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Tentative Story Line
for & lMotion Plcture

oy
KElaus Kann,

in collsboretion with

«rilke Mann and Clarence K.Strelt,

gs the present wer ilneviteble?

*het 1s the question millions of people in gurope,in americs,
in faet everywhere in the world are asking todey. nven more 1
perative 1s their question: what will become of Surope - what
#111 beecome of the world,once this war is over? / definitive
aolution of these problems is belng demanded = And eagerly eswalted
s penuine solution,once and for all, This 1s felt distinectly every=
vhere,strongest possibly in tmerice, ¥illiona of Amerlicans are
pakin hemselves todsy: why did we send our troops to Frence,in
16177 #hy did we declide the lssue of the laat war?iss it all in
vain? #1ll Burope never settle down in peace? <« cuci doubta are
todsv assalling numberless people, lore 1 portent than anythlng
else 1s the formlation of positive,constructive plens for a new
organizetion of the world,.

The purpose of this plcture 1= not alone to deplet the confusion
in Furopean conditlong;nor to prove,once more,tiae guilt of some
individual or group who may have been primarily responsible for
such stete of affeirs, Our f£ilm wlll strive to :ive drematic form

to a concrete sugsestion for a vederation of Huropesn States,repr

fsenting a basis and prerequlsit for later,more comprehensive

international organization. Techndlogleal development haa long

L]




=D
gsince stamped Buropean nationaliam end the lnstitution of petty
ESuropean stetes as anachrmonism, Moreover,they sre highly dangerous
enachronisms, for they inevitably lead to war after war,and eventually
must bring sbout the self-destruction of Burope. Thls has long been
comprehended by the majority of rationel and eivlillized EZuropeans,
as well as by the majorlty of Gemmems the Germen people,who today sre
suppressed and abused by the Hazl dictatorship.

We intend to show that this realistic ideal = the ldesl of a

RAuropesn Federation = was ectumlly on the verge of becoming a reslity
et a definite moment in history. But this moment,which was necessary
and right,was grievously disturbed by the satrenfthening of German
nationalism send the establishment of a Nazl dictatorshlp., At the same
time,the best Germans have alweys known - and know more clearly today
then ever = thet the Third Relch ean merely be an interlude,an igno=

minious eplscde in the history of the German people,

The action of the picture sterts with a short Historical Frolojgue

representing s condensed survey of a family's history through the
centurles by showing some significant moments, =

First plcture:s At the end of the Thirty Iearl:éﬁgfﬁhzn 45;22;3
i1s in a deploreble state of impoverishment and complete ruin,one
member of the family decides to emigrate to the United States,” land
of the Unlimited Possibilities",while his brother prefers to settle
somewhere in Esst Prussia,nesr Kdnlgsberg. They say goodbye to one
another, They want to start a new life,

ie fdllow,with a few parallel scenes,the different developm ents
of the /mericen and the Prussian branch of the famlily, (elways re=
ecognizing the relationship between the estrenged cousins thanks to

some minor corporeal cherascter -« the peculisr form of the lower llp

or the nose.,) = We may watch the representative of the american
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branch,in the early 17 th.Century,settled in New England or New
Jersey,atriving for liberty,making with his fellow-citizens his own
state - while the Prussian cousin serves some petty Gormen prince as
a officer, Fifty yeers later,we see the American as he reeds aloud
to his family the Decf;ntlon of Independance;his Prussisn relative
hss become a soldier of Frederick the Ureat.(The plctures of that
Prusaisn king and George Washington may be shown as contrasts,)

- pnother parellel (or contrast) scene: The mericen cousin is shown
as one of the soldiers on guerd when Lincoln glves the Gettysburg
address, The Prussian,mesnwhlle, & has made his carreer ss s lleute-
nant of Prince Otto von Bismarck.(Contrest:Lincoln-Blsmarci;the
imericen end the German Constitutions,)

The next historical "parallel scene" presents the two estranged
cousins in 1914, The Prussisn cousin,Herr von B,,1s enthusiastic
about the outhreak of the War;sings patriotic songs ect, - whille
his remote relative at New York,Mr,.B,,seems woorled and sorrowful.
In 1917 ,however,the situation has changed, kir.8. nas gone to
furope,as an ordinery soldler, "to make the world seve for Democracy."”
Ceptein von B. 1s et home,for some days on leave, We see him pleying
with his two 1little boys,Bruno end Ernst,and telking with his wife,
Marie-luise,an suser sustere Prussian lady,deughter of e general.
The Captain,efter two-and-s=half yesrs of setive war service,beglns
to guestion the necissity of wer in wmodern tlmes and the truth of
nationelistic slogans. His wife, however,an erdent patriot,contre=
dicts., She firmly believes in Germany's mission "to rule the world,"
There is s rather violent discussion between the Captain and his
wife. Bruno and Ernet watch the frightening scene without understen
ding 1t = :Ernet 1s sitting in nis mother's lap,whlle Bruno stands

¢lose to his father.
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The dlscussion of war and war aims goes on,some weeks later,
between Ceptain von Bs snd his comrades,somewhere on the Western
front, The Captain declseres thet,in his oplinion,0ermany hsa lost the
#ar aince the United Stetes has joilned the Allles, Hls fellow=offlicers
keenly contradict, He moves mwuy from them. Sested on his camp stool,
he atarts to jot down e few notes 1in his dlery, His comredes laugh
at himjbut he justifies his seribbling by saying that his diary means
2 lot to him,
"1 went my two boys to read it when I sm no longer here, For 1
heve a feeling thet I shall never get out of this gruesome war
alive..."

