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EDWARD BENES

The Champilon of Europesn Democracy

Suggestion for a book,

by Klaus Mann.

There is a great deal of litersture on President Benes of Czechoslovekia

- a long 1list of publicetlons in French, Czech, Cermen, Russian, ete,
But, surprisingly, a comprehensive and up-to-dete book on him 1is yet
missing in the United Stetes. And atill I feel, very strongly and defi=
nitely, that such e book would be most timely end pertinent in this
particular moment, It would be timely snd pertinent, not only - indeed,
not meinly - as a reaffirmetion and dramatization of past events, but,
above all, becaunse of the inxpact B.'s messege and eplc story carriles
with respect to the future. In fact, the paramount purpose of the
suggested book is to stress &nd clarify the future mission of Czecho=
glavakia end her leader. It 1s from this point of vlew that the tale
of B.'s strugzle and accomplishment should be revived end anew inter=
preted,
I believe that the faet of my being of Germen extrsection is not likely
te diminish the efficacy of the book, but may rether increase it,
For, being = German by orizin asnd educetion, I could hardly be suspected
of indulging in Czech nationalism, while, on the other hend, I am
more familiar with the problems and conditions involved than most
Americane writers wouldy be. I hope, however, that one of my ‘mericen
friends may agree to contritmte an introductory paper. |

4+

The book is to heve sn approximste length of 250 pages, or about
75,000 words, This is the scheme sccording to which I intend to organize

my material:s
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CHAPTER ONE:
The Men and hls Falth,

This initiel part may be opened with a report of my visit to Dr. B.,
at the Hradehin, in 1937. By describing the direct snd personal im=
pression I recelved on the occasion of this interview, I may succeed
in drewing e lively picture of B,'s appearance and attitude,

This introductory portrait is followed by a brief account of hils
private 1life, his hobbies and animosities, favourite occupations,
human contacts, etc, From this anecdotiec interlude there is a natural
trensition to B.'s family background, childhood, &nd ergly studies,.

I ahall dwell, more extensively, on hie first literery nchiavumenta’
end also on his first sojourns abroad - in Cermeny and France, It

is important to analyze, in this context, the variety of intellectual
forces, which molded end stimulated B.'s own vision end his subsequent
pelicy. This brings us to the pivotal contaet in B.'s life -~ his
friendship and collaboration with Thomes G, Masaryk,

In this opening chapter, however, the relatlon between the two men
will be examined from a purely human and intellectual eangle - not yet
in respect of its politieal implications, Whet I shall try to point
out is, above all, the pedagogical influence Masaryk exercised on
B.,'s keen and responsive mind, It 1s thanks to Masaryk's euthority
thet B, sabandoned his materialistic and positivistic views for a

more complex snd more profound phillosophy.

The chepter concludes with e resumé of B.'s present credo - that
spirited falth and realistic 1dealism which is the motive power behind
his politicel ection.
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CHAPTER TWO:

A et 1 omn,

This chepter 18 so present s condensed survey of B.'s manifold
activities thoughout the long and eventful period from pugust,

1914, until October, 1937, the dete of Masaryk'as death.

To exsmine the vest scope of meid B,'s efforts and sccomplishments
meens practically to recapitulate, from e spe’ific engle, an integral
part of Europesn history, For the men who wes Masaryk's clo%hat
collaborator in preparing and orgenizing the Czechoslovakian State;
the man who represented the young republic on innumerable ccecaslons,
in Geneve and elsewhere; the man who helped estsblish the Little
Entente snd was an unflagginz champion of the Collective Securlty
coneept = that truly Buropean ststesmen, Dr. Edward Benes, had a
hend in almost every major politicel development and partook in
most negotiations of internstional significsnce.

Needless to ssy that wany episods of this rich end complex career
have to be treated in s summary mode, The eple tale, for instance,
of the Czech striving for independenceduring the first World war,
may be premused as known to most Americen readers, (Besides B, has
deslt with this particulsr epoch himself, in a work published here

under the title My War Memolrs: Houghton, Mifflin, % Co., Boston,

1928,) But, sgein, there sre other periocde thet should be discussed
in & more deteiled way. For meny of the problems thet had to be
teckled and solved by Maseryk end his collaborstors, are greatly
pelevant to the situstion confronting us now, The purpose and functlion
of the L}ttle Entente; the whole network of treaties defining and
atpbili{h& the reletions between Czechoslovakia and her neighbours,
sllies and sntagonists; the frietione and affinities with Berlin,
Vienna, and Budapest; the Czech ettitude towards Moscow; Be's

personal contrivution to the cause of the League of Netions - sl
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- all these issues and vlcianit&des heve en obvious end essentisl bea=

ring on our current gffalrs,

ps far as the domestic situstion of Czechoslovekia is concerned, its most

significant aspect, in our perticular context, is probebly that or the

German end Hungerien minoritles, Masaryk's end B.'s polley towards those

restive groups should be exnmined at length. Moreover, 1 would like to

add a description of cultural life in Czechoslovakie - stressing the

lively contacts between certeln 14terary milieus end the Hradchin.

The conclusive pert of the chapter 1s devoted to B.'s achema of collee=
&Eer Atk O

tive security end stabllized peace in Burope. Thﬁ*Foreign miniatqgl

Czechos lovakie becomes indeed the foremost hereld of thie policy -

together with Litvinow of Russis, Titulescu of Humanla, end Louls Berthoun

of France. The latter's sssassinetlon, in October, 1954, disrupts

tracically the formetion of a powarful.peaca-front - the exis Paris-

Prague=-Belgrade-Bucharest-Moscow - which alreasdy seemed in the meking,

CHAPTER THREE:
The Crisis.

