs to me..."....Hlstorical jokes...
Besides,I am feeling today,that we were incllied to aimgllry the
motives,that led Chamberlsin and his people to the Munich agreement.

A TEe/TLatan fin iy =
We overemphaaizedjthe class-angle.Probably,there was a somewhat vague

Nowe L
idea in the minds of conservative English and French politiclans,

that one may use,sooner or later,German Neziism for a crusade against

e

Soviet Russia.There was a fear,# some Left Government ¢ might come
e

to power in Germany,after Hitler's fall,and that,therefore,it was
wiser,to give i to the Fiihrer what he wanted to have - in order to
prevent his government from collapsing...ihose somewhat sinister
motives and speculations, however,certainly were not the on ones
that influenced final decision...To-day,we are able to see and to
understand that Erifﬁh-?rench attitude in a different and more objec=
tive way...:There was a great deal of genuine pacifism;public opinion
in France and Britein,not really prepared to fece warjand,above all,

the actual militery preparations were not finished yet,especilally
s

11'1 the ail‘. -

Some people think it is a bad sign,that the same men,who have signed
E T

the Munich-Pact stillgare ruling their countries,..I feel,thié?has

E:l,& FIIR /4
adso. its good sides.If men like Winston Churchill or Terdieu would

have declared the War to Nazi Germany,one could have said:"l‘hey have

always been anti-German... While Chamberlain and Daladier are in the

" 'r.--r:p

position of k!&%&ng their people - and the German people! -~ :"We have

really tried everything to paesemat avold this warlWe went as far as
e

possible,and even a little farer,..We have belleved the Fiihrer,

g »
/]




-
We accapted his Word as the Word of a gentleman - which obviously was
1

our most tragic mistake...'

Yes,indeed, the dreary experience of Munich was perhaps necessary,to

make it clear to the leaders and to the public opinion in the Democra=

cies - thet Hitler was lying.,Up to that very date,many people hmsbbewéd

were still ready to take his promises seriously...They believed, for
instence,that his main interest was,to %EEEE the German people; to
liberate the suffering German minorities,This,of course,was a double

Q9 e Kopa Aoy o
1ie.For the German Minorities were not suffering,to begin with.And,
besides,Hitler was not interested in "liberating" them.He very cleverly
used the Minority slogen as an effective weapon against other countries
which he wanted to dominate,

.ssIt 18 very easy to prove both of these ststements - that the @r
Germans in other countries are not suffering;end that Hitler 1s not
seriously interested in their liberation.To begin with the second
one: Hitler noticed and emphasized the "sufferings" of his "brothers"
only when and if he planned attacking the country,to which they be=

longed,He deliberately overlooked any "sufferings" of any "German

brothers" in the South of Tyrol, where the Germanie population really

wes pretty badly treated by the Italian Fascist government . Hitler,

i e B g

however,didn't care - as he happened to be in friendly terms with

Signor Mussolini. - Some among you,who have a very good memory,still
may remember theose far-away times,when Poland was regardedg by the
Nezis as Germany's gallant and most feithful ally.Well - at that

period nobody in Berlin mentioned the unbearable martyrdom of the

German population in the Polish parts of Upper Silesia and in the

Free City of Denzig., I was only,when Hitler had made~up his mind,
that now it was Poland's term to be dominated and destroyed,that
he discovered,all of a sudden,how tragic&® the position of the Ger=

T N e e
menic brethren in that nasty Barbarian country,Poland,really was.
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At the same momgnt he forgot all about the heart-breaking tragedy
of the Germans ;%;%ha Russian Wolge land - who were described to us,
by Nazi propaganda,as the starving victims of Bolshevist brutelity.

g -LJ“?U 1o pl

“—Herr von Ribbentrop flew to Moscow,and the brethren didn't starve any=

more - or the Filhrer,in any event,was not interested anylonger in the
problem,whether tssmet the Germans under Stalin had more Exthes or

sti1l less butter and meet,than the Germans under Hitler...

