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Erika Mann:

WHAT PRICE SWITZRZRLAND %
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"It's mnrt}t#&hgl" y a8 Jimmy Durante used to say,and it starts
pronmp tly at the boundary, As you drive past sqﬁ}uting "poilus®,
through French oeccupied Austria,along Lake Constance and towards

the Swiss frontier , you'd better realize that things will never be
the same, “rom now onm you are no congueror any more and no libera-
tor either, The U,S, Army stickers,proudly glued to your windshield;
the letter in your pocket,stating that "you are to depart on or about
the 13th om an important press miesion"; your brown A,G,0, card,
issued by the War Department,your dearest posessgdion ,your magie
pass partout; they all have come to mean nothing, What you want here,
is a oivilian visa in a valid passport, For years past you've been
traveling exelusively on army orders,waving the type-written sheets
at trusting soldiersivho'd hardly give them a glanece, Thus the
professional serutiny,employed by the Swiss custom officials strikes
you as almost offensive, Keep smiling,though, You're in no position

to aet hurt,
Before leaving Germany,you've tried your utmost to

invest part of your fortune in Swiss Franos. To no avail,Up to their

becks in allied invasion money and foreign banknotes of every

deseription from Duteh gulldﬂ to Palestinian me s,your finance
shrugged

offiu:? regretfully, "Sorry", they said, "If it were anything
Suiss
else you wanted,., Butvrranel? Hotbdgnedotgr Impossiblel™

Iuokily!your Swiss publisher owes you a bit of the seanty
stuff, But that bit is in Eulrieh and you are 80 Miles away in a place
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ealled St, Hargtrat} and in quite a =pot,
"Any Franes at all?"
The eustom official sounds as if he expected all Americans

to be beggars,
'wblliﬁ]-' you say non=committally,produecing 9 Dollar
notes and seven Pounds Sterling, a small trennurl ynu've been saving

]'r HH"\.«‘- v 5 Q_LL.('V' o
for just such an emergeney, Forjithat- retl eaiE fhe aame ecash which

JL1 A

you ecould have sold for four times 1tsxi&1uc on any black market
in Burope, would ever turn worthless,Wis/fot. agetired tacpoug
"Keep it",the man says kindly; "It's no good,"

The amount you owe him by now = for the stamp in yvour passport
LAISS EZ —

the tli:¢&01wpnsser for your ear and a long-distance eall to the
U.,S8. Legation in Berne - is modest,but worrying, Besides,wvhat with
the time spent on the thorough eontrol of your untidy luggage,it is
getting dark and the 80 Miles between here and Zuerieh are covered
vith iece,

"If you want to stay over night",says the man,"I shall
esgort you to thehfithd hotel,"

After an excellent dinmer with wine and f%uhnapa'. a hot

bath, a night passed in a very cold room and a meager dreakfast,
you depart without as much as mentioning the bill, You've seen your

custom's man whisper with your host and rightly assume that he is
in the know, Whether these people rely on the honesty of your face,
the chivalry of your legation ,or the ineseapability of their owm
special Foreigneys' Police,you can only guess,

The eity of Zurieh - piot&%enﬁriut ¢lean; ancient,but
comfortable; intimate ,but sizeable; cosmopolitan,but unmistakably S,iss, =
is as handsome W as ever, The unfamiliar sight of a town all in
one piece becomes all the more startling,vhere a colourful abundance
of goods in every shop window seems to deny the occurences of the

past six and a half years,To deepen the # eling of dreamy confusion
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that is taking hold of you, your own situation proves to be the exaect
uppoaite uf what it used to be in Afriea and France; in Belgium and
Holland; Germany.Austrln and Czechoslovakia, Ever a&nd the original
D,Day you've been sauntering about in places where there was - legally
at least « little or nothing to buy,lNoney kept pilinz wp in your
pockets which to you seemed hardly worth the paper it was printed on,
Now you are faced by a string of exquisite shops with lengths of
pure silk,silk stockings,dainty girdels pdndieRvg of lace and lastex,
fur-1inéd vests,boots and gloves,ew ning gowns made of almost forgotten
materials,w nerable spirits from the finest Burbom to Napoleon's own
Brandyf,vatchea which wind themselves and which tell you not merely
the huur+but also the day of the week and the month and the year,
These whtches - dream objects of every G,I, on furlough =
do not mind being bathed in either hot or eold,sweet or salty water,
They are exp elsi‘retthnum, and thelr purchase mavy not even be phlndered,
The silk stockings,on the other hand,might be bought ,if only your
publisher's debt to you had been less insignificant,Also,you've had
to drop the idea of somehow disposing of your dollars and<pound|. The
exchange rate offered "inoffieially" ( 2 Franes to the ﬂkllar and 7
to the Pound) ,proved all too pitiful, Both,the American and British
gowmuptn refuse to aceept their own respective ocurrencies in payment

