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Erika Mann
SO I 3

OUR WAR,OUR VICTQRY,CUR PEACE.

Ladles an gentlemen,-

happy to be with you again;in fact 1 have

my agent kissed n "and so,my dear I am gending you

home to FittapdArgh".

My gubject %es $hig mornine is vast 1ndeeﬁ;{%.a¢a£¢t
within 55 minutes~
fully to cd¥er it{a person would have to be a genius,a pr%het and

a magician.ynfortunately,l am neither j;so I shall slimply try to glve

dull,dark and foggy,
you the picture as I see it,with 1ts background HHEHH H ]
with
BEHHAH, its “4ebwef scenery flooded by blood and tears ,ﬁE!’Tfs sky
covered by clouds beyond which,however,the sun can be clearly felt.
In faect, HHPEHHBEHEEFHHIHHEBEHEHEHEENBER we've seen her(?) quite =

few times,even during the past rainy months;general MacArthurbs
heroic WHHEEEHHHE f{ligure tLands out in bright sunshlne and so do
g terrible logses to the cnemy,destroyin
;ﬂ;, Russian armjes, advancin# steadily yTecapturing D1t by bDit BHEER =~
iviglon arter division of Pxils-troups, while at the same time dﬁsbroyln"J
the scorched znd frozen Sarth of anxr”Invaded**Qu try, ENEHHEPHE-—

?€4ﬂﬁﬂ%/ €hg myth of his 1nv¢n*ibilihyh_.
Elsewhere the skics "kened;darkness rules over the Pacific,
uhe /

darkness rules over the entire continent of Europe;and evé“\anbry
fires,1it by the enslaved peoples of the continent are,still) too
small and too scettered zs to penetrate the night.

#hy,then,you may ask me,- why on earth did you glve such
dg name
a bright,such an optimistic and selfassur Bﬂﬂaﬁffﬂfgour all but
i
happy picture. Wiy HH are you talking aboutour victory "snaour peace ,
when when
WEEHE therec seem to be plenty of chances that we might not win;WHERE; )
gquite obviously, W{mmi-r-h be—toEtT 2le s f e )




FHHHEEAHEEYEHYEHYHEME ArYen't you & bit of a wishful thinker?

well,I am; HHHEHEHHHEBEHEHY and in a sense we 2ll have got to be, That
is to say,our wish to win this war has zot to dominate all WHHEHAHR
of our thoughts and actions.Never in history,- and this 1is notl Just

a matter of saying,- never in history has so much depended on the out-
come of a war ,never in history was so much at stake,- nol for one
country,or HBHHE several nations,nbe- BoRHEEHEHINHEEHHMEEHERIMEEEEENH

not for certaln groups or classes of people,~- but for the whole of

humanity
“Tor every living sould on this shrinking planet of ours.

If we lose,all will be lost for many decades,if not centuries to come.
If we win,all will be won,for,then,we shall not only have condquered the
enemy of mankind and saved our own imperfect world,we shall also have
earnsd the right and the power infinitely to improve what we've got
and to make this earth a better,finder,more inhabitable place for all.
That's why we cannot afford to lose,that 8 wqy we ve got to bellieve in
our ultimate - ictory$hﬁHHﬁﬁﬁ§ﬁ‘ e %éﬁlkthﬁak 5, Tizht dg and

11V£$$ for that victory every day and every hour.

ﬁbqi months aco I returned from Englend,from s countﬁy

at war to a country,then, E$ peace. Yel,even then,ln fact,even earller
than then)the writing on *he wall Wo 8 fgﬁghtenln zly plain:this war ,1it
gsaid,is a total one,- not only b cause dT_Eﬂé totalitarian HHHEHHH me-
thods it employs,~- not only nec;use 1t's being fought with all means
weapons and technical devices man ‘can think of,- but also and above

) muderous
all,because 1t is bound to force mankind in its totality into 1.5 GHBHE
enmbrace; - HEHHHEE This war,- sald the writing on the wall,aims at the
destruction of elvilidation .y _w,then,could America,how could the

