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In
B Czechoslovakia" , I was told whenever I raised the point, " we

have no Jewish gquestion. Happily,our people are not in the least
antlsemmitic. And even if they were,- even if Nazism had succeeded
in permanently poisoning their minds against their Jewish compatriots, -
there aren't enough Jews left to create a 'problem'."
Though largely correct from the Czech viewpoint,the state-
ment becomes disputable when judged from the Jewish angel, The Jews -
unconscious.lyy
most of them = ma ntain that,perhaps minhohhbkhphkihghat, the Czechs
are antimetichh ; that ,without their knowing it, thei Nazi poison
has seeped into their brains and nearts{ and that wihile nmhalmhmaghn

create
there may not be enough Jews Iext to bhhbhh 2 problem for uﬁ&CMO&iO?ahld.

Qﬁaﬁ%ﬁﬁ!ﬁiﬁgﬁl K&Hﬂ Aiﬁngh%j nﬂnﬁnh TiFé—in this

UEM&&%&i&G—TfPﬁ%licupxﬂ;ﬁﬂiﬂw*hﬁ remu&n&n@—&ema”wliﬁ‘yréﬂtyua£«prohlems.

0f the more than 300 000 Jews who once lived here, Bikbh 45000
have returned - from concentration- and labour camps, from exile, or from
the hiding places in which some = a very few - managed to survive the
unspeakable,0fficially, the homecomers the*ma&owiiy—afrwhug?;ﬁﬁh”rightly
_considered viectims o Nzl je¥secution, were ghnhibk given a cordial
welcome AbhA as well as & hhiii%:hhhh nunbexr of promises, Among the latter
none figured more prominently than "restitution" =~ the early res oration
of their lost fortunes to the impoverished, Fewlif anyjdoubt the sincerety
of Ppresident Benes and his goVernment.nhnhmhnhnhnhahnhnhmhnknhnhnhmhﬁnghn
nhopbbnhahnhohghtnawh Bat although “topside" is sald to be utteky
well=intentioned, a variety of obstacles seém tgehhhh blocking the road

to complete Jewish rehabilitation,




issue nationalty
There is,above all , the decisive Qhhhhbhh of hhbhbehbhhjp - the
eligible for
question of whether or not the returning Jew is hhhhbbbhhbh Czechoslo=
slovakian citizenship,uore often than not he has lost everything he

possessed,including his paskpbmbnAnn identification papers, But even

own
the fihabhhnhobhakibnhphnanhmibnhhhthnbnhai lucky ones who still

~ long since expired =~ considered
Czechoslovsekian passpor§s are by no means automatdically mhmlimisinkonoadln

the purely czech parts of or in
theheehigeh | Czech citizens, Those born and raised in Bohemia or joraviae
national
find it easy enough to re-gain their status,hhbhbhbhitheiaahh hahhubhh
hionabh

p fnBRbuh nhannbabshpanhiag hokmh bniniebehianfnhahahnorogenbkhabhfehphis

thairhnhopehhghninhshabepikehtheinh The members of the various minority
however
’ ;

groups have to prove that fibhhhhh their non-czech background never

affecte@ their loyalty to their country, befa e their applications may
"Sudeten
be grantedeliost invalved and entangled is the case of the Jews"HEH
245 Million of q44<é
Swdeteniend whose "aryan" brothers hewve-beei. expelled from their

homeland ,Like these, the Jewish inhabitants of the Sudetenland call

German their mother tongue, uducated in German schools they raredy
"jmunich"
speak any czech whatever and while - at the latest since nbibnbmhiBbBn-

fihahuhph hbhhheabhohihobihnhobnhdhnbshbhghhhwenbashnhahep their political
outlook ¢ ould mnot possibly have been ahpithhmgnhakeh @
faRhbhphnimbbhhAsenbeenhahpbhingning "pro-German', mhok

nhaj

.
hbhhhhhgh jFhnhiheAnhghghgeghgiighnhibnedbsb their nhibneraknkihihonibh
cultural hhhhbhd links thagmiRce ; A0y i
pnitnps remsined wimEt AAnmAA ; purely Germangggtrctly non-czechy

