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SPHINX WITHOUT SECRET

Outline of « Book

by
Erilke end Kleus ¥unn

thE*

PROLOGUE: TWO LETTERS

1.) October, 1944... B.X¥,, U.8, Wur Correspondent, stutlioned

~t Amchen, Jerminy, to Stuff-Seryeant K.k,, U.S. Fifth Army,

" comewhere in Itsly." ... £, for the first time in the "old
go'ntry" efter cn absence of ulrost twelve yearse, describes her
initisl impressions. Anticiputing = swift rdvince fto Munich (the
hometown of the two uuthoru?, sne wondera whit m.y huve huppened
to the "old seny" there -- all those writers =nd «rtists she
nsed to know in pre-Hitler dsvs but of whown she loet treck during
the vears of the Nazi re; ime, She refers to "Escupe to Life"

-= & book on Nermsn intelleetusls in exile -- ~na suggcests thet
she »nd har brother write = kind of sequel dexlin. with the past
axreriences snd present activities of those who stuyed behina,

©,) Ney, 1946,.. S/S.t. K.¥., Soldier-Correspondent of The Sturs
end Stripes (Mediterraneun Edition), on Speciul Duty in Hunieh,
Germeny, to Miss E.M., Pucifie P.lisad~s, Cu1lif, ... while E

hsd to return to the U.S, (where Pether Thomus 1s about to cele=
brate his 70th birthd«v), K was trunsferred from his former out=
Fit to the editoriul steff of The Stars und Stripes in Rome und
is now Ycoverin;" Germany us = speciu]l correspondent of that
military journal, ..., He describes to his sister the niyhtmarish
aspect of their former hometown -- the misery, the destruction.
The fumilvy ome of the Mamn, too, hrs been hit by an Allled bomb:
there 1s nothing left of the onece ststelvy fiesee structure but

4 hollow fugede, u charred shell, ... On un open belcony, just

in front of whet used to be K's room, n strenge glrl has arrunged
somethin: like a primitive "home" for herself, A curious conwer=s
setion developa between the American msoldier who spent his child=
hood in this nowv ruined building, end the ®"displuced" young
wom:in who hus tuken refuse thers, for wunt of eny other shelter,
The ;irl discloses to K what happened to the house under the Nezl
recime; It wus employed 58 one of those Eeculinr establishments
"for the propszgation of the Nordic rsee." In u crsuxl, mutter-of-
fect feshion, the girl relutes how feir-hsired friulsines «nd
recinlly immucnlute SS men were mated here for the purpose of
produeinz ndditions 1l cennon fudder for the insstiuble fiihrer, ...
Whtt un axtrrordinary countrv where the "requlesitioned" homes

of poeta snd thinkers :re used for breeding experimentsl ...




n-gqn

K, walking throu.h the hleak end deserted streets of once-beaukb ¥~
ful ¥unich, cunnot help wondering about the strange charscter o
his former countrymen. #hat about the msny artists and intellec=
tusls who used to frequent the hospitable house on the Isar River?
Did they know what kind of "ontertainment”™ was being offered 1n
the very rooms where they had once enjoyed themselves in 2 more
civiligsed munner? And where are they now? It seems all but 1w=
possible to loeste any of them in this maze of debris and rubble.
The blsck, empty windows of the stricken buildings sture st the
wenderer. ... Are there live men hiding in these ruinst who sre
they? What do they think? what sre we -- what is the world to
expeot of themt What 1s the mecret behind this sphinx-like silence?

I THE SPHINX

This shapter is to present and olerifv the basie theme of the
book., What 1s the present state of mind of the Germun people in
general and, in perticular, the German intelligentsiat whet, 1f
snything, has remsined intaoct of Germunvy's ansient culture? Whst
ve lues und traditions have survived the twofold cataclysm of
Nazism and Wer?