Shoeked st the vehemence of thls outburst,the other offlcers warn
him egainst putting on paper the confused,fantastlic,even seditlous
1deas he occesionally utters.Ctherwlise,he might get into trouble...

To this the Cuptaln replies that he lslno longer afreld of enything.
dore essentisl to him then snything else 1la that hls sons should be
informed of hia thoughts and ideea after his desth, In his opinion,

thia war 1s a ghastly anachronism,as Europeen clvil war, Thls in=

sight hes come to hinm,s Prussian offlcer,through his horrible
experiences et the front,

"From now @n," he declares to his amezed colleagues, "any secris=
flces we meke cean only be purpomeful If the war leads to a unifica=
tion of m all Europesn states,to & closer colleboration between
furope and Americe,and,consequently,to a permasnent peece.,” B He adds
thet the United Stetes of americe should serve aa s model for e
torn EUrope.sss

#hile he 1s telking,the infernsl srtillery flre starts up asgain
eand drowns out his pleading,werning volce. /8 a momentary vision,

we see,on the other side of the front,the Captaln's unknown Amerlcan
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cousin,Mr.B. ,among the soldiers of the /merican artlllery,shotting

egeinst the German lines...

Two years lster: Berlin, 1919. We are in the home of Ceptain B,
who hss met a hero's death, In the living room his pleture,fremed in
mourning black,cccupies a prominent place on the wall, We watch
Freau von B. reading her late husbend's diary. She is shocked,puzzled,
dlsgusted. She considers to burn the rebellious notes;but a remnant
of naturel pilety prevents her from doing so, She hides the dlary in
the desk. Then she calls her sons,Bruno and EZrnat,two half-grown
lads, She explains to them,in s solemn little speech,thst they always
must venerate thelr father's memory;that the Captaln srdently believed
in the final victory of the Fatherland,up to the last moment of his
life;that Germany did not really lose the war but was meanly betrayed
be "the red eriminels" who heve made this horrid revolutlon;end thet
it is the boys' sacred duty to revenge their father's death and
Germany's humilistion upon the diebolic enemies, "inside our own
country and ebrgod."

The older son,Ernst,obviously is convinced and inspired by his
mother's appeal. Brunc,however,reacts quite differently. He,too,
had 1dolized his father and had loved him deerly, But he asks him=
self: Wes his desth ineviteble? Did it heve to be? And he tekes an

oath: It shall never happen againi

The developments of the contrasting tendencles and temperements
of the brothers is shown in & few short,charscteristic episodes,
First we see them as puplls in a reactionsry Prussian militsry
academy, There,the instructors preach the gospel of revenge upon
the French,the "arch-enemy",and upon "perfidious Albion", "faithless
Italy", snd America, "country of the dollar-crazy business men,

ruthlessly exploiting the Huropean tragedy." The cadets - most of
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them are sons of officers - enthusiestically approve of these preach=
ments, There are only two smong them - young Bruno and another led
with whom he had made friends - who feel doubts end qualms. Thls other
boy,Kzrl,1s the son of very poor people,and cherishs vague though
vehement revolutionary ldess. The two friends have lengthy,secret con=
versations,discussing with a greet deal of neivité and passion the
fundamental problems of Peace,Soclel Justice ect, One of the lnstruc=
tors surprises them et one of their nocturnal meetings. He has to
chide them;but he turns to be e nice enough,very understanding young
fellow himself., He comes from the French part of Switzerland,and 1is
active in the militery aceademy as & teacher for the French lsnguage.
The two lads explain him what they were discussing,and the young
tescher gets interested. He aRks them to have hot chocolate with him,
on Sundey afternoon,and in e little Konditorel,all three of them -
Bruno,Karl,and the young Swiss teecher =~ continue the interrupted
discussion. 48 for the young teacher,he firmly believes in the ldea
of the United States of EBurope. He thinks,little Switzerlend - where
people of four different netlonzlities sre living end working together
pescefully - may serve as a pattern to a Burope thst is exhausted,
a lmost ruined by a senseless war. Both his young listeners auree,
elthough Bruno feels the future international orgsnlzation should
be more comprehensive,world-wide,not limited to Burope alone -
while Kerl emphasizes the principal signifieance of the social
angle., Defore they seperate,the young teacher implores them not to
repeat anything he had said to their fellow-pw cadets, "You know
how resctionary and nsrrow-minded people are in this institutel
I would lose my job if they imew ever find out what I'm thinking
ebout their nationalistic slogans..,"
Bruno and Karl conceal their new frlendshlp with the young

instructor. But one day,in s sentimentsl mood,Bruno confides to his
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brother the thrilling secret. (They huave just recelved a letter
from mee theilr mother,with a photo of thelr father'sa enclosed,)
wrnat,however,denounces his brother,his friend Karl and the Swias
i{nstructor to the 4 Colonel, bse highest authority of the mllitary
.cademy. This 1s the scendsl, The two boys as well as the teacher
heve to leave the institute without delsy.

