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What Should We Do in the Berlin Situation?

Announcer:

Tonight, Town Meeting greets
you from Stockton, California, fa-
mous for its inland seaport, located
just 88 nautical miles from the
Golden Gate. Situated at the
northern end of California’s rich
San Joaquin Valley, Stockton is
the seat of the fourth wealthiest
agricultural county in the United
States. It is the hub of Cali-
fornia’s agricultural implement
manfacturing company and the
home of the College of the Pacific.

We are guests tonight of the
John Breuner Company, Town
Meeting’s regular sponsor on Sta-
tion KWG; Stockton Chamber of
Commerce, and the Adult Division
of Stockton College.

Last week, we took up one of
the Nation’s most pressing domes-
tic problems—Housing. This week,
our attention shifts to the day’s
most vital international topic and
the role which the United States
should play in it.

Our question is, "“"What Should
We Do in the Berlin Situation?”

We seek the council of three emi-
nent authorities on European af-
faire—Miss FErika Mann, author
and war correspondent; Captain
Harry Butcher, Naval Aide to Gen-
eral Eisenhower in World War
IT and Denis W. Brogan, Professor
of Political Science at Cambridge
University.

Now to preside over our discus-
ston in the absence of George V.
Denny, Jr., is one of the outstand-
ing newspaper men of the West,
Mr. Manchester Boddy, publisher
of the Los Angeles Daily News.
Mr. Boddy. (Applause.)

Moderator Boddy:

Good evening. Through more
than 14 years of Service in Town
Mecting of the Air programs,
George V. Denny, Jr., has given
that word “moderator” a new
meaning. Through his efforts,
millions of Americans have been
inspired to think and reason, to
realize that there are sincere but
conflicting schools of ,thought on
every important issue that confronts
our vast Nation. We will miss




him tonight and, George, you may
be sure, will miss the inspiration
that radiates from this eager and
typically American audience here in
Stockton, California, where we are
the guests tonight of the John
Breuner Company, Town Meeting’s
regular sponsor on KWG; the
Stockton Chamber of Commerce;
and the Adult Division of the
Stockton College.

In a sense, the whole purpose of
America’s Town Meeting is to help
every citizen to become the moder-
ator of his own thinking. That
is particularly true tonight, because
our question is, “What Shall We
Do in the Berlin Situation?”

If ever there was an issue that
required clear thinking, sound

judgment, and decisive action, we

have it in that question. But our
conclusions can be no better than
the information upon which they
are based, and so tonight, we are
most fortunate in having as our
speakers three outstanding experts.

We will hear from Miss Erika
Mann, who has lived many years
in the heart of Europe and has
served as war correspondent and
who enjoys a world-wide repu-
tation as an authority on European
history in the making.

We will hear from Captain
Harry C. Butcher, author of that
best-seller, My Three Years With
Eisenbower. Captain Butcher lived
in the closest intimacy with the Su-
preme Commander and saw many
of the historic events in the making

that produced the very situation
that we are to discuss here tonight.

Our third speaker will be Dr.
Denis W. Brogan, who is in the
United States now as visiting lec-
turer on political science at Mills
College, California. He is now
on leave here from his post as pro-
fessor of political science at Cam-
bridge, and fortunately for us he
has the distinction of being one of
the foremost authotities on the
history of the United States.

First, we will hear from the
author of School for Barbarians,
The Lights Go Down, Escape To
Light and The Other Germany,
from a woman who lived in Ger-
many in the days of the Weimar
Republic, and who was on the spot
as a war correspondent when Ger-
many fell in 1945—Miss Erika
Mann. (Applause.)

Miss Mann:

As an American war corre-
spondent, 1 drove into Berlin on
July 3, 1945, the very day the
Western Allies first entered the
German capital. It had not been
easy to get there. Countless de-
tours, stops, and formalities—all
Russian enforced — served con-
tinually to remind wus that we
were traveling through Soviet-
controlled territory, and that,
while our right to be in Berlin
had been clearly established, all
was different when it came to
getting in and out of that ruined
city.

There did not then, and there




does not now, exist any written
agreement authorizing us to pass
through the Soviet Zone on our
way to or from Berlin.

