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A SYMPOSIUM ; WHAT ABOUT VICHY

WHCA - 2315-0¢30 p.m. April Z, 1942

This progrem is presented by the FPree World umcitﬁian. over
the facilities of WMCA.

The Free World Assoclation is a group of men and women, leaders
of thought and seticn in the free countries of the world and
those struggling for freedon, fighting for the destruction of
Hasism, for the freedoa and securlty of the Boelety of Nations

and of the soclety within nations.

Tonight you will heer sbout some of the phaget of the strugile
for fresdom within wnoccupied France. The Reverend Foward L.
Brooks of Staten Island went te Franee to sdninister medical
service with the Unitarian Service Comeittee. Bis vitally
interesting report on what he saw in Prence is juet publizhed
in book form - PRISONERS OF HOPE. My, Brooks is here to answer
some questlions to be put to him l:gr two other suthorities, by
Erika Mann, ant-h m.n ] %f‘;h hsr:m‘ﬁfﬁ‘litlﬂ*
@ feger i.u‘,-h Ly eaone ada I fpy & fhdn s
Nasl terror mmﬂ by Willisa Bivd, of
the New York Sun, who was for many years head of the Bun's Paris
office, snd who is & speclalist in Presch snd Faropean news.

The firet voice you hear will be that of Hlss Erike Mann,
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That depends on the morale of the present French army. It is common
knowledge that the rank and fiia are pro-British, pro-Ally. But there
have been sgystematic transfers among officers, It is kmow that at least
& dozen Generals and probably mere high officers are in prison or in
*protective custody®™. That makes it difficult to predict what kind of

reslstance would be made against an Allied invasion.

It seems to me one of the great lessons of your book Prisoners of Hope
is the way it demonstrates the importance of keeping up the spirits of
the Fremch people by showing them pconstantly that we sympathisze with them
and consider them our partners in the war against the Nazis. From your

experience can you suggest some ways that we might do that?

Well the very fact that we are at war with the Nasis is the most heartening
factor, ofcourse. But if pamphlets could be sent into unoccupied France,
presenting the views of the United Nations that would be & great hels, The
news over there is not news at all, but pro-Nazi propaganda you know. Except

for the underground papers printed and ciroulated at the risk of death.

t
Yes - and the story you tell of those people who print and distribute the

——

secret mlp..pm{ is a thrilling one.

Another helpful thing would be a vigorous short-wave program broedeest inte
France -~ one that shows a real understanding of the problems facing the
French people. And if the pmerican Consulates in France were not so neutral
that they appear to be collaborating with even the worst Vichy elements,

the French people would take heart.

What do you think would be the popular reaction in France if the United
States should break off relations with Vichy?
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The Froench people would feel that the United States had broken with the
kind of a>pessenment policy which proved so disastrous to France herself,
For example = it is very difficult for Frenchmen to understand why we
should send supplies to North Africa, or why we should not glve Genmeral
deCeulle more recognition. In other words the French people would like
to have ug break with Viehy, which by its policy of collaberation has

become hated.

Mr, Broocks - I notice that the Nazi press in France keeps on mentioning
the Jews and the "Anglo-Saxons™ together - have the Nazis succeeded in

ereating a strong antl-English and anti-dmerican feeling among the French?

No -~ nmot at all. And the attempt to link tho Jewxs with the "Anglo-SBaxons®

&5 "war mongers® has been & flat failure.

Cly s :
I undergtand that there is guite a little anti-Sémitism in Prence. Or i

that a mistaken rumor?

Anti-Sealtism seems to be on the decline, I am glad to sey. Ii's obviously

Razl origin has mede it suspect.

One of the most interesting people in your book - he impressed you the most,
Professor Raoul LaFarge, didn't he?

Well, he wes certainly one of the wosi impressive, Miss Mann. Like so meny
others, if he had kept still he could have escaped persecution, since he was

#0 lmportant.

Yes - snd even with all his eriticism and fighting ageinst the Nasis, they
did not date to silence him completely. Professor LaFarge is a Catholic.
Can you tell us what became of the great group of young soclalist teachers
who were pacificiste at the beginning of the war and even proclaimed that
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Page VII

they were not going to fight? Have they changed their attitude?

I can't answer for the whole group. Those I met had changed their attltude.

I met not a single French pacifist all summer.

One of the most harrowing stories you tell is the one about the so-called
German food commissions who are using French ecriminals they've set free to
8py_upon and inform sgainst French shopkeepers. The criminals, you tell us,
go from shop to shop, disguised as beg ars, imploring the grocers for food
to kesp them from starving. ind then, as scon as the storekecpers give them
a plece of bread or & little milk, the criminals throw open thelr coats and
reveal their official Germnllﬁd;ea, and the gpodhearted storekeepere are

arrested for hresking the ration-card regulations.
That's pight, Mises Wann.

Don't you think such a low, ungpeakably mean irick as t.'aa.t), almost beirays a —
hopelessness on the part of the Nazis? What I mean ist 1f the Germans had

the slightest hope jever to live pescefully with the Pranch in some sort of

o
"new ordor'f they would mot resort to methods which can only create the

deadliest hatred possible? Doa. € "‘“/ sy Qe &

Brookst The Germans have needlessly and stupidly antagonized the French people in
their enforcement of food restrietions. Even people like those in the
Basses Pyrenees who accepted extra rations &8 a bribe for rushing contruction
work on power plants so that electricity could be sent across France to the
Buhr hated themselves for their weakness - and the same epplies to the French

factory workers sho heve to work for the German war production.

You have just head a discussion, WHAT ABOUT VICHY by Howard L. Brooks,
Erika Mann and William Byrd.







