MON

MONACENSIA

Verbundkatalog Kalliope

Why the Germans fight on.

Mann, Erika

Nutzungsbedingungen

Bei zahlreichen Dokumenten auf monacensia-digital.de sind die Urheberrechte bereits abgelaufen. Sie
sind gemeinfrei und dirfen ohne weitere Ricksprache mit der Monacensia weiterverwendet werden.
Bei den Dokumenten, bei denen noch Urheberrechte bestehen, mussen fir eine Weiterverwendung
stets die Rechteinhaber*innen angefragt werden sowie eine Publikationsgenehmigung der Monacensia
eingeholt werden. Das Zitatrecht bleibt hiervon unberihrt.

Zur Erteilung einer Publikationserlaubnis wenden Sie sich bitte an:

Monacensia im Hildebrandhaus

Literaturarchiv

Adresse: Maria-Theresia-StraRe 23, 81675 Minchen
E-Mail: monacensia.literaturarchiv@muenchen.de

Terms of use

The copyrights for numerous documents on monacensia-digital.de have already expired. They are in
the public domain and may be reused without further consultation with Monacensia. In the case of
documents for which copyrights still exist, the copyright holders must always be contacted for further
use and publication permission must be obtained from the Monacensia. The right to quote under
copyright law remains unaffected by this. To obtain permission for publication, please contact:

Monacensia im Hildebrandhaus:

Literaturarchiv

Address: Maria-Theresia-StralRe 23, 81675 Minchen
E-Mail: monacensia.literaturarchiv@muenchen.de

Visual \\Llibrary



ﬂn]_-

The postman alweys rings twice, But the Germans = the Naszls at home, 28

well 28 the "better ones" abroasd = ring so oftenj they play the s~me tune

with such hypnotizing persistence that anyone neal them will soon find

himgelf humming the intrusive bit of melody,whetier he likcs it or note

I do not like the song which Mr. Fritz Stcrnberg ls wont to sing

.
into the esrs of NATION rcaders whensver an opportunity seems to present itég;
Be it that,;as an expert on scosomice he sets out to prove the indispensible
- e

1ity of en induetrislly powerful Germeny to the economic welfere of the
z

military suthority snd a connoisseur of the German

poulfhc repudiates the allied demand for "ungfnditional s
CTHe Na o, Yaisi "‘--;. w;),
@ i# on the jJob for the good

he is very much afrzid,may prolong the wer,

of the fstherland.Untiringly he and his fell y-ﬂettar-ﬁwrn:ns seek to
LWL T BL

impress upon liberal America two app8rently Mth rories.
They ares
le) In the fsce of the Gestapo the Cermens could not possibly organlze any
strong underground~ or resistance movement, ( Impllcation: don't complain
1f no such thing has been discovered in the Aachen districtl)
2+) Nevertheless,Germany ie rich 1n ”uncompromiéiﬁéjﬁ;zia" who, however,are
forced to compromise after all; forced,not by the Gestapoj foreed,Dby the
Allies; "some challenging action"of which the are capable won't come off,
unlese "a change in sllied policy" mskes thelr effort worthwhile.No lesser
truth-lover then Dr. Paul Joseph Goebbels has s2id so hiuself,

It is for two reasons that 1 wish to break iﬁ on the sternberg=

Goebbels duete l.) The effectiveness of repetitious propagenda cén be

broken only by equally repetitious coul ter measures. 2¢.) I have Just returned




from occupled Germeény and the hundrefia of conversations which I had
with Germen e¢ivilians should entitle me to & short solo recital of my own.

My findings may be summed up as follows:
1.) The Germans are indeed politically apethetic = this 18 where Mr. Sternberg
ie right. While many of them profese to De tired of Nazlsm, I have £:.9t
a single one who even claimed to have been engaged at any time in any anti-
nazi activitles. Asked,whether to their knowledge oprositlon forces were
active in the Reich,they s2id that the s didn't think go,but that, of course,
they had no real way of knowing.Nor did they seem to be interested in,or
impressed by,the posslble exist nce of & number of underground heroes,
rather they referred to them as to & species with whom respectable cltlzens
1ike themeelves would not even now care Lo associate.The me jority admitted
that in 1939 - end 40, when matters “"looked 8o rosy",they'd been w?olehezrt&&y
behind the " uehrer", Those few who Lnisted that they haed disliked him even

and conseguently provokin
then,conplained of hie shorteightedness In underestimetling oth Ryssle and

the U.Se. . Moral conélderations dld not enter the plcture st 2ll. Germeny"'s
lecding criminals stm:c‘.mgccused today not of being criminals but of belng
failupes .

