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exBRIKA MANN
ProEVENING STANDARD LONDON

Last week in Germany,a number of bets were lost = and won = by allied
correspondents, The subject; would there be organized revolts in the
cpurse of the winter - yes,or no? The prophets of rebellion had picked ths
month of January as the most promising and declared themselves ready to
pay,if all had remained quiet by February first, With no instance of
open rioting,nothing in the way of coordianted trouble having been reported,
nonifbelievera in German ina:;o;g inaﬁsn u;:hi’eygh ;P;é &Eheg}:::tivéeizzif@t
to liberate Goering and Co, fd noti ecountiss was strietly an 3,5,
v nture,unrelated with the man on the street,) Those who lost their bets,
hadflma.da two basic mistakes:
1.) They underrated the allied determination and ability to keep the
Germans from either starving or intolerably freezing,inhthaBniiinfepn
2,) They over-estimated the German readiness openly to attaek their
masters,whoever they might be,

By and large,® nditdons in the Reich are better than even the
occupying powers would have dared to predict, In certain lands,such as
in Bawaria, they are downright good, Except for the housing situation
in heavily blitzed cifties and the disturbing influx of ew cuees from the
east,Bavarians have very little to complain about,Yet they complain .l%
the most heart-rending fashion, Nor does the non-occurence of organized
upheawa ls mean that the good people of Bavaria are not trying their Wak

best to disturb,anger and & mage the "invader",
~ campalgn
AJ@tough,in his presence, no large scale BhiRPHEAN,even of the

pPropaganda type,could be ngggngmgig staged, the citizens of ¥unich,Nurnberg
Dinkelsbuehl and other places talk and act as if commanded from some
underground headquarters,However,contrary to the theories developed by

some allied observers,this uniformity is not the fruit of any gystemized
effort,but the.ell.:reaaion of a state of mind common to the lg';t majority

of all Germans,
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Take,what eertain allied eireles eall the German 'pity—camaign";
By delibverately exageerating their sufferings - it is said - the Germans
hope (a) to improve their lot under the ofcupation,while (b) enlisting the
active syrpathy of the world outside, There is nothing deliberate about
this prodigious self-pity,The Germans honestly believe - each for him or
herself and without having to conspire with each other - that their agonies
defy deseription, They also believe - some 90 # of them « in the inndeence
of the German PeoPle, The precious few who concede a%.
insist that the vietors are virtually equally guilty.

A new star which hae risen on Germany's literary sky - a poet by
the name of Werner Bergengruen and the pride of the so—oalleq "inner emis
gration is highly typleal of this "better German" attitude, The most
famous of his poems,contained in the volume "Dies Irae" of wvhida it forms
the ecrowning finale,is entitled "To the Feoples of the Earth" ("An die
Voelker der Erde"t} o Tvcit {Gertdny A6 Geplotddlas Catrying (e orous,
viédding dudpe plabejand for Ave . benefl tyof afy humsnity,

"Peoples", otries Bergengruen, " We've suffered also for you and

[N SOUR PLACE AND
your transgressions,suffered on Europe's ancient stage of fate,repenting/ for

all of YOU,eessssPeoples of the world,the treachery was yours as well,eee
Curiously you smelled {_h%%i ting breath; &Twhat was burning here was

|
the oceident's heart-shield,.... Seduced by the lethargy of your hearts
each of you thought 'Fate will not touch me',,.,. But, fattemed by our b%gggf
the demon broke out and into the world,... Peoples of the earth who are hihky
in judgment today,do not forget that we all are wanted before the bars of
justicel"
Another {ﬁ-man singer,the poet Ernast Wiechert,is J ss %{Eqn
his oriticism of others, An early sympathizer with Nazi ideologies,he dig=
spproved of the rea}lity of the "Third Reich" and even spent some time in a

coneentration camp, His countrymen,he maintains, knew what happened there
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and anywhere, They were co-responsible of Hitler's crimes; they are guilty,

Their guilt,however, gave birth to a trzgedy without parallel; Never sime
ma&:'s ereation was there such iey loneliness; never such hatred fostered upon

a nation; unprecedented,the derkness; unheard of,the depth of Germany's fall,
¥hile on thie,the highest avallable level,the post-Hitlerian

