MON

MONACENSIA

Verbundkatalog Kalliope

Union Now. <Preliminary title!> Tentative Story Line for a
Motion Picture, in collaboration with Erika Mann and
Clarence K. Streit.

Mann, Klaus
Mann, Erika
Streit, Clarence K.

Nutzungsbedingungen

Bei zahlreichen Dokumenten auf monacensia-digital.de sind die Urheberrechte bereits abgelaufen. Sie sind
gemeinfrei und durfen ohne weitere Ricksprache mit der Monacensia weiterverwendet werden.

Bei den Dokumenten, bei denen noch Urheberrechte bestehen, missen fur eine Weiterverwendung stets
die Rechteinhaber*innen angefragt werden sowie eine Publikationsgenehmigung der Monacensia eingeholt
werden. Das Zitatrecht bleibt hiervon unberihrt.

Zur Erteilung einer Publikationserlaubnis wenden Sie sich bitte an:

Monacensia im Hildebrandhaus

Literaturarchiv

Adresse: Maria-Theresia-StraBe 23, 81675 Minchen
E-Mail: monacensia.literaturarchiv@muenchen.de

Terms of use

The copyrights for numerous documents on monacensia-digital.de have already expired. They are in the
public domain and may be reused without further consultation with Monacensia. In the case of documents
for which copyrights still exist, the copyright holders must always be contacted for further use and
publication permission must be obtained from the Monacensia. The right to quote under copyright law
remains unaffected by this. To obtain permission for publication, please contact:

Monacensia im Hildebrandhaus:

Literaturarchiv

Address: Maria-Theresia-StraBe 23, 81675 Munchen
E-Mail: monacensia.literaturarchiv@muenchen.de

Visual \\Llibrary



J

Union How.

(prellminary title!l)

Tentative Story Llne
for e Motlion Plcture

by
Klaus Mamm,

in collsborstion with
Erike Mann and Clarence K.Strelt,

4es the present wer inevitable?

That is the question millions of people in Burope,in America,
in fact everywhere in the world are asking today. Even more im-
perative is their question: wWhat wlll become of Europe - what
will become of the world,once this war 1s over? A definitive
solution of these problems is belng demsnded - and eagerly swelted:
a gemine solutlon,once and for all, This is felt distinetly every=
where,strongest possibly in ‘merica, M¥lllions of Americans sare
esking themselves todsy: Why 4id we send our troops to ¥Frence,in
19179 why did we decide the issue of the last war?Was it &1l in
vain? ¥ill Europe never settle down in peace? =~ Such doubts are
today assailing numberless people, kiore important than anything
else 1s the formletion of positive,constructive plans for a new
organization of the world.

The purpose of this pieture is not alone to depict the confusion

in European conditions;nor to prove,once more,the gullt of some

individual or group who mey have been primarily responsible for

#MSueh u stete of affeirs. Our filu will strive to give dramatic form

to a concrete sug.estion for a Federation of Huropean Statea,repre

senting a basis end prerequisit for . later,more comprehensive

international organization. Technﬁlo¢iha1 development has long
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since stamped BEuropean nationalism end the inatitution of petty
European states as anachrmonism, Moreover,they sre highly dangerous
enachronisms,for they inevitably lead to war after war,and eventually
must bring sbout the self-destructlion of Burope., This has long been
comprehended by the majority of rational and civilized Huropeans,

as well as by the majority of Gemssems the Germen people,who today ere
suppressed and abused by the Nazl dletatorship.

We intend to show that this realistie 1deal - the ideasl of a

European Federation - was sctually on the verge of becoming a reality
at a definite moment in history., But this moment,which was necessary
and right,was grievously disturbed by the strenfithening of German
nationalism end the establishment of a Nazl dlctetorship. At the same
time,the best Germans have always known - and know more clearly today
then ever - that the Third Relch can merely be an interlude,an igno=

minious eplsode in the history of the German people,

The action of the picture sterts with a short Historical Prologue

representing a condensed survey of a family's history through the
centuries by showling some signiflcant moments. =~
ﬁq u.ﬂl!d_ 4 -w‘

First plcture: At the end of the Thirty Years vwearJWhen Uermany
is in a deploreble state of 1lmpoverishment and complete ruin,one
member of the family decides to emigrate to the United States," Land
of the Unlimited Possibilities",while his brother prefers to settle
somewhere in Esst Prussia,nesr Konigsberg. They say goodbye to one
another, They want to start a new life,

w1

We fdllow,with a few parallel scenes,the different daVeloﬁhV;ntn
of the /merican and the Prussian branch of the family1 (always re=
cognizing the relationshlip between the estranged cousins thanks to
some minor corporeal charascter = the peculiar form of the lower 1lip

or the nose.,) = We may watch the representative of the American
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branch,in the early 17 th.Century,settled in New England or New
Jersey,striving for liberty,making with his fellow-citizens his own
stete = while the Prussian cousin serves some petty Gorman prince as
anofficer, Fifty yesrs later,we see the Americen as he resds aloud
to his family the Decﬂ:;tion of Independance;his Prussian relative
has become a soldier of Frederick the Great.(The plctures of that
Prussian king and George Washington may be shown as contrasts.)
- Another parellel (or contrast) scene: The .mericen cousin 1s shown
as one of the soldiers on guerd when Lincoln glves the Gettysburg
address. The Prussian,meenwhile, S has made his carreer as & lieute=
nant of Prince Otto von Bismarck,(Contrest:Lincoln-Blamarck;the
American and the German Constitutions,)

The next historical "parallel scene" presents the two estranged
cousins in 1914, The Prussian cousin,Herr von B.,is enthuslastic
ebout the ocutbreak og the war;sings patriotic songs ect. - while
his remote relative ;;fNew York,lr.B.,seems woorled and sorrowful.
In 1917 ,however,the situation has changed. Mr.B. has gone to

Qa paivate
Europe,as hﬁ—orﬁineﬂg_aéadian, "to make the world seve for Democracy."
Ceptein von B, is et home,for some days on leave, We see him pleying
with his two little boys,Bruno and Ernst,and talking with his wife,
Marie-Iuise,sn auaer sustere Prussian lady,dsughter of a general.
The Captain,after two-and-e-half yeers of asctive war service,begins
to guestion the nectssity of wer in modern times and the truth of
nationalistic slogens. His wife,however,an erdent patrlot,contra=
dicts. She firmly believes in Germany's mission "to rule the world."
There 1s & rather violent discussion between the Captsin and his
wife. Bruno and Ernst watch the frightening seene without understan-=
ding it = :Ernst 1s sitting in his mother's lap,whlle Bruno stands

¢lose to his fether,
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The discussion of war and wer aims goes on,some weeks later,
between Captain von B, end his comrades,somewhere on the Weatern

in devawed ko
front, The Captaln declares that,in his opinicn,Ger$35§1E§E*I3;iZ€ne

woer since the United States has joined the Allles, His fellow-offlcers
dinngret/

keenly ﬁﬂﬂﬁfzéiét. He moves eway from them., Seated on his camp stool,

he starts to jot down a few notes in his diary. His comredea lasugh

at himj;but he justifies his seribbling by saying that hils dlary means

a lot to him.

"I want my two boys to read it when I am no longer here, For I
heve a feeling that I shall never get out of this gruesome wer
alive.us"

Shocked at the vehemence of this outburst,the other officers warn
him egaeinst putting on psper the confused,fantastlic,even seditious
1deas he occesionslly utters,Otherwise,he might get into trouble...
To this the Captain replies that he 1s no longer afrald of anything.
More essentisl to him then anything else 1s thet hls sons should be

informed of his thoughts and 1dees after his death. In his opinlon,

this war 1s a ghastly anschronism,s Europesn civil war., This 1in=

sight hes come to him,a Prussian officer,through his horrible
experiences et the front.

“From now @n," he declares to his amazed cclleagues, "any secri=
fices we make can only be purposeful if the war leads to a unifica=
tion of ad¥ all Europesn stetes,to & closer colleboration between

' § He adds

Surope and Americe,and,consequently,to a permanent peace.'
thet the United Stetes of Americs should serve as a model for a
torn Europ...

#hile he 1s telking,the infernasl srtillery fire starts up again

and drowns out his pleading,werning volce. 48 & momentary vision,

we see,on the other side of the front,the Captain's unknown American
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cousin,¥r.B., ,among the soldiers of the /merlcan pertillery,shotiting

egeinst the Oermsn lines...

Two years later: Berlin,h 1519, We are in the home of Captaln B,
who hes met a hero's death, In the living room his pleture,fremed in
mourning bleck,occuplies a prominent place on the wall, e watch
Frau von B, reading her late husbend's diary. She is shocked,puzzled,
disgusted., She considers to burn the rebellious notes;but a remnsnt
of naturel plety prevents her from doing so, She hides the dlary in
the desk, Then she calls her sons,Bruno and Zrnast,two halfegrown
lade, She expluins to them,in & solemn 1little speech,thet they always
must venerste their father's memory;that the Captain serdently belleved
in the finsl victory of the Fatherland,up to the last moment of hls
life;that Germany did not reaslly lose the war but was meanly betrayed
be "the red criminels" who heve made this horrid revolutionjend that
it 1s the boys' sacred duty to revenge their father's death and
Germang's humilietion upon the diesbolic enemies, "inside our own
country and sbrgad.”

