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BACK FROXM SPAILN

by Briks and Klaus Mann
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merely sensing, that these people are invincible., They have
faith in the value and roal_significanes of this fight 4 they
have to a degree that oumpéii rolﬁeht, anulrcd the eapacity te
suffer j and, what in this war against the Faicist Allies/ is of
jnestimable worth, they are united, One must see them consorting
with sach ether, thess Snaniards of all parties an tendenciesf,
One must have heard for one's self how highly that voung
Communist chauffeur talks of Negrin the 3pX Soeialist, and sesm
the Besques kneeling down at Mass to pray God that he may send
viotory to the armies of the " Red " fatherlanc. One must have
been standing there when the d:th-dealing planes come soaring ove
the cities j one must have visited the fronts, the traing, the
%Xz ships, *the hospitals, the ministries and tle popular soup
kitohens, Only then it is possible %o understsm that this war,

tm atak of which is BO much more than the mere destiny of ENE
a nation, cannot be lost, will not he loat. JoY, gratitude and

amotion mkgxmmingle to make up the state »* mind that
{mpresses one with the truth s namely that so long as & single
towmship in Spain flies the Republiecan f1sg, {t will be held j
that so long as & single vineyurd, a sing}a oilve plnntatlon
g single hillock X= remains manned by the soldiers of the
Republiec, Franeo will not be able to claim vistery and the
civilised world that stands 1dly dy will not stop wondering

at the wonders that come to pasB.
“na very oxistence nf ladrid as it stand

today, as it works and lives .nd fights, 18 juat such &
wonder, We wenti around tre 3:::1:::1:1xx:uzlxtxxih:tx:

university quarters of the olty where the homeric axkkuXbattl




of the autumn of 1936 were fogght; another wonder No man, even
if he be utterly insensible to the heroie side of a fizht for
freedom, c¢an see this plesce and realise that an overpowering
enemy force tried to smash its way to vietory through these
gates, anl still lies in ambusg just outside, and not confess ;
this is indeed & miraocle,

We had opportunity to see andi to speak RyRxzymS
at some length with a man whom histnry-ﬁlll reckon among the EEXXEN
gaviours of Madrid . fis nnme is Ortega and he now commands an
army corps. In the sactor held by his corps, there appeared alse
one day the leader of the Army of the Centar, general Casado, of
whom even the Faseists say that he {s a great man, He was it
teacher of many of *hem j lola was among his pupils, though it
wa3 not theras ols learned toff massacre women and childrem. This
cultured, sympatheiie aml gensitive man is ashamed of his
former pupils ; but is thrills with pride at the thought of
young men who, two years ago hardly knew what & rifle looked
1ike, had never seen & staff map, never cons‘ructed a trench,
but who today stand by and defend thelr country. He 18 proud

and justly 8o, of the voluntesrs of the International Brigades
who, in those early days, were the deeiding alement and in the

opan field, on the Jaramsa river, fought the enemy's army to &
atandstill/ after & 1ong period of alatmingly quiock advance.
on & hill syverlooking the river there gtands a monumert. We

reached it atter an hour's drive along & wretohed dusty

country road }§ casado wanted to see it, It is just a simple

grove, put unforgettadvle 1 & 7fist of stone held up against the

sky., You can see {t from afar. 1t bears &i ipscription s " The




18th Brigade to the {nternational Comrades and Heroes whe fell
in defending the Republie . February 1937. " A small wooden
oross further down on the hillside reads 1 » fere 1lies buried
the 16th battalion, " We staed there , heads bent g for it
{3 all that remains of 700 young Britishers who died here |
700 voluntears of whom not one survived, Bul they held the yass
and now they 1ie hare and peyond the 1ittle cross that marks
their resting plase & huge fist of stone rises to heaven.

As we write our hearts are full of the

thousand eplsodes of this heroie reality we have ssen j plotures

that *ime will never effase from our memories. 48 would 1ike %0

relate all Wwe have seen, put the jmpressions W€ have received

are t00 many and toe vast, am Domx it 18 all too close to

us still j the details are all merged ad bdlurred | terrible

details migled with others that ar® almost funny, touching
details dovetalling {nto atrocities.