d! coald go on that way for quite a while,showing and proving to you

that therqhole problem of the German Minorities Abroad never has asen

meant (an thlng to the Fihre?'but a cheap pretexte and an obvious

propaganda trick.
M-

Besides,there remsins the queation}hhether or not all the Germans

living in other countries are really so very eager to get "liberated

P

- which actually means:to become citizens of the Third Reich and

soldiers of #h Greater Germany's mighty army...The German population

-

of Switzerland, for instance,is very proud or its anclent independence

and seems willing to defend it,if necessary even with arms...The

free citizens of the cities of Ziirich,Basel and Bern don't hide their
anti-Nazi feelings - although that brave little Democracy,of course,
has to be careful and must avold pro%ﬁking her dangerous neighbour.
Yet,the Germen Swiss populstion,in spite of 1ts strictly watched

neutrality, Wee is showing a Vvery strong and un-compromising attitude

toward the Nazi Reich - en sttitude,indeed,that makes 1t somewhat
difficult for the gentlemen in Berlin to talk sbout "German brothers
in Switzerland who wsnt to be liberated"....I have heard a wellggiwn
Bwisﬁ aufhcr saying,while he was addfeéaing an important public meeting
at Ziirich: "If the Nazis think we should become citizens of the
‘% Third Reich just because we are spesking the German language - well,
f then we have to spesk French..."

In Austris,of course,the pro-Nazi element was sowew?nt stronger than

TR o

.'qn" ,'h; L ey %
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although it never had any influencﬁgin the city of Vienna bnhhon&y

1nfthe—ﬁme14-eét¥-aaéuthaLcanntnngn pi;ces like Grez end Linz - the
a/
da¥® province of Austrla - Nazi propaganda apparently had/certain suc=

——

cessa&s - before Hitler came to power in Austria.We are informed,that

e

now even the most ardont Austrian Nazis ere bitterly disappointed...

s {20

E&&uawonﬂbafbrvﬂtha s +sThe 11ttle stor? about the Viennese Jew, who

walked in one of the main streets of Vienna,bitterly crying.inother
Austrien citizen,who formerly was an ardent Nazi,sees him ....:

esss"after gll,they did not promise any nice things

to EDU¢-0

However,even in Austris end the Sudetenland the pro-Nazi tendencles

e —

of certsin parts of the population were not a spontanoﬁs feeling by
any means;but,on the contrary,s carefully prepared and lavishlz

financed political movement.,.Mr.Heinlein,the leader of the Sudeten

¢ Nazis,simply was,end still 1s,a minor officlal of the Nazi Party.
He hed some nsive dreams,perheps,of becoming e little Filhrer and tyrant
by his own right;but he‘l}toorwas bitterly disappointed...

By the wey,one should not forget,that even the German speaking part

of C.8,R. - let alone its purely Effs_regions - never have belonged
to Germeny.Before the war,Bohemis was,as you know,a part of the big,
super-nationsl HBEsburgfponarchy;and still before,it had been a part
of the Holy German Rﬂé;_;xﬁeich of the German Nation - which

had nothing to do whatsbever with the modern German Reich that

Bismarck created.The Holy Roman Reich,which embraced parts of France

and Italy and the Netherlands and Scandinavia,was not a National

State,in the modern sense of the word,but rather an United Catholie

Europe...

.+ssBesides,the whole problem,of whether or not the Sudeten Germans

reelly wanted to return to the Reich,is not of any decisive signifi=
cance anymore,since it has become obvious,thet the Sudeten guastion,

for Hitler,was just a convenient pretext of attacking and destroying
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C.S3.R., = which was bﬂiﬁlﬂﬁ his expansion into the east,hls famous
?rang nach FQ?,Often cas
Bégides I always felt,that Hitler's hysterical hatred of Presildent
Benesch and his people had not merely military or political,but also
more complicated psycological reasona.-- The Fihrer EEEE? the Repub11
of C.S.R.,because i£ was a genuine and successful Democracy - indeed,
one of the best organized and most consistent Democracles in Turope.
ge hated Dr.N Benesch , Pecause the friend and successor of TQﬂEgﬁprzg)
,'the- brava and intelligent leader of the Czec people wms 1is a

liberal and cultured man.Do you remember the furious,terrifying
cmpme cccents,Hitler's voice had when he attacked Dr.Benesch, just
before the September Crisis?To me it 1is unforgattable...ﬁenasch,
the intellectual and liberal,is everything,that ¥ the Fiihrer is.