To pass the loyalty test on whida all depends,the"Sudenten

Jew" must prove at least one point out of Honkmhthehfbhhamng four;
Ehnlnhnhnhnhnbnhn#nhnhninhhhnhnhahghnhnhihnhnhihghﬁh?ﬁnhnhﬂhnhnhnhﬁhnh

{ K k"4 .T,f

nhnhnﬂnhnhnhnhnhhhnhnhnhn!ﬂnhnhhhghﬂhﬂhnhnkn Ifiin the census year of

19%9 he gave his nationality as Czech rather than German he has wong
If;ﬁéggégiregistered as a Geruman in 1950 ,he mhnomhphdh vhanged his
mind under Hitler and notwithstanding the hihbbbhhbl dangers

iﬁﬁé&%%%gfﬁysuch an action, profes sed himself a Czech Jew, he haw

comeroff with honour,




If,despite his coninued adherence to Germandom he fekl viectim to
gualifies,
Nazi persecytion ( and can prove that he did ) he hhh still Abbhhhhhhb,

And if,fknhddphnhahnsnhpbanihjenonbnt having menaged to escape injury,
- and can show for =
he engaged in any kind of anti-nazi activity,either here or abroad,
again
he emerges victorious,
(seems fair enough,~ actually iSe Jews,however,point out,
there exists yet
that,inofficially, another measurement ; property, roor people pass
far more easily. Wherever restitution is not inveolvedy,difficulties
negligeable, Wnere it is involved all depends on attitude of local
mach
authorties and on how the respective adminsitrator is able and willing

to use,




prosperous
1,)How many Jews are left in Czechoslovakia, former homeland of a Jewish

commnity of 300 000 %
financial
2.)What is the position,legal and otherwise of toose w.o survived the

unspekabale and returned - from concentration and labour camps , from
exile and from the hiuing places in which hhfilkk some - a very few =
menaged to escape persecution?

present =day
53,)What about antiemitism in this dbnboémithn republic mnhmbehnhtkabnh with

. its truly
its racially mixed populationyits many minorities and democratic trad i=-
tion of tolearance and equal rights for all?

4,)How does the pnhiBntnbfhghebibahoushnlinkehghnhnhaveimiih Czech's attitude
tow rds their Jewish compatriots compare with that kaken by other

"liberated" ruropeans?

fihahshnBnAnkhengnbakibhe Simple though they sound,these
Bihih Dozens
4 Dbasiec questions are not easily answered,hnhbba of exhaustive conversationj

with both Jew and Czechsj with goverment officials, partyleadersy people
engaged in hhhhhbhhhnbh assisting fipacial aid

hh@ihto impverished Jews,; jewish recipients of phiha@mhhbipn

legal

hhhh and advise; Czech nBnfwhnkmhpheRnbfi beneficiaries bi and administra
tors of nazi-confiscated Jewish propertyh = fhphikheabhhhiBnkpbpeahnhnbnkowh
pleniieinitn behebxine Bpbntahihwithn namhnhahighpimrdsfinhnis heheiebponhanion
wilhnhnhnhihﬁhnﬁnhnﬁnfahﬁhpﬁhihhhhnhnhnhnpnhnhhhnhnhnhnhnhnhnhahnhﬁhﬁh&hh

hh compiex if ever there was one
gradually told the story - a hhigphhl story g nulndadn kb
nhhhnhnhhhihnhnhnhnhnhnhﬂhnhahﬁhnbnhnhnhnhghnhnhnhngnhuhnahinnhnhnithhthnhnu

anmhhR _
# $8 hilraphon ha bigRbunahn hithhhahnimzeh hbpafinhhihannanhign
ginin b Bniraki bhh o EnfianhhRRnhAh ke kanh fAoike hahdhhone
mhiBuhnkn /1S5S e 6 X
thabningathhnbd héhningnknkaknpabihthoeehneekah  Of all the/interviews

and visits that I've had during these past three weeks,two encounters
sroved wholly ngheshisaln
#Bnpnhooubyingnaphnknin sggeeee unforgecttable, And since they Ahabh

