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The Bedford,
New York City
Oct., 21, 1937

To the Bditor of the Richmond "Times-Despatch”,
Richmond, Virginia.

Dear 8iri=

That was a nice coincidence: I come to Richmond, Virginia, for the
first time in my 1ife -~ just for ome day (and & very pleasant day it was) -
and find an editorial in your paper concerning the prophecy made by my Father,
Thomas Mann, in his preface to a new periocdical "Mass and Wert" in his opening
egssgy to the first number: the magazine appears in Zurich, Bwitzerland and also
in variocus english translations in different places.
The last sentence of your editorial closes with a questicn mark., "Is Dr.
Mann predicting that the dictators are to be overthrown by the inherent moral
tendencies of the masses?" And it is this question mark which seemsto give me
opportunity and reason to reply in & few brief words.
Is there are "moral tendency" really inherent in the masses? I answer:
Yes -~ and believe that I am speaking as my Father would do when I utter this word.
Of course there is also a dangerous i m m o r a 1 tendency in the masses., It is
only a questicn which tendency is to be paedagogically promoted by the intellectual
"glite" of the epoch. What good does the cheap pessimism of the gifted writer
Oewald Spengler hslp us, in the long run? With great emphasis he preached the
dismal collapee of our culture and civilisatlon, and that was not without aethetic
fascination., But whom did these prophecies mctually help? - And I must add that I
am just as much against a shallow optimism, expecting everything from the masse
alone, hoping everything from the mass, as I am against this cheap pessimism. It
is of no use to worship the mass, simply because it is the mass. A man must have
lived through all the disappointments that Germam intellectuals have been subjected
to, at the hands of the mass of Germans, and yet keep his faith in the "moral ten-
dency" inherent in the mass., It is o u r task - the task of the intellectuals -

to keep the moral tendency of which you speak awake, to increase it, and to brinék
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it into the consciousness of the dull, anonymous mass. A man who does no t
belleve in the paedagogical miesion of the spirit among men, has no excuse to
wield a pen,

Very sinc rely yours

Klaus Mann
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