The older son,Ernst,obviously 1s convineced and inspired by his
mother's appeal. Bruno,however,reacts quite differently. He,too,
had 1dolized his father and had loved him deerly. But he epsks him=
self: Wms his death inevitsble? pDid it heve to bLe? /nd he tekes an

oath: It shall never happen againl

The developments of the contrasting tendencles and tempersments
of the brothers is shown in e few short,charscteristic eplsodes,
First we see them as puplls in s resctionsry Prussien militery
scademy. There,the instructors preach the jospel of revenge upcn
the French,the "arch-enemy”,and upon "perfidious Albion", "fanithless
Italy", snd America, "country of the dellar-orazy business men,

ruthlessly exploiting the European tragedy." The cadets - most of
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them are sons of officers - enthusisstically approve of these preschs
ments, There sre only two among them - young Bruno and snother lsd
with whom he had made friends - who feel doubts and qualms. This other
boy,Kserl,1s the son of very poor people,and cherlahs vague though
vehement revolutionsry ideas. The twe friends have lengthy,secret con=
versationa,discussing with a great deal of naivité and pession thne
fundamental problems of Peace,S5oclel Justice ect. Une of the lnstrucs
tors surpriaes them et Dﬁ? of their nocturnal meetings. He has to
chide them;but he turn:¢;o be 8 niece encugh,very understanding young
fellow himself, He comes from the French part of Switzerland,anc 1s
netive in the military acsdemy as a teacher for the French lannguage.
The two lade explain him what they were dlscussing,end the young

%-ra-w Amard tes-
tencher interested, le jwiits " them tc have hot chocolate with him,

on Sundey efternoon,snd in s little Konditorel,all three of them =-

Bruno,Karl,and the young Swlss teascher - continue the interrupted
discussion., /8 for the young teacher,he firmly belleves in the lden
of the United States of Burope. He thinka,little 3witzerlend - where
people of four different nationulities sre living snd worklng together
pescefully - may serve as a pattern to a Hurope thet is exhausted,
e lmost ruined by a senseless war, Both his young listeners ajpree,
elthough Bruno feels the future lnternational orgenizatlion should
be more comprehensive,world-wlide,not limited to Hurope alone =
while Karl emphasizes the principal significence of the soclal
angle. Sefore they seperate,the young teecher luplores them not to
repeat anything he had suid to thelr fellow-ms cadets, "You know
how reectionary and nsrroweminded people are In this instituted
1 would lose my job if they ames over find ocut what I'm thinking
nbout their nationalistic slogans..."

Bruno snd Kerl concesal their new friendship with the young

instructor, But one day,in s sentimentsl mood,Brunc confides to hise
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brother the thrilling secret, (They have just received a letter
from mew their mother,with a photo of their father's enclosed.)
Ernst,however,denounces his brother,his friend Karl and the Swias
instructor to the # Colonel, e highest authority of the mllitury
academy. This is the scendesl. The two boys as well as the teacher
have to leave the institute without delsy.

Freu von B, 1s furious., This means sheme and humiliation to her
dignified femily - ect, She intends to punlsh her wicked son by
sending him to a much more severe school,somewhere in East Prussia.
The boy,however,escapes;reaches Hamburg - and gets a job as a dish
wesher on one of the German liners. He did not succeed in oededdebmimingg
finding out where his friend Kerl had gone. The last word he received
before sailing,comes from the Swiss teecher,who wires him from

Geneva: "Bewssemwes¢Courage! The world is open to YOUe ae"

At New York,the Statue of Liberty welcomes him - and then,a bench
in Central Parkjpoverty...He wdlks around,looking for a job;we see
him sterving,almost in dtspair. Finally he meets a fellow of about
his own age,and makes frlends with him. He has the same name s
Bruno,and turns out to be hls remote cousin:sthe representative
of the "smerican branch.," (Thej two young men also have in commdn
the minor femily-cherscter - beowemssiipsbtwpol the pecullar form of
lower 1lip or nose.) - Tom B, introduces his new friend,Bruno von
B. ,to his family, Through Tom's fether,Mr.B. , - whom we have seen,
many rgsrs ago,on the Western front - Brunp gets a job, He falls
in love with Tom's sister,Florence,who 1s a bright girl,attending
sociological end politicsl courses.She intends to become & journallst,
and as time goes on we can watch,through the medium of her con=
versations,her me reeding and observations,the msjor developments

of worldf affairs during those post-war years. Florence disapproves
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of the Versaullles Treaty,jend foretells s new and threstening increase

of German nationaslism ss a consequence of the defeat, Mr.H, asks:
"Why,then,did we go to Europe? lWie hoped for a better world,at the
end of this horrid war..."

Bruno,meanwhile, has re-estublished certaln contacts with his
European friends, He has even made peace with his mother and his
brother Ernst,who preises in his letter the "new patriotic spirit"
of Goerman youth, We see a few characteristic episodes of Ernst's
development, After heving finished his training in the military
ncedeny,he joins verious semi-millitery organizatlons,such as the

"Black Relchswehr" ect. Though he 1s only a youth,he takes part in

the battles in the Besltie. Later he perticlipates in the anti-French
sabotage acts in the Ruhr,«nd later - with other young natlionalists -
becomes mixed up in a murder plot,the vietim of which is Minister
#Walter Rathenau, The mild judges of the Welmar Republie,however,
condemn Ernst von B, merely to one yesr in a fairly comfgotable
fortress. =~ As for the young Swlss teacher,he heas become a devoted
and active fellower of the Pen-European movement, e glves special
courses to propagate his 1ldeal. We see the young instructor passio-
naetely and thoroughly expounding to hls students the ldea of =&
Federsation of European States, By means of meps he showa that
European frontlers were never stable,never permanent demarcations,
but were always in a state of flux snd change., - "It 1s the apeclal
mission of a conquered,guilt-laden Germany," - he says = ,"to set
the megnificent exemple of renouncing its own national egolsm in the
interest of e far more comprehensive goal." - The zealous speaker
then quotes from several Germen classlecs to prove that the greatest
minds have elwayvs occupled themselves with the ides of & Lesgue

of HEuropean States.

He welcomes the League of Nztions =~ and,especinlly,eerﬁany'a




%Eﬁ:?gi this institution - eas & first step toward a more couprehens=
sive organization., He attends some of the great meetings at ﬁhneva,
where he listens to the conciliatory speeches of aristide Briand
and Guatev Stresemenn, The final overcoming of the traditional ants=
gonism between France snd Germany seems to be well under way. There
are good reasons for belng hopeful and optimistic...

Kerl,on his turn,hes become a militant,rsdical commun iste, le,
too,1s in correspondence with his o0ld pal Bruno. Karl assures,in his
letters as well as in his speeches,that the only possible solution

must come from the Bolshevistic revolution., The class struggle is the

one decisive fector in world history,while the political rivalry
between "imperinlistic stetes" means only e secondary consideration,
Karl worshipes Lenin and his follower,Staslin,es Ernst von B, and his
comredes w@rshlip the lesder of German nationallism and racial intoler-
ance, Adolf Hitler,

In Germany,after the death of Gustav Stresemann,the nstionulistie,
anti=furopeen movement sqgendily becomes stronger and more mensacing,
Hitler's star 1s in the ascendant. The friends of eivilization,peace
and freedom sense the seriocusness of the situation, They fully reslize:
Now is the time to act - or everything will be lost! Union now =
or the catartsophe cennot be averted]

Bruno's Swiss friend and several other men in politicel and in=
tellectual spheres organize a large meeting at Berlin to publigize
the idea of s European Federstion and to make it comprehensible to
the masses. They keenly invite Bruno and his young American wife,
Florence,to joln this conference. They especislly want Florence von
B, to appeer as a representetive of Bhie American youth. Her presence
8t the Berlin meeting would prove - the Swiss teacher writes - that

the young people in the U.S. realize the cruciel importence of the
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#uropean problem and are willing to colleborate on its solutlon,

The young couple hesitate$: Can they refuse so urgent an invitation ¥
FPlorence hes a nice position on a blg New York paper. Sut her boss
flatly declines to send her as a special correspondent to the Paneurope
conferences the event,in his opinion,does not have enough "news value,"
Bruno, however,urges her to accept, As for him,he is willing to give up
his job for the sake of this trip which seems most lmportent to him,

He feels that,just now,very much if not everything 1s at stake,for
Germeny, for Burope,for the world., He declares,emphatically: "1 cannot
go on living here,and meking some money and having a good time,whlle
'on the other side',in my old country,matters of decisive significance
are going to be decided..." Florence agrees, Her father,however,definite=
ly disapproves of their plan, Hls great dlsappointment of the European
developments have led him,more and more,to a strictly isoletionist
attitude., "Those Huropean troubles are not of our businessl" ect.

He thinks America should not get involved anymore in European affaires,
"They have fooled us once =:sthat's enoughl Msy they make thelr Pan=
europe - 1f they can - ,or mey they go to the dogs, 1 am not Intereated
+es" Florence has to remind him of the fact that hls own family,too,
came from Germeny,cehturies ago. Finally the young people succeed in
persuading him. He agrees to their voyasge - although half-grudgingly -
and even gives them some money;for he wants "the children" to make s
nice tour through Burope, - :"since you insist on visiting that
crezy,doomed continent,..," Brother Tom sees the young couple off,

He would like to come along with them, But his sense of duty - and

his father's will - oblige him to stick to his job, He is a sober,
realistic,aversge young Amerlcgz;ho hardly shares the keen interest

his sister and brother-in-law ime tekfmg In world affairs, Yet he

admires his sister,end defends her point of vliew against the father.
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The young couple tour Europe on & sort of belsted wedding trip.
Bruno shows his wife London,Paris,Vienna,and Rome;the bezutles of
Southern France,the Swiss mountains,end the Bavarlan lakes. They
visit Holland and the Scandinavian countries before going to Berlin,
The grendiose,immeasurably rich and vari-colored penorama of the
European scene passes before our eyes, Bruno says enthusiastically:

"All this multiformity is really =n historical,a cultural end

a geographical unity., The various parts of Europe would not lose
their national cheracter 1f they were united., But 1f unificetion is
postponed much longer,all the nations of Europe will collepse in a
common catastrophe, The mortal enemy of Huropean civilization is

rigid,ezolstic,snachronistic nationslism,"

Bruno end Florence arrive s at Berlin, just in time to attend the
great meeting, We witness,in their company,seversl gatherings;hesr
delegates from various countries;see the joyful resction of the
Berlin crowd. The French speaker assures that there are no bltter
feeling) towardf Germany enymore in his country. The spokesman of a
group of Scandinavian workers declares that the social problem csn
only be solved within & framework that includes all Burope. This is
an opportunity for Karl,the communisty - who is smong the listeners

- to heckle the speaker,emphssizing his own polnt of view,the
class strugglesss The intelligent workingman,however,lnslsts on the
primacy of an internationel or anizstion which should precede any
ettempt of cresting e new sociel order,

Florence's appearence and the warm,honest speech she delivers,
make the strongest impression. She brings the greetings and ardent
wishes from her Americen friends,und assures her gudience that e
progressive,intelligent circles in the U.S., are very keenly con=
cerned with European affairs and the erucial problem of EFuropean

unificetion. # specker from the sudience wants to know why dmerica
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h&d failed to Jjoin the League of Naetions. Florence tries to explain
the Americean trend toward Isolation,created by bitter dissppointment
about the moral failure of the World War. "But & younger generation
trles to overcome this sterile bitterness," she excleims, "We belleve
tn internationsl solidargty es we hsve grapped this essential truth:

thet Peace and Civilizatlon are indivisible., A new catastrophe 1n

gurope would inevitably produce politlcel and social chaos all over
the world. We heve realized that the inspiring prineiple of Union Kow
41g the only possibility to save ecivilization - this principle under
atood in its double sense: meening thet 1,) the European States must
eatablish some sort of Union among themselves; 2.)that the United
States of Americe and Surope have to come to a closer collaboration.#

Florence's message hes & atimulating and encouraging effect upon
the participants of the meeting.