also Bhmmefntahfhmhibhhnhphakadbihininmbshed served to asnwer =~ at

- +:ans 1inted above
) eadt pertially ~ the questions listed &Bo¥




Dghphghntheyniebembninhbhn
fhukninitebbd I pzaboBahwbn venture Lo reproduce Liem on these pages,
The welcome was cordial , With me were two represennatives of

the American Joint distribution committee and I was considered a

friend, Our hosts - three survivors of both the Thresienstadti and

Auschwitz ordeals ~held leading positions in the small Jewish community

of Marianska Lazni,better known as Marienbad, They were born here =~
prior to "kunich"

two of them and Ahbhbthkbk had owned seizable property in this wordl=-

in the heart of Sudentenland,

famous sphe The girl's command of English was better than that of the

two men, Also,she seemed the strongest personality of the three,

whihe hhbwhfedkenishhadh nb penknhyhs heh hohhnhekofei e ik nhai napani nhnbnenti
tall and Mrs, S

rénprnhehhhabbhrbeinwhpendeagniy Thin but healthy of looks ﬁiﬁﬂ

recalling npefEmkhhghibn

had a way of hhhhhhbhlh the horrors of her own recent past as though

thgy had been experienced by hhhilhhh sirangers,
wThere was", she stated in answer to a guestion, " a
sound reason for my remaining at liberty until 194541'd been given a
ALL
job, Jews bound for Theresienstadt were made to surrender Ah ehatever
valuables,papers,keys etey they had on them and I among others was
Whehh Riah

made to collect the stuffel took her watch and her keys from my
mo ther, miAhnbonihhihaimihhihbkneohidinhghhenhehpeinhnhehahahhbiiniakn
It was the last I saw of her, After two years at Thersienstadt she was
Bassed at Auschwitz, "

whahnihknknkbhehflawiahnbohnhnk tobih prahnanhadnbeen il ghabakeiy

hhieih By 1943 the of Prague's Jewsh com munity mahh
firagnE he liquidation hafhbhaihn bohphesbaféyhukapnBghnhahdhdEain
gpAh had been completedgahfih, hbphjbhhfinianen, nkdohghigngnarhjbhhon
ﬁinhhhnﬁnh,ninhppnhnhﬂhﬁhnhnhhhnhnhnhnlnhnhnh3hnlihh#hhhhhhhlhgnhﬂhnhn
naahnhehafinitheni abbhiboh § mBinnbhinian In the last column of
ﬂdcﬁttlﬁ-‘ﬂ’ e

Jews to be gigned ; ! y lirs, 5. phamjnbnisnnkady weas

the ~Lnt
hhtk 1gasteilong with the small belongings she had'faken from her

future companions she surrendered her own effects to the 5,5, man




in charge,

Thereseienstadt; nhohwihh Auschwitz; humiliation,filth,
éerror Ahfk despair and hbhh - irrational and inexpliccable as
life itselfgmhhbblh =~ hope against hope and Aphkhbl considered self-

was
interesthlgnone of the goryly familiar ingredients hhbh missing,hhh

i safe,sound and very much alive
iirse 5o/ fiamitnerhabobnikinbha had been lucky,though , Here she was,

ary
interrupting her account of her husband's deatn and the gradual

extermination of all but her entire family, to hhhhbkh discuss

her present position,

nipinkhbnkihobohgenbnhshahahbAnhnehbnbameh hbhoknhohilsb nhn
ghebnbabongakiin




of the more than 300 000 Jews who once lived in Czechoslovakia

45 000 may now be found here,

what is the positionylegal,financial and otherwise of those
who survived the unspeakabled and returned - from con_sentration-and
labour camps,from exile and from the hiding places in which some =
ae Co Jily : present~da;

a 4%y few - managed toeéigzéi;—4£e~::§;éggzﬁla? | a outrgntir
semitigﬁ‘in this republic with its mixed pupulation,its many mino-
rities and its hbhh} democratic tradition of tolerance and equal

—Poaxne.
rights for all? How does the Czechs' attitudd towards their
Jewish compatriots compare with that taken by other "liberated"
Buropeans?

