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The Enemy in our Midst...

PASSPORT TO TRE.SON: The Inside Story of Spies in America
By #1 n Hynd. (Robert M, MeBride % Comp,,New York, ¢ 3.,00)

Reality in this time l1ls more fantastic, more inecredible than any
fiction could be, The author who dared to cram his mystery story

with all the astounding facts contuined in Passport to Treason,

would be lsughed at for his rampant imegination, "He goes too far,"
eritical readers would sey. "The world we live in mey be crazy enouzh;
but it isn't that ecrazy, after all, Certain things just don't happen,"”
Yet, curliously enough, they do happen, all the same, Alan Hynd,
who wrote this first comprehensive inslde story of Nazl sples in
smerice, 1s by no means a visionery but an experienced, trustworthy
reporter, His sccount is factual and concise, without literary
pretensions,

He did not make up the sinister array of criminels and fanatics
who tried with so much flendish ingenuity to ruiln sgmerica from within:
they all lived, or sre still alive (Af only behind prison bars) =
those reckless adventurers, venal tresitors, and trained seboteurs,
Come and meet Herr Von Der Osten, Hitler's master spy, who furnished
the Japeanese with American militery secrets about Pearl Harbor)

He appeared quite harmless end inconspicucus when he re.istered, at
the Hotel Taft in New York, under the name cof Lopez, Maybe the F.B.I.
would never heave suspected the discreet "sSpanish" gentleman, if it
hadn't been for an accldent that took place on Times Square, in the
course of which Lopez-vVon Jer Osten wes killed end one of his most
important colleboretors unwittingly betrayed himself,
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Meet Fritz Duquesne, the internationel egent and intriguer « a
rather colorful, if extremely repulsive, character: ely and cynicel,
suave snd ruthless, And this dignified-looking gent is professor
Borchardt = & top figure in the Nazi sete-up: he analyzes sclentifi=
celly the data submitted to him by the rank and file sples, .s for
Werner von Clemm, the Germane-born soclelite president of the Ploneer
Import Corporation, he is s cagey bird and certeinly & man of the
world = a relative by merriage, incidentally, of Nezl Foreign Minister
von Ribbentrop. It's von Clemm's job to sell to the Americans the
fine diemonds seized by the Nazis 1n the Low Countries = thus financing
Hitler's ermy of agents sund saboteurs in the United States.

What & weird end motley guleryl Helen Mayer, the ambitious house=
wife, speclalizing in informative chats with workers in srmement
plants; fabulous Count Vonsiateky-Vonsietsky, who hoped to become
a Russian "Puehrer", with the help of Hitler, and was on intimate
terms with Doctor Willumeit of the Chicago Bund; spectzcled Mr,
Indwiz who wes in the habit of tourring U.S8. ~rmy camps, together
with his secretary, Lucy Boehmler, an attractive blonde; Helne, the
ex~-Ford official; Iily Stein, the so-called model; Private mm René
Proehlich (yes, no kidding: this one had the nerve to serve Hitler
as e member of the U.S. Armed Forcesl) and the elght foolhardy
desperados - Burger, Thiel, Heupt, Dasch, Heinck, Neubsuer, Quirin,
and Kerling - who landed, just a year ago, on two different spots of
the .merican shoress: in smagansett, New York, end Ponte Vedra,
Florida,

There are hndreds, maybe thousands, of them. Many were caught
and punished, thenks to the vigllant effleclency of J. Edgar Hoover
and his Federal Buresu of Investigation, But others ere still at




larce. Nobody who read Passport to Treason will be inclined to

underrate the potential danger those Fifth-Columnists mean to our
country end to our cause, They ere ingenious end bold, well tralned
in Hitler's "spy schools" and "sabotage academles;" they are tho=
roughly versed in ell devices of their evil trade and utterly lacking
in morel inhibitions, They hate us, They loeathe the smerican way

of 1life, They are willing to commit any crime and take any chunce,
if it is egeinat democracy, for the Fuehrer,

This book = a stirring snd drematic document « informs us of
one phase in the subterranean struggle between the Nazl rings end
the Fo,BsI. It reveals some of the appalling Nazi wiles and also
some of the methods used by J, Edgar Hoover and his men, It's a
thrilling story but it's an alarming one, too,

The war ageinst sples and saboteurs is not over, as the author
gtresces in the coneluding peragraphs of his booky on the contrary,
1t may be just beginning, "Germen psychology," Mr, Hynd tells us,

“has to be taken into consideretion, The Germans feel thet if they
ere congquered no mercy will be shown them, no more mercy than
they heve shown to those they have eonquered, .s the hour of thelr
final defeat draws cloger, they will become desperate, Saboteurs
and fifth columniste in this country will stop at nothingees."
No, they will stop at nothing, Heppily, we have the F.B,I. &nd,

moreover, our own vigilance end determination to atop them,

Klaus Mann
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