#hat goes on behind the scenes of this Congress ls even more
significent, Conferencées on the establishment of a Buropean cugstoms
unionﬂ,a strong international judiclary,snd o supre-national ermy
have already gone much further than the public is ewaere of, The ini=
tiators of the Congress ere in disereet communication with certein
members of the German Republican government and with representatives
of the progressive elements in the army. Delegates from other govern=
ments snd religious organizations errive; (the religious angle,the
Christisn element in this internationslistic ideology mey De strongly
emphesized.) Experts confer. Wie see airplanes come and goj approvél
given to thie and that;telephone conversations between different
Furopean Oapitals;negotntionu carried on st the conference table;
maps,atatistios,figurGS...The great idea seems near realization;
the dream is about to be fulfilled. Utopie becomes almost reslity.

¥lorence,weamwhlle, hus a phone conversation with the chief editor

of her New York newspaper;(tha very man who considered the Paneurope
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meeting "poor news.") Now,nowever,Florence's insplired eloguence - and
the imposing facts she has to offer - convince him that this is really
"a big affair",and deserves not mereﬁy pilted=c—o# great publicity but
even the sctusl help of the American people. He comes 1in contact with
other influential men in New York end Washington. Bankers,senators,
labour leaders,bishops,the presidents of grest clubs and organizetions
get interested. The joyful,hopeful excitement in the =uropean centers
seems to be contaglous: It swiftly spresds over the stlantlc...
Suddenly,the frightening picture of the "Fihrer",of the nations=
listic agitator,breaks in upon the scene, He does not agitate for Europe,
but for an sutarchic "Grester Germany",and for the revenge for the
lost wer., He incites and lies and bewitches the masses, Xany of the
youth,especially,are intoxicated by his fantastic promisea, among the
most enthusisstic followers of the "Piihrer" 1s Ernst von B, We recognize
him in the black uniform of am 8.38. trooper.
ﬂ i Under Ernst's command,a group of S.A. end S5.S. troopers brutally
k“;;%%réga last,solemn meeting of the Paneuropean Conference, Peradoxlically
- end yet logically enough,Karl and his communisté comrades join
the Nagzi mob in disturbing the gathering. The orthodox left wing ¥
radlcels and the Nagils fight side on side,against those who stand for
the ideas of Peace and Democracy.
Thereupon,the brothers,frnst and Bruno,have a violent quarrel.
Their words and their voices express their mutual hatred and contempt.
In the course of Ernst's long,passionate tirade - (he is by no means
to be presented as a dumbbell or & brute) - ,he brings forth all the
srpuments and s slogans in favor of his nationelistic ideology.
No less passionately does Bruno advence his convictions and hopes.
it length,Florence gets mixed up in the gquarrel, lHer brother-in-law,

Ernst,insults her and the lend of her birth., "Those greedy business aén
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in the United States," = he shouts - ,"have only one interest in
Europe's tragedy -:to make money cut of it,.." liis outburat of hate
renches &8 c¢limax when he applies to her whuat Hitler sald about Amerlca

in "Mein Kempf," He finally dares the prophecy that in america,too,

matters will chenge,and the 1dea of the totalitarian,suthoriturian
Stete will come out victorious,all over the world, "We heve our asgents
everywhere,even in the United Statea, Powerful orgenlzstlions,such sa
the Bund,sre conatently working,agitating for us. Your rotten,decadent
Demccrecy is doomed, The future belongs to the Germanic race and to
Adolf Hitler,"

Plorence is shocked,disgusted,bltterly dlsappointed with the
Germena, She had come to Germany with the best 1ntantionn“§;ftne world,
eand then - this receptionl (Freu von B, even refuses to meet her
daughter=in=law: "Americana heve killed my heroic husbend.l don't want
to shake hands with one of themses) = Florence,in e spesm of bitterness
and grief,finelly cries out: "They're nothing but Huns -« thet's the
truth.+s" Bruno earnestly defends his country. ot everyone 1s llke
his violent brother and hia ignorant mother;end even they act froo
aincere conviction., But millions of others ere politically more
meture, "Don't you remember the radlant faces,the enthuaisstic shouts
ut our Congresa? : nd by petient work,millions of others can be educated
to espouse the rational and the good, Especlally in CGermaeny we must
cempaign for our ideals,.." And he perausdes her to remain with him
in Berlin, She obtaina %aa her chief's sgreement to work in the
Jerman cepital as s second correspondent of the New York peper =
while Bruno finds a job as a minor,poorly pald secretary of the
Berlin branch of the Peneuropean (Orgsnization, e speclallizes him-
self ss a public spesker,addressing,asbove all,the poor and the youth,

They remain in Berlin while the fate of CGermany is disgastrously
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sesled.Tirelessly,the young people warn German workers,lerman students
Germen mothers that "Netionsl Socislism" will spell their doom. we
witness crsshes between them who courageously preech thelr pacifistie,
internetional gospel,and the incited adherents of aguressive nptionai?%ﬁ
gence hes a vehement srgument with her own mother-in-law,whom Je
<"1n some women's club, bise—wddressees Frau von B. first ignores that
the target of her bitter attacks happens to be her own daughter-in-
law. She weeps with shame and horror when she finally finds 1t out,
- As for Bruno,he hes ardent discussicn and fights not only with
his Nezi foes,but elso with left opponents, His old friend Karl childg:s
him as "a treitor of the revolutlonary csasuse,a dangerous reactlonary,
e wicked seml-Fascistp" ect. "would I get a job through your wonder=
ful Peneurope?” shouts Kerl, Whereupon Bruno calmly replies: "Probsbly
you would, " Kerl,however,insists that radicsl soclalism,"the dictetor=
ship of the proletariste" 1s the only sound and lasting solutiocn,
And,using almost exsctely the seme words Ernst von B. had used,he
promises: "We shall €hange the worldl Rotten,decadent Demooracy 1is
doomed, ,." Instead of the "chosen Germanic rece" he considers "the
proletariete” is the coming ruler. He loathes the Nezls;however,
he sheres with them the furious hatred of Democrscy. CUccesionally,
Nazls and Communists fight side on side,es they dld when they tried
to break up the Peneurope Conference, On other occasions, however,
they are fighting agalnst each other, Florence's cables to her
New York paper become increassingly sorrowful and alarming. The cru \
4~ e b:_j
truth is that Germeny 1s on the edge of a civil war... 0ld Er. B, ; p
cennot help feeling a sort of embittered satisfaction and gloomy
triumph when he studies his daughter's pessimistic Berlin dispetches,

"Didn't I tell her,things would turn this way? There it is,her

4
magnificent Paneuropel £ dirty mess - that's what Europe is,in reelity.

Fortunstely,we Amerlicans have nothing to do with it, Hesseewbleet"

And we better keep out when they g,etinto trouble agein,over there..."
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Finally,on Jenuary 30 ,1833,Florence has to ceble the declsive news
of Hitler's sensationel rise to supreme power, Brother Ernst,in his
attractive black uniform,in radiantly happy as he merchee along in
the torchlight psrade in iﬁg;::lof the new Chancellor. Frau von B.

shouts "Heil Hitler",with millions of other German men,women,and children

She i1s exceedingly proud of having a son "among those brave lads of
the S.8." For the first time since 1918,she is reslly happy.
Jo0n thereafter - at the very night when the Helchstag burns -

the wave of terrorism begins, Bruno's name sppeer on the black-list,
His brother,in a sudden mood of generosity,warns him that he 1is to
be errested. (Bruno haess left the United States just a yesr before
the date of his becoming a citizen. Consequently he is still considered
g German subject. Fee-sam§ This is true slso for hls wife,who hes be-
come a German citizen "by merrisge.") At the lasst moment,both of them
manage to escape, Karl,however,is arreated by Nazl authoritles;
with utmost courage and petience he stands tortures and scorn from
sadistic ruffiens, In all his agony,he thinks of Lenin,S5telin,the
Third International,the future dictatorship of the proleteriate =
as s Christien mertyr,tortured by foman soldlers,may have thought
of Jesus,the Mother of the Lord,the Ssints,and the promlsed paradigse.

Bruno and Florence are homelessly errsnt through the countrles
of Burope. Bruno could return to America,and his wife very urgently
wante him to do so, But he feels that his place is nﬂar‘the frontiers
of Germany,where so meny of his friends are suffering poe concentra=
tion camps, He wants to watch and - if possible - to influence the
events and devdlopments within the Third Relch, He 1s esger to keep
his contacts with the German anti-Nazl underground movement, It 1=

Karl who smuggles out of the camp some sensatlonal and horrifying news

about Nazl methods end Nezi aims, Bruno and}%rusl\hava seemingly found
avt)

S
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g new morel ground for political collaboration., The profound abhorrence
of Hitlerism they have in commQn,connects,once more,the former friends,
the former foeS...

Florence Wew lost her job with the New York paper,as her boss
had decided: "There are too many horror storles in the Zmerican papers.
It becomes & bore,in the long run. No news value," - They are poor,
For a while,they enjoy the hospitality of Bruno's old friend,the Swiss
tescher, They happily live in his little house on the Leke of Geneva,
neer that Pslace where Briand and Stresemann used to discuss g better
future of Europeé... They are not allowed,however,to stay in Swiltzer=
land longer than a few months. We see them 1n Prague,in Amsterdam,
in Paris,doing humble work,sometimes even starving. Florence shares,
without ever complaining,bitterness and hardships of exlle, Her father
ceased to send her money,after having implored her to come back,
Even Tom,her brother,is upset and angry esbout her stay in Europe.
He advises her: "Come back,and bring Bruno eslongl There is plenty work
for both of you in this country. We have our own difficulties,our own
hopes, Why do you waste your time and energy in Europe?" But she answers
him: "I understand - and I sppreciste your point of you, I realize the
tremendous significance of Americen affeirs. I cannot belleve, however,
there will be peace on earth snd a solid hope for a decent life,unless
we succeed in establishing peace snd lasting order in Rurope."