There ¢un be no doubt that those questionas have & vitul bearing

or the future of our civilization, For 1f it is true thmt 5 power=
ful end aggressive Reich will inevitably become & danger to Europe
and the world, it is slso true that an.intellectuelly and morslly
parulysed Germanv eannot but breed disaster, Europe will not re=
cover from the shock of the past ten years, as long s 1ts very
center 1s occupled by » vacuum,.

If the survival of Hurope depends on the eventusl rehsbilitation
of Germeny, the future of that particular nation depends to «
large extent on its most enlizhtened, most responsible cl-ss -~
its intelligentsie, The question of what happened to Germany's
leading scholers and edusators, artists and inventors, 1s there=
fore of gener:l interest ~nd importence.

Surprisin: lv emouih, it is not e-sy »t ell to find out what the
Germin intelleetus ls were doing during the prst fourteen years

or what they are doing now. We enesountered wore diffioulties in
traeing onr former friends and asscclates in the occupied Reich
than we did when desling, in "Eseape to Life," with the where=
abonts tnd astivities of our fellow refugees, Those who failed to
escape but preferred the seeming seeurity and prosperity of the
Third Reioh to the risks and hardships of exile, have now & re=
marikible tendencv to hide snd to lie, to forget or concesl thelir
past, to brush off inconvenient questions.

This chapter will describe how we suceeeded, in spite of obstacles,
in trscking down those seeretive, evasive charaoters, Travelling
extensively in Germany during the past three yesrs -- in U.S.
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uniform or es civiliuns, introdueing o rselves under ouwr own n me
or "in disguise” -~ we hzd ample opportunity to revive old con=
taots snd make new cenuaintances,

The following chupters nre offered as & summury of ouwr findinas,
+n inventory of the moral =nd intellegtusl forces we were able to
discover 1in postwur Cermunv.

1I RELIGION

Religious faith as an element of resistunce under the Nasi regime:
the role of the Protestant s«nd Catholic opposition. Also == to
stress o lens pleusant aspect of « complex situstion -=- some re=
marke about the extreme nationaliem of the Germsan clergy, Cardinsl
Preysing of Berlin as «n exponent of the nationslistic wing; Car=
dine]l Puulhaber of Munich &8 an exponent of anti-Nazi Cutholiciem,
vse This chapter is to contain, «s one of ite muin features, an

e l:borate portrait of Pustor NiemSller dwellirg on both his past
record end present activities (particulsrly his recent leeture tour
in the U.8. end its politicel impliestions)., ... Another repre=
sentetive of Germsn Protestentism to be dealt with in a detsiled
manner 18 the 3wiss theolegiun, Kurl Barth -- the most importent
reli.ious thinker, perhaps, in modern Burope. lieving spent the
years of Nazism in his nutive Switserland, Berth is now sctive

as 3 teacher and preacher in OJermeny ag-in.

The coneluding part of this chapter is to be devoted to the ever
topiecxl, ever p:inful subject of snti-Semitism -- still very much

nlive in Cerminy today,

III EDUCATION

Alnoast ten years sj;o, ome of the auythors of this book tried to
snalyze, in a study entitled "School for Burbariand," the edu=
cationu«l methods of Nagism, The question we will anttempt to enswer
in this chupter is whether those schools for barbarians huve been
replaced, in postwar Germuny, by a more civilized, more constructive
type of d&ag ped:y ouism, Unfortunately, the situstion we will heve
to describe does not look too encouraging., The shortage of tech=
nieally quslified and politieally reliasble teschers; the seurcety
of sdoquute school books; the Eoor physicel and mentszl condition
of German yYouth -~ 11 these disturbing, baffling elements, and
many others, are to be discussed in this context. Some cr1£1c11
passages will have to desl with the eduentionsl poliey of our Milim
tery Govermment (1f ¥.G. can boast any such thing aus &« pollevy in
edusstiona]l mattersl), But however :lcomy and = larming the outlook
muy be on the whole, we shell muke & point of reuistering and
stressging snv promising fact or symptomg any sign of good will,