German flatters himself and his countrymen by drematizing the enormity of their
common unhappiness, the ordinary citizen is busily engaged in making his plight

less hHii ﬁitiablh What he &s trying to achieve, is (1,) & minimum of
,&t‘furt and hardship to himself; (2,) a maximum of annoyance and herm to the

"enemy", Allied,as well as German authorities concede that they meet with
considerable passive resistance ,whenever the Germans are called upon to Per=
form some public duty, Even for so essential an undertaking as the so-galled
"wood-nction",only a handful of volonteers could be found; finally, "purged"
Nazis Wto be foreed to ecut the wood needed to warm their compatriots, Here
as in other instances the latter considered their own well-being an allied
responsibility and saw no reason to lessen this burden,

The Bavarian pessant,sccustomed to the most stringent
(Nazi) rulee and experieneed in breaking them,finds the American eontrel an

easy thing to get around ABSBBAME Wnat he 1s suprosed to surrender these days
is far less than it was under the Nazisy M By withholding and selling on
the black market the greatest possible emount of"eontrolled" food, he not

only pleases himsfﬂ.f,'but also cheats the Americans who are "forced" somehow to

replace the missing goods from stoeks of their own,
Acts of {abotage,though less isolated than generally assuue d

are a dangerous and henee unpopular memutgf‘fgm%aging e foe, Here are two
satisfacto
examples of how he may be hit in a moreland Tess tangible m nner

A recent broadcast,emanating frem Radio Stuttgart and de-
signed for children,proposed « in the words of the speaker - "to take you on
a wondrous voyage,out of our ruined eities =nd the daily misery of our lives,
to a far gray country,vhich,however,will remind you in more than one way of our

own dear Germany,"
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And off they go,elear to China, They see,how the waliant Chinese,
a people of great culture and the greatest endurance, are invaded by
s barbarous enemy; how their ecities burn and their innocent women die
with their small childrem; how the whole gountry is on the move,fleeing
before the umprovoked onslaught; how hard working scientists,determiged
not to let their secrets fall into hostile hands,hide in the farthest

corners of the land to continue their work under inhuman gonditions,

Even without the introductory remark,this edueational presentation

would not have lacked in eclarity, Every insult hurled against the Jspanese

Ceate
(never mind the late Axis}) =truck at the allies; and ew ry bouquet]{&%

at the people of China landed in its proper German Dlace,

Another ineident witnessed by this correspondent,took place
at the House of German Art in Munich where the Third U,S. Army were Khih
throwing a party,The deecoration of the rooms,as well as the composition
of the program had been entrusted to a group of lunich artists in whose
merry-making talents one had full confidence, But if even the parades
and processions of the early evening hours Agnkedngt were devoid of
gayety ( 33222; skeletons walked with hollov~cheeked bgggars and macabre
ortpgjia and devils) ,later offeringsbordered the scandalous, There were
above all the airraid sirens, Howling in ever shorter intervals and
ever inor%gsing strenfth,they sounded shoekingly true,disgustingly

many Ameriecans pres
genuine, they were madiizg but a big nolse; to
others = and partieunlarly to the German personnel - they were a nervous
ordeal of the highest order, Allegedly the "joke" - a symbol of American
tactlessness and hruta11ty,aa far as the Germans were conecerned -« was meant

to highten the spirits,The more the latter rose -« in spite of the banghees -
¢ fo
and the less the Aﬂ&icana werd&iikely to protest,the bolder the Program
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grew,In the end there sppeared a group of corpaqiike jokers,wearing
the striped suits of the inmates of Buchenwald, One of them,his eyes
rolled back,ecarried the gallows on whieh he seemed to hang,
Thoughtlessly a few Amerieean officers had themselves photographed
with the masks,Their legs orossed they sat smilingly at the hanged

man's feet,

Early next morning the story "broke" in the eity, And
what the people of Munich and surroundings told - and keep telling -
enchy other about the wAmerikanerfest" surpasses in hostility anything
that even the most brilliantly organized hate-gampaign would be able
to produce,

New bets may be made by allied correspondents, And the
day may come when the Germans,stuffed with militant eelf- pity,and
encouraged by the Yhkhirbblk world=wide interest which their sufferings
arouse, take to organized revolting, For the moment they limit them=
selves to passive resistance, a modest amount of sabotage and the

forbodes
effective exppession of a state of mind which DPoBEBEE little good.
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