2,) Like Mr. Sternberg,some Germans bleme the Gestapo for thelr fallure

to orgenize resistance, Were it not for Himmler - they say - .he average

Ger en soldier might be ready to quit. Yet,when Snraﬂbﬁrg had fallen and

the besten Wehrmacht had withdrawn ecross the Rhine,two hundred German
adldiera entrenched themselves 1in two appartment houses near the river.
sho@ting at anyone who came near them,killing a great many people and serving

their "Fuchrer®™ to the worst of thelr power. These men were no "professional

Nazis". They were "normal" Gemana;!'elderly.most of them,or of poor

health,who'd been statloned or hospitallzed 1in SEgFgﬁourg before ihe fighting
there started end were now forgotten,cut off from the German main force in

Kehl. In thelr back there was no Gestapo hﬁ frichten them and in thelr mldet
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no Wazl officer to prevent thelr sur-ender. They merely kept on killing
becesuse they wanted to. No S.8. crack unit could have done better .
%o ) Kl German leaderé%ﬁne - and m‘;ﬂ doing= ﬁ:’? utmost to make
the horrors of war appear tolerable as compared with those held by an allled
victory. But nelther "Unconditional Surrender" nor the Eisenhower proeflamatfior
$ neither "Vansittartism" nor the Morgenthau Plan furnished Goebuels with
adaequate materiales No suthentic manifestatlion of allled thought has bheconme
go "popular" in Germany 88 the weird phantasy known there as "The Roosevelt-
Kaufmann Plan",

Haunted by the sufferings infllcted on hls fellow-Jews,one
Theodore Kaufmann = &n Amcricen citizen - sat down early in 1941 and

composed a scheme for the complete eliminatlon of all things German, The
Reich,he wrote, must be distributed among its neighbours.all Germans must

be sterilizedy thelir languege must be forbldden,their books burned and not
a trace must be left of what was oncs Gernény. Necdless to say Mr. Zaulmann
feiled to find a publisher end himself had to &y for getting his dream
printed. Few AmepPlcans heve seen the pamphlet., Most Germans have, Kaufmann,
they were told,was Roosevelt's confidante and closest collaborator; his
"plen" was the President's brainchild and would be applied without fail to
& defeated Germanys

Even today,almost four yesrs after Kaufmann lsunched his ungainly
brochure,every effort is made to keep its contents alive in the German mind.
Goebbels knows & V. weapon when he sees it and prefers his Kaufmann to
anything Mr. St rnberg has to offers
4,) As to the Belter German contention that the Gestapo is still strong
enourh to keep nine to twelve million foreign slave labourers from rebelling,
I have fouhd 1t quite co_rﬁéfrg%ﬁgfe are no reports of a wildespread
reslstance movement among these unfortusates whose every move is guarded by
thelr German torturers and everﬁ one of whom passes,twice a day, the gallow

instelled in the courtyard of his swagahap. "Can anyone®, asks Mr, Hphkhkrjih




‘I:—

Sternberg, "be so naive as to believe that these people favor Hitlers"
Nobody possibly could. But that anyone should be "naive® enough to compare
thelr plight with thet of the German nestion = & nation armed to the teeth -
is herd to comprehend.Any such comparison - gs drawn by wMr. Sternberg -
implics the innocence of ﬁﬁﬂ German people ,held 1n bondage by "The Nazis"Z,
It rlso implies = unintentionezlly,one should think - an accumulation of
avewinspliring povers and gifts which an erripg fate hestowed on Herr
Hitler and his intimetes.Thet the alone should have been able,Ehh first
to subdue thelr own nation,then to overrun the eontinent of Europe,and hhih
thet finally,when the whole world was enroute to Berlingthey should hsave
helpless
desrad to turn thelrYGOerman slaves into an drmed"Volkesturm " = surely,
all this makes them look like a bunch of veritzble supermen.

5¢) Mr, Stornber: tells us "Why the Mazis Fight On®. A8 a matter of record

- hava.
"The Ge:mans" also fight on. Why? I can only repeat what LHi?Zﬁf‘fZlﬂ me,

Some = ten,perhaps, out of a jixed hundred of civiliane ana captured soldlere -

plqgﬁjdthedr:cponsibllit; dquarely on Herr [immler's shoulders, Three op
22 NAS Gty

mos
:ﬁ!’igrticularly the “"Roosevelt-Ksufmenn Plan",

The rest - a out 86 percent - declared that the war must go on until the
Allies are ready ( whAA tun-nn-«u-uﬁgﬂzzgﬁhn sufflclantly tired =nd disunited)
for “"a decent peace“. Just what this decent one would have to look like,they
were hesitant to saye But I venture to doubt whether ény pcace which the
A_Jlies could possibly device without harboring suicidal intentlons would

be considered "decent",

' The Germens,then,fight on for something they won't get,something,
however,which they believe to be avallable,if only they keep [ighting.Nothing -
but totel defeat ,nothing shopt of an all-engulfing,omni-present, irresistable
national disaster will stop them. No imaginable "change of poliey" will.
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