Finally Bruno finds a job in a provineial French university,es
a teacher for the German langunge., Florence 1s active in the seme in=
stitute, lecturing on English and fmerican literature, They make friends
with several colleegues;especlally with a young Frenchman,professor of
history;en Italian exlle,and an Englishman, These four representatives
of the major Europeen nations snd the American woman form something
like a miniature league of nations, Sometimes,the Swiss teacher shows

up,and participates in their zeslous discussions about the future
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guropean State,1lts relations to smerica,the moat promlsing meens
to svoid Wwe wer,to fight Hitler ect. Agmsin and ageiln,Bruno has to
hesr and to enswer this guestion: "How is it poesible that the
German people mccept and tolerate this monstruous régime?" Bruno
tries to explein that meny Germans,if not the majority of them,
sufferf under the Hitler dictatorship;but that any attempt of re=
volution is doomed - as long as Hitler hss and ruthlessly uses the
actusl power,the weapons, But the others insist: "Those men who
weer the uniforms and use the wespons = they are humen beings too,
after all, What do they feel,those S.A:. end S.S. men,those Relchs=
wehr soldiers and boys from the Hitler Youth,when they get orders
to persecute helpless Jews,to commit atrocities against political,
religious,or politicel minorities?” Then Bruno hardly knows whet to
answer, For he 1s puzzled,elarmed,perplexed himself -:Whet do they
feal? - And he thinks of his brother...

Ernst hes made & nice carreer in the Third Reich, ..t the same
time he hes begun to see things as they are. The firat joyous in=
toxication is over. We see his disappointment and dissatisfaction
gredually and steadily mounting. His only comfort is that the
"Fiihrer" himself doesn't know about all the evils thet exist,

That 1is why,inwgaﬂ, he is still convinced there wlll be

no wer. For Hitler hed promised to achleve by peaceful means every=
thing that a'§reater Germany" may need. Yet he goes through ¥ a
erisis of doubts and quelms, In the company of Karl - who had been
relessed from the concentretion camp as he faked being converted
to Naziism - he listens to the i1llegal news broadcast by the

" Preedom” redio station - which he had never bothered about pre=
viously - ,end lesrns a number of things. Frau von B. ,however,
surprises the two young men while they are hearlng the forbidden

news, She definitely disapproves of sueh dubious doings,and reminds
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her son of "what he owes to the memory of his herolc father," The
legend of the Ceptain's erdent patriotism and military glory still
dominates the famlly life.s.

The Berlin-ioscow Pret comes us a tremendous shock to Frau von B,
and her son ss well as to Kerl, They sre depressed and bewlldered,though
for different ressons, Karl,for the first time in his life,feels cor:
tein quelms about Stzlin's supreme wisdom and reliebleness - while
mother and scn,for the first time,begin to waver in their feith in
Adolf Hitler's mission, For Freu von B, had regarded the " #Fihrer"
sbove 21l,as & formidable bulwark ageinst the “ped danger”",that Jewlsh-
seletic conaspirscy of beaatly murderersu- Bolshevism,.e.liow cun ahe
grosp the confusing news of the Sovietn,all of a sudden,belng the
Reich's friend and slly?

4hille the German troops are on the march to Polend,Zrnat and his
friends think it is merely a "polleing expedition”",not s European war,
The decleratiocns of 'urVYka.Frnnee and England are st firat concealed
from the Oermsn people, The realization that Nazl-Germeny ia rt war
with the civilized world belatedly resches jPeredea tho pecple and
strlkes home 1like a thunderclap. Ernst von B. 1s ordered to the West
Pront to flght ageinst the French, He obeys without enthusissn., =ven
his patriotic mother feels sorrowful. She recalls certaln utterances
she had heerd,many years ago,from her huaband when she saw hilm, for
the last time...5he regrets having told so meny lies to her sons about
the fether's attitude and convictlons, Perhaps he was not so very much
misteken,after sall,..%hat dld he really believe in? wean't there some:
thing like a diary or last will,found smong his belongings? the
sesrches the dusty drawers. She finds the diary, /nd she reads...

The night before he has to leave for the west Front,Ernst surs

prises his mother in the Captain's studio = which was not used for
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for = long time, She tries to hide the compromlising document - :too
late;he has seen 1t, He spends his last night st home reading his
father's warnings and S&e prophecles,

This 1s the beginning of HErnst's transformation,

In France,mesnwhile,Bruno 1s in an overwhelming dilemma., As e pacis
fist and Pan-European he despises war;as a German,the idea of fighting
his own country-men 1s almost unbearable, Yet he also reslizes what

the war 1s agbout sand what must be its aims, He hss long known that

lasting peasce in Europe and the world cannot be orgsnized sc long as
Hitler remains in power, After s few hours of painful wavering,he
mekes up his mind end leaves hls modest home to walk to the city hall:
He has decided to put himself to the dlspossl of French suthorities,
as a soldier or for sny other sort of job they may consider adequate
for hin, #hile he rushes through the streets of the smell French
town,however,some people recognize him,and they sameem shout et him:

"Sale bochel Volld le sale bochel"

This 1s too much,he can't stand 1t, He spent hls life by fighting
German nationalism - and this 1is the responsel lie collapmes,cries,
Mﬂér suiclde, This time 1t is Florence who hes to comfort him -
es he comforted her when she was insulted,in Berlin, "You have to
teke 1t," she says. "It's Jjust a misunderatanding. They are igncrant
people,snd they are embittered, furisted becsuse they must go to the
war, They wanted no war -~ they lcathe 1it, But German aggresaiveness
forced them to lesve their wives and children,..They forget that
there 1s enother Germany,end that people like you represent it."

She reminda him of the promise he once made her,that Burope must

be free and united like the United Stetes of America, "That is the

severe peth that leads to our greet goal,"
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Encouraged and comforted by his wife,he remains calm and quiet, even
when the French officials appesr to arrest him, There 1s order from
psrls - they explain = to arrest every Germsn citizen 1n France,at
least for the time being,..But his friends from the university succeed
in libverating him,elready after 24 hours, They heve given thelr words
of honour to the suthorities that Bruno is s reliable, liberal man, “"d:
nci ® Cermen spy. Moreover,the French professor,who hes good connectio
in Paris,mes obtains a speciel permit for Bruno to joln an lnternntioﬁé
Legion in the French army,where Germsns 1in principle are not admitted.
e see Bruno in the uniform of & French pollu;Florence in the white
costume of a nurse.

He is seriously wounded in s battle with the Germans, With s few
comredes he tskes refuge in s bullet-riddled peassnt hut hidden
in a smell thicket, The little group is an Internestional Soclety
of motley typea. There 1s & Frenchman,an Englishmen,a Czech,an Itellan,
e Pole,a Speniard,e Russisn - all volunteers, Some of them are wounded;
all are exhsusted,

They welcome enthusiestically the srrival of Florence,who hes
succeeded in finding out her husband's hiding place,half by good
luck,half led by the instinet of love, The soldiers greedlly drink
the tea and the wine she offers them;while they are relaxing and
chattering - in many different idioms -~ Bruno is busy reading the
letters Florence had,juat received from "home" - from Americe,

Her father,this time,seems to be impressed and touched by hls dsugh=
ter's coursge and determination - although he still disapproves of
her opinions, Yet he wishes her the best - and so does brother Tom,
who adds thet he admires her and fully understends her point of
view., "Perhaps you are right," he writes, "I guess ywswigese there 1s

really something at stake,in this war,which concerns all of us,
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One of the soldlers suddenly sees a troop of Germens spproaching,
He and his comrades are about to shoot when the Germens wave a white
flag. They sre deserters, Ernst and Karl ere smong them,

The hostile brothers,the estranged friends meet agaln; and for
the first time in their lives,they underatand each other, They telk

- sand it is Ernst who says things his father has thought and written

twenty three years ago., Bruno esks him: "How did you discover these
truthe?" And the brother shows him their father'a dlary,whlich he has
cherished as & talisman. The brothers crouch low on the shell-torn
esrth,and they start to read - slowly at firstj;each to hiumself;then
their volces are hesrd in unison, About them crowds the groups of
internetional soldliers, Fundementally,they ea@ all have the sane
hopes,the same aims,the seme future, For their eims and thelir hopes
to be fulfilled,tyrents and demagogues must be destroyed. Karl declares

"I confess that I was mistaken, It 18 not one c¢class or one country

Tow,
thet &h&u&ﬁ lead mankind to happineas;but the good will,the peaceful
collsboretion of all countries,sll claases,” - Says Ernst von B, :
"I was mistaken, There are no chosen races or chosen lesders, There
only are humen beings, They should stick together..."

Towards the end of the pjcture,we see s vision of a happler future,
energing from a flood of tears and blood., The reasonable,necessery
Union finally is esteblished,between the different Kuropean States
and between Furope snd America. For mankind is undoubtedly destined
te advance towerds ever larger,brosder,more comprehnensive groupings:
from jungle hordes to & World Republic,

The late Prussien Captain quoted in his diary e striking word he
once found in s book by the knglish author H.G.Wells:

"Netlonalism as & God must follow the tribsl gods to limbo,

Oour true netionality 1s menkind,"

4
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faseinating and as vet unfilfilled, snd to make that
idea plausible to a world pudlie. Teclmological develope
ment has long since stemped Europeen nationalism and the
institution of petty Furopesn stetes as anachroniams,
Noreover, they are highly dsngerous anachronisms, for they
inevitably lead to war efter wer, and eventually must
bring sbout the self-destruction of Eurcpes This hes long
been comprehended by the majority of mational smd civilized
furopeans, as well as by the majority of Germans, Our
pleture will eim to show thet the me jority of the German
people who today =re suppressed snd abused by a Hazi dice
tetorship, are indeed willing emd eapable of bdecoming
active members of a Furopeen family of netionals, Ve ine
tend to show thet this realistie 1deal - the 1deal of a
Luropesn Federation - was sctually om the verge of becoming
a renlity at a definite moment in history. But this
movement, which was necossery sad right, was grievously
isturbed by the strengthening of Germen netionsllsm and
the estabdblishment of o Nazi dletatorship,. At the some
time, the bost Germans heve always known - and know more
elesrly today thean ever - thet the Third Reilch can mercly
be an interlude, an imominious eplsode in the history
of the German pecple and of Furope. The agrressiveness
of the Hitler regime has led to eatastrophic eventas which
will not retard the development of = United Furope, but
perhaps even hasten its reslizetion,
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THE UNITED STATES OF EUROFPE

