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— Warren Bower

Autobiography ie a form that has net cften been presented to you
Almanac listeners, sspecially this year when we have chifted our
emphasis chiefly to books about the war. But recently there ap-
peered from the publishing férm of L.B.Fischer an important book
that combinees these two cuphasee. That book was THE TURNING FOINT,
by Klaus Mann. It is much more than just the autobiography of a
comparatively young man, as the subjects of auvtobicgraphies go.

It ig a study of growing up in a world that was feverish with a
war and its aftermath, a recession of the fever for a brief tine,
and then its breaking out again in a vestly more virulent form,
Mr. lisnn is a member of g distinguished German family, now happily
an American family. He ies the guther of many novels originally
publiehed in German, and wmore lately of such works as ESCAFE TO
LIFE, written with his sister Erika. He has also been zn editor--
of the magaszine Decision--and a lecturer, but I want to introduce
him to you as writer, particularly as the author of the current
THE TURNING POINT. Qur listenere; Mr. Mann, will be interested

to know the significance of that title.

You have often written on what wight be called the psychcloegy of
exile. You studied it factually in ESCAPE TC LIFE. You have ex-
perienced it yourself. I'd like to have you talk about exile for
a bit. In your case it was voluntary, wasn't it? I mean that you
saw far enough ahead to make your escape safely.

Will you describe beiefly the conditicns in Germany, and partic-
ularly in the literary and theatrical circfles in which'you moved,
that made you decide to leave? ~

You did not come directly to the United States?
But you have been here now--how many vears?

Is America in any senee at all home to you now? Is our national
scene now & familiar one to you?

But I want té return to that idea of exile. What does an exile
feel about his home copfitry, even while it is in the grip of
what drove him from it?

And how much of a d{fficulty is the need to change languages, at
least to acquire a new one. With you, it must have been a great
one, since a mere working knowledge of English would not be
enough to enable you to write in it. You do write in English now?

And whet are you at work on now? I have heard you are writing a
biograpny of Andre Gide. I hope that's true?

But I keep leading you off the subject I wish you'd tszlk on. What
uopes have you for the Germen people after the war? Can they--in
time, of course--be won over to democracy? Or to something quite

different from Nazism?

I don't want to throw a phrase like "the real nature of the Ger-
?ansﬂ at you &nd aemand an explanation, but you have dealt w%ith
hat topic in THE QTHER GERMANY. Perh u itse
SHati e foe adh 1 4ps you can sum up 1is




23, BOWER: Will a process of re-edug@tion of the German pecple--don't ask me
for any description 0f fhe process--be likely to be effective at
all after the war?

perhaps outside,

25, BUWER: Or zre there enough Geruans, perhaps within Germany, who have the
potentiglity of becoming leaders in the new Germany? ¥ Tuppoce
L

i afking you-your-opiniton—of-lire-hovwis-Adamicts—tdéa-in-TNO-JAY
ASSAGE. dn-part _at least?

Las I

27. BOWER: Thank you, Mr. Mann, fo . an
vering my questions. We may not have talked very directly about
your book THE TURNING POINT, but what you have said will recom-
mend vour book to our thoughtful listeners, 1 am very sure. 1 do
want to add my own recommendation of a singularly interesting
and eignificant autobiography that is also & sensltive report
upon the moral and political atmosphere of Germany in the pre-
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Hitler and early Hitler dzys there,
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rhe title of my book has & double meaning. ﬁ'mjv reiel 0 &
-..l vEurae in my psongl life, & bheuld L [ a new phase 1Il MMy
d zeneral situstlion.
e 3 14 4 =k

atep will carry.ms into
avE 3 een sfora. ody can foretell g8

111 be worse or bhetter in this transformed world to come. Tihe horizon
vhicl from now on, will surround our lives may D€ yrd _hiter or dsrker
than the m:;j we Mnew. pubt surely the 1i. ht will slter,

: 1)
je left germsny as soon as Hitler ceme to power, 1n WPGHe 15955 -
voluntarily, or rather forced away by our own dis ust, our horror
our forebodings., We left because we knew Hitler and bectuse We Xnew
he Germsns. We left because we could not breathe the air in pazi
vermany. The fear of suffocetion 1s a plain, cogent resason r exile -
ign't 1ty
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rest charccter, ss he proves now, once more, by hils unyielding
ttitude towsrd Berlin snd Viechy. f5lde - nore LNAnN any OvOer rreren
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If I answered your question in the negative, I might as well say that

our civilizsetion is doomed altocether. Germeny hes to be won over to

a civilized wsy of life, or else there is no hope for a lasting peace.

What I said before, should make it clear that I believe - that I ¢try

to believe in the existence® of "the (ther Germany." Bk, Bn the ot?
Lol

d, I think it is dangerous W, at this point, to ,qQverpate the M
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Bu}'h ’}_) eopls w‘lm have made Hitler their pFiihrer and their
A oF  a s
- fetish, must be m“"featéa and disarmed. e may stick to the concept of
"the Qther Germany" es a comforting prospect - something thut mi ht

ot The Tetan Ove
become resl snd relevent In the future. AjebESeeRtemgiine, 0WevVer, we

ought to bewere of wishful thinking. As long as the Germsns sllow Hitler

to be their leader, there is only one Germgny -~ Hitlerts,

Ay /jf there 13 seserp-bvivs-assibie-—Ltuiape.carnan legder - within the
Reich or outside - fpesleds, e must be remarkably discreet snd Inconspi=

cuous, I do not heve the privilege of knowing his neme or face. Maybe he
has to hide from Hitler!s Gestepo. laybe he 1is en unknown refugee. Who

knows? But whoever and whereever he is, this coming lesder of g coming

o