for goods shipped to Swigftzerland; and the Swiss, their banks heavy

whth Paund and dollar accounts,do not faney the continued asquisition

of
of banknotii¢whioh two of their main business partners will have no
part,Nor do they wish to see their fortunes shrink in their stockings,

To '
should we decide pp devnluntii. our eurrencies, Henece their disineli-
nation to sell us anything for anything but Francs,




For the first time in his overseas carrier, the American soldier -

and officer for that matter - is poor, a fellow who ean hardly afford

to take a girl out even onee,without turning his budget into a

shambles, While his Swiss furlough lasts seven days,his pocket money,the

*&25~Franua which U8 he is entitled to buy at the boundary ,would ”

not survive one reasonably high evening,True,the exchange rate establishe

for him, is favorable ( 4,29 to the dollar}.And he eats,sleeps and

travels for nothing,Or,rather for the five Dollars pro day with whieh

the army,having HWebhkkd deducted 35 dollara from the G,1,'s pay,

compensates the Swiss government His food,though furnished by the
T!yﬁf&oeu not eome out of this amount,as the iiiéég-reeeive ke [ HE

'equivalunt in army rations, Drinks,tips,theater tickets ,taxis

and any little extra he might feel like - such as renting skies or taking

a guide - are his own finaneial responsibility.And after a few hoursy

gpent on Swiss soil,he'll think twice before needlessly sacrificing
any one eoin in his pocket, All the more so,since nobody here seems
interested in what he might be willing to sell, Neither his cl garettes,
nor his candy rations,nor even the extra pair of pants which he managed
to get through the army control at Mulhouse,appear to be wanted here,
How black is your market? When in Swltzer1§ndl§t is
barely pale gray, Along with Luxembourg and,until reeantly,i;;;é¥;;
this country is one of a precious fewyvhose people stick stubbornly
to the rules, These rules,though applied to food and fuel only,are
stringent enough,The ecountry is rieh im electrieity,generated from
water power and therefor not quite as cold as if it had to rely on
non=existing eoal and too little wood, But one egg pro month and person
{s an humble amount of eggs, Whoever thinks it too humble,is per-
mitted to keep one and a half chickens, Poulterers who exceed that
quota have to surrender the extra eggs to the dairy authorities,
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Veat ( 2 pounie tﬁw mon th i&peraaﬂ} . suvﬁar ( “E'puundi'.incl uding
honey and jam ,butter and fats ( almost 2 pounds) and hreﬁ'?ﬂour”
M%%W{ 15 pounds) are not plentgful
either, Yet,the Swiss eat precisely what they are entitled to, By
means of a tidily demoeratic ration system well- to-do oitizenn are
prevented from dropring in to a restaurant after having dingﬂ at home,
Restaurant diners get exactly enough coupons for three mesls a day,
People who eat partly at homef and partly in Cafes have to go to

the food office and change shop coupone for restaurant coupons, Smiles

shavin
or tips won't get you one extra lump uf sugar or a minum of

butter, Nor is the man at the gas station interested in franes for
black rations, (Doectors are allowed 5 gallons a month; when that is
gone, they walk,unless they prefer to have an evil smelling chareoal
burner bduilt into their vehicle,) While in Eranoe,Beléiuﬂ,Italy.or
Germany the offielal rations are somewhat lower then here,they

do not give an ything like a true picture of the food situation, last
fall in Brussels,you could eat two fried eggs,a dozen oysters, a large
lobeter, a thiek steak,equally thieck chops,half a deer and a whole
goose,all at once,if you could do it, In Rome,almost anything b

you want is expensively yours for the asking and few people even know
what the eurrent rations are,"Starving Germany" , too,khh is Peopled