Tentative Story Line
for a Motion Plocture

by
KLAUS MANN

This is a tentative, fragmentary outline of a
£film dealing with the theme of a United States of Europe.
The fundamental thought, as well as many detalls of this
sketch are based on conversations I have had with my father,
Thomas Mamn hes often exrressed enthusiasm at the poten=
tialities of such a film; and he would cooperate in and
lend the moral suthority of his name to such an undertaking,
Furthermore, there are a number of works which deal pro=-
foundly with the problem of a Pan-Europe, But the construc=
tive suggestions they contain have not been taken into cone
sideration in this outline, I may mention, for example,
the books of Count Coudenhove-Kalergl, founder of the
Pansfurope movement, and "Union Now", a very substantial
contribution by the American, Clarence K, Streit,

The last movement of Beethoven's Ninth Symphony

would furnish an impressive musical motif for the proposed
Pan-Burope film,
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Our picture will aim to show that the majority of the Cerman
people who today are suppressed and abused by a Nazi dictator=
ship, are indeed willing and capable of becoming active mem-
bers of a EFEuropean family of natlionals, We intend to show
that this realistic ideal - the ideal of a European Federa-
tion = was actually on the verge of becoming a reality at a
definite moment in history. But this movement, which was
necessary and right, was grievously disturbed by the streng=-
thening of German naticnalism and the establishment of a
Nazi dictatorship. At the same time, the best CGermans have
always known - and know more clearly today than ever = that
the Third Reich can merely be an interlude, an ignominious
eplsode in the history of the German people and of Europe.
The aggressiveness of the Hitler regime has led to catas-
trophic events which will not retard the development of a

United Europe, but perhaps even hasten its realization,

The sction of the plcture starts with a scene in
the first world war of 1914-18, On a hilly lookout some-
where at the front, or in some other exposed position, a
few German officers are conversing during a short lull in
hostilities. They are discussing the war situstion., One
of them, Captain von Z,, moves away from his comrades., Seated
on his camp stool, he starts to Jot down a few notes in his
diary. His comrades laugh at himj; but he justifies his scribbling
by saying that his diary means a lot to him,

"I want my two sons to read it when I am no longer
here, For I have a feeling that I shall never get out of

this gruesome war alive..."




Shocked at the vehemence of his outburst, the other
officers warn him against putting on paper the confused, fan-
tastic and unpatriotic ideas he occasionally utters. Otherwise,
he might get into trouble... To this the Captain replies that
he 1s no longer afraid of anything. More 1mportant to him
than anything else is thet his -sons should be informed of his
thoughts and ideas after his death. In his opinion, this war
is a ghastly anachronism, a Furopean civil war., This insight
has come to him, a Prussian officer, through his horrible ex=
periences at the frorm.

"From now on," he declares to his amazed brother
officers," any sacrifices we maeke can only be purposeful if

the war Eeads to a unification of all European states and con-

sequently to a permanent peace." 514‘fl"l IC.
While he is talking, the infernal artillery fire starts

up again and drowns out his pleading, warning voice.

Two years later: Berlin, 1919, We are in the home
of Captain von Z, who has met a herols death., In the living
room his picture, framed in mourning black, occuples a pro-
minent place on the wall, In front of the picture: his two

A v €0na
half-grown sons, Ernst and Bruno, with Eﬁsif;mother. /%ﬂmw&a—am

descents
mabive Qf Alsace,-of-mixed-German-and-French-eneasbuy. —Her—matdar

nnnmrimrvbv*e&uis-Enannh.#
From the conversation of the young sons, we learn

that during the war the family had suffered many unpleasantnesses

becaz:a of thdr mother'!s descent. The older son reacts to this =
o~ A

the ablcod of his mother - and to the death of his beloved

father and the defeat of the Reich, with a tremendously heightened
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and intensified sense of nationality. He is filled with
a passion for revenge, the need to avenge the death of
his f?ther¢a£ﬁ&3§us wipe out the disgrace of the family
(114 faobhemis Pebueh blood) as well ss that of ‘his
country.

The younger son, Bruno, reacts quite differently
to the same set of circumstances., He, too, had idollzed
his father and is now profoundly moved by his death, Bub
e asks himself: Was this inevitable? Did it have to be?
And he takes an oath: It shall never happen againl fTﬁ’Tﬁﬁ?
ovharg,. e saya:

"Phe—French-eannot—be—so-vITs, TOF ToLther 's
rol&tinaﬂ_ara~aisn“FrEﬁEan./

This gives rise to the first childish quarrel
between the brothers. Thelr mother trles to reconcile
them,

The development of the contrasting tendenciles
and temperaments of the brothers 1s shown in a few short,
characteristic episodes, First we see them as puplls in
a reactionary Prussien military academy. There, the in-
structors preach the gospel of revenge upon the French,
the "Braditional enemy", and upon "perfidious Albion", ete,
The cadets, most of whom are sons of officers, enthusias«
tlecally approve of these preachments., Young Bruno alone
is beset with doubts that grow stronger as time goes on,
He i1s impelled to put them into words when one of the
military Instructors states point-blank in class: the
purpose of all training and education is to prepare

for another war., At that, Bruno openly rebels and gets

into a quarrel, He becomes involved in a vicious fist=-

fight with a number of his fellow pupils, His brother




Ernst calls him
his behavlor he
father's herole

Bruno

Hlis mother then

to account and says that through
has disgraced the memory of theilr
death,

runs away from the military academy.

sends him to a progressive gymnasium

in Berlin. One of the teachers at this modern school
is a convinced pacifist and a belliever in PanwEurope.
Wounded in the wary the instructor had experienced the
horrors and recognlzed the futility of war. Bruno is
fascinated by the personality and the ideas of this
teacher. But at home, where the plctures of Blsmarck
end the Kaiser still decorats the walls, he nevertheless
has twinges of consclence., He wonders what his father
would say to all this?

Bruno locks himself in his father's study,
gazes at the plcture. of the departed a long time.

Then the lad rummages through the drawers of his father's

desk, finds his last testament - the diary written at
the front.s Earerly Bruno reads on and on and discovers
full confirmation of the words hils favorite professor

hed uttered that very morning. ";S'-‘-!H- _fﬁ_.)

Wie see the progressive young instructor
passionately and thoroughly expounding to his students
the idea of a Federation of European States, By mesns
of maps he shows that European frontliers were never
stable, never permanent demarcations, but were always

in e state of flux and changs. In an exciting talk




he presents moral, economic and political arguments

ln support of the unification of all European peoples
in a League of States. Only by the formation of such a
League can permament peace be established.

"It is the special misslon of a conquered,
gullt-laden Germany to set the magnificent e xample
of renouncing its own national egoism in the Interest
of a far more comprehensive goal,"

The zealous instructor then quotes from
several German classics to prove that the greatest
minds have always occupled themselves with the idea of
a League of European States,

In contrast to this is Ernst's tralning in
the spirit of a militant nationalism, At the military
academy, the young German Republic is venomously at=
tacked; the "Dictate of Versailles" is constantly
held up to the young students as a national dishonor
which must be expunged by another war,

Ernst Jjoins several semi-military mationalis-
tic organlzations, Hardly past adolescence, he is ad=-
mitted to the "Black National Defense Organization";
and though he is only a youth, he takes part in the
battles in the Baltie,

Bruno has studied economics and political
sclence, With a few comradem who share his point of
view, he organizes several democratlic, Pan-European
student groups, Many of the young people become
enthusiastlc supporters of the idea; others dilisapprove

of i1t and reject his thesis. Consequently, there
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are many lively and passionate debates and discussions.

In connection with the condensed blography
of the two brothers, we should briefly outline the
dewelopment of Cermany and of Europe during this
period ~ perhaps in "Merch of Time" style. We should
begin with the oceupation of the Fuhr by the French
army (1923) and the inflation period, take in Locarmo,
and end the sequence with Stresemann and Germany's re-
entry into the League of Nations. The destiny of the
two brothers, Ernst and Bruno, is largely shaped and
determined by political events. Thus, Ernst von Z.
takes part in the anti-French sabotage action in the
Ruhr, and later = with other young nationalists =
becomes mixed up in a murder plot, the ¥ictim of which

is Minister Walter Rathenau., Bruno, on the contrary,

offers his services to the democratic Republie. He
becomes a journalist, travels to Geneva, where he meets
Briand and Stresemann, And here he experiences one
of the solemn moments in his life: with the French
Foreign Minister he discusses the idea of a Pan-Europe
and the possibilities of 1ts practical realization.
Bruno 1s finishing his studles at the Serbonne
in Paris, /maf'g--nemm%mmmmm
his-motherts.relativess~Some~orthem IIve in Paris,
obkers—in-the promi—nm/ We become familiar with the

ldeas and the point of view of ®warious types of Frenchmen.




Many of them are ready for reconclliation with Germany
end desire a unification of all Puropean states, Others,
on the contrary, cannot forget what the Germans had

done to them during the war and let Bruno feel their
aversion to everything German. In Paris, Bruno meets

a charming young French girl and becomes engaged to her.

The young couple tour Europe on thelr wed-
ding trip. Bruno shows his bride the beauties of
Southern France, Spaln, Italy, Austria, Czecho-Slovakis,
Poland, the Scanddnavian countries, Holland and Switzer-
land, The grandiose, immeasureably rich and vari-colored
panorama of the European scene passes before our eyes.
Bruno enthusiastically says to his wife:

"All this multiformity is really an¢ historieal,
a cultural and a geographical unity. The wvarious parts
of Europe would not lose thelr national character if
they were united, But if unification is postponed
much longer, all the nations of Europe will collapse
in a common catastrophe. The mortal enemy of
European civilization is rigid, egoistic, anachronistie
nationalism,"

In Germany, meanwhlle, after the death of
Stresemann, the nationalistic, anti-European movement
steadily becomes stronger and more menacing, Hitler's
star is in the ascendant, The friends of civilization,

peace and freedom sense the seriousness of the situation,

They fully realize: Now 1s the time to act p- or every-

thing will be lost! Unlon now, or the catastrophe

cannot be avertedl




Bruno's friends and several other men in political
end intellectual spheres organize a large meeting to publicize
the idea of a European Federation and to make it comprehensible
to the masses, We witness several getherings, hear delegabes
from various countries, see the joyful reactions of the Berlin
crowds, One of the speakers, a Swlss, points to his own country,
in which three different nationalitiea live peacefully and pro-

ductively with one anothery as a prototype of a federated Europe.

theb~bire~lelever-Foropeanshave Aot Vet DEEN able to ateomplish

wHEtthe-fmericais have Tor T aE T eIy Ionr S CE aEchHTevedy The

spokesman for a group of workers declares that the soclial problem

can only be solved within a framework that includes all Europ;:%\[EEE;f-

a—
What goes on behind the scenes at this Congress is even

more significant., Conferences on the establishment of & European
customs union, a strong internationml judiclary, and a supra-
national army have already gone much further than the public
is aware of, The initiators of the Congress (Bruno among them)
are in discreet communication with the members of the German
Republican government and with representatives of the progressive
elements in the army. Ambassadors, delegetes from other governs
ments, arrive; experts confer, We see airplanes come and goj
approval given to this and that, telephone conversations between
different European capitals, negotiations carried on at the con-
ference table, maps, statistics, figures... The great idea seems
near realization the dream 1s sbout to be fulfilled. TUtopla
almost becomes realitye.