The second hulf of this chapter is to desl with German universities =~
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concentruting (ss it will be ovr poliev in this whole pert of the
book) on the wemtarn and, more espeeieslly, the U,S, zones of oescu=
pation, Heldelbery, ¥unich, mand ¥erburg mey serve s churuoteristic
ex«mples, The peculinr leck of env clear line or purpose, the intel=
lectu: 1 confusion «nd nihilism will have to be stressed in this con=
text, “8 On OLher OCCHBIONA, ... Among the scudemic lemnders to be
singled out sre the krest philosopher, Karl Juspers, in Heidelberg
(roveotted by the Nazis on soecownt of his Jewish wife und his libersl
views) and the celebrated historisn, Meinecke, wno, ut the sge of
80, showild more coursye and steudfsstness than mont of his younger
colles:ves, ,.. There will be o srecirl pessa.e on Gérman physioists
eand "etomic experts" -- those working st home us well us those
~otive in other countries,

IV LITERATURE

This churter is likelv to become the longest one of the book, us
litereture, in Germenv o8 elsewhere, 18 the most sicnificent end
represent.tive rmrnifestation of eultural life, While plain Nazi
stooyes (&nd there still «re plenty of them sotive in Germeny to=
duyI§ mev be disposed of with s few sentences, it m:y be worthwhile
to dwall or the more corplex paycholoyy of such tu lented oprortu=
nists s Novelist Ernst Gluser ("Juhr.eny 1902") «nd of mueh dunger=
ously muddle~hesded romanticists ss FE[IEnopEor Ernest Jilnger --
both cf them leadin, literary f{i:ures in our Occupstion Zone., ...
Another fescin.ting, 1f depressing, ornse to be discussed in detsil
is that of Gerhert Huuptmann, modern Germsny's Trestest drunetist
who snld ouwt to the Negis snd recentlv died in misery snd molitude,
s«s A more impreamnive fi,ure is Kienrda Huch, B3-yvyeur old poet und
histori:n =- one cf the few conterporury Oerm:un writers (if not the
onlv. one!) deserving our full respect, (Detuiled deseription of
the visit we reid to her in her home st Jens, in the Russiun Zone.)
ees Ariother much-quoted, if more problemstiosl, Germ:n unti=Nazi
nthor tc be deslt with ¢+t lenyth is Ernst Wiechert, Althov.h an
spdent p triot snd rigid conservative himself, wiechert come twice
in conflict with extreme Germ:n nstionslism -- first under the Nuzi
re.ive; then, more recently, in the “de-Nurified" Relch, His
esutious nllusions to the colleective sullt of the Jermen nution
nnti.onized the »llegedlv "repentant" und "reformed" OQerman pub=
lio, Wiechert == in 1940 a murtyr; in 1945 the hero of the literary
seene in Sermany -~ 18 today u«n embittered exile in Switzerland,

To be pointed out: the complete «bmsence of sny new literary move=
ment. Contrast to the luat postwur period with its noisy but
stim:lstin;: literarv expariments,

Informstlion ubout new publishing houses, megazines, etec,

Criticism of our (non-existent) literary policy in occupied Ger=
manv: Americen officiels -- missing their best chence of promoting
demoeratic lde«s =~ deo nothing to stimulste literary life. Churacter=
igties lly, no booka h7 Oerm:n refugee writers nre savuiluble in
Germeny todsvy,

Tvows there, transition to the complex 1asue of the relationahip




-B=

hetween exiled German writers (most of them now citizens of other
countries) und their former collesgues in the Relch, Little contaect,
Hostility on the part of the Germans, Only two refugee writers of
eny reputuation ere working for the Allies in non-Russiun oceupation
rones, (Carl Zuckmsver for the U.S.,; Novellist Alfred D8blin for the
Prench.,) .., German literary milieus do not really want literary
refugees to return -- except in some very exceptionul cuses., Example:
Cermen writers want onr futher to give up his U.S. citizenship und
come back to the "old country" where, they ar;ue, his prestige wonuld
be useful to the "PFatherland," To be discussed in detsil: recent
controversy between Th.K, and group of semi-Nazi literstl calling
themse lves the Inner Emigration (Welter von kolo, Fyunk Thiess, etc).