by black marketeers,

Despite the modesty of the Swise cuisine and his own reduced
finaneial position,the average GoIls is favourably impressed with this
quaint little eountry,He admires ites beauty,likes its c¢leanliness and
eppreciates its integrity, After so many months,spent among ruins and
in places where nothing funetioned,he is doubly grateful for the
casual efficenoy with which the Swiss ik run their national life,
Even his poverty £ills him with awe, A nation who doesn't care for the
1bllar,1u a very special nation indeed, Does it not seey,au if they
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falled to eare even for their own sacered ﬁrane? But here the puzzled
G,I, lacks in psychologiecal insight,For the Swiss are great believers
in money,the best bankers on earth, ¥mowing preeisely just how many
"Franklies® the G,I, has in hie pockets and how far they are supposed
to go, they wateh his finaneial moves with vivid interest and pro-
found unders tanding, Saleds elerks urgently esdvise him egainst
buying their goods,vhich they consider toe expensive, Waiters warn
him against orc‘zing the speclalty of thﬂ;‘huuse; there are = they point
sut « cheqper dishes on the menuf. 1 wéelf have been casutioned

with regard to a ocup of coffee, "It's more here in the bar"',l was told,
“than next door in the rez_ltaurant. 10 ecentimes (‘;MG gents) morel”

I said that I didn't mind,
"Very well®,said the waitress,eying me with an air of mild die-

gpproval; "I just meant to spare you a ghock,"

Too poor to imdulge in noisy revelries and too impressed
by the sedate dignity Wi of hie hostsyas %o make himself conspicuous,
the G.I, in Zuerieh,Bale,or Arosa 8seems & far ery from his own
expansive self, A quiet tourist, friendly and unobtrueive,he displays
neither his most fetching,nor his less engeging charaecteristies,

The vesult is likable enough, Were it not for the fact that e
vhen porting with people vhom he expects to see again im an hour or
so,he frequently forgets to shake hands, ne'd be thought perfectly
charming, And even this ommission i= considered a fruit of his
"ghyness" rather than of outlandish manners,

Yhat he's Picked wp in the way of CGerman,Fpench and Italien
(Switzerland's three offielal languages) yrarely suffices for him to

peruse the loeal press, Thus a number of developments and events whiech

recently upset the nation's inner|planece,are 1ikely to eseape him,
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Here as elsewhere this is the time for all sorts of
nowe i t- gan=now={t must-bHe-told stories ,And the Swise have been
shocked recently by an account published by their gowrnment and
revealing for the firet time the stagge ring extent of Nazi and
Fifth Bhin Column ;Btét;u -'.'m this country,.On 143 printed pages
2Report Number 4919" plectures the machinations that threatened the
freedom and the very existence of the small alpine republie,
Eenecially in 1940, Hitler's New Europ@ attracted an ever inereasing
number of entili:ied or faint-hearted natives, Tw> hundred »f them -
a Tairly prominent and influential group « went as far as to demand
in a signed application to the government what amounted to the
abolition of the country's free press and the "eoordination" of
Swieas justiee to the legal pmactices of the Third Reich ,Newsmapers,
that had ventured to eriticize the all-powerful neighbour even between
the lines,were to be forbidden, Judges who had dared to condemm
a quisling,were to be dismissed and the traitors were to be freed,as
well as apprologized to,"hile the govenment proudly asserts that BE
they never as mueh as mswe;?a%‘il"qgf?i;ggﬂéﬁ‘!m&uﬂhe

press maintaine that a written rebuttal would have been desirable;
NAZI !}:J.S‘PJ’RE:[_)J_
more 8o tham the silent,if modified acnqé,tance of eertainidemands.

sl eyt At iidp iilomyta, Though eautiously anti-nazi newspapers were
nevey forbidden,they were muted by a censorship with which the
"infamous 200" must have been highly pleased,Nor,aceording to the
press,was "Report Number 4919" suffieciantly bwhhihhikwkh o nd usive,
By withholding the ineriminated names,it falled to initiate the
"inner housecleaning so sorely needed at this moment,”