Suddenly, the picture of the "Fuehrer", of the

nationalistic agitator, bresks in upon the scene, He does not




agitate for Furope, but for an aubtarchic "Greater Germany",

and for revenge for a lost war. He incites and lies and be-
witches the masses, Many of the youth, empeclally, are intoxicated
by his promises, and actually believe that he will give them a

true "national sccialismﬂ. Among the enthusiastic followers

of the "Fuehrer" is Ernst von Z. We recognize him in the black

uniform of an S.5. trooper.

Under Ernst's commend, a group of S,A, and S.S.

troopers brutally break up the great "Europe" peace meeting.
Thereupon, the brothers have a violent quarrel, Their words and
thelr voices express their mutual hatred and contempt. 1In the
course of Ernst's long, passionate tirade (he is by no means to
be presented as a dumbbell or a brute), he brings forth all

the arguments in favor of his nationalistic ideology. Ho less
passionately does Bruno advance his convictlons and hopes. A%
length, Bruno's wife, the young Frenchwoman, gets mixed up in
the quarrel., Her brother-in-law, Ernst, insults her and the
country of her birth, His outburst of hate reaches a climax
when he applies to her what Hitler said about the Fremnch in
"Mein Kampf." ("My Battle").

In a heated discussion between Bruno and his wife

following the quarrel of the brothers, we learn how shocked ani
bitterly disappointed she is with the Germans., She had come %o
Germany with the best intentions in the world, and then =~ this
reception! "Ils sont les boches, voila toutl" (They're nothing
but Funs, that 's alll) Bruno earnestly defends his country.

Not everyone is like his brother; and even he acts from sincere

conviction. But millions of others are politically more mature,
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"Don't you remember,"” he asks, "the radiant faces,
the enthusiastic shouts at the recent Congress? And by patlent
work, millions of others can be educatéd to espouse the rational
and the good. Especially in Germany, we mnust campaign for
our idaas!..:iﬂnd they both remain in Berlin,

They remain in Berlin while the fate of Germany is
disastrously sealed. Tirelessly, the young people warn German
workers, German students, German mothers that National Socilalism
will spell their doom,

January 30, 1933, - Brother Ernst, in his attractive
S.é. uniform, is radiently happy as he marches along in the
torchlight parade in honor of the new Chancellor, Adolf Hitler,
Soon thereafer = the burning of the Reichstag and the ensuing
wave of terrorlism, Bruno's name appears on the blank=list, He
is to be arrested. At the last moment, he manages to flee

—

with his wife,

Bruno mekes his home in Paris, becomes a naturalized
French citizen., But he remains true to his Pan&Buropean convic=
tions, to his faith in a "Better Germany," &l though at the moment
the barbarians are in power there,

At the French school where Bruno now teaches, he warns
the children against hating the German people, and spreads before
them the beauties of German culture. On the other hand, he warms
French Basiah politicians and intellectuals against seeking to
make & compromise or coming to an understanding with Hitler,

Any such understanding is out of the question. Hitler's will
to conquer will always unsettle and disrupt the European com-
munity. And the community of Europe is and remains the pgoal,

But before that cen be achieved, Hitler must fall., The world

must oppose him vigorously.
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With his former teacher, a poor amigrerhom Bruno meets
in a Paris cafe, he works out the details of a plan for the crea-
tion of a New Europe after Hitler's downfall., The smashing of
the Reich = which is essentlial - will only be the first step.
Instead of a National German State, which has always revealed
ibselfl as a dlisrupting factor, there will be a loose federation
of several German states, The Federation of European States will
then follow,

"To change frontiers is not essential," is Bruno's
idea, "but it is essential to deprive them of their present
significancess."

Meanwhlle, Ernst has attained high rank in the Third
Reich; at the same time he has begun to see things as they are,.
The first joyous intoxication is over, We see his disappoint-
ment and dissatisfaction gradually and steadily mounting. His
only comfort is that the "Fuehrer" himself doesn't know about
all the evils that exist., Ernst, who has long since lost faith
in the integrity of the regime, still believes in Hitler's word.,
That i1s why, in August 1939, he is still convinced there will
be no war, Hitler had promised to achieve by peaceful means
everything ‘that a "Greater Germany" may need. While the Germmn
troops are on the march to Poland, Ernst and his friends think
it 1s merely a "policing expedition", not a Furopean war. The
declarationsof war by France and England are at first concealed
from the German people. The realization that Nazl-Cermany 1s
at war with the civilized world belatedly reaches the people and
strikes home like a thunderclap. Ermst von Z. 1s ordered

to the West Front to fight apainst France; unwilliﬁgly he obeys.
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We sense that he i1s about to undergo a great transformation,

Through English leaflets and news broadcast by
the "Freedom" radio station = which he had never bothered
about prevliously =~ he learns a number of trutha, For the
first time he now understands how desplicsbly he has been de=
ceived for many years past. Hlis dull mistrust of the Nazi
regime flames into unbridled fury. With several comrades
he organizes a consplracy. One of them recalls that Hitler
has often advlised them to get in touch with the advance guerd
of the enemy. They resolve to make a "peaceful" excursion
to the French lines,

In Paris, meanwhile, Bruno 1s in an overwhelming
dilemma., As & pacifist and a Pan-European he despises wars
as a German, the idea of fighting his own countrymen is al-
most unbearable; byt he is a French citizen, the father of

a French chlld, and an instructor in a French school, And

he also knows. what the war is about and the aims of the war,

He has long known that lasting peace in Europe and the world

cannot be organized so long as Hitler remains in Powar.-v We S-!ﬂ {

Vi,

see Bruno in the uniform of a French poilu.

He is serlously wounded in a bitter battle with the
Germans, With a few comrades he takes refuge in a bullet-
riddled peasant hut hidden in a small thicket, The little
group 1s a Pan-Furopean Soclety of motley types. There is
a Frenchmean, a Czech, a Pole, an Italian, a Spaniard, a
Russian -~ all volunteers. Some of them are wounded; all
are exhausted,

One of them spies a troop of Germans approaching .
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He and his comrades are sbout to shoot when the Cermans wave
a white flage. They are deserters. Ernst is among them,

The hostile brothers meet againi and for the first
time in their lives, they understand each other, They talk =
and 1t is Ernst who says the things his father had thought
and written eighteen years before. Touched by the amazing
similarity, Bruno shows Ernst their fether's diary, which he
has cherished as a talisman., The brothers crouch low on the
shell=torn earth and start to read = slowly at first, each
to himselfy then thelr voices are heard in unison., About
them crowds the group of internationsl soldiers. Fundamen=
tally, they all have the same hopes; the same aims, the same
future., For their aims and their hopes to be fulfilled,
tyrants and demagogues must be destroyed.

Towards the end of the picture, we see a vision of
a happier future: a picture of the Unlted States of Europe
in peaceful competition with the other great nations of the
world - with the Republics of North and South America, with
the British Commonwealth, the Soviet Union, the Asiatic powers,
In a more distant future, all these nations, educatdd in the
ways of peace, at last converge towards one mighty Federal
Union. For mankind 1s undoubtedly destined to advance
towards ever larger, broader, more comprehensive groupings:
from jungle hordes to a World Republic. H.G. Wells, the
English author, formulates what all highly developed intellects
have long understoods:

"Nationalism as a God must follow the tribal gods
to limbo, Our true nationality is mankind,"




TEE UNITED STATES OF EUROPE

Was the present war inevitable? That 1s the ques-
tion millions of people in Europe, in America, in fact every=-
where in the world are asking today, Even more imperative is
thelr question: What will become of Furope, once this war 1s
over? A definitive solution of the proplem of Europe is
being demanded - and eagerly awalted: a genuine solution,
once and for all, It is necessary to conquer Hitler, but
that is not anougﬁr; iore important than anything elaé at
this time 1s the f&;nulation of positive constructive plans
for a new organization of the world.ﬁf}f

The purpose of this pictur;xis not alone to depict
the confusion in European conditionsj nor to prove the guilt of
some individual who may have been primarily responsible for
such a state of affairs, Our film will strive to give drae

a concrete suggeation for
matic form to tie-seluntien-of-the-ides-of-a Federation of

Furopean 8tates , an idea perenially fascinating and as yet
unfulfilled, and to make that idea plausible to a world publiec,
Technological development has long since stamped European
natlonalism and the institution of petty European states as
anachronisms, Moreover, they are highly dangerous anachro=
nisms, for the inevitably lead to war after war, and evenw
tually must bring about the self-destruction of Europe., This
has long been comprehended by the ma jority of rational and
clvilized Europeans, as well as by the ma jority of Germans,

‘\-._q\,.:r ot
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THE UNITED STATES OF EUROPE

Was the present war inevitable? That 1s the gues-
tion millions of people in Europe, in America, in fact every=-
where in the world are asking today. Even more imperative is
thelr guestion: What will become of Furope, once this war is
over? A definitive solution of the problem of Europe is
belng demanded - and eagerly awaited: a genulne solution,
once and for all, It 1= necessary to conquer Hitler, but
that is not enouggzi;ﬁSQE important than anything else at
thls time is the formulation of positive constructive plans
for a new organization of the world.,

The purpose of this picture is not alone to depict
the confusion in European conditionsj nor to prove the guilt of
some individuel who may have been primarily responsible for
such a state of affairs, Our film will strive to give dra=-

a concrete suggestion for
matic form to 4ie-selution-ef-+the-idea-ef a Federation of

European 8tates , an i1dea perenially fascinating and as yet

unfulfilled, and to make that idea plausible to a world public,
Technological development has long since stamped European
nationalism and the institutlon of petty European states as
anachronisms, Moreover, they are highly dangerous anachro=-
nisms, for they inevitably lead to war after war, and even~
tually must bring about the sellf-destruction of Europe. This
has long been comprehended by the majority of rat;onal and

civilized Furopeans, as well as by the majority of Germans,
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Our picture will aim to show that the majority of the German
people who today are suppressed and sbused by a Nazi dictator-
ship, are indeed willing and capable of becoming active mem=
bers of a European family of nationals, We intend to show
that this realistic ideal = the ideal of a European Federa-
tion - was actually on the verge of becoming a reality at a
definite moment in history. But this movement, which was
necessary and right, was grievously disturbed by the streng=
thening of German nationalism and the establislment of a
Nazi dictatorship, At the same time, the best Germans have
always lmown - and knmow more clearly today than ever = that
the Third Reich can merely be an interlude, an ignominious
episode in the history of the German people and of Europe.
The agpgressiveness of the Hitler regime has led to catas=
trophic events which will not retard the development of a

United Europe, but perhaps even hasten 1ts realization.