Now this is a very important
fact and one which the Russians
are certain to deem very im-
portant. For all their alienating
inaccessibility and their habitual
disdain of the truth, the Russians
are not in the habit of breaking
written treaties. Had our diplo-
mats and top-ranking specialists
but remembered that a person’s
right to be at a certain place
doesn’t mean a thing unless that
includes his right to get there,
the present crisis would scarcely
have arisen.

But why, you may ask, if the
Russians might have blockaded
Berlin from the outset, did they
wait until now?

Here’s why. Until recently, we
had a very good reason for being
in Berlin. As long as both the
Russians and the western powers
held on to the concept of one
Germany, governed by the Allied
Control Council in Berlin, we were
obviously entitled to be in Berlin,
and any Russian move to deny us
road and rail access to the city
would have been utterly unjusti-
fiable in a Shylock-like sort of
way.

This picture changed radically
the moment we declared our in-
tention to establish an independent
western German state with Frank-
fort as its capital. By so doing, we
served official notice that we had

ceased, even theoretically, to con-
sider Germany an entity, that the
four-power government had ceased
to function, and that consequently,
our presence in Berlin had ceased
to make any sense whatever.

Unfortunately, this last conclu-
sion was never arrived at by our
policy makers. If it had, we
should have left Berlin then, car-
rying our heads very high and
without the loss of one penny’s
worth of prestige.

Instead, we stayed and waited
for the Russians to take the in-
evitable action, and once they had
acted, once the blockade and the
squeeze were on, departure was
out. We would not and could not
yield to pressure but insisted that
no Russian steps short of war
would prompt us to quit.

In Washington, the strongest
measures were being pondered.
Should we invade the Soviet Zone
with armed convoys? Would full
scale economic sanction against
the Soviet Union do the trick?

But then our recent contribu-
tions to the economic recovery of
the U.S.S.R. has been infinitesimal.
If we stopped all deliveries, the
dull-minded Russians might not
even notice.

To make matters worse, our
European Allies failed to appreci-
ate our proposed Berlin policy.
They were frightened. War, they
know better than we do, is some-
thing wunspeakably horrid and,
much though any Marshall Plan
countries is bound to like the face




of America, nobody wants to risk
war just to save that face.

Somewhat lonely for all their
“toughness, our policy makers
eventually decided to negotiate
rather than force the issue. The
Berlin problem, we have discov-
ered, is not an isolated one, but
closely interrelated with all ques-
tions pertaining to Germany and
Europe as a whole. Unless general
agreement can be reached with
Russia on this entire conflict, any
possible solution of the Berlin di-
lemma would be temporary and
insufficient.

As we speak here tonight, the
scope and essence of our present
talks with the Soviets are still un-
known, but only if these talks
are being conducted in a spirit of
give-and-take may worth-while re-
sults be expected.

If the Russians are to lift the
blockade and sign an agreement
consolidating our shaken Berlin
position and authorizing us to use
certain Soviet-controlled land cor-
ridors on our way to and from the
city, we shall have to give them
something in exchange.

Just what this something might
consist of is hard to say. Most
probably, the Russians would want
us to abandon our plans for the
establishment of the Western Ger-
man State. Equally probably we
would refuse to do so for this pro-
jected state forms an important
part of the American master plan
for the economic and military co-
ordination of Western Europe,

bibliothek /
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and is considered indispensable to
the success of the Marshall Plan.
Russia, of course, could simply
be offered a little money. Small
loans might be granted to Poland
and Czechoslovakia and Eastern
Europe might be promised a
modest share of the production of
the Ruhr. But no matter how little
we may be prepared to pay, we
shall have to pay something or
get out of Berlin. (Applause.)

Moderator Boddy:

Thank you, thank you, Miss
Mann. Now we shall have the
valued opinions of the man who
lived with Supreme Commander
Dwight Eisenhower during the
three crucial years that produced
the Berlin situation, from the man
who. as naval aide to General Eis-
enhower, was in constant contact
with many of the world leaders
who shaped the policies that are
now on trial in the grim court of
public opinion. I give you Captain
Harry C. Butcher. (Applause.)

Captain Butcher:

Miss Mann is most personable
and well versed in international
affairs, but I must disagree with
her when she says we are staying
in Berlin where we no longer have
any business.

Many of us will remember that
six years ago this summer Russia
was being pressed hard by Hitler's
forces. Russia was being pushed
so hard that her Western Allies
were gravely concerned whether
she could hold out. The Soviet
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What Should We Do in the Berlin Situation?