One may ask 3 has life beroom® sad in the
great cities of Spain 9 German and I1talian bombs have
jsstroyed houses j but beside their wreckage children are at
play. Al night the streets are dark ad desad j but of an aften

pretty girle
-0on Illxl’ixlllll.Wlndor throughf them, laughing and
talking and f1irting, And tie girls are amartly dresseds
A band is playing a merry dancing tune for a Tea Party
cheek by jowl pe side ruins whence but shortly terribly
mangled bodies were dug out from psneath the wreckage. These
things we have heard and seeén. And so we can bear witness
that in the capital oities of Republican Spain, in Madrid,
{n Barcelona, {n Valencia, 1ife goes on, neither lethargio

nor hyper-nervous, but oalm on the whole and at times




1it up with a certain grim gaiety that is not devoid of
defiance,
We were greatly afriad the first time we heard

the air-alarm sirens in Barcelena. They told us it meant that
hostile planes were over the eity. The Fascists were om the hunt
after the lives of men and women, their favourite kimd of sport.
The searchlights atretched out their rays over the dark heaveas
looking Xmx for the murderous death-birds, We heard the dull
bark of the anti-airoraft guns, And a while lalsr we learned to
distinguish other sounds g the whistle and hiss of ths bold as
{t outs the air, the loud, piercing erash of tre explosion, the
dry Toar of a erumbling ¥ building. There i3 1o sign of panie
among the oivil population. All are of one mind 3 that these
alr attaoks on open citiss are an infamous fom of brutality
hut one which, far frem weakening the morale or combativenesas of
the people, utﬂn%hlml al stirfens them in thalr gpirit of
ragistance, T;ugh theres are places, akmen expoied for too long
a time to theferecity of the Fascist bombers, where the only
answer is the g tillness of deathe

This stillnoess o death we ancourt ered at
times even in the clties. Tortosa i3 70 mara 3 nothing but
a chost-filled heap of ruinas, end yati 1+ 13 dnfended still bY
the mmimk tough and watehful anuy of the Republic. It is
11 terally true to say that of Tortosa there i{s not left one
gtone o top of another j it is a2 axample of what a human
o 4 gettlement looks like after 1% has been touched W the

ruthless hamd of Fasolsm. AS, N one uni‘cr:r,atta.hle night,

. we wandered through this city of tre dead, WO reflected




" This is what a1l Spaim would look 1ike if Franco and the

mighty men who stand behind him had their way if Spsin refused

to let them rule over 1t. They acoomplish this work of destruction

{n cold blood and then they dare to put the blame on the " Reds %.

The " Reds " | That is, the army of the regulaT, lagal jovernment,
in some of the smaller placss 1ifae is

g tagnat, but it concentrates all the more golourful, vivid and

alive in the pig cities. RBarcelona, the geat of Govarrment,

overflowing with refugees, presents the most Dusy and exciting

asneot § valencia, which despite ti® menace at {ts gates has xept

a great deal of 1ts southerm chalm, 113ht-haartsdnnnl and galetys

is the most solourful of the thres capi tals. Madrid 18 the one

shers 1ife 1g aternest amd most pathetic for it is 8180 tre

one whaeh gave the axample of powerful, suacessful resistance.

Peopl e guffer much in these citioes and we were
witnesses of many of these qufferingse There are Iy . |

worse than the perils of war } the {mpoverishment of 1ife, the
dally miservV. 1t is a facl that many people put up with the
bombardmert 8 mMOTE easily than with the one triflinge circumstance
that you cannot get cigarettes, AS for the prnblem of food, 1%
raaghes the proportions of & oalanity. But these things are borne
with patienss, an Gy should it de necessary, will continue to be
porne, [here are somé who &are tired and disillusioned and
embittered, and we met some of these to0 1§ but they form &
minority. There can be no doubt about that, for wars they no
mere minority, the miraele of resistanee that has alreddy lasted
two years, wonld not be conceivable.