Cex

United stestes escape E¥F 1 ﬁc‘f-uﬁ"\;]’ -.:Q €2 5&{?-’-'(.«1-,(, € OX
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Our War.... Isn't it strange in 2 way that we should mee—withete—pride

ke s as
eal

this war ours,- we who hate the very idea of war ,-we who,as

a metter of factfhated the idea of thilis war so intensly that we
up to.
refused to prepare for 1t HAXEIE the last,the very last poment?
¢~ unavoidable/
How did this war evsr become ours?yhat HHHHHHEH was it that nade s

mistory,it 1s said,doesn't repeat itself.Yet,during the

ears preeceding the outbreak of hostllities on the continent,history

A gelf Therc were moments when
woe repcates 1t in the most astounding way. ERONER 3 FNEHEHHMEEERHY
WHEHHEAHYHE PEEHE R AE AN HEVH AN E- ENEHNENdEEEEpHENAMAHY indlividuals
like myself,while wateching the repetition of events,felt as one does
gertain haunting_.
ifi W Hightmares, one (EHHEHEHHEHEEHHE from which one eannot eseape.

(=¥ 7]
What's this? One asks,- Ive' geen,- r8ve felt,- I've experienced this

before,-it has tortured me belfore,- where was that,when and why have
I zot to go through this agony agsin?
in my particular case.
ret me tell you how ¥he nightmare started and how 1t repea-

ted itself RHHHYEHHEHEGHEHHEE tlne and again. Needless to say that

¥, nelther “{E;;j
itw/ Ry EHEEHPEBEYHH particular case BUA my own personal dreams

[
1 consider to be abt 21l important;HHEHEHHHFHEH but I belleve that,

rgxéiiﬂand_illustrata--—"ﬂ-"“ﬂﬂﬁﬁgﬁg/

by giving you a bit of "personzl histery" 1 may be able to i for

you the events snd developments which preceeded the outbreak of this

war and finally made this war "ours".

peace
I was 24 vears old when,in 193115 HﬁBﬁHﬁHﬁ soeietey of

my ~hometown bunieh invited menﬁgtﬂpwear at ene of their meetings and

| SHgatihine bt a young actress
to reeite a paeifist poem, Though I ﬁﬁﬁ"ﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂhﬁwﬁuﬁ uNEsEEak

= uninterested
perecREmIERHEL IR e sy irRe A HaAd HARNAHARRH S ARA KA Y
in politics and ignorrant of politlecs td which I,like most of my

/l : il
artistle friands/considered to be’ none of our business,l accepted.

dll




HHEEHEHEEEWHEY Of course one had to be against war,even though
I‘Q‘,l.,(l‘: 1 "-1- u-fﬂ_q.h""."-i.

there wouldam*t 4v“rfuJothur war anyway.War wee something humanity had

finally overeomej;in a sense 1t was 81illy to preach against an evil

which belonged to the pastiHHH yet,since those frilendly psclflstis insipg=-

ted on fightins windmills wh 1y shoulan't one heln them in their haralecs
__,"'l/ m =/ 4
swellmeabiHE enterprise? 4 HH?EHHE iitler was already the head of

wit
an important party and Eﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂéﬂ his followers represented something
far more threatening than windmills.HSEHYEHHHHHRHHHHHEEHHHKEHHEEH
But I and most people 1 inew BHH remained aloof.
HEEHEHHHHHHH&“HHHEHH&HEE“HHHHEﬂﬁﬁbHﬂHHHHHHﬂHHHHdH”EHH.Those Nazis
were fools,we thought,- rather noisy and disgusting,but toc barbarile
too inferior in every respeet as to be *teken serious.
I shall never forget the moment when the nightmare HEHHHEH
entered my life for the first time.l was reeiting the pocem given me
by the paecifist sponsors of that meeting and ?f no means written by
myself. PHEHHHEHEHHEHE E¥E A8 HREHWH B HHH HHENHE HEHBHHHHHE PR R HE FEHEEH B
HHEHHFH AN R HEHHE S B e HH A B HH B T EHE B A B e B HH N IR HH A
2SI tullany
BEEB B,t hardly had I begun to read JEHE emd e, in the words of the
guthor, sseemeed that war was a erime,unworthy of evilized humanity,
when a large zroup of frenzied brown-shirts interrupted me. "Stop"
they howled,- "etop insulting our glorious soldlers,- hq w dare you
eall our heroes eriminals,- for you've called them eriminals haven't
the rowdleg
you? " Some eourageous members &f the zudience trisd to quiat‘ﬂﬁﬂﬂ.
to no availl.Chairg were flying through the alr women screamed,everything
nselessly
went chaotie while I myself increased the noise by houting the
peaceloving lines of my little poem,AHHHHEHE until I was hlt by sonme