-

V MUSIC

Standerds; of musicol life =2till corpsr:tively high: not even Hitler
60114 destroy time-honored musiecsl tradition in Germuny., GCood
opera productions, concerts. (Survey of most important musical
orgzanigzations.)

In this field, 1like in all the other domuins of crestive culture --
lack of wou tulent. The musical scene domimsted by the ™grand
01d men.” Poremost amony them: Richurd Struuss., Interview with him
st Mimahbeses Girmisch (Upper Bavaris) to be deseribed in detsil,

(His staggering selfishness und diserming naiveté, Complete sab=
sence of soclal or politicel conacieusness,)

Other composers to be presented: Franz Lehar -- = chsrncter from
another ers, livin, in & curious dresm world of buls mssqués, cham=
pegne suprers, cute little comtesses, deshin; lieutenants and
fatherly emperors, ... Hins Pfizner lmﬂ:hor of the opere ‘Gt
"Pulestrin:") -- not very well-known in this country, but in=
terestin:' both as & musiciuan and us a churaeter, (A vicious reuc=
tionary ~- snd =n inspired romendioc. Bilioue, arrogant, hysteri=
eallr nutions listiec, but a«t the same time cnltured =nd sensitive:
in short, a tvpics1l Cerman ertist...)

The impressive urray of greet virtuos! who played for the Filhroer:
Wilhelm Furtwhdn.ler (a sicrnificent snd churnoteristic cese, to

be discussed in detaill), Conductor Clemens Krtusa, Planists Edwin
Fiseher, Wilhelm Backhesus, Zlly Ney, Glesecking, etc. (The deliecste
prohlem of Denwu 2z 1 fication 1in the sphere of srt, al=
luded to on previous occesions, may be elesborsted upon in this
psrticnlur context.)

An irpertant seetion of the music chapter will hauve to be devoted

to the intrigulng cese of Richard Wagner, the idol of Germun
n:tionslism end s genius enjoying world-wide popularity., Deseriptien
of 4 visit to Bayreuth &and u conversation with Winfried wuagner,

ti o corpnser's daushter-in-law and one of the most funatie devotees
n® the Filhrer,




VI ART

To bs emphesized -- here es on previous occasions -- the contrast
between the present sterilitv and the srtiastic bhoom following world
Wer I, In 19193 the heetie vogue of Expressionism, Dedalsm, ete;
now, conplete stagnation. ,.. The public still inclined to ascept
the N:zi notions of "deyenerate uart," "culturul Bolshevism," snd
s0o forth, Experimenta]l urt unpopular with the Germun musses,

tE¥the Kollwite
rost of the old guard dled (Max Klo!)\ﬂoﬂa, Burl:ich etc) or left
Germuny (George Orosz, Maux Beckmenn). Youn: talents (if there ure
enyl) follow the example of their literary colleagues and speciulize
either in a sort of 1dyllic escupism (lundscapes, love scenes in
the old rominfic manner) or in a more timely but ruther depressing
form of upocalyptic reslism (eir raids, buttle flelds, etc). ...
The fow survivors of the older genersation (Karl Hofer, René Sintenis)
oontinue to work along their sccustomed lines. ... Description of
s visit to the sculptor, René Sintenis, in Berlin. A youny aAmeriecsan
buys & statuette from her -- for a surton of cigarettesl

From there, transition to the unsavorv theme "Black Art Market,"

GIs »nd U.S. civiliana rurchesing Baroque sculptures, Gothic tupestry
#nd modern peintings for cundy bers and esnned butter, ... On the
other hind, the Termuns were in the hubit of emeaslng art tressures
on »n even larger scale und without payini even w8 puch «8 s pleee

of chocolete, Some remarks nbout the Nuzl urt eollegtions und
"heautiful apoils" (us Janet Flsner ealled them in The New Yorker),