Freu von B. is furious. This means sheme end humilistion to her
dlgnified femily - ect, She intends to punish her wicked son by
sending him to a much more severe school,somewhere in Sast Frussla.
The boy,however,escapes;reaches Hamburg = «nd gets o Jjob a8 a dish
wesher on one of the Oerman liners, He did not succeed in e
finding out where his frlend Karl had gone. The laat word he recelved
before seiling,comes from the Swiss teecher,who wires him frowm

Geneva: "MBomwesmswsp(ourage! The world is open to YOUsss

At New York,the Statue of Liberty welcomes him - and then,a bench
in Central Park;poverty...!le wdlks around, looking for a Jjobjwe aee
him starving,slmost in dispailr. Filnally he meeta a fellow of about
his own age,and makes friends with him, iHe has the same name 08
Bruno,and turns out to be hls remote cousin:the representetive
of the "smericun branch.," {(They two young men also have 1in commun
the minor family-cherascter - homommddmeibagow the pecullar form of
lower 1lip or nose.,) - Tom B, introduces his new friend,Bruno von
Be ,t0 nis femily., Through Pom's father,lir.B, , - whom we have saon,
many evers ago,on the jestern front = Hrunp gets a job, He fulls

i
1n love with Tom's sister,Florence,who 1ls a bright girl,attending
sociologleal end peollticel courses,3he intends to become = Journaliet,
end se time goes on we can wateh,through the medium of her con=

versations, her me reading and observetions,the mejor developments

of worlds affeirs during those post-war years, Florence dlsapproven
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of the Versullles Treaty snd foretells s new and threstenlng lncrease
of Cerman nationslism es a consequence of the defeat, Mr.b., vasks:
“¥hy,then,did we go to Burope? We hoped for a better world,at the
end of this horrid war..."

Bruno,meanwhile, has re-estublished certain contacts #ith his
suropean friends, He has even made pesce with his mother end his
brother Ernst,who preises in his letter the "new patriotic spirit"
of Gorman youth, We see s few chearscteristic episodes of Ernat's
development, After having finished his training in the militery
nesdemy,he joins verious semi-militery organizations,such es the

"Rlack Reichswehr" ect, Though he 1s only a youth,he takes part in

the bettles in the Bealtie, lLater he perticipates in the anti-French
spbotuge acts in the Ruhr,«nd later - with cther young nstionelists -
becomes mixed up in e murder plot,the victim of which is Minlater
#nlter Rethenau., The mild judges of the Welmaer Hepubllie,however,
condemn irnst von B, merely to one yeer in a falrly comfrotable
fortreans, = As for the young Swiss tescher,he hess become a devoted
and active follower of the Pen-iuropean movement, He glves special
courses to propagete his 1deal, We see the young lnstructor passlo:
netely and thoroughly expounding to his students the ldea of a
Federation of Huropean Stetes, By means of meps ho shows that
Ruropean frontlers were never stable,never permanent demarcations,
but were slways in a state of flux snd chenge. - "It 1s the speclal
mission of » conquered,gullt-laden Germany,” = he says - ,"to set
the megnificent exemple of renouncing its own nationsl egolam in the
interest of & far more comprehensive goml.," -~ The zealous speaker
then quotes from several Germen classics to prove thet the grestest
minds have slways occupled themselves with the lden or'n League

of Huropean States.

He welcomes the League of Nutlons - and,especielly,Germany’s




Eéining this institution - es « first step towsrd a more couprehon
aive organization, He attends some of the grest meetlngs al @eneva,
where he listena to the conciliatory speeches of aAristide Srland
and Guetev Stresemenn, The final overcoming of the traditional ante=
gonism between France snd Germany seems to be sell under way. There
are good reasons for being hopeful snd optimlstices.