Simple, though they sound,these 3 basic questions are not
easily answered, Dozens of exhaustive conversations with both
Jewish and gentigl Czechsy with government officials,pariy leadexrs,
people engaged in assigting impoverished Jews’ jewish recipients of
finsneial help and legal advisej non=jcwish beneficiaries hilh and
adminsitrators of nazi-confiscated jewish property gradually told the

f%story,— s—tale as—eemplex as—any,

of all the relevant interviews and visiis toat I have had
e . Cdyg " Girt DAl Cl Sty
a o ¢ tﬁ&ﬁanountefa proved eminently

enlightening,~ so much so that I propose to recall them on these

pages, ¥ X X

welcome was cordial, With me were two representatives of

the American Jol istribution Gommi}}ggaﬂd’iggﬁs considered a friend.

Qur hosts =~ three surviv oifbﬁfi,the Theresiens tadt~and the Ausche=
witz ordeals = wefijnhnﬁihnﬂ‘ nhnall prominent members

of the ama;lzﬁéﬁzéh comumni ty of liari a Lazni,better known as

—
M fnbad, They were born here,two af them, - prior to "Munich" =
' Z 2L had own' seizable property in this world-famous spa iu the heart of




T
= e
The welcome was cordial, With me were two representatives of the
Auerican Joint Distribution Cammittee and I was considered a fpiend,
hinkh three
our hosts = hhibbh survivors of both the Theresienstadt =~ and Ausche
witz ordeals jhahnnphehmhnbhhihghnenhbhah ( one of them had been in
Bergen Belsen as well ) were prominent members of a small Jewish
comunity in the heart of Sudetenland,They were born here and,prior to
Hitler had owned sizable property in these parts,
The girl's commaend of English was better than that of the

two men, AlSo,she seemed the strengest personality of the three,
Thin,but tall and healt.hy of looks, lirs, Se had a way of r«ferring
to the horrors of her own recent past as though they had been expe=
rienced by strangers,

"yhy of course" she said in answer to a question , "the Czechs
are antisemitic = not offically to be sure but actually,they areg"

I inquired just how antisemitism manifested itself nowadays,
fianknkheni smhhehhghdiseshninAfbah againbihuhannk o honanenkohih sk ghakelahg
pbhhBR Were the Jews being discriminated against when it came to
their seeking jobs? hhlAh Were they fidning it more difficuli than
others to re-gain the property they had lost under tne occupation?

"Employment" she told me " is easily found,though I doubt
that any of us could get a government jobees "

stopped

HH¥H she was hhhhhkhphbAA by the Bergen=Belsen survivor,
who addressed her in Czechy before turning towards me,

"It's dhibnhapthheneaiabhphft a matter of language",
he saide; "whoever speaks Czech without a foreign accent is aknkphnbain
;%;%;Ei;ln binbhijp for any position provided hmAsnnidhnmmRREnAnLLAbIR
he qu &mﬂ' otherwise, 470 hhbAhnrhnkphainmiibhahferaahnhocahbh
-J%eapriﬁith aﬂé&iﬁ&%ﬁﬁﬁgéﬁéggggmg:%gtg luck - whether they are jewish

or noty"
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¢ I/ A - ;'f"’_f__ ie A7
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§

The girl chuckled, _,
i S
"And Jewish people M&RP & German accent" sshe—sSoidp=tmwivo claim restitu~
tion arxre doomed,"
prompted
Another insexrt in Czech hhhkbhhfh her to modify her caustic
statement,

"Perhaps" she suggested, "I 'd better explaing lly own ®Be,
though by no means unique,is somewhat exceptional, Only those who,like
mysel®,were born and raised in Sudentenaland,share my diffiailties,
Having lost ouxr Czech citizenship when,in October 1938,this part of the
countiry was incorxporated in the Reich,we must now regain our national