After a furious campegny conducted in rare unity by the entire

Swise press) the nam% were finally surrendered,
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Allegedly their W*ugsdms, among ¥itom many a high army- and government

of*‘iaial"wmacted in the interest of their country's
continued neutrality and independence, Others - the membe¥ of
various "rightist movements" - candidly affirmed that their goal was
+0 LEAD GREATER
sy Seadmsalof their nation into the arms of the'fatherland,
Even before the war,the Germans,wher mentioning Switzerland
used to say : "Thet one we'll take with a vaeuum cleaney, "
I'n TAKE
torpigyongiggoeynyy Hhkhhbh They ’Dﬁr)t the troudle,however,of
earefully grooming a number of high P?eésure Fifth Columnists to
do the ol aning, In Byrnst Leonhardt Hbhhak Switzerland found her
quisling number one,the gequivalent of Austria's Seyse~Inquart
and Hollend's h{%usert. whhhgh The local "Fuehrer" moved to Germany
bu
early in the r—ai";‘dl kept dirceting his "movement" from his Msdds
IN THE REI(H
headqusrterss IT Leomhardt has been spprehendedshe has not thus
far been identified by any of the oceupying povers,His deputy, the
traitor Franz Burri, has reeently been arrested in Austria,
He is held for questioning by the Amerians; wanted by the Austrian

State Police; and elaimed for trial by his own government,
The German head on Swiss soil of the Nazi eonspiracy

against the country was Herr Doctor ¥oecher, Hitler's last Uinister
to Berne, Captured im the American Zome,the ghady "dip lomat" hanged

himself,following an interrogation by G‘.‘I.C. (Countedy Intelligence
Corps) , His suicide wae non-political, While the Amerieans were about

to release their prisoner,the German police were ready to re-arrest
him for the slleged embezzelment of 200 000 Marks,

Many of the facts revekled in "4919" hav.e thelr wahihih
i'epercuugiona even now,vhen the purge of undesirable elements has
surpessed ite pesk, For example; Though meil is permitted to
eireulate freely between here and Austria, picture posteards remain
"verboten", This queer restriction has to do with the ingenious
way in which Nazi agents on Swiss territory kept in touch with
their Aqqrﬁ?lt home, Their communications were addressed to

a religious publishing house in Stuttgart,vhose affiliations
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in Switzerland were generally knowm, Letterslfxdhangeﬂ between
the firm end its Swisse correspondente were rarely,if ever, opened
by the Swiss eensors, Nor was the arrangementg of stamps on

many of these envelops thought significant, All Fazi envelops bore

five threc-ecentimes atmpu,oneof whichjthe center piecegwas

gpplied upeide down,"hile on the Swiss side these letters passed
with the others,they were é%regnted in Germany and properly re-hilih
ad ressed by initiated postal offieials, Since picture posteards
might lend themselves to similar scheres ( pieturé’of certain
flovers,meiled in a eertain sequence,might serve to hide a eertain

meaning,eto.}fthis moat innocuous type of esrrespondence has been

barred,
The Swiss ,in whose daily lives corruption is all but

an unkmown factor,seem stunned,not so muech by the enemy's
frustrated attempts,iﬁﬁh by the laeck of integrity\Fviﬂenced by some

1o OYN COUNTRYMEN
OF Jasia Spegtxpasved T miet be stated,thoushythat the majority of

the people - and quite especially the greater part of the press -
understood and detested the giant im whose murderous embrace they
lived,They could not,te be sure, refuse all eeonomiec collabalration,
And even if they'd been éimitted to do so,their industrislists
would hardly heve wanted to sacrifice considerable rrofits,

At present the latter are spnalled by an allied ruling aceording to
which Swiss fretyoles on German soil must put sside 28 % of their
machinery for reparations,Waving their Swise passports and
mattering the magiec word "neutral" will avall them little,

Like Germans they've lived and worked In d%many for Hitle;'a

war e‘fort{and 1ike Geymzns they'll have to pPay a small fine,
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Revolted by their performance,their countrymen rightly insist
that these indusrialists were anything dut typieal and that,by and
large.S'itfklanr_i hbl never sold her soul to the devil, ZXEven the
horrified sensation ¢amused by Bkhhbithinnheis" 419" is proof of this,

If that report and its consequences are too intricate
and embarrassing an affair as to be discussed with the touring G.I.\,-
he will hardly esespe another topiec of convrsation, No matter to
whom he talks or listems, "our neutrality” will lurk in the back-