Le 3
perrce of furniture and had to give up.ORe of the Nazis HHANEHHHHEHHEH

S ﬂf zttﬂ~
HH&HHHBH?;&1 Er sS4 t in front of me,his face distorted by
S e -Hpiqd.‘-:"rw -;E;ewead‘{"@-’ star&f at me with undegeribable
atwre 8 \J

fury and contempt . npraitor" he said " dirty international pacifist!l
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we'll do zway with you and your kind, RHNENHAHHHHEMIAHHYEDHHEERY
you'll be taken eare off.Y Don't worry!

It was then that 1 started worrylng,then that I began to
realize the horrifyinsly irrational charaeter of the danger which
confronted us,1t was then that ,for the first time,I knew that scmething
had to be donme and that it would need 211 of our concerted efforts
to HEHEHE do 1it.Whst,however,- Jjust what could I do?

thoge of
I ecrlled on my friends who belonged,elther,to one of

5]

5 " 5 7 - o~ 3 s 1 = FF-] 1 I"" = -
the exlstlng demoerztic parties or were affllisted with any politieszl
orgenisation I knew to be important, snd invited them to a comprehen-

give discussuon of the gituation. It was some sort of youth-war-couneil
inform of
I had in mind. I must EHEN my friends HHHHE ny experiences and warn

them against the danger in the facece of which we must unite pegardless
V], ¢
of any difference of opinion which HEHHHHHHME separated us so far,

As for myself I didn't have any political opinions;all I had was the

convietion that nothins short of a united»Tront eould save ueg.0f ec-urse
@)
I realized thet my friends and I couldn't possibly ereateysuch # unlted

front.Nevertheless we might HEHEEHEH arrive at ceriain decisions whiah
subsequently might be aceepted by the various groups represented by

my friends.7HEPH-HEREHEHERETHESHEEPEEEH HEEHHH S HEHBHEH S0 6 ¥ ISAEHEHHHER
we [aw vals
whe{%r ﬁﬁﬁﬂ’werﬁ goelal demoerstes,or catholies,/nationallists BHEHEGENHHENN

memgbers of the leftlsts ww triepermdend yputh-movements, or,like myself,

just unpolitécal libersals ,we must find a eomzun platform now,when
and
HIHEHEEE violence,HHH insanity HHAHHHEEEAHWEEH the most uneanny shrewd-

ness HHH had HPH decided to do away with Demoeracy.
with my frienda turped out jo.be
The meeting 5 sroat dlssppointgent to me.what I had

planned as some sort of war-council,became one of those demeepaldc dis-

=

~

L

cussions in which everyone has #tT say but which lead nowfhegre.