statusybefore restitution may even be applied f ory finnhnhih fpnfinknikbi nenai

hhhkbhihbhhhhi




111

n"ﬁ-

The girl chuckled,
"And BHE jewish
Mhihd people with a German accent" she said, " who ahahjbninh
have any claims to restitution are doomed "
nEabnhthehnhnhhitkeknptkn Another insert in Czech
caused her to modify her statement,
"Pernaps" she suggested "I'd better explaingily own case,
unique, is & somewhat
though by no means Binkpiiibnahp hnianhnk phahesonbwnhal exceptionaly, hh
who like myself were
shababherinbbononkphnf Only those born and raised in Sudetenland share
my difficulties, Hav ing lost our Czech citizenship when, in October 1938,
must now
this part of the country was incorporated in the Reidi,we mpancbmbahikih
hh re-gain our national status before mennajnbannapphphfibe restitution,
may even be applied for, fihnpakshthehibphlltphakat To qualify for
citizenship the'Sudetenjew' = or any Sudetenlander permitted to stay
here = must prove at least one point out of four, If,firstly, in the
census year of 1980 he gave his nationality as Czeeh rather than German,
he has won, If,secondly, having registered as German in 1930 he changed
his mind under Hitler and notwithstanding the dangers entailed by such
an action demanded to be considered Czech, he comes off with honour,
If thirdly, despite his continued adherence to Germandony he fell wictim
to Nazi persecution ( and ean prove that he did ) he still passes,

And if,finally, having managed to escape injury, he engagedin - and ean

show for = any kind of anti-nazi activity¥K ,either here or abroad, he




Sudetenland,

The girl's command of Lnglish was better thah that
of the two men, Also,she seemed the strbngest personality of the
three, Thin,but tall and healthy of looks, lirs, Se had a way of
referring to the horrors of her own recent past as though they
had been experienca{by strangers,

"why of course" she said in answer to a question, " the
Czechs are antisemitic ~ mot officially to be sure;but actually;they
are,"

1 in?uired just how antisemitism manifested itself these
dayssHad thefg been anti-jewish demonstrations of any kind? Were
the JE%§¢§§§criminated against when it came to their seeking jobs?
Eﬁagfﬁé%é among them who had somehow lost their national &tatus

Ril28,, £
find it difficult to re-gain their Qzechoslovakian

And if so, what Whhhhkthk was the official explanation = or pretext,

if she so desired?
She answeré%xﬂih last question first,

"No law"|she sajdj" requires an explanationg Ahnhnbnboknhn
: B.]:'e
ahmhmhmhnhmm1 Anan bl L nLb Akt X Tuis Lhi.e W decrees

pertaining to AEnfnhehgeabAh 'minority Jews', fnlmhilkabkhmbn As

one bgrn and raised in Sudetenland I had better know them by heart,

finnopiaknhinhreonhpnhehhenbngnbfhmpohnbpepbph Like everyone here 1 lost
my Czech citizenship when, in ctobur 1938 th;s Pﬁrt of
L% § 3.% La#'&t/)
:Ln the nelcn.bmﬁﬁé—:iﬁ:a—m
Frew» Hit U en-uerman brothers,I was permitted to sd&ay here,
06011.- i
as were all Jews req;é&nﬂ-ln these paris,We @bk were - you see =

given the benefit of the doubt, iadhnhmhfibrmhnhahognonofahshihahnhohiioh

the couniry was incoxrporate
ﬂ#&ﬁuﬂ

nbEnknjopefninhabrsahnichobis Since “Munich" - at the latest = our polil
tical outlook coudld not possibly have been very ‘'‘pro-Germant', But

w.at about our cultural leanings? Educated as we were in German skools




we called German our mother tongue, Few of us hadheysknhehwheidnkoh spoke

any Czech w m.tu.rer.mmmmmwnhmlwmmmnmmmmmmmmm
nasin
nhnhnhnhﬂhngnmnhnmuﬂnﬂmhnnhhhhghnhﬁhahnthnhnhnnnhnﬂﬁnﬂﬂnmnhnhnﬂnnnhnhnnmhn
antiisemitic

shntnhnMnon perhaps ngEgngninanpeepR prior to Hitlexr's ascent LOpDOWEX

we had been engaged in 'germanizing activities', If despite our German
background we had always considered ourselvesgoodCpechs we had probably
said so in the censuseyear of 1930, "