) p earliest _

gmund,g,n-tain to ﬁraep up at the “EEARALRY oprortunity,

For 211 their pride in their freedom-loving community,
thelr anelent demoeratio traditiomns amd thelr wellerun country,the
Sriss are strongly inclined towards self- analysis,self-eriticism,and
even self-reproach, Ané while they deem their kikbkighbhkeld
traditional neutraiity a time-honqjred right,they concede that
the very coneept of neutrality loses its meaning when the neutral's
1iberty and existence dépend on the victory of one Bile belligerent
s#lde,Hence the "neutrality complex” ghioh has grown im their hearts
and which battles its way to the surfsce in even the most unpolitieal
conversation,

"We hoven't suffered at all.seee Yappinddgagsehiunh
W\vae ne'\;er paid the price of liberation; for,
we,too,had to be libverated,vhether we like it,or N0t sessee MiMblig
T‘hvrn's been a lot of tteaehe{iﬁ%.nd ;H'leqihu talk pro-allied
today,talked quite differently in 1040, 440"

Thus they sigh,searching your face for possible
reaetions, If you reply by ghrugging,or a non-committal "what
eould you have done?", you are doing fine, If,ha_wyever,you whole-

SELE -ALCLATIONS
heartedly agree with your partner's R¥G¥ged,or even add an {llustrating
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word of your own,you'll find youraelf s&risingu contradicted,

Our neutrality - the Swiss seem to feel - is open to Swiss eritiecism

only, Woe to the foreigner who undertakes to reprove the little

nation for what it finds itself reporved daily in ite own Dress,
Under the ironieal heading "A Harmless Sport",the

passionately pro-allied NATIONAL ZEITUNG of Bale deals with a

piece recently published by the American weekly THE PROTESTANT,

Its author,it aprears, "harmlesely” nmused himeelf by accusing the

Swiss peapla of wholessle collaboration =nd their government of

H)L
having ,aided a,nd abetted Hitlerite aggression,The Bale paper,not

content with repudiating fhe unjust attack,stakes a violent counter-

offensive,
"Switzerland", it shouts, "armed ageinst the German

EPLORARLE
menace ,vhen the U,3, still indulged 1nm isolationism and
8old quantities of war important materials to both Hitle r and Japan,
And wvhen war came,there stood at our frontieres a Swiss army,larger
than the anglo=-saxon land-armies together, Had the pgreat dermoecraeies
been prevared acco rding to their means as was this small demoecraey
in the midst of the most endangered danger zone, the world would
either have been spared the horrid blood bath,or Hitler and consorts
would have been drowned ¥ in it after a few monthse,"”

Outbursts like the above never appear without pro-
voeation, More often than not,they are framed by expressions of
dismay at the very ambiguities in the Swiss mekeup,hhRbhijihhihil
the existence of vhich they deny and vhieh foreigners had better con-

gsider tabu, paying gue t.._-. - the
Switzerland ie full of foreigners, Apart from the "

.h.L‘(,‘ M
touring G,I,8 ( 175 000 of theed have thus far Passed through the

SWISS LEAVE CENTER at Mulhouse ) and the Ameriecan soldier-students
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(459 of them have just moved into the universities of Geneva,

Freiburg,Neuenburg,Berne and Bale , where Rgeph il gugngdey pver. o hiedbih

‘_].‘fr'_'} M O NT - € |

Priiadettuoisotde they'll wttend(¢ourses Dertaining to ell
GROVN UPS
faculties) ‘*deﬁ'ﬂing\mi"and suffering children of many nationali-

ties enjoy the hospitality of 3wtfzi¢iland,home of the Red Cross,

At present, 6000 ailing members of Europe's various resistance move-
ments are nursed back to health in the Swiss mountains, 4000
c‘.ild vietims of Nezi perseecution have found a permanent refuge

in Swise families and children's homes, 14 000 little Poles have
Wtk been invited f‘arpa’zwhalnsome holiday, Like the tens of thousands
of French ,Dutoh.BelEiEgiﬁorwegian children,wo preceeded them,

they will soon recover here from the horrors of war, To cover the ex
penses csused by these needy ones - expenses that rum high into

the millions « funds have been raised from countle s private sources,
Inborn humpfitarisnism,as well as the Uerturbei dei%re to leseen the
sufferings of = world, in vhose liberating atruggﬁ‘--ﬁhﬁ failed to