=




- —

Tn b 5 Ul e a5 /, i L L£a971
it toek-me a speat—dewl or—time to explain to my friends why EHH:
must considered to-be _our BEHH Vi1 oA s
Nazls our enemies ,and why they were ﬁEEﬂE& dangerous to all of
L?.\‘ i\f‘]

usjin faet I didn't even succeed “ba convinee any of my friends of
this.®, e Nazis,they arzued were sg-inst the Jews »nd the Comwunlsts.
Alrizht then,=- HHEHEHHHE%HHHHHEEHHH we didn't have any thing sgsinst
the Jews bul were tne$:ﬁn; of our 1iraut coneern and asg for the comiu-
international .
nistsg, it wasM5t even be d that thoge\razdiezls had found their nationalis-
tie counterpart in the Ngzis j;this way things were being kept in some
sort of balance. RHHHHAYEHHHHAHNAEMEPHEHEAGEHEE-HHEHHWEHEH Neither the
soelaldenoctartes,nor the catholies,Wor any of the other groups felt
at all alermed with regrrd to the situatlon.Evend though they had to ad-
mit that the “zzl party had become frighteningly strong recently,a

ecalllyion of all other parties would be far stronger at any time we

chose to form such af coalition. “ell that's just it,- I execlaimed,=-
£ ited fi”ﬂuil' froq}

dpe ourht to form it ene—Pows=8 now! At THL: BREHHHH point my friends

mad me feel that I didn't urderstsnd anything about politica.iﬁgééﬁbﬁﬁf

vwere not as siuple as all thst,- they contended,- there BHEEHEH were

lots of :ﬁé@;gg that must bs taken eare of first,~- the ecatholics

didn't want to get into any fighting front with the soelaldemoerats and

vice versa,nor dild the natlonallists wlch to have anything to do wlth

the internatlonnllstﬁ youth-movement people.Of course,if there were/

say| 2 war on,such dif ieulties would heve to be overcome in the 1lnte-

terest of all;fortunstely)however/ there was no war.RHAHESBHYBHHEHHHHEHHHEE

EHHHAHHEETHHHHH  WHEdH 8 HHEH Hp B e M8 EHE PEHHEE P EAH HEHH EHEHEHEH

HEBEHEH But there 1s,- I insisted,~ there 1s some hideous sort of

~Srdddan Wm;j;; 1 assure you.HHduHHﬂEH“E'HHHWHHHHHFEEEHEﬂ?HEHHHﬂEHH [HHEBEYH

My friends looked at me,smiling haughtily,while + couldn't banish from
ision whoag

my mind the ﬁ&ﬂ%ﬁﬁg of that Ngzi-boy HWHMHE ‘ace| dlstorted by hatred

and irrational fury)HHHEHHEHEHE-seened—tofme—the ByMbUlofrlising—

Fetlonal gocinTIbme,
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Y Ca
Two years later Hitler hed-meNbMe chanzler and®jetator of the Relch.
Hatred and irrattonal fury swept over Germany and it waS by no means just
the Jews znd ths communists who fell rietims to the new order.HHH
!ff
I left Germany in Mreh 1933 and with my family and many of my

friends went to Switzerland,bul also toured gEurope with a literary

& 1]

satyriecsl anti-ligzi-show AHMHwhich I had written and directed and in
In /
whieh I sppeared as &an actresselhoae years,- the years from 1935
1939 HEHHEHEHEEEKRHEHEHAEHHEH N EPaEH HWHEHHHEHHEAHEYASE HAEHHIHESE HEHE

HERSHESPHEEYEHE history,the HHEPHHEHH history of the German republlec,

repected itself on & Rurgy ;= the nizhimare contlinued and
end the famlllarity o didn't make it

This time it was my friends in the various LEuropean ceoun-
trieg I tried to convince of the impending dangser and of the neeesslly
to form a united defense front.BHEIHHHEEYPHHAHNEGN! iWHE The Nszls,- 1
gaid,are your enemies,and they are stron;;fhej are detsrmined to ruin

_ B
you. Well,well,- sald my PHEHHAR F‘HhﬁH”dH“EEHﬁ;HEHEHE friendsj;first
of 211 the lazis we®e not against France or Englaznd,azainst Holland
or chechoslowakis,- they were against the Jews and the communists and
- - T 5 f -
the wenbe® a bit of eastern Lebensraump that ZPtL about 211l. Secondly:
#\q_ i o = = &
they wewe strong alright,- but Europe wh8 gtronger,and iT and when 1t
de:idgﬁ to form a coalitlon ageinst them , SHEHHESHYAAMYHHEHHHEHEHR the
wel :

danrer weMtd be easily met.Besides,- and here my friends made me feel
that I dldn't uhderstsrd & thing about polities,- thinzs g?%% not &s
simple as all that.Tye interests of France differe® from those of

A ol el | Vb,
Britain,- Chechoslowal ‘ia oadrr™t care for Austria and Pplen &54a° U d-ddes ™
sheehoglowalkia;nothin ea&iﬁ be done right now;but fortunately nothin:£

e O£

naadé& to be done right now r-ig&hﬁ&a of time seemed to spread beio

my cheerful friends.