Kerl,on his turn,hss beccme a militsnt,radicel commua iste. lie,
too,1s in correspondence with his old pel Bruno, Karl assures,in his
letters as well es in hls speeches,that the only possible solutlon

mist come from the Bolshevistic revolution, The class struggle is the

one decisive fector in world history,while the political rivalry
between "imperiulistic stetes" means only e secondary conalderstion.
Xerl worshipes Lenin and his follower,Stelin,as Ernst von B, and his
comredes warship the lesder of German nationallsm and raclal intoler-
snce, Adolf Hltler,

In Germany,after the death of Gustav Stresemann,the natlonulistle,
antl-furopéen movement sngndily becomes stronger and more menaclng.
fiitler's star is in the ascendant, The friends of c¢lvilizetion,peance
and freedom sense the seriousness of the situation, They fully resllze:
Now is the time to act - or everything wlll be lostl Union now =
or the catartsophe e¢ennot be averted]

Bruno's Swiss friend and severel other men in politicel and in=
tellectusl spheres organize s large meeting at Berlin to publigize
the idea of s Europesn Federstion and to make 1t comprehensible to
the mssses. They keenly invite Bruno and hls young American wife,
Florence,tc join this conference. They especlinlly went Florence von
B,to appeer as a representestive of the American youth, Her presence
st the Berlin meeting would prove = the Swiss teacher writes - that

the young people in the U.S, realize the cruclal importance of the
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guropesn problem and are willing to ceollaborate on its solutlon,

The young couple hesitstes: Cen they refuse so urgent an invitation ¥
Florence hes a nice position on a big New York paper., But her bose
flatly declines to send her as a specipl correspondent to the Feneurope
conference: the event,in his opinion,does not have enough "news value,"”
Bruno,however,urges her to asccept, As for him,he 1a willing to glve up
his job for the sake of this trip which seems most lmportent to him,

He feels that,just now,very much if not everything is at stake,for
Germeny, for Lurope,for the world, He decleres,emphatically: "I cannct
go on living here,snd meking some money snd having a good time,while
‘on the other side',in my old country,matters of decisive signiflcance
are golng to be decidede..." Florence agrees, ler father,however,definite=
ly disapproves of their plan, fils great disappointment of the Buropean
developments have led him,more end more,to a strictly isolationist
attitude, "Those European troubles are ndt of our businesal” ect,

He thinks America should not get involved anymore in Europesn affelra,
"They have fooled us once =:that's enoughl key they make tholr Pan=
europe = if they can = ,or mey they go to the dogs., 1 am not interested
ces” Florence has to remind him of the fact that hils own femily,too,
came from Germsny,cebturies ago. Finally the young people succeed in
persuading him. He sgrees to their voysge = slthough half-grudgingly -
and even zives them some money; for he wants "the children” to make s
nice tour through Surope, =~ :"since you insist on vialting that
crazy,doomed continent..." Brother Tom sees the young couple off,

He would like to come along with them, But his sense cof duty - and

his fether's will = oblige him to stick to hls job, He is e sober,
realistic,everege young Americs,who hardly sherea the keen interest
his sister and brother-in-law are teking in world affalrs, Yet he
admires his sister,end defends her polint of view sgainst the father,

"I guess those confused suropesn matters reslly are pretty luportant to
n
UBsesn
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The young couple tour Europe on & sort of beleted wedding trip.
Bruno shows his wife London,Psris,Vienna,end Rome;the be uties of
southern Frence,the Swiss mountains,snd the Bavirlen lakes, They
vislt Holland end the Scendinavien countries before going to Berlin,
The grendiose,immessurably rich and vari-colored panorama of the
REuropean scene passes before our eyes, Brunoc says enthusisstically:

"2411 this multiformity is really =n historical,a culturel snd

2 geogrephicel unity. The varlous parts of Europe would not lose
their nationel chseracter 1f they were united. But if unificetion 1s
postponed much longer,ell the netlons of Europe will collepse in a
common catastrophe, The mortal enemy of Huropean civilization 1s

rigid,esoistic,anachronistic nationalism,"”

3puno and Florence arrive Sm at Berlin, just in time to attend the

great meeting, wWe witness,in thelr compsny,seversl gatherings;nesr
delegetes from verious countries;jsee the joyful reectlion of the
ferlin crowd. The French spesker assures thet there are no pitter
feeling towards Germsny enymore in his country. The spokesman of =&
group of Scendinsvian workers declares thet the sociel problem cun
only be solved within « framework that includes all Europe, This 1in
an opportunity for Kerl,the communiste - who is among the listeners

- to heckle the speaker,emphssizing his own point of view,the
class struggles.. The intelligent workingmen,however,inaists on the
primacy of en internationel or anizstion which should precede any
attempt of ecrerting s new socisl order,

Florence's appesrence snd the werm, honest speech she dellvers,
make the strongest impression., She brings the greetings and erdent
wishes from her Americen friends,snd assures her sudience that teee
progressive,intelligent circles 1n the U.S5. are very keenly con=
cerned with Buropean affalrs and the erucial problem of Zuropesn

unification. 2 speuker from the sudisnce wants to know why jmerica
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hes feiled to join the League of Hations, Florence tries to explsin
the American trend toward Isolation,created by bitter dissppointment
ebout the moral fallure of the World wWar, "But s younger generation
tries to overcome thls sterile bitterness," she exclsims, "#e belleve
in internationel solldarjty as we have drappad this essential truth:

thet Pesce and Civilization are indivisible, A new catastrophe in

Eurcope would inevitably produce politiesl and acclsl chaos all over
the world., #e heve realized that the inspiring principle of Union low
is the only possibility to seve civilization -~ this principle under
stood in its double sense: meening thst 1,) the Huropean States must
easteblish some sort of Union among themselves; 2,)that the United
States of Amerlca and durope have to come to a closer collaboration,

Florence's message has s ntimulating and encouragling effect upon
the participsnts of the meeting.