Announcer:

Tonight, Town Meeting greets
you from Stockton, California, fa-
mous for its inland seaport, located
just 88 nautical miles from the
Golden Gate. Situated at the
northern end of California’s rich
San Joaquin Valley, Stockton is
the seat of the fourth wealthiest
agricultural county in the United
States. It is the hub of Cali-
fornia’s  agricultural implement
manfacturing company and the
home of the College of the Pacific.

We are guests tonight of the
John Breuner Company, Town
Meeting’s regular sponsor on Sta-
tion KWG; Stockton Chamber of
Commerce, and the Adult Division
of Stockton College.

Last week, we took up one of
the Nation’s most pressing domes-
tic problems—Housing. This week,
our attention shifts to the day’s
most vital international topic and
the role which the United States
should play in it.

Our question is, “What Should
We Do in the Berlin Situation?”

We seek the council*of three emi-
nent authorities on European af-
fairs—Miss Erika Mann, author
and war correspondent; Captain
Harry Butcher, Naval Aide to Gen-
eral Eisenhower in World War
[T and Denis W. Brogan, Professor
of Political Science at Cambridge
University.

Now to preside over our discus-
sion in the absence of George V.
Denny, Jr., is one of the outstand-
ing newspaper men of the West,
Mr. Manchester Boddy, publisher
of the Los Angeles Daily News.
Mr. Boddy. (Applause.)

Moderator Boddy:
Good evening.

Through more
than 14 years of Service in Town
Meeting of the Air programs,
George V. Denny, Jr., has given

that word “moderator” a new
meaning. Through his efforts,
millions of Americans have been
inspired to think and reason, to
realize that there are sincere but
conflicting schools of thought on
every important issue that confronts
our vast Nation. We will miss




him tonight and, George, you may
be sure, will miss the inspiration
that radiates from this eager and
typically American audience here in
Stockton, California, where we are
the guests tonight of the John
Breuner Company, Town Meeting's
regular sponsor on KWG; the
Stockton Chamber of Commerce;
and the Adult Division of the
Stockton College.

In a sense, the whole purpose of
America’s Town Meeting is to help
every citizen to become the moder-
ator of his own thinking. That
is particularly true tonight, because
our question is, “What Shall We
Do in the Berlin Situation?”

If ever there was an issue that
required clear thinking, sound
judgment, and decisive action, we
have it in that question. But our
conclusions can be no better than
the information upon which they
are based, and so tonight, we are
most fortunate in having as our
speakers three outstanding experts.

We will hear from Miss Erika
Mann, who has lived many years
in the heart of Europe and has
served as war correspondent and
who enjoys a world-wide repu-
tation as an authority on European
history in the making.

We will hear from Captain
Harry C. Butcher, author of that
best-seller, My Three Years With
Eisenbower. Captain Butcher lived
in the closest intimacy with the Su-
preme Commander and saw many
of the historic events in the making
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that produced the very situation
that we are to discuss here tonight.

Our third speaker will be Dr.
Denis W. Brogan, who is in the
United States now as visiting lec-
turer on political science at Mills
College, California. He is now
on leave here from his post as pro-
fessor of political science at Cam-
bridge, and fortunately for us he
has the distinction of being one of
the foremost authorities on the
history of the United States.

First, we will hear from the
author of School for Barbarians,
The Lights Go Down, Escape To
Light and The Other Germany,
from a woman who lived in Ger-
many in the days of the Weimar
Republic, and who was on the spot
as a war correspondent when Ger-
many fell in 1945—Miss Erika
Mann. (Applause.)

Miss Mann:

As an American war corre-
spondent, 1 drove into Berlin on
July 3, 1945, the very day the
Western Allies first entered the
German capital. It had not been
easy to get there. Countless de-
tours, stops, and formalities—all
Russian enforced — served con-
tinually to remind us that we
were traveling through Soviet-
controlled territory, and that,
while our right to be in Berlin
had been clearly established, all
was different when it came to
getting in and out of that ruined
city.

There did not then, and there




«does not now, exist any written
agreement authorizing us to pass
through the Soviet Zone on our
‘way to or from Berlin.