In appearancs the 1ife of the gpanish

nepublic has been ermoverished 3 that is on the surface, for




its inwar
life has becoms fuller and richer., Apart altogether

from war work
s Deople are w
orking sk extracordinarily hard, and
in thes midst of war many remarkabl
] e works of peace are being
accomplished,
Just tak
ey e ona instanes 3 the saving, storing
and eataloguinzg of
guinz of art treasures that lay in museums, convents or
private houses e
xnosed to bombardment, That surely is a eultural
work of t
of importance, The reactionary press hag from the beginning
asserted, with its custemar
’ y zmocmix disregard for truth, that
Soain was beingz plundered of its art treasures that were being
gent to Moscow as payment for war material., The truth is that
thes art treasures have been carefully collacted together and,
as far as posaihla, nlaced in security. They have heen catalogued
.nd even in nart ragtorad, In the National Library and in the
Prado ( which incidentally has suffered from repeated

bomhardments ) in vadrid, we saw Works of art that were

trapgures of inestimable value, New masterpieces, unknowm

vefore, have been discovered, for instance Grecos. rhe " Red
ngrbarians " guard jealnusly'tha great heritage of tne

nation. These same " Qad narbarians " have further

undertaken to do away withthe slur on trs Spanish name that

a large proportion of its {nhabitants could neither read nor
In the of ficers' training schools Wwe had occasion

who bnt a year &£0 could

write.

to talk oo X KN X IR to young Wen

not read and who now concern themselves not only with

ques tions nf strategy, -but even sf whilesonhye The

resnonasible leaders of ths Repnhlie are men whe have a sort

of pnedagogical pride, He who has conversed with Senor Alvaraz

del Vayo for instance fasls that this i3 not me rely an able

¥inister of Foreign Affairs, hut a man nT {ntense culture




;h:::r:: ::n:::t:.t:lluatun in the best sense of the wowrd,
eat are heart and soul with te Renublie
have been of greai service, Iatellectual 1ifa is therefors bhv neo
means at u standstill, but on the contrary it is develnning
at a notable rate, We mat Lhae publishars of literary reviews ( for
{nstance that excellsnt " Hora de Hspenz " ), and young nlaywrights
who are writing plays ror bthe theaters Junst a® the be.ck of the front
For instance Rafael Aloerti, the idol of dnanish youth, a young
{ntellectual who radiates aunch anthousism that 1t sweens the mannas

along with it, All enmublisan 3pain reads nis works with avidity

and anpreciation, lhe nesnls has folt very deeply that this war will

ha won not merel y with vifles ~nl planes, but with the intellect

and with hooks.
aranfa nf thalir

Anti-faselats have to give

7ort» in manv directionm 3 not onlvy {n the fisht that has been

faroad on them, but alsn nositively, “hooueh decds nf mmanity, thw

redazrorie effort, through the sopirlt,

5inaa leaving (ermeny ( that 1s, for aver five

years ), W8 Nave 1ived and toiled in many lands. [+ was not

.97 i e d . I de
glways an easy 1ife, nar very fail of hona, snds ad onmrades

were digseninated a1l over thae aarth, Tn8ae who Tell or lingersd
i 1ed no ones to show@ them an

1y the wayoide in di scourRKKericL v

: axce
axuomle, to Wm

Soain has

{+= them to hattle, %O

no ziven them that

noint to “he oannaas of vietorys

exarmlse which we have just raturned

"hin journey from

has been no nlag mre trin, butxl"‘ms laft delD marks in our
hearts, We learnad XX nf hideocusness We had not kno¥m helore,
We aonsorted with misery and devastation. Yel -nis too is trues
gor the fimst timn aince we wece driven intd 4z1la w8 had the




feeling that wa could win, that we would winm, We haw seen the
psovle of SpainfiMLifg vattling against the enemy of its
1iberty, The enemy that is also ours, That is an expereinee
that nothing, not even the lapse of many years can tear out

of our hearts, It is the fineat thing we have sesn and falt

in exile,




