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Kleus lenn
Peulus Potterstreat 16/11
ANSTERDAMN,

5th September, 1048

To,
lre Je van Zaayen
GRONINGEN

Deer S8ir,

This 1s to acknowledge, with my best thenks, the
recelpt of your letter of September 28.

The remsrks sbout kr, van der Pas in my Ven lieegeren
story are based on information I obteined from ususlly
relisble sources, After getting your letter, I consulted
some other Duteh friends who more or less confirmed what
I had been told befores that Mr, van der Pes used to be
a member of the "Kulturkammer" and, in genersl, on good
terms with the Nszis; that he gsve frecuent recitsle at the
time of the Germen occupation but did not eppesar in public
for some time after the Liberation. My investigsations con=
tinve, So fer, I have no reason to believe that my state=
ments concerning Mr, van der Pes ere essentially incorrect
or unjust,

But even if you could prove to me thet some of the things
I wrote are erroneous -- whet would you went or expect me to
do sbout 1t? To spologize to kr, van der Pas? This 1 would
gledly do if I had evidence thst he was not & member of the
Nezi “"Kulturkemmer," did not give recitals under the Nazi
occupation, in short, is not the kind of msn as which he has
been described to me by unblesed observers., Or do you think
it would be a good ides to have a "dementi" printed in TOWN
& COUNTRY, L'AGE NOUVEAU, and the other periodicals where my
story eppeared? I suppose thet would look & li.tle awkward ==
a year after publication of my article! Or & "declaration"
in the daily press -- here, in the U.S,, in France, Belgium,
Sweden, Denmark, and all the other countries where my Van
Meegeren plece may have been published? Wouldn't that be "trop
de bruit pour une omelette"? Wouldn't such & solemn "declaration"
rather be apt to publicize the whole affeir in a menner thet
cen hardly be in Mr, ven der Pas's interest? Besides, the wording




of that "decleration" (if there is to be any!) would
entirely depend on the outcome of the pending investlga=
tion, I 2m afreld I should not be sble to couch ny “de=
menti" in terme very complimentary to kr, ven der Pas, un=
less I have cleer proof of his anti-Nszl record.

Of course, I want to be as fair as possible sbout the
whole affair == especially so 2= 1 am most favourably im=
pressed by the courtesy and moderatlon of your letter. 1f
you really think it desireble or necessary to neve & talk
with me sbout the cese == I am et your diespossl. Frenkly,

I don't quite see whet kind of practicel result such a con=
versstion could have; but it will be & pleasure to meet you
and hesy your suggeetions, Just let me know when you will Dbe
in town and reedy to see me here, in my modest furnished
room == I will alweys be sble to epare half-an-hour for you,
prefersbly in the afternoon.

But please don't bring kr, van der Pas along! Thet would
be embarrassing.

Yours sincerely,