NOT, end never could become...That's why he hates him so much...

[

esssl know C.S.R.,and I have the honor of knowing President Benesch.

He is & fine man,and C.S.R.wes a fine country,and ih;;;tainiy w111
become a fine and independesnt country,once more;lt e deserves
Itiee

I heve lived in Pregue - as a metter of fact:I was a citlzen of
C.,8.R.,and still am travelling on a Czec passport.So gigi my father
6;;;;; he immigrated into this country...I don't know,how many of
among you gentlemen ever have been in Pragqe,the ones who have been
there,will confirm that 1t’gne of the most plcturesque and,at the
time,most int@r@sting cities of Europe...It combines many charaec=
teristics and cherms,which seem to exclude each other,and whden
vet are gprmipg,in their entirety,the original and lovely picture
of that &ewn:..There are eastern and western elements;very ancient

end exceedingly modern parts...There is a certain smerican touch

| E——— —

tBata factories,often compared wlth Ford?]and a Russian Touch,and
e HJ’LI.’&

a French flavour...Cultural live,very fascinating.Theater, lit ra=
e s

ture:dering experiments, - Besides,agreable life; good food; the
ﬂf\/if _-_f 5 .'%f b A " Y e
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The sutomates on the big Wenzelsplatz - sort of cafeterlias - offering

most exquisit beer and best little saussages...

Always enjoed being there. =~ Remamher mv visit at the Haradjin the
{ v e

anclient Castle. Benesch's working room, «ith the wonderful vlew...His

modest and,at the time,impressive personality.His optimism..."Time

is working for us..." - Wes he mistaken?

I certainly thought he wes,when he came to Prague the next time - which
was the lest time....Just after Munich.Gloomy athmosphere.Bltterness,
not only toward Germany;but also,and above all, toward Frence,Britain.
Thevy had loved France;they felt that they & had been betrayed...

I never will forget last meeting with Carel Capek disstingulshed Czec

author,whon I had known for long time,..Personal friend of lMassaryk.

("Conversations with M.") - A broken man."I am through..."Died few

weeks later...

At that time'%jmet,once more,Dr.Benesch - at Chicago,where he was actl=
ve for e while s a professor.l went there with my fether and my sister
Erika,The conversation was most stimulating.lie were not yet quite

convinced,at that time,of the wisdom of his policy during the recent

Crisis...Interviewed him;suggested:"q Would it have been better to fight?
He,very quietly:"No.I had to spare my nation."
Asked him:"Would Russia have helped?"
He:"Yes.But I could not sccept accept Stalin's protection since
England and France acted as the} did.l wouid have been in the position

of Negrin in Spain...The world would have believed that the cause of
L _','L f ! o

the Czec people 1s the cauae of Bolshewism - which is the

RS

of the truth..."

Well - the whole question of en Russian Alliance looks somewhat dlf=

ferent,in the light of recent events...Perhaps,Benesch was very wise

to refuse it - even provided,that it was serlously offered...
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The whole Benesch policy is becoming more and more understandable and

convinecing,in the light of these recent events. - Yes,he had to spare
his nation - which still has a chence,and a greet one.Prague 38 would
have been destroyed as VWiersaw - sthe capj.gsr;l. was saved,with the nation.

- "Pime is working for us",he has said.Perheps he was right...The

-

Czecs have learned patience,in the course of thelr long and traglec
history...They can wailt - and they don't forget...

The bitterness of the past-Munich days made their hatred of France and

Britein almost as strong as her abhorrence of Nazi-Germany.Thls has
changed.Now,they #smil regard the Democracies as thelr Allies,once more,
B il

who are fighting for their csause...4s a matter of fact,restoration

of independant C.S.R. - one of the few war aims ‘formulated,alraady

by nowfby the British Government. Benesch,in London,recognized as

legal President of the Republie, -w

Oppostion growing in so so-called "protectorate".

