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a

consistent and militant foes of tyranny,such as Arthuro Tos canini,Franz
and Erich Marias Remargue, cheerfully bowed to the Ame rican immigra-

o

and at the end of five years were happy to ITe ceive their final
Regarding
Lre Kravchenko's reported assertion to the House judiclary
group that " I can't live here a year if you dontt give me citizenship" ,
columists -
these men might point out that Eha Nazi f£ifth in the united States

| EXPECTED /
vhose

were neil .,m,r less numerous nor Jless delerm ined than the agents
M55 Lai SEERS~
wrath fneYauthor pesiuseds to escape by means of &n American passporte
lMr. Kravchenko's testimony before the Thomas Committee may
warrant every discrimination in his favour and his advi@e to the American
&jovarnmc—nt whom he exhorts to spend "billions" to combat Soviet propaganda
. SRR ERIET ) E
abroad may well to be followed, Howeverybefore embarking on so cosily
a venture, the government are certain thoroughly to =5cmMre -
W
uat:n.a]gurewna.c.d by its advocaie,
Among lMr, Kravcnenko!'s credentials,his book "1 Chose Freec=
dom" is the most outstanding and consequen tly merits particular examinations
Heving read the document with shocked interest, this
correspondent failed nevertheless to be wholly persuaded by its contents,
while the detailed and oftlen horrid accusations hbnkmhmbhsh which the
initiated suthor raises against the coviet negime gy ring true enough in
western democratic ears, they would carry even greater convictionyif his
career back home had been less sugessful and 0is Ehapghitnkaban turnabout
less belated, lre Crafchenko!s violent disgust with the sysiem he
seems somewhat puzzling considering his own prominent and “1'910?'ued
association with this sysiem,
numb e
1 discussed the book and 1ts riddle with a Hﬂfﬁ/fh of
American publishexs and finally learned that "1 Chose Freedom " Wwas
first offered to the New York publishing house of Dutton and Co,

The
"MOST .Dwuﬁio'“-‘”@
original Russian manuseoript was read and turned down by one of Duttont's

editorse lire Wreden = the editor in yuestion = :3 known to be a White




MAK
Russian which Eﬁiﬁﬁiiﬁ rejection of lir, Kravchenko!s svrikingly effective

revelations doubly astonishing,

lir, Wreden of Dutton and Co, was quick to explaing
Accoxrding to notes taken by this correspondent immediately after the inter—
Bh view, he said :

"The manuseript I refused and the book that eventually
appeared under the title 'I Chose Freedom! are two different things, If the
latter shows the authort's gradual and painful awakening and his consequent
development from a Soviet functionary into an ardent servant of democracy,
the former was but an accumlation of horror tales which = to my mind =
were insufficiantly documented, The bulk of these stories ~ all of which
mey be true = also appeaxy in the finished American versiong But the basic
story - the evolution of the chroniclereszs well as many of his comuentsbf

THo4Gh
underwent a subtle M decisive change,"

| "swupProsing )

lire Wreden continued; rreling with Hitler,
Roelm had concocted a book against 'the Fuehrer' and his men,the effect hbhk
would have been similar to that of liry, Kravchenkots initial effort "

The publisher then pointed out that in spite = or even
because ~ of, the strong hhhnhbh feelings which he personally harbored on hh
the Russian subject, he considered the book,as originally submitted, a very

PRESENTED ,
questionable affair, The version finally 0 the Ameriecan public =
he said = was a brilliant adaptation, carried out,as far as he new, by Mr,
augene lyonse While the two authors were,of coursezentitled to publish
their book under whatever name they saw fity lir, Wreden decmed the gap
between the original and the adapted product deep enough to injure the
latterts authenticity, For this reason - according to iir, Wreden =~ "IChose
Freedom" Me foiled to be made a Book=of +thesiionth+*Club selection,

"I was asked", he stated," to appear at a board meeting of hhh
the Book of the lonth Clubd and to help evaluate the work under consideratipng
LARGEL
éwing to my testimonylthe board decided against the proposed choiceg"

endit,




