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approach of barbarism, these were
his thoughis in the autumn of 1952,
not  long  after ‘he had maved
o Switzerland, He wos again (June
28, 1953} decided in his refudal losop-
port either America or R in their
disputes:
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The last two vyears of his life
Brought less preoccupation with East-
West relstions: and an  increised

recognition that s work and per-
somality were being apprecintedin the
United States. He complained of the
tiring effect of public bonours that
were offered him from many quar-
fers, bul evidently enjoyed them oo
In 1955 Schiller celebrations offered
a challenge similar fo thai of the
Gioethe year, and again Mann spoke
in Weimar an well as i West Ger
miany. He wrole 1o his grandson
Frido (April 11, 1955):

at the beginaing of May. the Schiller
celebrutions (n Stuttgart, where | am (o
take part 0 4 kind of minstrels’ wir
with the Federal prestdent Heds | amd
froom there | want 1o go on (o the Reds
in Weimar, and the Wesp Cierman news-
papers will cirse becaiise 1 fnd thal the
penple aver there ane also human beings
atid Chermans, who are happy whén ape
its them and iglls them oo woms
thing aboul Schilies 3
If he bad pot been able o allow
himself the visit 10 Weimar, he said
1o another correspondent, after it wis
aver, he would have fived in vain.
After the end of the war Thomas
Mann's feelings towards Germany
were inevitubly an extension ol the
position he had tuken during the
previoud twelve years. Tt was only
with reluctance that he ngreed 1o visit
the country in 149,  Some of his

misgivings find expression in the
letier of December I, 1948
Reolugees ure not They were
nol loyal to For  amder
Hitler oae  had laval to
Germany ; pow e goeys 1o Switserinng
like Wiechert wnd pers, and 1o
Chacago, like Finwangler. 10 s faugh
ate.

German - newspapers abused their

licence by denouncing Hritish and
American cllzens as * communks "
More food-parcels had gone from
America to Germany than o any-
where elke | the gods only knew why.
unless it was that the Germans
maaned so loudly, He was confident
in Germany's powers of récovery
after the currency refomm (March 29,
1949}, and would heve lhiked the
couniry to remuin unarmed, raking a
neutral position between the rival
greaf powers, After the Goethe cole-
brations Mann believed that his. visie
wis, justified  because it might
hive pglven  encouragemen! (o
“ihose  hord-pressed, better  ele
ments  in Germany " On Dec-
ember 2, 1949, he again  maln.
tained that “all higher and bet-
ter Cierman spirit ™ was in o position
of Y hiner solation ”. That Heinrich
Mann recerved no aocliim from West
Cierman quariers wasa further factor
arousing disapproval. He was indig
nant at the atitude of * this Aden-
auer ™ and “ Ruhr-barons *, in
an industrial dispute  (January 31,
19511, He wrote of the jealous and
spiteful ‘glances which Germans cast
upon the work he had accomplished
since [933 Three years laier he spoke
of West Germany's wish “ 1o live,
forget, enjoy, do business and noi 1o

reminded of tiresome mutters ™.
And again (M

1 know the shamelessness of the o-called
wounger generation over there. It ks no
doubt plag linked up with the ridicu-
lous economic Mourishing of America's
favourite colony = West Germany ™, this
iealent and immoral peosperity  after
shameful deeds which closed with the
rurney w0 hell of 1545 and to recall

which today is aone other than bolibe-
wisk,

But Mann did nol see the siluation
entirely in such éxtreme toims, For

1950, on the * pure und noble will
and ** spirital decency ™ that he was
aware of among young Germans,

It i onderstundable that in hia
comments on Hieratifre and the ans
he should not ske an expsrimental,
wvant-garde approach.  In music it
i the workd of Beethoven and
Wagner where he feels 4t home, not

that of atonaliém,  The ninciecnth
century.  hia creative
artieis of g thase
of the present ri-lsland
reading  he  mught  well | choose
T nev's  Fathers  and Children,

cthe's Fauy, Dastoeviky’s

Hrathers Kavamoazov or The Devils,
Tolstoy's War and Peoce, 3 voliime
of Stifter and Flauberts Edication
Sertimentole.  On another bocasion
he speaks of the value, o himself
as well as ‘to readers penerally, of
lilerature in translation ; even in an
unsatisfactory rendering a foreign
maslerpiece can become o major
literary experience. He stresses the
international quality of lterature and
the aris, and stes the German writer
15 having great obstucles to surmoun!
in rorder o achieve accessibility 1o
other peoples (January 19, 1952);
Whal an advantage, how moch easier
ifl exbdence, #0 be born into English or
French civilimtion and cultnre. Being
Licrman makes one dhy. It is no ine
Live lo autobiogrophical confidentis
He is oot particulurly interested in
postwar  developments  in Gierman
liternture, and & only too willing
o' diiume that there, is litile or
nothing of inierest or value there.
Bul thece are times when Mann ¢an
take pleasure in the fact that he can
still be receptive 1o new experiences,
for instance in hix own literaturs,
The reading of Kafkas Amerika
arouses his * excitement, wonder, if
not admiration *,

A fundamental characteristic of
art is i3 realism, he say<: and the
muhcnj and most vital form in lera-
twre fx not dama but the ale
" Erelihlgng ) Afier  rereading
Tolstoy's Hadii Murad he seeq him-
sell as a shrew-mouse by the side of
such a lion, Pablo Casals is prajsed
tor having no frace of * westhelic
neulrality in questions of humnity ™,
Mann feels particularly sttracied by
Chekhov's personalily, especially be-
cause of the * anxiety © thal his fame
caused him.  And (he preparations
for the celebrations of 1958 arouse
in him renewed appreciation of
Schiller's work und personali

For hiy own latest works he seed

humour as & major ingredient, The
intention ol his writing is fo enter-
tain, though this aim chn ke on
her worldly aspects -
It was always my with and pirpoie to
entertain, bul would one 1ake w much
trouble about it H 1t were only directed
ul human bedngs 7 Art, i s said, aiins
sl petfection,  Bui thay is in fact net
so entirely earthly an eodeavour

Mare than once he tells corre-
spondents that the treatmeni of the
themes of ain and gruce in Der
Erwihlte is secious. He is clearly
attracted by the personality of Pope
Pius XII afrer having sn sudience
with him, The form of organired
religion which attracts him most and
1o which he feels most bound s
the Unitarian church (December ,
195437 his grandchildren have been
baptized there, and the funeral of
his brather Heinrich was conducted
under these auspices. He wrote on
March 30, 1955
For finally ihere Is alter all the question
of the ultmate origin of nature and life,

the whole gigantic cosmic ‘natitution,
Mo human being will over answer the
question.  'We all live and die in the
enigma, and i we wish, we can call the
fecling for this religious, 1t iv a rather
pretentious word, bul the consciogsmess
of hopeless ignotance |s comparable
in any cise 16 & Cenain plely.

Perhaps if i not entirely satisfac-
107y 1o leave Thomas Mann's corre-
spondence - with  these  words, or
indesd with any one  guoiation
Evidently most of the letters are
reactions 1o gueries, comments or
gifts from correspondents, and repre-
sent response 1o 3 challénge or wymi-
pathy with a friend’s attitude. Mann™s
point of view in such circumstances
cannot be expected 1o be consistently
objective,  But the vigour and com-
mitmeny of his persopality remained
with him to ihe end.

Other recent books on Thomae Mang
are listed on puge Gl1,