()

Ocenas of timel
the . to follow
But duringy6 short years\Nazi-gGeramany had robbed the 1rptrca of the
- .'-"- e |
{'r"' "‘Ln
F{g?t world war of the frutls of their wvietory, Just &8 the “azi-rarty
had robbed the vietors of the German revolutiong of 1918 of theirs.
[ T
Evene before the outbreask of tirewecormd world w PJ lazi-Germany had
HHH WEHH N

conquered mEurdpe AHIEHEAHHHEHWH{GHEYH DY the same means by whileh

the Nazli-party had conguered Germany.And the leaders of the varilous
European countries had made excﬁ%ly the game mlistakes,committed exact-

By g

ly the same crimes of ommisslon,we in Germany had committed some years
earlicr. Higstorv repeated iteself,-the nightmare continue .

There had been many reasons for which the various politieal
parties in Germany had refused to cooperzte agzinst the commun foe and
there were many reasons for which the Demoeracies of Europe refused to

in my opinign
do so.Howeverythere was but one decisive reason EHHBHEHHHPHPHEH ERHAH
Wb &4
HENHHE SEHE ﬁnd—éyfwas the same on the muropcan as on the German seene.
The short-sighted egotism out of which people kept on pretending that

what happened 1in their neighbour's courtyard was none of their business,
Matuadsf “Urerred ¢ Hewy

EHE had\g rather handsome name: it was called the prineiple of non-
intervention. HEEHEHHPSHIIYHHHEHTHEEFWHHEEER Under the protection of
Non Intervention Nazi-Geérmany was free to do what ghe pleased and 1t was
robberliesg
nothing but Hﬁﬁﬁgﬂ‘tﬁgg pleased her.Up to 1936 when ligzi-troups marched
into and fortifled the Rhineland it would have been easy to stop Hitler
OHHHEBHEREHE who, BEMBEMHEEEHBE ever since 1933 gd committed one erime
who ceould have siop
after another;yet HHBHHWH HHE him HEHEEHETHE THENHHHHEEEEEVAEY
didn't care,as long as they themselves hadn't been attseked, Their
attitude was not only stupid,- though I wouldn't eall it intelligent
o ore 1y : LA
elther,- <b-—mas above H mora 1y irresponsible; HEHEEHABHEHERHEHHWHE
HEVBRHHEEHEHF In those days peopnle were wonﬁ:%oigﬁoue their eyes in

the face of any and every wazi-misdeed,- ASYHHEBENFHHHEHHHEHEHER
be_{_.a'r{—f.-l“-p “ y
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&, /
. HLy | .
(paaasse by doing so they/avolded seeins HHPEHH things that were un olea =
. AN their own
sant to look at,-~bwt—=PEo Wweemuse by doing so t‘le% dodE eﬂﬁﬁ]ﬁﬁ moral
e
respdnsibility . </

pustria fell and there came the daye of Hunieh which will
live in infamy as will the day of December the Tth,1941.Prague fell,
Poland was imvaded 1§?€Ln war that had been zoing on for & longz time
wae finally offieially declared.At EHH 1ts g8 bezxinning demoeracy found
itgelf at & total dlsadvantage. We were unpreapred,both naterlally and
psyehologieally,but,worse than that we were unprepared,morally.
Oyr foe,the overwhelmingly HHHHHEHE powerful enemy with whom we were
ebnfronted was indebted to us for most of his overwhelmins power,

