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Statement on Rudolf E. Kommer
Hotel Ambassador
New York City N. X,

by Erika Hann.

I have known Mr. Kommer for more than fifteen years.He has always
been a somewhat "mysterilous existence" in so far as he always

has lived like a very rich man,without anyone knowing just HEEH
where the money came from.He was and is one of the closest friend
of Max Relnhardt,the great German producer and also acted as

his (unpald) agent.At the same time he was one of the intimates
of Otto He Kahn and I belleve that at that time (fifteen years
ago) Kommer's unexplained fortune came from Kahn,whoge financisl
advisor he was.Today Mr. Kommer HHHE is the administrator

of Mra. von Hofmannsthal's (Astor) fortune.l guess that the
rather luxurious style in which he lives may be expleined by
this particular jJjob of his.

During the last war Mr. Kommer was not a "German agent",=
is so far as he was not pald for what he czlle his "German
Kultur-Propaganda” in this country.He had not to register as
an agent elther.However,it remains true thaet he has been most
activ on beh2lf of the Reich, but also that he never tries to
hide this embarrassing truth.He doesn't try to hide his Imowing
the "Princess Hohenlohe",either.He has known her for a long time,
having met her,when she was still a half-Jewish girl from Hun-
gary, B8, - steffl Richter.When I resented the fact that he
was stlll seeing the Nazi-Princess occasionally he explained to
me that he haid been using her in order to get Max Reinhart's
1library out 6f salzburg,-and besides,~he added,- one ought to
see pome Nazl,~once in a whlle,- one might get informations out
of him,or her,

Mr. Kommer's best friends today are Britlsh.For many years

he has been intimastely connected with puff Cooper whose small

son comes to visit him at Christmas and Easter,- with L,rd
Beaverbrook and numerous other British governement representativet
He trl s to help our cause,whenever and wherever he cane.
When I went to England last summer he gave me lots of useful
letters and qulte some valuable advise,~ the kind of advise
that was bound to harm Hitler and please the British. He has
done hig utmost to save the lives of many European Anti-Nazise.
He is extremely pro-British and apt to get into arguments with
anyone who doesn't wholeheartedly wish for a british victory.

The nalvity with which,at the same time,he likes to tell stories
about his German "Kultur"-activity in 1914 has something rather
surprising.ind not rarely have I run into people who,because of
this naivity which they do not belleve to be genuine and because

of his "mysterious" proeperity suspect him to be a great Nazi-
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8pye. They argue that noone could be of greater use to the
Germans but M. Kommer,-precisely because of his éxcellent
connection with leadimp Englishmen and that he 1s elever
enough to openly display both,his former activtles,and his
present Nazi-acquaintances (though he doesn't have many),lest
people might find out behind his back,

Although I admit that there is something convineing in
such conslideration I personally do not believe it to be
correct.On the contray : I am rsther convinced that Ny. Kommer
vho has been living in England and America ever since the
first world war is a sincere and militant belkéver in the
demoeratiec,~ the anglo-saxion democratic way of life and that
he is doing his very best to help defend 1it.,

Soeclally he is what many people would call a "shodb" ,
It may be that too fond of seelng Princesses at his teble as to
chase then away,even 1f the happen to be Nazls«.But never would
he go as far in his snobism ag to permit subversiv activities
near him,let slone as to committ them himself,

Mr. Kommer is a Jew and crazlly devoted to his
home~town Chernowitz.He never signs hls name,-pudolf K.
Komner,- wthout adding "from Chzernowlitz" which,after all,is not

& very snobblsh thing te do and certainly not a HHEHE Nazl«thing, =

Czhernowitz being a Polish «galiecish extremely Jewish place,
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