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Dear Herbert,

Yanur letter, addressed to the Berrmesnm-Flscher Verlag at Stock=
halm, reached me here -- almost mirecnlonsl-wl -- just a fuw dsvs
gan. What a plessant surprise! Yes, 1 hed heard about wou in
Ital~ throi.h Herbert Fleischer and other fri=nds; but the last
ave'!lable news wes that of wour forcible (and nnfortunate) in=
dnction into the "Wehrmacht." Nobhodw seemed to know what had
nannened to wvou since that time. Sc I am g1l the more clad to
have now some first-hand information, It was good to learn that
wou are still slive and in zood health and 'nchanged, as far as
~our handwriting and vour stvle asre concerned. lNes félicitations!

And I? Well, I was en American soldier, a veritable GI, for three
vears or So. in December, 1943, 1 was sent overseas -- first to
North Africa, then to Italy. I have seen most of the Italien cam=
paisn, from Naples to Bologna. Later 1 was tresnsferred to The
stars and Stripes, Mediterranean Edition, snd stationed in Rome
as a staff writer. In this capacitvy I made mv first trip to Ger=
many, just after the end of the war (from Mav to July, 1945).
guhsequentlv I ot mvself demobilized 1in Italv and steayed in
Europe as a civilian correspondent working for American psapers.

I spent some time in France, Holland, Switzer land, Austria, and
mede a second trip to Germenv, from which I have onlv just re=
+urned. I was in the British Zone, too. Had I only known vour
eddress, at the time of mv visit there! It would have been charming
to see wou again, after so menv vears,

And nn~ there are once more 8 continent and sn ocean between nus!

[ vave just arrived here, coring from Itelr, via New York., I em

with m~ parents and with Erike. My father, ss vou may have heard,
vas been nuite seriouslw 111, but he 1is much better now. All of

ne are working -- mv father on his new novel (the life storv of

a fietitious German composer: auite a curions and arresting literarvw
venture); Erika, on a book about Germanwv under Allied occupstion;

I, on varicus things -- a plav abont ghost, spirituelists, end

the end of the world (a most topicsl theme!), & book on Rome,

the German vesgions of books 1 have orircinallv written in English...

Are vou doing any literarv work? Let me kmow.
And is there anvthineg I could possiblv do for vou? I may trvy to

send vou a packege, but I em not quite sure whether it ean be done,
from the U.S. to the British Zone.

iIn anv cese, I sm loocking forward to hearing from vou agein.
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And Rudolf... To vou, his death must be an a1l mwewe loss -- snd

to me, too, it came ss anite = shock. Nhat en inssne, abominsble thing
to do =- to kill so sweet and irnocent an old man! Whet a world we

are ‘living in! What a time! And what new crnel ordeals and sdven=
tures the coming vears mev have In store for usl