The action of the plcture starts with a scene in
the first world war of 1914~18, On a hilly lookout some=~
where at the front, or in some other exposed position, a
few German officers are conversing during a short lull in
hostilitlies, They are discussing the war situation, One
of them, Captain von Z,, moves away from his comrades., Seated

on his camp stool, he starts to jot down a few notes in his

diary. His comrades laugh at himj but he justifies his seribbling

by saying that his diary means a lot to him,
"I want my two sons to read it whem I am no longer
here, For I have a feeling that I shall never get out of

this gruesome war alive,.."
)
e
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Shocked at the vehemence of his outburst, the other
officers warn him sgainst putting on paper the confused, fan-
tastic and unpatriotic ideas he ocecasionally utters, Otherwise,
he might get into trouble..s To this the Captain replies that
he is no longer afraild of anything, More important to him
than anything else is thet his sons should be informed of his
thoughts and ideas after his death, In his opinion, this war
is a ghastly anachronism, a Furopean c¢ivil war, This insight
has come to him, a Prussian officer, through his horrible ex-
periences at the fromt.,

"From now on," he declares to his amazed brother
of ficers," any sacrifices we make can only be purposeful 1if
the war feads to a unification of all Furopean states and con-
sequently to a permanent paau:.

While he is talking, the infernsl artillery fire starts
up again and drowns out his pleading, warning volce,

Two years lateri Berlin, 1819, We are in the home
of Captain von Z, who has met & herofs death., In the living
room his picture, framed in mourning black, occupies a pro=
minent place on the wall. In front of the plcturet his two
half-growd #ord, BrustYesd.Brung) With EheIF pether. ﬁbo—&o—"
native of Algace, of Mﬂiﬁ“mmm,mr malden
neme is obviously French, / _
From-tHe “donveFsation 6f the young sons, we learn
that during the war the family had suffered many unpleasantnesses
beca :gkpf thir mother's descent. The older son reacts to this -
/éh_& blood of-his-mother.«/and to the death of his beloved

father and the defeat of the Reich, with a tremendously heightened
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and intensified sense of nationality. He is filled with
a passion for revenge, the need to avenge the death of
bis father and thus wipe out the disgrace of the family
(his mtherfs;‘é;;éif;’élood} as well as that of his
country,.

The younger son, Bruno, reacts quite differently
to the same set of circumstances. He, too, had i1dolized
his father and is now profoundly moved by his death, Bub
#» asks himself: Was this inevitable? Did it have to be?
And he takes an oath: It shall never happen again{_/':ru—m*«
oblery, Hé sayst
rm,.ug_hg;ggwws/

This gives rise to the first childish quarrel
between the brothers., Their mother trles to reconcille
them,

The development of the contrasting tendencles
and temperaments of the brothers is shown in a few short,
characteristic eplsodes, First we see them as pupils in
a resctionary Prussien military academy, There, the ine-
structors preach the gospel of revenge upon the French,
the "Praditional enemy", and upon "perfidious Albion", etc,
The cadets, most of whom are sons of officers, enthusias-
tiecally approve of these preachments, Young Bruno alone
is beset with doubts that grow stronger as time goes on,
He 1s impelled to put them into words when one of the
military instructors states point-blank in class: the
purpose of all training and education is to prepare
for another war, At that, Bruno openly rebels and gets
into a quarrel, He becomes involved in a vicilous fist-
fight with a number of his fellow pupils, Hls brother
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Ernst ealls him to account and says that through
his behavior he has disgraced the memory of their
father's herolic death,

Bruno runs away from the military acadenmy.
His mother then sends him to a progressive gymmasium
in Berlin, One of the teachers at thls modern school
is a convinced pacifist and a believer in Pan#Burope,
Wounded in the wary the instructor had experienced the
horrors and recognlzed the futllity of war, Bruno is
fascinated by the personality and the ideas of this
teacher, DBut at home, where the plctures of Bismarck
and the Kaiser still decorate the walls, he nevertheless
has twinges of consclence, He wonders what his father
would say to all this?

Brunc locks himself in his father's study,
gazes at the picture: of the departed a long time.
Then the lad rummsges through the drawers of his father's
desk, finds his last testament -~ the dilary written at
the front, Earerly Bruno reads on and on and discovers

full confirmetion of the words his favorite professor ?L_}({
L -1

haqd uttered that very morning AA La ﬁ'f. é; ,fﬁ+\?1
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We see the progressive young instructor ~~ X/ 7

passionately and thoroughly expounding te his students
the idea of a Federation of European States., By meens
of maps he shows that European frontiers were never
stable, never permanent demarcations, but were always

in a state of flux and change, In an exciting talk




he presents é.nml, economic and political arguments

in support of the unificaetion of all European peoples
in a League of States. Only by the formation of such a
League can permament peace be established.

"It 1s the special mission of a conguered,
gullt=laden Germany to set the magnificent e xample
of rencuncing its own national egoism in the interest
of a far more comprehensive goal,"

The zealous instructor then quotes from
several German classics to prove that the greatest
minds have always occupled themselves with the idea of
a League of FEuropean States,

In contrast to this is Ernst's training in
the spirit of a militant nationalism., At the military
academy, the young German Republic i1s venomously ate
tacked; the "Dictate of Versailles"™ 1s constantly
held up to the young students as a national dishonor
which must be expunged by another war,

Ernst Joins several semi-military mationalis=-
tic organizations, Hardly past adolescence, he 1s ad=
mitted to the "Black National Defense Organization"j
and though he is only a youth, he takes part in the
battles in the Baltiec,

Bruno has studied economics and politiecal
sclence, With a few comrades who share his point of
view, he organizes several democratic, Pan-European
student groups, Many of the young people become
enthusiastic supporters of the 1deaj others disapprove
of 1t and reject his thesis, Consequently, there
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are many lively and passionate debates and discussions,.

In connection with the condensed bilography
of the two brothers, we should briefly outline the
development of Cemmany and of Europe during this
period = perhaps in "March of Time" style. We should
begin with the occupation of the Ruhr by the French
army (1923) and the inflation period, take in Locarno,
and end the sequence with Stresemann and Cermany's re-
entry into the League of Nations, The destiny of the
two brothers, Ernst and Bruno, is largely shaped and
determined by political events, Thus, Ernst von Z,
takes part in the anti-French sabotage action in the
Ruhr, and later - with other young nationalists =
becomes mixed up in a murder plot, the wiectim of which
is Minister Walter Rathenau, Bruno, on the contrary,
offers his services to the democratic Republic. He
becomes a journalist, travels to Ceneva, where he meets
Briand and Stresemann, And here he experiences one
of the solemn moments in his life:t with the French
Forelgn Ninister he discusses the idea of a Pan-Europe
and the possibilities of 1ts practical realization.

Bruno is finishing his studies at the Serbonne
in Parts, / the eoquaintance of -a—few-of
his mother's rela ves. Some of them live in Paris,
othurl.inwthnmpnnuina;gay(wa become familiar with the
ideas and the polnt of view of Wwarious types of Frenchmen,
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Meny of them are ready for reconciliation with Cermany
and desire a unification of all European states, Others,
on the contrary, cannot forget what the Cermans had

done to them during the war and let Bruno feel their
aversion to everything German, In Paris, Bruno meets

a charming young French girl and becomes engaged to her,

The young couple tour Europe on thelir wed-
ding trip. Bruno shows his bride the beauties of
Southern France, Spain, Italy, Austria, Czecho-Slovakia,
Poland, the Scanddnavian countries, Holland and Switzer-
land, The grandiose, immeasureably rich and vari-colored
panoramo. of the BEuropean scene passes before our eyes,
Bruno enthusiasticeally says to his wife!

"All this multiformity is really an: historical,
a cultural and a geographical wnity. The various parts
of Burope would not lose their national character if
they were united, But if unification is poatponed
mach longer, all the nations of BEurope will collapse
in a coomon eatastrophe, The mortal enemy of
European civilization is rigid, egoistic, anachronistie
nationalism,"

In Germany, meanwhile, after the death of
Stresemann, the nationalistiec, anti-European movement
steadily becomes stronger and more menacing, Hitler's
star 1s in the ascendant, The friends of civilization,
peace and freedom sense the seriousness of the situation,
They fully realizet Now 1s the time to act = or every-
thing will be lost] TUnion now, or the catastrophe

cannot be avertedl]
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Bruno's friends and several other men in political
and intellectual spheres organize a large meeting to publicize
the idea of a European Federation and to make it comprehensible
to the masses, We witness several gatherings, hear delegabes
from various countries, see the Jjoyful reactions of the Berlin
crowda, One of the speakers, a Swiss, points to his own country,
in which three different nationalities live peacefully and pro=-

ductively with one anothery as a prototype of a federated Europe.

zinhhmnriuan rises and, with dry humor, expresses his amazement
that ‘the "clever Europeans” -have not yet been able to' accoupliah’}’

h&;_zhuﬁluoeéaanu have-fortunately long since aohiaved,/ The

spokesman for a group of workers declares that the social problem

—

r—

can only be solved within a framework that 1nc1uﬁ%s all Europe. V

What goes on behind the scenes at this Congress 1s even

more significent, .Conferences on the establishment of a European
customs union, a strong intermaetional judiciary, and a supra=
national army have already gone rmuch further than the publie
is aware of, The initlators of the Congress (Bruno among them)
are in discreet commmication with the members of the German
Republican governmment and with representatives of tre progressive
élements in the army. Ambassadors, delegates from other govern=
ments, arrivej experts confer. We see airplanes come and goj
approval given to this and that, telephone conversations between
different EFuropean capltals, negotiations carried on at the con=
ference table, maps, statistics, figures... The great idea seems
near realizationy the dream is sbout to be fulfilled. Utopia
almost becomes reality,

Suddenly, the picture of the "Fuehrer", of the

nationalistic agitator, breaks in upon the scene. He does not
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agitate for Europe, but for an autarchic "Greater Cermany”,
and for revenge for a lost war, He incites and lies and be=-
witches the masses, Many of the youth, eampecially, are intoxicated
by his promises, and actually believe that he will give them a
true "national socialiamgo Among the enthusiastic followers
of the "Fuehrer" is Ernst von Z. We recognize him in the black
wniform of an 8,5, trooper.