e —

WEHEHPEHIVEE THEAHHE I BB HHERE R H BHBEEH THE TR A IEPHEHE ¥HHHE HHHHHAHERE
EHAHHWE HHHAH EHBHA
HHEHEHH BEEI@HHEHIEHH’HHdﬁ SHHEHEHHAHEH EHEHEEHHEHEHHHHH?HHEHHdﬁﬁﬁfﬁﬁ

what a tragic,what a deeply bewllderling gituation! Whenece should we

mors
ake theNstrensth needed for the gizantic task ahead of us,when
we ourselveg had.leopz rﬁizedf , kf¢ﬂ¥=

y our connivance?

\our moral supe rior 3

EHﬂmHHHHngHEhHEE' HHHHEHE SR HH Y HERHEE

YHEHWEE Things went badly for the demoeracies during the first year
of the war and I am deeply convinced that they hed to gzo badly,=-
not merely or even mainly owing to our inferiority in arms and
equippement,but aleo owing to the fact that the psople on our slde
£ F
didn't and coul;;lt‘fuel SEFOHEEHEHOHHH weet this Hﬁi;b;,lr war )
snd that it was being fought for the besl cause vossible.It was only
after the eollapse of France and the heroiec episode of Dunkirk that
inspired ~
England,under the Xleadership of Winston 'di'la(i'cl'l.ill EPHAHEERH BENEEHEEH
reslized what this war was about and ac ted accordingly.The people

of England were able to 'take" the terrible punishment of the battle

of England and the battle of London,not merely beeause they are a

touzh and courzgsoug lot who—would Lake Tote—oi—sdnm s, but also

dll



because they 4ene e : ms thelr chance to show to themselves
and to the werld that they were BEEEE willing to die for the eause
of freedom, justice and human deeency,even though there had been

-
ste summer and fall of 1940 brought about the great,the

]
I—l

a ;‘.u"'.icll'.. The
deeisive chenge in Demoeracy'g moral situatlon.Democracy had feiled,
morally,but had paid dearly and generously for this failure,BEHEREPER}

HEAHHHHNH HEHHHﬂﬁHIﬁHﬂEﬁHHHEHHﬁHHHHEHHEEEHHHHEHHHHHHHHﬁEHHﬁﬂHHEHHHH

promising

HEE And thourh things looked all’ but in August and September
the streetyol London were turhgi lRho..

of 1940 wheﬁ‘ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ!ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂ"?ﬁhes and ruins under a red and burning

: . (L .
sky,a new cheerfulness coyld be felt 21l over the beleaguered isle'

a eheerfulness which had Lts repercussions wiereever one looked.

conveyed .
It EnREEEH@ER-<confidence ,courage and Tfaith in the esuse of demoearey,
to

to
Eﬁ/ﬁha occupied countries of the eontineni as well as BA the worldh

atee of Ameriea.

rl-

greatest and most powerful Demoeracy,the United S
ronc M#§ the period of.
Appessment was, over,X the soecalled phonykﬁggﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ,u the nighimare
S ngl S o
HHMHE¥HE had éﬁﬂﬁiﬁg been chased uwgyJﬁhn‘althou~h Ameriea remalned
neutral for snother year she had already made up her mind, she knew

what she wanted and what she didn't want,what shed'd never pernit to

-
YL E-
fﬁﬁégfrﬂu There couldn't be any doubt 1in anybody's mind that Amerieca

-
way S PV Y : g e > R et
-='wnu&$jdo her share in the defense of democraey,- that she d Ti ht

if necessary and fight well,- lor this was her war,.

This is our war and it will Dbring about our vietoryy

Things are not going to b eagy.For,vhile HoHHE EEIHHHEHE
we shall have to produce,to work,to fight and to suffer,we g_alL also
have to make our cause unassailable,we shell HEHE have to eonvlince
the whole wide world of the pureness HHH ol our purposep/ and of our

willingness and ability #H in 2ll earnest to create s new world order
{ #E=ry

Ooemy & ’-f‘lz"l..ﬂ 7
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