QPENED
participgf'e';ffﬁia nation's hearts and pockets, Even Germany hhhiibhhhiil

benefits from Switzerland's all-embracing generosity, No less than
35 ald committees sre out teo eomfort the guilty neighbour,

If the Swisa ean aford to be generous,this does not in
any way mar the grace of their gesture,Things heve been going well
here throughout the war and the general Buropean need for finished
rroducte,coupled with the industrial low__'pi'::'a&ent in the ravaged

oW =

countries,hold no mesn promise for the mearYfuture, The average

maker or seller of goods,his reecent and eurrent income up to 100 %
higher than usual, asks him elf and others ,why he should go on

paying correspondingly high taxes, His government's war expenditures,
he argues,were gomparatively slight and,vhat figures so Prominently
on other peoples' post war bills = the entry "reeconstruction” -

has no place on balanece -sheets made in Berne,
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Meanwhile he sticks to a2 ruling which he himself has set
wp,but by whieh he feels bound as by an Eleventh Commandment,
"Never", thie law decrees, "Never spend more then the interests
of vour incomel" Fipuring,however,that to spend le ss than the

interests of one's income might seem a trifle miserly, he now indulgeg

in luxuries which were formerly resevred to the rioch,the irresponsible

snd the alien,He =nd his - for he is a family man - may be seen
LOSTL

dining in ingiyfreataurantu; buying in expensive shops; and ocoupying

theabe st sente .Li{cqnce?t halls and theaters,Thotever he gets for

hi= money,is first-rate, The Zq!yich thenter in particular has eome
to be something strangely unique; the omnly theater in German language
that cseaped the devastating influence of Nagism, While on the

stages of Vienna or Berlin the actors engage even nov in imitating
Der Fuehrer; while,regardless of the charaq}er of their parts,they

ucey
the audiencey

keep screaming and vYellowing,as if to
the @ st assembled nt the ZUNRCHER SCHAUSFIELHAUS [Zuiyieh Play-
house) , lives up to the finest traditions of the German stage,

And here again,the Swiss profited by Hitler and the war,Aetors,
directors and designers; Germans,Austrians and Czechs,who either could
or would not,work in the Third Relch,flncked into Switgzerland,
Sheltered from the {11 winde wvhich swept their homelands and which
had blown them together,they thrived,ss in a hothouse,dependent on
each other,learning from each other and,along with their Swiss
ualléﬁuas.gradually turning into a team of rare homogenity,

A film,produced by one of them - THE LAST CHANCE - msade Owitzerland

g winner at the international Pilm Con¥ét in the U,S., And

their performaneces - t&? Play everything from Shakespeare to Thorn-

ton Wilder « ean eonmpete with -ahphhiicretensnmindhebsaalz
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OR
anything seen at Parie,london Np# New York,

The eity of Zuerieh - "Resort of the Sophisticated",as she

ealls herself on tourist-minded poeters « is rightly proud »f high
her theater, Zuerchers disgplay their interest not merely by buying

tickets and wetoching the show,Vivid discussions follow every offering,
el
After the opening some monthe ago of "Our Tovn"si club was founded

<
for the sxPress Durpose of.ﬂiamwring the deeper meaning of Thornton

Wilder's symbolistie drama, The disputes sre still in progress,

Pe raans,inr-lined to elimb physienl,rather than spiritual
ALPINE SPAS

heights, enjoy t‘rmselveuiln 'W.v&wre a profusion of seenie

bem ty ic combined with the greastest bodily comfort, Nor do skiers
actually have to do any elimbing,lrom the wintery par¢diaes of Ste