#het goes on behind the scenes of this Congress 1s oven more
aignificent. Conferences on the establishment of a European cugstoms
unions,a strong international judiclery,snd e supre-national srmy
heve already gone much further then the public is ewere of, The inl=
tiators of the Congress ere in dlscreet communicatlion with certein
members of the Germen Republican government and with representatlves
of the progressive elements in the army., Delegstes from other govern=
ments snd religious organizations srrive;(the religious angle,the
Christian element in this internationalistic ideology mey be strongly
emphesized,) Experts confer, We see airplanes come and go; approvel
given to this and that;telephone conversations between different
wuropean capitals;negotations carried on at the eonference table;
meps,statistics,figures.,.The great idea seems near reallzation;
the dresm is about to be fulfilled. Utopis becomes almost reslity.

Florence,wesmwhile hus a phone conversation with the chlef edltor

of her New York newspsper; (the very man who considered the Paneurope
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meeting "poor news.,") Now,however,Florence's inspired eloquence = and
the iuposing facts she has to offer - convince him that this is really
"e blg affair”,and deserves not meremy all kind of great publicity but
even the eetusl help of the Americen people. He comes in contect with
other influentlsl men in New York snd Washington., Bankers,senntors,
lebour leaders,blshops,the presidents of grest clubs snd organizetions
get interested. The joyful,hopeful excitement in the Iuropean centers
scems to be contagious: It swiftly spreasds over the stlantle...
Suddenly,the frightening picture of the "Fihrer",of the natlons=

listic sgitator,breaks in upon the scene, He does not agitate for kurope,
but for an sutarchic "Grester Germeny",and for the revenge for the
lost war, He inclites and lies and bewitches the masses, Many cf the
youth,especlally,are intoxicated by his fantastic promisesn. among the
most enthusiestic followers of the "Filhrer" 1s Ernst von B, We recognize
him in the black uniform of an 8.8, trooper.

Under Ernst's commend,a group of S,A. end S.8. troopers brutally
up the last,solemn meeting of the Paneuropeen Conference. Parsdoxlcally

- and yet loglemlly enough,Karl and his communiste comrades Jjoin
the Nezl mod in disturbing the gathering. The orthodox left wing -
radicels and the Nagzis fight side on side,esgeinst those who stand Tor
the ideas of Peace and Democracy,
Thereupon,the brothers,frnst and Bruno,have a violent quarrel.

Their words snd their voices express their mutuasl hatred and contempt,
In the course of Ernst's long,passionate tirede - (he 1is by no means
to be presented as a dumbbell or a brute) - ,he brings forth all the
sermuments end sl slogans in favor of his nationelistic ideology.
No less passionately does Bruno advence his convietions and hopes,
it length,Florence gets mixed up in the quarrel, Her brother=in=law,

Zrnst,insults her and the lend of her birth. "those greedy business
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in the United States," - he shouts - ,"heve only one lnterest in
Europe's tragedy -:to meke money out of it..." Ilis outburst of hate
resches a c¢limax when he spplies to her what Hitler sald about Amerlcs

in "Mein Kempf," He finally dares the prophecy that 1in america,too,

matters will chenge,and the idea of the totalitarian,suthoritarlan
Stete will come out victorlous,all over the world. "We heve our sgents
everywhere,even in the United States. Powerful organlzetions,such as
the Bund,are constantly working,agitating for us, Your rotten,decadent
Democrecy is doomed., The future belongs to the Germenliec race and to

Adolf Hitler.,"

Florence 1s shocked,disgusted,bitterly dlsmppointed with the
Germensa, She had come to Germany with the best intentions : the world,
and then - this reception! (Frau von B. even refuses to meet her
daughter-in-law: "americens have killed my heroic husbend.l don't want
to shake hands with one of bhem..!).- Florence,in ¢ spesm of bitterness
and grief,finally cries out: "They're nothing but Huns - that's the
truth,.." Bruno earnestly defends his country, Not everyone is llke
his violent brother and his ignorent mother;and even they act from
sincere convietion., But millions of others ere politically more
meture, "Don't you remember the radiant faces,the enthusiestlc shouts
at our Congress? ind by pstient work,millions of others can be educated
to espouse the rational and the good, HKspeclally in Germeny we must
cempaign for our ideels,.,." And he persuades her to remain with him
in Berlin., She obteins wee her chief's agreement to work in the
german capital as a second correspondent of the New York paper =
while Bruno finds a job as a minor,poorly pald secretary of the
Berlin branch of the Paneuropean Orgenization, He speciallzes him=
self ss a public spesker,addressing,sbove all,the poor and the youth,

