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Apologies to Charles Chaplin

Many of us have been rather hard,in print,speech or thought,on

Chaplin's political fairyr-tale, The Great Dictator. The comedlen-
107
director has been scolde%&his lack of reslism and consistency,his

barogue humour and grotesque exaggerations. Critics intimated
that the tremendous problems Mr,.Chsplin was dealing with, should
heve been trested with more seriousness and less eccentricity.
I submit that we have been mistaken and owe & sweeping apology
to the genius of Charlle Chaplin. His film may hasve feeble spots
and hardly 1s the most successful one of his accomplishments.
However, it wee is unfeir to disparage this daring phantssmagory
as a8 distertion of tinewssber PEBlity:J‘LE—PEE*&ET-O#—#&*H—%ﬂ&P&&*blE
epoch-1a not-sobers it-is med, ssvegely-paradoxicel, bewihaemdss-
and utterly ecaentpiéff
The dream=like episod of Herr Hess' flight to Sceotland not
only confirms but iInfinitely surpesses even the boldest lnventions.
WMMW It 1s,indeed,s price=
less eplsod - qulte apart from ﬁuﬁ political lmplications and
consequences. For 1t reveals,with an almost mlrsculous simplicity,
amdormn eTo f
the " ‘madness of this whale phenomenon called National-Socigligmd
S = S (_(?'iﬂf’--"b ot byl o vt on€ [ -fﬂ]
Every detail inveolved is exuberantly amuaingEAThe'red-painted toe=
nalls he showed to the bewlldered nurses of Glasgow,end the Nazi

decoretions which adorned his British pajamas; the narcoties in

the pockets of his uniform and the Jiesgiah complex in his muddled
\ ¢ Gvif€cC

head: the whole set=up
ess
Is @2 madman? A swindler? A confused 1dealist? The head of
a secret consplracy ageinst Hitler? The asnswer may be,or may not be

knowvn when these lines reach the reader, But no conceivaeble explana=




tion could change the intrinsic absurdity of this interlude.

are the rulers of a big country inaaneihgk-the rulers of =a
big country deem it decent and promising do play such preposterous
tricks_g;‘the rulers of another big country? Are those rulers so
much afraid of each other that one of them - he whom the supreme
chieftain used to call "My magnificent Maurice," = jumps into &2 &
plane snd seeks the protection of a loathed,ebused,contempted
enemy? W

What sort of a country is this? What kind of people are these
so=cpolled rulers? Is this the way they want the new order to look

hat Las
like? P this sordid nightmare to do with the lofty objectlves
of human history? qLﬁ {TL“*Y )

Thet Nazism is herrible and destructive has been known for
veers., Charlie Cheplin and Hﬁf 1f Heas remind us of its indescri=

sodsyt
bably ridiculous elements. The, tragedy assumes, for a stunning

A
moment,the savage merriment of an inspired farce. énd we are
allowed, for & change,to ask laughingly the astounded question
so often asked in horror and with tears: Can this be true?Can
i~
Jde last?
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.pologles to Charles Cheplin

Muny of us have been rather hard,in print,speech or thoucht,on

Cheplin's politiecul fairy-tale, The Great Dictator. The comedlen=-
director has been acoldé?[f;lia laek of realism und conslstency,hils
barogue humour and grotesque exe geretions. Critiecs Intlmated
that the tremendous problems Mr.Chaplin was deallng wilth,should
have been trested with more seriousness and less eccentricity.

I submit that we have been misteken and owe £ sweeplng apoloyy
to the genius of Charlie Chaplin, His film mey heve feeble spots

eand hardly 1is the most successful one of hlis sccomplishments.

However, it wme 1s unfeir to dlspsrage this daring phantasmagory
as ¢ distortion of bleewseber reality. ffusnsedity—of-—tirts—imcreditle
Mﬂ'ﬂ-ﬂm
The dream=-like episocd of Herr Hess! flight to Scotland not
only confirms but infinitely surpasses even the boldest inventlons,
SRl PR b P S DD mea CaRToseon. L Lo, Tnoooc, e price=
lees episod = quite apart from & political implicetions and
consequences. For 1t reveals,with en almost miraculons slmplicity,
tandor et
the medness of thlsigho_.auplfgffwfon cnfllzgt:‘at nnl—S ? 131_
Kivery detail involved is exubernnt 1y emasings] The reu-pnintea toe=
nails he showed to the bewildered nurses of Glesgow,snd the Hazi
decoretions which sdorned his British pajams; the narcotics in
the pockets of his uniform and t.;f hesz;,_iah complex in his muddled
heads the whole set=up &L‘M
~tHess
Iapv ‘medmen? A swindler? 4 confused idealist? The head of

a secret conspiracy sgainst Hitler? The answer mey be,or may not be

known when these lines reach the reader, But no conceivable explena=




tion could change the intrlinsie absurdity 8: this interlude.
re the rulers of a big country 1nsane%hdb the rulers of a

big counﬁry deem 1t decent and promising do play such preposterous
tricknﬁi;-the rulers of another big country? .re those rulers so
much afrald of each other that one of them - he whom the supreme
chieftain used to call "Ny megnificent Meurice," = jumps into & @
plane end seeks the protection of s loathed,ebused,contempted
enemy?

What sort of a country is this? What kind of people are these
so-ﬁ;i%?i T?%ifs? Is this the way they want the new order to look
like? 3K this sordid nightmare to do with the lofty objectives

of humsn history? - i

|
Thet Nazlsm is horribde and destructive has been inown for

veaers, Charlie Cheplin and Ruz?lfJHeﬂs remind us of its indescri=
Y] f,

bebly ridiculous elements. The/\tra._-_:edy assumes, for a stunnin;

moment ,the savage merriment of an inspired furce, /nd we are

allowed,for & change,to esk laughingly the astounded question

so often asked in horror and with tears: Can this be true?Can

s i T
Jeiwke last?
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