Under Ernst's command, a group of S.,A, and 5,8,
troopers brutally break up the great "Eurcpe" peace meeting.
Thereupon, the brothers have a violent quarrel. Their words and
their voices express thelr mutual hatred and contempt. TIn the
course of Ernst's long, passionate tirade (he is by no means to
be presented as a dumbbell or a brute), he brings forth all
the arguments in favor of his nationalistic ideology. No less
passionately does Bruno advance his convietions and hopes. A%
length, Bruno's wife, the young Frenchwoman, gets mixed up in
the quarrel. Her brother=in-law, Ernst, insults her and the
country of her birth, His outburst of hate reaches a climax
when he applies to her what Hitler sald about the French in
"Mein Kampf," ("My Battle").

In a heated dlscussion between Sruno and his wife
following the quarrel of the brothers, we learn how shocked am
bitterly disappointed she is with the Germans. She had come %o
Germany wih the best intentions in the world, and then - this
reception] "Ils sont les boches, voila tout|"™ (They're nothing
but Huns, that 's alll]) Bruno earnestly defends his country.

Not everyone is like his brotherjy and even he acts from sincere

conviction., But millions of others are politically more mature,
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"Don't you remember,™ he asks, "the radiant faces,
the enthusiasstic shouts at the recent Congress? And by patient
work, millions of others can be educatgd to espouse the ratlonal
end the good, Especially in Germeny, we must campaign for
our 1deas]... And they both remain in Berlin,

They remain in Berlin while the fate of Germany 1s
disastrously sealed, Tirelessly, the young people warn German
workers, Cerman students, German mothers that Natlional Socialism
will spell their doom,

Januvary 30, 1933, = Brother Ernst, in his attractlve
8.8, uniform, is radiantly happy as he marches along in the
torchlight parade in honor of the new Chancellor, Adolf Hitler,
Soon thereafer = the burning of the Reichstag and the ensuing
wave of terrorism, Bruno's name appears on the blapk-llst, He
18 to be arrested. At the last mpmant. he manages to flee
with his wife, J."! w il ! '

Bruno makes his home in Paris, becomes a naturalized
French citizen. But he remains true to his PansBuropesn convice
tions, to his faith in a "Better Germany," dl though at the moment
the barbarians are in power there.

At the French school where Bruao now teaches, he warns
the children against hating the Cerman people, and spreads before
them the beauties of Cerman culture. On the other hand, he warns
French Smmse® politicians and intellectuals against seeking %o
make 2 compromise or coming to en understanding with Hitler,

Any such understanding is out of the question, Hitler's will

to conquer will always unsettle and disrupt the European com=
munity, And the commmity of Burope is and remalns the goal,
But before that cen be schieved, Hitler must fall, The world

must oppose him vigorously.
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With his former teacher, a poor amigr% whom Bruno meets
in a Paris cafe, he works out the details of a plan for the crea-
tion of a New Europe after Hitler's downfall, The smashing of
the Relch =~ which 1s essential - will only be the first step,
Instead of a National German State, which hss always revealed
ibself as a disrupting factor, there will be & loose federation
of several German states, The Federation of European States will
then follow,

"To change frontiers is not essential," is Bruno's
idea, "but i1t is essential to deprive them of thelr present
significance..."

Meanwhile, Frnst has attained high rank in the Third
Reich; at the same time he has begun to see things as they are,
The first joyous intoxication is over, We see his disappoint-
ment and dissatisfaction graduslly and steadily mounting, His
only comfort is that the "Fuehrer" himself doesn't mow about
all the evils that exist., Frmst, who has long since lost faith
in the integrity of the regime, still believes in Hitler's word,
That is why, in August 1939, he is still convinced there will
be no war, Hitler had promised toc achieve by peaceful means
everything that a "Oreater GCermany" mey need, While the Germmn
troops are on the mereh to Poland, Frnet and his friends think
it 1s merely a "pollcing expedition", not a Buropeen war, The
declarationsof war by France snd England are at first concealpd
from the Cerman people. The realization that Nazi«Cermany 1s
at war with the eivllized world belatedly reaches the pec:pld and
strikes home like a thundereclap, Emst von Z, 1s ordaéﬁd
to the West Front to fight apainst France; wnwillingly he obeys.




13,
We sense that he is about to undergo a great transformation,
Through English leaflets and news broadcast by
the "Freedom" radio station = which he had never bothered
about previously - he learms a number of truths, For the
first time he now understands how despicably he has been de-
ceived for many years past, Hls dull mistrust of the Nazi
regime flames into unbridled fury., With several comrades
he organizes a consplracy. One of them recalls that Hitler

has often advised them to get in touch with the advance guard

of the enemy, They resolve to make & "peaceful™ excursion
to the French lines.

In Paris, meanwhile, Bruno 1s in an overwhelming
dilemma, As a pacifist and a Pan-European he desplses warjg
as a German, the idea of fighting his own countrymen is al-
most unbearable; byt he 1s a French citizen, the father of
a French child, and an instructor in a French school, And
he also knows® what the war is about and the aims of the war,

He has long knmown that lasting peace in Burope and the world
cannot be organized so long as Hitler remains in Power,

-

see Bruno in the uniform of a French poilu, f}ﬂ;fﬂl, u:QL)

He is seriously wounded in a bitter battle with the
Cermans, With a few comrades he takes refuge in a bullet-

riddled peasant lmt hidden in a small thicket, The little

group is a Pan-European Soclety of motley types., There is
a Frenchman, a Czech, a Pole, an Italian, a Spaniard, a
Russian = all volunteers, Some of them are wounded; all

are exhauated,

One of them spies a troop of Germans approaching.

s

P

\==J




14,
He and his céﬁradea are about to shoot when the Cermans wave
a white flag. They are deserters, Ernst is among them,

The hostile brothers meet againg and for the first
time in their lives, they understand each other, They talk -
and it is Ernst who says the things his father had thought
and written elghteen years before, Touched by the amazing
similarity, Brunc shows Ernst their father's diary, which he
has cherished as a talisman, The brothers crouch low on the
shell=torn earth and start to read = slowly at first, each
to himselfy then their volces are heard in unison, About
them crowds the group of international soldiers, Fundamene
tally, they all have the same hopes, the same alms, the same
future, For their aims and their hopes to be fulfilled,
tyrants and demagogues must be destroyed,

Towards the end of the pieture, we see a vision of
a happler fubure? & plcture of the Tnited SBtates of Europe
in peaceful competition with the nther great nations of the
world = with the Republics of North and South America, with
the British Commonwealth, the Soviet Union, the Asiatic powers,
In a more dlatant future, all these nations, educatdd in the
ways of peace, at last converge towards one mighty Federal
Union, Tor mankind is undoubtedly destined to advance
towards ever larger, broader, more comprehensive groupingst:
from jungle hordes to a World Republic, H,G, Wells, the
English author, formulates what all highly developed intellects
have long underatoods

"Nationalism as & God mmst follow the tribal gods
to limbo. Our true nationality is mankind,"
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I thought we may re-write the story,more or less following

1#; : - £
this pattern: ‘,' Z‘_ myw d fa./ j}.,'a 28 e Fwe & 4
e ee—— E L VIR e U il

The "historical prologue" as you have it in mind, §F e

We don't know,in the beginning,how the American branch of the family
has develpped in modern times,The German représentative of the famlly,
however,is the Prussian officer,father of the two lads.lls wife,the
mother of the boys,ls not American as she was in the first version;
but,on the contprery,the resctionary,over-patriotie Prussien type.
So the "bad son" - Ernat - resembles the mother,while Lruno,the "good"
one,rather fevours his father,
The mother,of course,hides the father's pacifistic war dlary from the
sons.Shé 1s possessed by a cruel lust for revenge;educetes the sons
in » nationalistic apirilt,
e may keep the story about the military academy.There Bruno meets
the young teacher with the pacifistic,internationalistlic ldeals.
He is a young man from the French part of Switzerland,active in the
tary echool as a teacher for the French language,He has to concesal
his prograsive idees,le mekes friends with Bruno,and tells him about
his convictions,Brothep Ernst weems finds out whet Bruno and the young
escher are secretly dﬁgcusslngsthia is the scandal.
e tescher as well ss Bruno have to leave the school,.
ther is furious;intends to send Bruno to a more severe lustitut.
lFuno runs sway = te ggtrica.
e watch in a short,c
beet;arrival in Heu-!o:g,rdrst look et the Statue of Liberty ect.
His 1ife in (merica - shing dishes,ect. = lie meets a young fellow
who hes theyname as he himselfaa remote cousin of the "aAmerican
branch." = Flirt snd friendshlip with the fellow's sister,
- Time goes on,Bruno hes a job;marries the smerican girl - his
remote cousine.He keepd,however,a certain contact with Burope,changing
letters with the young Bwiss teacher and even with his brotherf
Ernst,who becomes involved,more end more,in the netionalistic German
movements, (This might Be the opportunity of giving & indirect
sccount of Eupopean political events from 19§é %R to 1830,)
Bruno,while he 1lives in the U.8.,begins to that the
principle of Union Now is the only possibility to seve eivilization -
this principle understood in its double sense;meaning that
a.)the United States and Europe have to come to a closer collaboration,
(He @dsapproves of the American not-joining the League of Ne'ss)
b.)the EBuropean states have to establish some sort of union among them=
selves, - - - Digcussion with his fathep-in=-lesw,an smerdcan who has
been as & soldier in France,is dissppointed about Versallles ect.
(These discussion with an American of the isolationist type are
important.Contrast between the two generations,The father's basically
netionalistic conception,The younger generation believes in interg=
national soliderity:peace and civilization are indivisible, )
«sesBruno and his American wife make a trip to Burope,around 1930,
They intend to propagate their politicel ideals in Hwwe Germany.
- The later perte of the story can followfore or less closely,
the pattern of the outline,first version,(The English and French
cheracters which we want to include,may be introduced without dif=
ficulty,in the last scenes,)

How do you feel about it? = I hope to get soon your new suggestlons,

corrections,additions ect. /
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