Significant:inobody allowed to go there.,Forbldden,even to Germens.

This proves:dangerous unrest...

P . g .

8 a matter of f ct.aimost every da:gr news in papers asbout acts oFf
‘. clor® , Minta mr/ﬂtw- 0wy fly {t’ufm-q b= Adiw Fiuldy, — 7

’.l'

~ sabbtags 1321%1:_3/ } Czecs and Germans clashing in tgp-’“atreets
AWy ke

-

1
ol > 5
# I

P
of Pragud.Patriotic demonstrations;Germen police ipkerfering.Gestapo

ybidl-strong-epongirto-suppress-growing- restioWwever, the Hapsburg
police did not suceged,in the long run. M’ing last war,Czec troups

BTNy, ™ L sy MM,.; AR ey o

deserted in masses B " Austriaf my; Formea-tegton,fight ing with

P

e AP .. alk: - Ve - D DEITITIE “TIOW e o
! 2 Pl e

-
The Czegs more experieneed-in reve uti ns than the ‘p :4.-:1:usu12E Jight be,
34»—-.,;.“ Dp.,_u.-f-'-ah o L, il s p.h-p Sa L H.g_,g,f.-au 1 -
that the German revolufion will start™$Q Prague/ic sium, tmbwot) at Koo
Yes,I think I mayr{risit Dr.Benesch, once mor@in the Haradschin,..
mwﬂwcuﬁw wf““'wh--«e—vwmumamhp..mm -

C.S,R.will be free,and may play a leading role in m.goming-Pederation
ll—ll-—- ————

-|L | —

i (0 B ;a.u toa ¢ Oe A'ﬁwaf:i.
of the Danu‘ba coun untr 1aa.I.The difficult and inspiring ta® of building
e e i W N —

up an,rl organizing a New Europe will make forget both of our nadions

PEYT TYRSAN UL

T Tt

mwmm&"hhmhation we “went through.
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slmost every day dea we find new)in the papers about goie varied

N c—

forms of disorder in the territory of former C.S.R.j;about acts of

sabotage in fectories;Mines,mysteriously exploding on military air
f e

e e e e B s ™

fields;young Czecs and Germans clashing in the streets of Prague or
g vttt

e

some provincial town.We have our informations.We know about all kinds

of passi?e-reaiatance the Czec population is showing.We know about

——

patriotic demOnatrptionjwhich the Nazi pollce - Gestapo - has to break

e e e

up.We also know,that the Gestapo still is strong enough to suppress

this growing unrest....However,even the formidable Habsburg police
ﬂ,ﬁw..w

did not succeed in the long run.The keen and courageous will of the

Czecs to gain their # nationsl freedom and independance turned out

......

desnrted in masses the Austrian Army; formed a Legion fighting with

L e

Allies.Well - and exsctly the ssme thing is happening now.,.#u You

et P

have heerd about the Czec Legion which joined the French Amry. & %

It is a special troup of more than loocoo soldiers,already by now -
and those Caecs certainly are not bad soldiers...
The Czecs sre more experienced,end probably much more gifted than the

Germans,if it comes to preparing = revolution, It might be,that the

German Revolation will start at Prague... There are contacts between
e

the dissatisfied Czecs,the disappointed Austrians and the anti- Nazi

T

=]

Germens,the underground-movement,The German political and religious

anti-Hitler Opposition and the Czec Patriots are natural Allies.

They heve the same interests and the same hopes...

Yes,I am almost certain:I will visit Dr,Benesch,once more,in that

beuatiful caste,celled the Heradschin.The day of CeS.Re's final 1li=

beration will be the day of Hitler's fall - which meanssthe dm it also

will be the @8 day of Germany's liberation...Liberated C.S.R. will

play e leading rdle in a coming Federation of the Danube Countries.

And the ambitlon of the Germens won't be anylonger to rule and to




«11=

suppress other nationj;but rsther!to collaborate with them in peawe.
The difficult and inspiring task,of bullding up end orgenizing a new
and better Europe, will make forget both of our nations - the Czec and
the German - all thése years of bitterness and senseless struggle,we

are golng through.
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