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THE 300K I WART TO WRITE
is to be an anelyticsl survey of cultural tendencles in Burope after the

Second World War. Tentative title! The New Face of Buropeen Culture,

When the war is over, and I m discharged from the Army, I would
1iks to return to Europe as an independent civilian amd stay for at least a
year, This trip, as I vicuallise it now, woﬁld takke me firet to London e&nd Paris,
where I msy spend some months, and from there to E:;celonn, Madrlid, Bome,
Florence, Zurich, Vienna, Budapest, Prague, Warsaw, Moscow, Leningrad, 8tock-
holm, Copemhaguen, Amsterdam, and other Zuropean capitels and cultural centers
- iaclutin; whatever may lave remained of the big Cormen pitiss,

The purpose of my jJourmey will be, to find out whether Buropean cul ture is
8till alive == and presuming it is, vhat are its present tendenciles &and -most
recent achievements? Are there any new cultural values and dlrectione in
Buropa'e impoverished, disorgsnized countries? How has the younger literary
generation reacted to the apocalyptic events of the past five years? ire
thers any new etylee in the making? Eave the artists discovered new formulas
to express unprecedented experiences? Hee & new thilosophy emerged from the
ordeall Has Jascism left its traces on the intellectual phyain:nUmf of the
continent? Are the repreésentative minds affected by the new wave of nationaliam
vhich geems to sweep Europe et the rresent moment? I? there, amorng intellectuals,
a conscioumness of Zuropean, or universal, =olidadity? Are Buropean artists
and thinkers responsive $0 American influencesi Will the Soviet Union become
& new cultural center? Will G&fﬁﬂny be eble, or permitted, to contribute
enything %o 2 new concert of Buropean voices?

I wvant to discues these guestions with Buropean poets, novelists, crities,

.
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BIOGRAPEICAL DATA

I was born in Munich (Bavaria), on Sovember 18, 1906, as the oldest son
of Thomas Mann.

I went to school in Munich ("Humsnistisches Gymmasiumt® i.e. hizh=school
including Latin and Greek), continued my studies at the "Odenwaldschule"

(a progressive, experimemtal country school near Dezmstedt), and fimally at-
tenied lectures on philosophy and Freach literature at Heidelberg University,.
At the age of elghteen, I worked in Berlin as a dramatic eritic on the

gtaff of a daily paper (“Zuuulfuhr-biittagsblatt“). The sams year {1925) P
published my first book and, & fow months later, appeared as an actor in my
first play. During the following two years (1926=1927), 1 toured Germany and
other Durofean countries =-- presenting a group of young actors (including
mysel?) in my own drametie productions.

In 192€, I made & trip around the world with my sister Brika — visiting
the United States, Japan, China, Russia, and so forth,

Back in Burope, I continued traveling, with a prefersnce for France and
French North Africa., At the same time, 1 continued writing, too == not only
books but alsc all kinds of articles and essayse which I contributed to the
leading newspapers and m'aguinu of pre-Hitler Geriony, ]A.lso, I was active
as & lecturer and radio speaker, Without belonging to a.n;r politicel group or
party, I participated as much as T could in the fight against German national=-
{sm and reaction == trying, in my owrn particular fisld, to promote Wme
1iversl and cosmopolitan ideas,

In 1933, when Hitler came %o power, I left Germany, as did my father and

the rest of nmy family.




(BIOGRAPHICAL DATA, continued)

acknowledged my literary enti-Nazi activitles

(B

me of my German citizenshi; (1234) == several years before my father

faxnatricted,” Subsequently, I became a citiszen of Czechoslovakis, thanke

in various Zuropean countries

privi:

Wi s

to the generosity of President Bdward Bemes,
Darine the period from 1933 to 1938, 1 lived in

== mogtly in France,

I':

1936

down thers

I continued oy activities az =
and writing #ms in Englieh,
‘which I mensged to keep going for 14 months,

In Decemder, 1542, I Joined the U.E. Army, and

American citizen.

In December, 1943, I
For one year I belonged
1oglcal Warfare Branch,

gtaff of

permanently in 1938, Living

"The Stars and Stripes.”

"petween
free=lnnce writer pn

In 1941, I founded & literary

Holland, Ewitzerland, and Ozechoslovalkia, For two years
litersry magazine with anti-Fazi tendencles in Ameterdam,

and 1937, I spent several months in the United BStates, and settled

¥ew York and California,"”

lecturer == lecturing

~

eview in Yew York

some montha later I becanme

was assigned to overseae duty and sent to Italy.

to the forward team

Lagst February 1. wase

!

of the Fifth Army's Psychoe

transferredl 4o the Medlterranean

éblailg

Klaus Hann,

Itagy, April 28, 1945
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