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UNITED STATES ARMY

April 28, 1943

Dear Mr. Vogel,

First of 2ll, my apologles for the deley of
this letter, I trust that you may forgive me
for this rude beheviour = considering the
perticulsr conditions of my present l1life,

Needless to say how perplexed end disturbed

I wes by your note of March 18, In fuct, I
hed no ébea idea that there is any connectlon
between your family and Marc Allegret. If
I hed kmown that he is your son=inelaw, 1
would not heve mede eny stetemenftc abou‘; him
without first heving consulted yous The fhc%
that I sent you a copy of my book on Gide,
proves in itself that I was completely unaware
of this relationship.

I was told by s number of French friends =

or by friends coming directly from Peris =
thet Mare Allegrest hes become & collebora=
tionist. It would be essy for me to indicate
the nemes of at least some of the persons

from whom I received this plece of informetion;j
but I prefer not to drn§danybody into this
argument,Besides, I would not have published
what you choose fo eall my "shemeful imputa=
tions" ebout Mare Allegret, if they hed not
been confirmed in print by responsible imerlcan
journalists,

Unfortunztely, I em not in the position, under
the circumstsnces, to check the profuse mater=
181 (ineluding newspeper clippings) I used
when working on "Gide". Among the documents
gerving me es sources of informetion were
seversl articles desling with present con=
ditions in France = featured in leeding Jfmerl=
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a eriodicals, I am positive that, in one
gfntgose stories at least, Allegret‘s name
was mentioned as one of those colleborating
with the Nazi invaders, Now you tell me that
his integrity is beyond any question end that
nis "attitude end aets, since 1940 until
today, have been dictaﬁed by his patriotlism
end his sense of duty. :
I em puzzled as well es pleased. Plessed, becaus
I always liked Allegret (whom I lmow for many
yeers, if only slightly) and because I am happy
for Gide if he behaves the way you say he doesj
beecause of the contrast between your
testimony end the other reports I hed concerning
the same subjects Thi:hglaztng congggé:tion
roves, if enything, the utter con
grevaiiing 1ngranne todeys Who is e colla=
boretionist? Who is not? In the case of liarc
Allegret, for one, there seems to be & be=

wildering division of opinionsS.ss ém I to
blame for repeating what has been told to
me by trustworthy, unbleased witnesses?

Be thils as 1t mev, I am sorry that I seem

to have hurt your feelings « if only unwitting
ly 80 - and I am sorry, moreover, 1f B my
exposure of Marec Allegret 1s Indeed unfeir
and unjustified, What else do you want me to
sey or to do, st this point? You are free to
bring this letter to publication, if you
congsider it advisable, The passeges about
Marc Allegret's slleged treachery will be
removed from the future editionsof my book
on Gide,

Is this satisfactory to you? I hope so; for

I don't want to leave this country « es 1

mey have to do before long « without having
cgnvinced you of my good will and fair inten=
tions.

S8incerely yours,

Klaus Mann,