They remain in Berlin while the fate of Germany is diaifntroualy
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seerled,Tirelesaly,the young people warn Qermen workers,(German students
German mothers thet "lNstional Socialism" will spell their doom. e
witneas creshes between them who courageously preach thelr pacifistle,
internationel gospel,and the incited adherents of sy ressive nestionalisp
Florence hes a vehement ergument with her own mother-ine-law,whom jhe
in some women's ¢lub she asddresses, Frau von B, first ignores that

the target of her bitter attacks happens to be her own demughter-in-
law, "he weeps with shame and horror when she finally finds 1t out,

- A8 for Bruno,he hes ardent discussion and fights not only with
his Nezil foes,but also with left opponents, lils old friend Karl chids:
him ea "a treitor of the revolutionsry ceuse,a dangerous resctlonary,
e wicked semi-Fascist" ect., "would I get a job through your wonder
ful Paneurope?” shouts Kerl, whereunpon Bruno calmly replies: "Probably
you would, " Kerl,however,inasists that redical soclalism,"the dictetor=
ship of the proleteriste" is the only sound snd lasting solution,
sd,using almoat exsctely the seme words Ernst von B., had used,he
promises: "We shall ghange the worldl Rotten,decadent Democracy 1s
doomed,,." Insteed of the "chosen Germanic rece" he conslders "the
proletariate”™ 1s the coming ruler, He loathes the Nezls;however,
he ahares with them the furious hatred of Democrscy. Ucceslonally,
lazies and Communiste fight side on side,es they did when they tried
to break up the Peneurope Conference, (Un other occasions,hiowever,
they are fighting agerinst each other, Florence's cables to her

New York puper become increeslngly sorrowful and alarming, The cruel
truth 18 that Cermany 18 on the edge of a clvil war... 0ld kEr. B.
cannot help feeling & sort of embittered satisfaction and gloomy
triumph when he studies his deaughter's pessimistic Berlin dlspeteches,
"“pidn't I tell her things would turn this way? There it is,her
magnificent Peneuropel /2 dirty mess - thet's what Hurope 1s,in reelity.
Fortunstely,we Amerlcans have nothing to do with 1t. Nehda-elflses"

snd we better keep out when they geinto trouble sgein,over there..."
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Finally,on Jsnuary 3o ,1033,Florence has to cable the decisive news
of Hitler's sensationel rise to supreme power, Brother Hrnst,in his
attractive black uniform,is radiantly happy eas he merches along in
the torchlight perade in order of the new Chancellor, Freu von H.

shouts "Hell Hitler",with millions of other German men,women,and children

She 1s exceedingly proud of having a son "among those brave lsds of
the S.5." For the first time since 1918,she is reslly happy.

enn thereafter - at the very night when the Reichstag burns -
the wave of terrorism begins, Hruno's name appeer on the black-list,
Hie brother,in a sudden mood of generosity,warns him that he 1s to
be arrested, (Bruno has left the United States just a yesr before
the dete of his becoming s citizen., Consemuently he is still considered
e Gormen subjoct, lee-semq9 This 18 true slso for his wife,who hes Dbe:
come a German ciltizen "by mnrringo.;] At the lest moment,both of them
manage to escape, Karl,however,is arreated by Nezi authorities;
with utmost courage and patience he stands tortures and scorn from
sadistic ruffiena, In all his agony,he thinks of Lenin,5telin,the
Third Internationel,the future dictatorship of the proleteriate -
as o Christisn mertyr,tortured by Aowman soldlers,may have thought
of Jesus,the Mother of the Lord,the Ssints,end the promlsed paradigse.

Aruno and Florence are homelessly errsnt through the countriles

of RBurope. Bruno could return to america,and his wife very urgently
wants him to do so, But he feels that his place is near the frontlers
of Oermany,where 80 many of his friends ere suffering the concentra=
tion camps, lle wants to watch and - if possible - to influence the
events and devdlopments within the Third Relch, He 1s esger to keep
his contacts with the German anti-Nazi underground movement, It 1is
Karl who souggles out of the camp some sensational end horrifying news

about Nazl methods end Nezl eims. Bruno and Ernst have seemlngly found
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a new morasl ground for political collaboration. The profound abhorrence
of Hitlerism they have in commun,connects,once more,the former frlends,
the former f008..s

Florence has lost her job with the New York paper,as her boss
had decided: "There are too many horror stories in the imerlcan papers,
it becomes s bore,in the long run, Mo news value," - They are poor.
For a while,they enjoy the hospitality of Bruno's old friend,the Swiss
tescher. They happlly live in his little house on the Leke of Ueneva,
nesr that Pelece where Sriand and Stresemann used to discuas a better
future of Europ@.ss 1hey are not allowed,however,to astay 1n Switzer=
land longer than a few months, #e see them in Prague,ln Amsterdam,
in Paris,doing humble work,sometimes even starving. Florence shares,
without ever compleining,bitterness and hardships of exlle, lier fether
cepsed to send hor money,after having implored her to come back.
iven Tom,her brother,is upset and angry sbout her stay in Europe.
He advises her: "Come back,and bring Bruno slongl There 1s plenty work
for both of you in this country. We heve our own difficultlies,our own
hopes, Why do you waste your time and energy in Europet" But she answers
him: "I understand - and I sppreclate your point of you, 1 reslize the
tremendous significsnce of americen affelrs. I cannot belleve,however,
there will be peace on earth end a solid hope for a decent life,unless
we succeed in establishing peesce end lasting order in Hurope.”