The chapter begins with a survey of the pclitieal scene in thet crucial
yeer of 1938, To analyze the conditiona which led to the anmexation of
sustris by Hitler-Germeny and, subsequently, to the dissster of Munich,
means to delve into one of the most sinister snd most pernicious epilsods
of recent history.

president B, was, in that hour of destiny, Hitlerfs most spectaculsr and
spirited oppronent. ToO betray Czechoslovekis was tentamount, at thet
point, to e betrayel of democrscy. The invesion of Crechoslovekie in
Mereh, 1939; the Stalin-Hitler pPact, finally the German attack on
Poland ~ indeed, the whole tribulation we sre now passing through might
have been prevented - or at least decisively shortened - if France had

lived up to her treaty, in September, e 1658,
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B.'s personel drema thus anticipates end symbollzes the lragedy of

e continent, Eurcpean demoeracy wss handleapped end hampered, indeed,
almost destroyed by preclsely those fallacies that macde the present
wer ineviteble, That is why I feel that the tragic story of Czechoslova=
kia - or rether, thet the individual plight of Fresident B. wmey prove
a pertinent approach to the Buropesn drama at large.

The second part of the chapter deals with the present efforts of the
Gzech snti-Nazl movement both st home and ebroad. “he devious channels
connecting the saboteurs in Czechoslovaekia proper with the exiled
leaders, mey be discdosed as far es possible without endangering the
underground fighters, 1 would like to include brief portraits of asome
of those who seerificed their lives "at the home front", end I may
end the chapter with the series of sketches of H.'s most outsbending
collaborators promoting the cause of Czechoslovekie in lLondon and

the United Stetes,

CHAPTER FOURS

Outloolks

This chapter = the heart end glst of the book = is to reéview and
dreamatize the whole roster of schemes, suggestions, and preparations
coneerned with the vital topie of post-uar reconstruction and the shape
of the world to come, I want to define the particular function end
mission which Czechoslovakie should end will fulfil within the frame=
work of a future Europe, = My presentation may Dbe 1lhaqpratod and
emplified by a selection of statements to be obtal ;h‘ J:m- ading
Cgechs snd other Europeans, but slso from a group of prominent

fmericans,
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LDWARD BENES
The Champion of Zuropesn Democracy

Suggestion for a book,

by Kleus Mann,

There is s great deal of literature on President Benes of (zechoslovakia

- o long list of pudblications in French, Czech, Germen, Russian, ete,
But, surprisingly, a comprehenaive end up-to=dete book on him is yet
missingz in the United States. And still I feel, very strongly and defi-
nitely, that such & book would be most timely and pertinent in thia
particular moment, It would be timely end pertinent, not only - indeed,
not meinly -~ as a reaffirmation and dramatization of psst events, but,
above all, because of the impsct B,'s messege snd eplc atory carries
with respect to the future. In fact, the paramount purpose of the
suggested book is to stress end clarify the future mdission of Czecho=
glavekis snd her leader. It is from this point of view that the tale
of B.'s struggzle and accomplishment should be revived and anew inter=
preted,
1 velleve that the fact of my being of Germen extrection is not likely
to diminish the efficacy of the book, but may rether incresse 1t,
For, being e Germsn by origin and educetion, I could hardly be suspected
of indulging in Czech netionslism, while, on the other hand, I am
more familiar with the problems end econditions involved than most
Americans writers wouldy be, I hope, however, that one of my ‘mericen
friends may agree to contribute an introductory paper,
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The book is to have sn approximete length of 250 peges, or ebout
76,000 words, This is the scheme according to whieh I intend tc organize

my materilel:
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I USE A SEPARATE SLIP FOR EACH TITLE " CLASS MARK

(In upper right hand

- P v
Author: 1% — N E—f; | Ep{n.f&.ld corner of card)

he

Title: L) []/Uefm:n'n’ M ﬁ@
jﬂ 1 -Iq;‘{'t é['?": I\’&'/Fo'us

BOOKS MUST NOT BE TAKEN FROM THE ROOM
Use of false name or address may mean exclusion from use of the Library

SEAT NUMBER

form 28k




%~ USE A SEPARATE SLIP FOR EACH TITLE 3¢

Author: BE ?4 E g, ’ff 6‘4
_P/f_ﬁ‘é( EM'?{ t?.m-ft

Title:

BOOKS MUST NOT BE TAKEN FROM THE ROOM
Use of false name or address may mean exclusion from use of the Library

CLASS MARK

(In upper right hand
corner of card)
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& 7
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SEAT NUMBER
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%~ USE A SEPARATE SLIP FOR EACH TITLE CLASS MARK

(In upper right hand

v
Author: BE M ':;::‘g | — ol comrofuli}j
E [

“r

0{ Qv | G Tt O O

BOOKS MUST NOT BE TAKEN FROM THE ROOM

Use of false name or address may mean exclusion from use of the Library

SEAT NUMBER

form 28k




I% USE A SEPARATE SLIP FO ACH TITLE "3

Author: B E N E ‘(T‘- \}Eé‘{‘)c"J l/l

s ,
Title: B s sedies d de/r
"?,,,,;ea’fm Ebworas

BOOKS MUST NOT BE TAKEN FROM THE ROOM

Use of false name or address may mean exclusion from use of the Library

CLASS MARK

(In upper right hand
corner of card)
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