HHicH REMAIN WINTERY TILL LATE 1N SPR/N &)
Koritz, Davos,or Arosajthey Proceed by ski LIft TAToufi snow-loaded

forests to treeless peaks%ﬁ;;/an szure sky, St, loritz,the most
attractively famous among the alpine spots,open to the touring G,I, ,
seemfs rather too rich in bars,night elubs and other alluring establish-
mentsy,as to it his slender means, And even Arnsa and likhe Do os,

vhile financially leas exacting, confront him with lUtain problems,
Should he,for examd ar pahnananmnandninnf 13 Pronees Bk for

tuming a mortsm?mgmmmtnmnmtnmsnﬂsisn@bmgnthm
A rair of skies plus sticks and boots; a pair of skates plus
SLEI1GH

suitable shoesyas well as a small may be rented for this amount,

payment of whicltl::titlea the G I, ( and only him) +to professio=
nal instruection in any bBhhhil of the three sports, As the eleetrie
toy train that earries him to Arosa,spProaches hitbhih its destination,
he doesn't know yet, But the moment,he arrives = the sounds of a
Viennegse waltz come from the near skating rinﬁ hand-some horses,
carrying small bells and pulling 'f‘urt-linedﬁ & ,ser*m to move in the
rytam of the musie; sunm-burned skiersy,their hreath forming gay little
elouds in the thin,eold air, glide dovm the village street,=ticks

under arms,hands in pockets; « as soon,then,as he arrived,his decision
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L
stand: he is to be part of this all,of this enchanted ani beviteh ing

seceneryd,vhich he shall eoncuer - on skies,

I've zeen him do ityafter varying fashions,
Has he reasonably settled fop a teachgr, he may be observed in groups
of 15 or 20, learning how to walk without falling over his
disturbingly prolonged feet; how to follow his sPeeding legs down
the slope (the upper part of hie body tends to stay behind); and,most

rs
isportant of all,hov to come to a stop, After a few hph¥

sdevoted to the study of these indigpenzible stunts,he is ready for

the ski-1lifrt, Theoretically,at least, Practically,he defies gll

SAMNCHOR
sheped something which is meant to

warnings not to sit on the hp-
push,rather than to earry him to the top; reelining in the midst of

the landscape,he grusea his "seat" tn vield and himaelf to collapse,
At best,he atays,w‘era he lies, a formidable obstacle to theme who
follow, At worst, he rolls into their path, a kiecking bund@ff.,ahost
foredained,inevitable aprroach is fearsome to behold, Here,as on his
way down,his imexpericnce equals his eourage, The wisdom of his
instructor,hovever,proteats B _im from serious trouble, Out of 1243
uniformed pupils,piloted W to date by one Avosa teacher, only one -
& doctor = chanced to break an hikde ankgl,

Non-believers in "basic training",on the other hand,

are less seoure,loreover,ns a self-mode man, the G,I, skier is almost
NG

AJ N
as deangerousygs he ia endangered, In watehing his %‘y antics on

iey slopes =nd tru—comﬂ-ed slants, many a seasoned skier has taken te
Praying,if he knows,vhere he's been,he gannot Possibly fathom,vhere «
or even how far « he is going,Inespable of either steering,or stopping,
OEM advanees like a forece of nature,drifting towards his

vietim with terrifying dpeed, His expression 1o pdd ly ecommosed of
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Pride - at what he's achieved thus far - and spprehension - regarding
the immedinte furture, The latter turns out to be dark, A gentle
"gsorry" on his 1ips;1he bird of ill omen swoops down on his prey.
As they fall,night falls bhefdre their eyes, Vhose arm is this,whose
leg that? Vhose ski has dastardly escaped,continuing the journey
on its own? And nll those prettyymulti-coldred stinrs,to whom do
they bdelong?

Fever mind, A twisted ankle or a gnarled knee are not worth
writing home about,

Switzerland,that mich remains certain,has been Tun, To us
her charme has gained a new DOlgnNancye.~ -

We,vho knew here begfore, 'h‘!:'H

In the midets of neighbours whose fuces are disfdgured by suf ‘ering

she scems movingly lonesome in sll her loveliness,

To those who only just met herythe soldiers from across
the sez whom she welgomes with such eager warmith,she is more than
a sasusl/ aeqw intanee, In diseovering Switzerland,the wareweary
G,I, vho kmows the continent to be a bettlefield,blood=drenched,
ugly and sad’ening,has caught a glimpse of & finer,haprier
Burope, In the words of ny friend Pete xnCullefa Tecﬂphhh Sergeant
from West Vivginie

* Yor thet I've seen Switzerland, I understand at long
last why veorle keep making @0 much fuss about “urope, At least I
guesg,l d0cesns"
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