Finally Bruno finds s job in e provineciasl French universlty,as
a teacher for the Oerman langunge, Florence is sctive in the seme in-
stitute, lecturing on English and fmerlcan literature, They uake friends
with several colleszues;especially with a young Frenchmen,professor of
historyjen Italian exlle,and an Englishmen., These four ropresentativen
of the major Huropeen nations end the American womsn form something
like a miniature league of nations, Sometimes,the Swlss teacher shows

up,and participates in their zeslous discussiona about the future
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Kuropean State,its relations to smerica,the moat prouising mesns
te avoid the wer,to fight Hitler ect., /galn and egeln,Brunc has to
hear and to snswer this question: "How is it possible thet the
Germen people sccept and tolerate this monstruous régime?" Bruno
tries to explein that meny Germens,if not the majorlity of them,
suffers under the Hitler dictatorship;but that any attempt of re
volution is doomed -~ es long ms liitler has and ruthlessly uses the
sctusl power,the weapons, But the others insist: "Those men who
woar the uniforms and use the weapons = they ere humen belngs too,
after sll, Whet do they feel,those S.A., and S.8. men,those lielchs=
wehr soldiers and boys from the Hitler Youth,when they get orders
to persecute helpless Jews,to commit atrocitles against political,
religious,or politicel minorities?" Then Bruno hardly knows what to
answer, For he 1s puszzled,slarmed,perplexed himself «:Whet do they
feel? - And he thinks of his brother...

Krnst hes made a nlce carreer in the Third Relech, .t the same
time he has begun to see things as they are, The first joyous in=
toxication 1s over. We see his diaapfolntmant and dissatisfaction
gradually and steadlly mounting., ils only comfort 1s thut the
" piihrer”" himself doesn't know sbout all the evils thet exist,

Thet 1s why,in *hmhéﬂigﬁﬂ, he is 8atill convinced there will be

no war, For Hitler hnq'_ promised to achleve by peuceful means everys
thing that o Ekenter Germany"” may need, Yet he goes through £ a
erisis of doubts and quelms, In the compuny of Karl - who had been
relensed from the concentretion camp as he faked being converted
to Nuziism - he listens to the 1llegal news broadcest by the

" preedom” radlo station = which he had never bothered about pre-
viously -~ ,end lesrns a number of things, Frau von B, ,however,
surprises the two young men whlle they are heering the fortiddon

newa, She definitely dilsapproves of such dublous dolngs,snd reminds
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her son of "what he owes to the memory of his heroic father." The
legend of the Ceptain's srdent patriotism and mllitary glory still
dominates the family life...

The Berlin-Mcscow Pact comes 48 a tremendous shock to Frau von B,
and her son as well as to Kerl., They are depressed and bewlldered,though
for different ressons., Karl,for the first time in his life,feels cer=
tein quelms about Stalin's supreme wisdom and reliableness = whille
mother snd son,for the first time,begin to waver in their feith in
Adolf Hitler's mission. For Freu von B. had regerded the "Fihrer",
sbove all,as & formideble bulwark against the "red danger",that’”Jewlsh-
Aslatic conspirsey of beastly murderers“- Bolshevism...How cun she
gresp the confusing news of the Soviets,all of a sudden,being the
Reich's friend and slly?

4hile the German troops ere on the marcn to Poland,Ernst and his
friends think it is merely e “pollcing expedition”,not e kuropean wer.
The declsrations of wur'zgfh Fpance and England are at first concealed
from the German peoples The prealization that Nezi-Germany 1s et war
with the civilized world belstedly reaches resches the people and
etrikes home like a thunderclap. Ernst von B. is ordered to the West
Front to fight against the French. He obeys without enthusissm. Lven
his patriotic mother feels sorrowful. She recalls certain utterances
she had heerd,many years ego,from her husband when she saw him, for
the last time...She regrets having told so many lies to her sons about
the father's sttitude and convictions, Perhaps he was not so very much
mistaken,after all,..What did he really believe in? Wasn't there some=
thing like a diary or last will, found smong his belongings? She
sespches the dusty drawers. She finds the diary. And she reads...

The night before he has to leave for the vest Front,Brnst sur=

prises his mother in the Ceptain's studio - which was not used for
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for = long time, She tries to hide the compromising document - :too
late;he has seen it, He spends his last night st home reading his
father's warnings and %ee prophecles.

This is the beginning of Ernst's transformation.