VII THKATER RADIO PRESS FILM

In the sphere of the theater, the contrast between the boom of the
enrly Twenties und the present buarrennesa aven more striking,

Leck of both new plays “nd new szctorse, No insapired directors; Mux
Reinherdt ha# no suecessor, Best Berlin productlons are weik re=
Eetltinns of pre-Hitler putterns. Some brilliant uetors of the

0ld yusrd." OQutstanding smong them -- vursatile, sophisticsted
Gustsf Orfindgens, "the Germun Noel Coward." Formerlv married to
E.M, Huving been discovered by Mux Reinherdt, he becume luter s
favourite of Hermunn G8ring and something like ¢ theatrical eoszar
in the Third Reich, The Ruassians firast arrested, then released him,
The resent triumphsnt come~buck of this indestructible climber
to be described in deteil, ... Anothur colorful figure among the
"old=timera” -- Emil Jenninga. Our M visit to him, The once
wor ld-fsmona movie atar invents i Jewish grendmother and an anti-
N:z1 record,

Dnee -- the yrest fashion ufter the lust wur == much less populer
and less lively now, Venerable "revolation:ries" like liaresld
Krongberg snd ¥ery Wi:hman (the litter b.dly compromised e
08 o~ militeni Nezl) sti1ll ere the leading figures,

F11lm, hendlerpped by technic:ul conditiona. Russiun planzﬁto
reylve the UFA. The Bauvariun EMELKA prodnees news reels under
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UseS, wuspices, Americecn film offiscer, who meant to sncoursge pros
duetion of Jerman film, could not find an sdequate script., anti-
Nazl films (even so cwuutious ones us the Swiss production "la=t
Chenee") urpopulsr with German masses,

As for redio and press, our Information Control Division hses triec
its very best to purify snd revitalize those mediums of "enli hten-
ment and propagands" -- formep ly abused by Gosbbels -=, not withont
compapstively irstifving results, The radio prozrams, even thou.h
f.r from being very originul, are in general on & faulrly hich level.
There is practically no eensorship -- a fuet of which the Germans
sometimes take udvuntage: Cormsn brosdcrsts are not slways free of
enti-Allied erscks und jinzoistic slogene, ... The same ias true of
the neo-Cermun press; vet it hss to be sdmitted thaut some of the
newly eastahlished papers -- for instanse, the Americsn-licenced
Berlin "Taaes-Spiegel"™ -- cen compete with any metropliten journal
anywhere in Europe. (Notably successful ulsc the Amerisun-operated
"Neue Zeitung" in Munich, fonnded by Hungsrisn-born Novelist Huns
H=be.)

VIII THE IRON CURTAIN

While the preceding chapters were primarily, if not exclusively,
dealing with econditions in the western snd southern zones of ogcus=
pled Germeny, ve will now try to ems lyze the cultural policy of
the Ruseians, dwelling in perticular on those festures ir which
their erprodach differa from ours,

In contrest to our authorities, the Russians fully appreciuste the
prop:gandistic potentialities of culture. While we lesve cultursl
initiative to Germens (who don't ume it or use it for dubious pur=
poses), Russiepns atimulate, direct, supervise cultursl uctivities -
erploying trufli-worthy Germans (Cormunist intellectusls who apent
the pust twelve vesra in the Soviet Union) as their egents end
tools, ... Outstanding smong repetriated Communist writers: Foet
Johannea R, Becher; Novelist Thﬁggnr Plivier; Playwri:ht Friedrich
Wolff, Becher in charge of power'Kulturbund, s cultursl orgenisation
pblishing monthly magezine, Der dufbau, arrenging exhibitions,
leeturee, shows ete,