Now this is a very important
fact and one which the Russians
are certain to deem very im-
portant. For all their alienating
inaccessibility and their habitual
disdain of the truth, the Russians
are not in the habit of breaking
written treaties. Had our diplo-
mats and top-ranking specialists
but remembered that a person’s
right to be at a certain place
doesn’t mean a thing unless that
includes his right to get there,
the present crisis would scarcely
have arisen.

But why, you may ask, if the
Russians might have blockaded
Berlin from the outset, did they
wait until now?

Here’s why. Until recently, we
had a very good reason for being
in Berlin. As long as both the
Russians and the western powers
held on to the concept of one
Germany, governed by the Allied
Control Council in Berlin, we were
obviously entitled to be in Berlin,
and any Russian move to deny us
road and rail access to the city
would have been utterly unjusti-
fiable in a Shylock-like sort of
way.

This picture changed radically
the moment we declared our in-
tention to establish an independent
western German state with Frank-
fort as its capital. By so doing, we
served official notice that we had

ceased, even theoretically, to con-
sider Germany an entity, that the
four-power government had ceased
to function, and that consequently,
our presence in Berlin had ceased
to make any sense whatever.

Unfortunately, this last conclu-
sion was never arrived at by our
policy makers. If it had, we
should have left Berlin then, car-
rying our heads very high- and
without the loss of one penny’s
worth of prestige.

Instead, we stayed and waited
for the Russians to take the in-
evitable action, and once they had
acted, once the blockade and the
squeeze were on, departure was
out. We would not and could not
yield to pressure but insisted that
no Russian steps short of war
would prompt us to quit.

In Washington, the strongest
measures were being pondered.
Should we invade the Soviet Zone
with armed convoys? Would full
scale economic sanction against
the Soviet Union do the trick?

But then our recent contribu-
tions to the economic recovery of
the U.S.S.R. has been infinitesimal.
If we stopped all deliveries, the
dull-minded Russians might not
even notice.

To make matters worse, our
European Allies failed to appreci-
ate our proposed Berlin policy.
They were frightened. War, they
know better than we do, is some-
thing wunspeakably horrid and,
much though any Marshall Plan
countries is bound to like the face




of America, nobody wants to risk
war just to save that face.

Somewhat lonely for all their
toughness, our policy makers
eventually decided to negotiate
rather than force the issue. The
Berlin problem, we have discov-
ered, is not an isolated one, but
closely interrelated with all ques-
tions pertaining to Germany and
Europe as a whole. Unless general
agreement can be reached with
Russia on this entire conflict, any
possible solution of the Berlin di-
lemma would be temporary and
insufficient.

As we speak here tonight, the
scope and essence of our present
talks with the Soviets are still un-
known, but only if these talks
are being conducted in a spirit of
give-and-take may worth-while re-
sults be expected.

If the Russians are to lift the
blockade and sign an agreement
consolidating our shaken Berlin
position and authorizing us to use
certain Soviet-controlled land cor-
ridors on our way to and from the
city, we shall have to give them
something in exchange.

Just what this something might
consist of is hard to say. Most
probably, the Russians would want
us to abandon our plans for the
establishment of the Western Ger-
man State. Equally probably we
would refuse to do so for this pro-
jected state forms an important
part of the American master plan
for the economic and military co-
ordination of Western Europe,
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and is considered indispensable to
the success of the Marshall Plan.
Russia, of course, could simply
be offered a little money. Small
loans might be granted to Poland
and Czechoslovakia and Eastern
FEurope might be promised a
modest share of the production of
the Ruhr. But no matter how little
we may be prepared to pay, we
shall have to pay something or
get out of Berlin. (Applause.)

.Moderator Boddy:

Thank you, thank you, Miss
Mann. Now we shall have the
valued opinions of the man who
lived with Supreme Commander
Dwight Eisenhower during the
three crucial years that produced
the Berlin situation, from the man
who, as naval aide to General Eis-
enhower, was in constant contact
with many of the world leaders
who shaped the policies that are
now on trial in the grim court of
public opinion. I give you Captain
Harry C. Butcher. (Applause.)

Captain Butcher:

Miss Mann is most personable
and well versed in international
affairs, but I must disagree with
her when she says we are staying
in Berlin where we no longer have
any business.

Many of us will remember that
six years ago this summer Russia
was being pressed hard by Hitler’s

forces. Russia was being pushed
so hard that her Western Allies
were gravely concerned whether
she could hold out. The Soviet