In France,meenwhile,Bruno is in an overwhelming dilemnma. As a pacl=
fist and Pan-European he desplses warjes a German,the ldea of fighting
his own country-men is almost unbearable., Yet he slso reallzes what

the war 18 about and whet must be its aims, He has long known that

lasting peace in Europe and the world ecennot be organized so long as
Hitler remains in power. After s few hours of painful wavering,he
mskes up his mind end leaves his modest home to walk to the city hall:
He has decided to put himself to the disposel of French authorities,
as a soldier or for eny other sort of job they may consider adequate
for hir, #hile he rushes through the streets of the small French
town,however,some people recognize him,and they Sdemm shout st him:

"sale boche! Volléa le sale bochel"

This is too much,he can't stand it, He spent hie life Dy fighting
German nationalism - and this is the responsel He collapses,cries,
speaks of sulcide, This time 1t 1is Florence who hss to comfort him -
ps he comforted her when she was insulted,in Berlin, "You have to
take it," she says. "It's just a misunderstanding. They are ignorant
people,end they are embittered,furisted because they must go to the
wer, They wanted no war - they loathe 1t, But German aguressiveness
forcefl them to leeve their wives and children...They forget that
there is enother Germeny,and that people like you represent 1t."

She reminds him of the promise he once made her,that Burope must
be free and united like the United Stetes of Americe. "That 1s the

severe path that leads to our grest goal.,"




aPle

Encouraged and comforted by his wife,he remsina cal: and quiet, even
when the French officials appesr to errest him, There 1s order frow
Psris - they explain = to srrest every German citizen in France,at
least for the time beinge...But hls friends from the unliverslty succeed
in liverating him,elready after £4 hours. Tney unﬁe given their words
of honour to the suthoritles that Bruno 1s s reliable,liberal men, ged
not = Germen spy. Moreover,the French professor,who hes good connectlons
in Peris,s«s obtains a specisl permit for Bruno to join en Internstione]
Legion in the French srmy,where Germesns in principle are not admitted,
Je see Bruno in the uniform of e French poilu;Florence in the white
costume of a nurese.

He 18 seriously wounded in e battle with the Germens, #ith a few
conredes he takes refuge in a bullet-riddled pesssnt hut hldden
in a smell thicket, The little group is an Internetional Soclely
of motley types., There 1s a irenchman,an Englisimen,a Czech,en ltellsn,
a Pole,a Speniard,s Russisn - ell volunteers, Some of them are sounded;
all ere exheusted,

Thoey welcome enthusisstically the arrival of Florence,who has
succeeded in finding out her husband's hiding place,helf Dy good
luck,half led by the instinet of love, The soldlers greedily drink
the ten snd the wine she offers them;while they are relaxing and
chattering - in many different idioms - Bruno is busy reading the
letters Florence hnd‘just received from "home" - from Amerlece,

Her father,this tlme,seems to be lmpressed and touched by his deugh=
ter's courage and determinstion - although he still disapproves of
her opinions, Yet he wishes her the best - and so does brother iom,
#ho adds thet he admires her and fully understsnds her polnt of
view. "Perhaps you are right," he writes, "I guess jpesseme tlcre is

w
really something at stake,in this war,which concerns all of us,




ne of the soldlera suddenly sees a troop of Uermens epprouschlng,
e and hias comrades sre about to shoot when the Germans wave a white

flag. They are deserters, Ernst and Karl sre emong them,

'he hostlile brothers,the estranged frlends meet agaln; a: for
the firast time in their lives,they understand each other. They Ts
- and it is Ernsat who esays things his father has thought and wrl
twenty three years ago. S8runo asks him: "How did you discover thess
trathne?® And the brother shows him their father's diary,whilcihh he has

cherlished ae ¢ talisman., The brothers crouch low on the shell-torn
errth,snd they astart to read - alowly et firstiesch to himself;then
their volces are heard in unison, About Them crowds The groups r
internrtional scoldiers, Fundementally,they ni@ all have the aa

hopes,the same sims,the seme future, For thelr erimes and thelr hopes

to be fulfilled,tyrants and demagogues must be destroyed. Karl declares
"1 confess that 1 wes mistaken. It 18 not one class or one country
ton/
that fesewdd lead mankind to hspplness;but the good will,the peaceful
colleboration of all countries,ell cleanses,"” - Saya Ernst von B, :
"] wous mistaken, There are no chosen races or chosen leeders, lhere
only are humen beings, They should stick together...’

Towardas the end of the &cture,we gsee a vislon of & happler future
emerging from a flood of tesrs and blood., The reasonasble,necessrry
Union finally is esteblished,between the different Huropean States
and between FKurope snd America. For mankind la undoubtedly destine
to sdvence towerds ever larger,broeder,more comprehensive grouplngs:
from jungle hordes to g World Republie,

The late Prussien Captain guoted in his diary e strikling word he
once found in a book by the English suthor H.G.Wells:
"Netlonalism as a God must follow the tribsl gods to liubo,

ur true netionality is menkind,"