She paused,

w I for one",she finally addedBAERHHHE “fakled to say S0. fiuazngn
ithrgheRtion In giving my nationality as 'German' I NﬁILly phmhhhedn

told the truth
fih pha Bhbdhkbhehfhahhhphrnbnhnhninimbhhaheb hiles i Mg 1q”%nmﬁﬁﬂhnwﬁh

affabhp@d The hhhhhh census in gquestion  set out to determine the
numerical strength of the various minority groups
B LT R G bk SRR 9Enh hhiin o ks hahnliah phos hhuakis
nhhnorhtyoaatuapofiinfbinhobnbnkokel That was alle Who ould have known

that 15 years later it would be hhAih used in a loyalty test?"
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en international
Usually ill=informed circles tell of A meeting recently held at
Ste Mouse=Hick j,popular spa in the heart of this noman's land,

The gathering,they say,was quite exceptional in that 1% (a )

brought together « hkhk number of pneitpotentiaries from the UBiy
Eritaig,FPrange sxnd the USoh none of vhom hsd ever been heard of
rore while(h) it ended 1n complete @ Dharmony end wtter undersisnding

While each delegate represented his hinhhhk respective governmeng
to unmask and
everyone wae at liberty to dispute,hk even to oppose his country'!s
a
official policy =~ course,the wisdom of which became inereasingly evidend

the further the discussions progressed,

Prom the minutes red to,and approved bysall participants,

a
phnininAnfiad source gquoies the following fAkagnbButap pasSsages i
Gregori .

g

Mr;ygggg%%%cneffmfﬁfepresenting the UgSeSeRe) 3 :
n on behalf of my government I wish to state that there is hardly aﬂéiéég-
which we have not committed in the past two years,While phniknenahoihB
welve religoiously kept all our international agreements and have not

in fact violated the sovereignty of any of our neighbours, we have
behaved so irksomely in so many respects and contexts that our enemies
everywhere on earth have found it easy enmough to heat even harmless

and peace=loving people against usg"

Mir, Jomes Se Huskleather (representing the UeSele) 3

you said it,brothers Om behalf of my gover ent,howevery, I should like

point out somewhat digusted
to my that we,t00, are CORELAMEINERNTRRIER with our own performance,

what the hell are we up to,anyway? War? Nosiree }Granted mAnbohhiin weld

be capable of devastating your fair country with the aid of the atome

snd in a giffy,tooe gakhdhehghin® But meanwhile your vailiant
thee Pordisend s
soldiers would surely occupy o S0 wedd devastate Lurope, sure,we
¢ Lin whs

would and there'd be nothing to stop us either, sSut Well,y
wetd land and bravely fight our way from rubble heap to rebble heap

with half of the survivors helping us and the other half putting up




-

a very uggdy fight at the side of you reds, In the end we'd win though,
whereas
For we'd bhabhjbiahddB cut your supply lines,hhhbhh ours across the

Atlantic would remain comparatively intact, Humhniphn kven so we'd be

in for troubleglione of the conquered rubble heaps which were once Luropes
deposit
cities could be left to itself, We'd have to hbhhkWh a lot of soldiera
fresh and hnhbkhhbbbhhhghhhhhbfihbhbd powerful
all over the place and wnile some hilhbhb armies would enter Russisa
of ours
via Japan our huropean contigents wouldn't amount to much ~ either

numerically or from the point of view of morale ~ ainkhenbhie before

they ever crossed the Soviet boundaries,Which makes it obvious that

we don*'t want war -~ or do we ? "
lire Go luschlicheff;
" tcourse noteWe dontt either, Yet,I am sorry to state that our
government controlled press if haxrdly better than your capital controlled
oneg Haxrdly,l say, For I don't think any of our sheats could compare
with The Chigaco Tribune or the New Yark daily News when it comes to
insulting allies,What makes our names calling worse than yours is merely
;ig fact that our open insult and scantily veiled threats are known to
be officially inspired, whereas yours are but the juicy fruits of
individual
fhkh enterprise and the freedom of the press,
lire Huskleather;

quitey But then, our congressmen,governoxrZs and the like go
much further in insulting and frighteing ( if they can) your natiom,
than Rbhiakh any of your hbhbhhjznhkhbhibh) policy makers,Remember Senatoxr

Brewster's recent statement? 8aid he ; "we must use the atom without

compunction whenever and whereever our orders are defied," HandsomegUh ?

lre Luschlicheff;
" Never mind, Who cares about Brewster, He's only a leading member of

the Senatet's Foreign affairs committe and as such wholly irresonsibleg "