Cur impressions of cultur«l 1ife in the Russian Zone., Theater and
concerts in Leipzig, Dresden, Weimar, ... Visiting the Goethe House
in Weimsr, sccompunied by Red-Army officers. ... Tulk with the Dean
of Jena University, ... Attending classes in eountry schools, ...
Newspapera and rudio more lively, more provocative in the Rusaiun
Zone *hsn in ours =-- hut strictly propagandistic,

IX CENTERS OF GERMAN CULTURE OUTSIDE OF GERMANY

If the cultursl scene in postwar Germamy is rether on the blesk
snd desolate side, certein traditions of Germuniec culture hrve
survived &nd &re being develcoped in other contries which do
histories 11lv not belong to the Reich -- notsbly Austris and
Switzerland.

{
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yisiting Vienna, we £4nd the Austrian intellestuals more conscious
o} thelr own eunltursl leyscy «nd mission thin they were before the

» sasconluas,” Signs -- however modeat snd muddledl -=- of & coming
vaustrian Rensissance,"” More tulented young writers, urtists,
pastciens in Austria than in the Reich proper; more cultural ini=
t1stive. (New megazines, experimemtul Lheaters, atc, 3zmples.)

.. Pluns for & revival of Salsburg FPestivuls. Sulgburg vs, Bayreuth,

5imilur impressions in the Gernhn-apsakin# pert of Switgurlunds there,
too, emphugls on "gound Swiss tradition,” in contrast to intel=
lestu:1l tutelige of Greater Jermany. Danger of provinelulism and
complacency, but &1so promises of & well-bulunced, truly popular
culture continuing ocertain German traditions without the typleelly
Germen hysteris end Arrogenge. ... Conversation with Hermunn Hesse

-~ embodying some of the finest qu«lities (but ulso some of the

more problematical testures) of both nations, _

X GERMANY AND EUROFE

G-rmany toduy ¢ culturel vechuum (nihiliam ss the inevitable ulfter=
mith of Naugism) --: the S8phinx without = secret, ... fliow are con=
ditions in other Europe«n countries? Condensed survey of cultural
forcas =nd tendencies in Franee, Itely, The Low Countries, Seun=
dinsvi., Czecho-Slowakia., ... Conolusion: morul und uesthetle
atinderds in thoss countries, too, unbelsnced &nd confused ("Bxis=
tenci lism" -=- the Germsn-insplired movement of the French vengusrd
-- 8 8 typlcal sumple); bdbut more intellectusl inteyrity und
crentive ime.instion there than in purelysed Germany.

Coniitiens for reuwskeniny of Eurcopesn eulture (spurt from poli=
tic-1 snd economic considerations): Firat, Germun intellectusl
{mperi:1ism, Nazi spirit hes to be overcome, exterminsted --
thoron:hly, once snd for s1ll. (This concition hus not been ful=
f11led e yet, 8s the case of "existencis1lism" exemplifies only
too clexrly.) Second, Germun culture -=- pur,ed of its objectio=
noble elements == hus to becoms &n wetive fuetor agein and plsy
its lecitimute end indispens:ble role within the fremework of
suropean civiligstion, If Burope needs u politicslly end econo=
rieully stuble Germany -- it needs culturally uctive Germany
8 well,

(In these ooneludin, pessages the tgsne of Pan-=-Europe

mav come in, if only in &n indirect way, a8 an aspect and pos=
aible snlntion of the cultursl rrohlem, The question, "Pan-Eur -
Now?" eennot be mnawered in the xffirmative -- not even In the
Tnterest of Europesn culture, to say nothing of any political
coraiderations, The cnltursl und moral state of Germany, if nothing
else, sne ks decldedly uguinst the remlization of such & scheme,
for the *ime being. It will be necessury, however, to underline

in this context both the rundementu 1 unity of Zuropesn eivili=z
sation (P:n-Zurope must =nd w 1 1 1 mnterinlize, eventuallyl)
gnct the vital signifiennce of Germany's contvibutien, in the past
ond -- we hopel == in the futurﬂt)

.1.




