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Meine Damen und Herren,- ich bin eine Fremde fiir Sie
und es wird gut sein,wenn ich mich legitimiere,damit Sie

meine Stimme glaubwiirdig finden und meine Person autorisiert

um Ihnen iiber die Spanische Tragodie zu sprechen,It bin

. - o :
Europidaerin Idf,idl kenne und liebeqééinén gefahrdeten Brdteil,

inﬁQQﬂdessen zukinftiges Schicksal mich mit Angst und Sorge erfiillt,
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- ﬂggﬁighfkenneund vezgﬁscd,ue das Wesen des Faschismus,-ich

f-"‘r.."“ ch

kenne "es v01 seinen Anfédngen her und ich weiss dass es die Welt

mit Krieg,Tyrannei und Finsternis bedroht.Ich weiss,dass
ein neues

Spanien nur/#RHNERENE Opfer sein soll aus dem Kreis der
europaischen Demokratieen und dass die Welteroberer,hdtten
sie dieses erst bazwungen!ihren Raubzug fortsetzen wiirden, =
nach ¥rankreich und in die Tschechoslowakei,

Der junge englische Dig hter Wystan H, Auden,

mit dem ich » rheiratet bin

»£ehdrt der internationslen Legion

Zzum “chutz der spanischen Demokratie an,-er fiihrt eine Ambu=-
lanz an der Valantia-Front.Ich weiss,um wieviel lieber er

(=
urt seine KsmerHaden in Frieden und daheim ihre Arbeit

H’gz "\-OE-H"“ (!._M Loy T (-br_f& ff’fr
téten.AbéF\ﬁiE wissen:wenn die jestle losgelassen 1st“fua§ Y
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ﬁfrglch.wehrenrdamlt man nicht 2 rrissen und verschluckt ﬁﬁrde

Ist das "“olitik"QAchn,ne1n, -es ist langst d1e Politik’nicht

mehryum die es geht,

=und keiner soll Bagen,~- & wa die
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deutscheﬂ}f&der i spenischen Vorkommnisse gehen ihn nia ts an,
da er sich doch fur "Politik" nicht interessiere.Es sind
die menschlich allgeme insten Dinge,die auf dem Spiele stehn,

Wir in Deutschland haben es sehr spat erst erkannt,-erst
als Hitler schon vor den Toren stand;jetzt aber wissen wir
es,=-wir haben es erlebt.Dieses Wissen und Erleben aber ,ich
hoffe es zuversichtlich,muss eine gewisse Autoritat w rleihen,
dem,we& wir sagen,demy,was ich Thnen heute sagen méchte.,Es wird
unpolitisch sein in diesem Sinne,~- wieder kampf des Antifaschis-
mus gegen den Faschismus,der in Wirklichkeit der lLebens-und Todes
kampf der Demokratie gegen die Tyrannei ist,cder Kampf des Rech%@
gyegen die Gewalt,der Wahreit gegen die Liige,der loral gegen
das Verbrechen,

Das,was wir gemeinhin "die Loyalisten'"nermen ,=-

di e Verteidigungegarde der legalen spenischen Regierung gegen

vereinigten
dieYTaschlstlschen spanisch-italienisch~-deutsch-portugiesieschen

Angreifer,- wie falsch wire es,sich eine politiserte Gruppe,
oder ger eine "linke" Front darunter vorzustellen.Glaubige

Kat holiken kampfen auf dieser Seite,protest antische Pfarrer,

¢lihende spanische Pa iote ’ Anhénper der Freiheit und der
e

Gerechtigkeit & | VI &Ae '._;,; milswen , Ihr Widerstand
ist heldenhaft,- ja,er grenzt in Wahrleit ans Wunderbare,-
Denn der Angreifer hat alles,was man zum Siegen braucht,-
die best en und todlichsten Waffen,immer neue und glédnzend
geristete Truppen,- M Sée gute‘ deutschel Aerzte und Chemi-

kaliensDie Angegriffenen aber haben Mut und sie haben die Idee.
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Meine Damen und Herren,- wenn Cie an Spanien denken,=-

denken Sie an ein groses Kuropaisches Land which has a culture
that is old and distiguished,EHHHHENAN, Its past is initimately
bound up with the history of your own hemisphere.From one of

tiny
its harbors sailed the thred foats that discovered America,

in diesem lan
Benken Sie ap! n%fgri?fﬁﬁgayf an die Par tei der Kinder
Li8Tanic: den,

und Eraueni die Partei der Familien.While men in Spain fight
on the battlefields with incredible hej?isme,women and children
& different type of hgorisme must quietly live through their
familiar routine that at any moment may be destroyed utterly.
Y¥our children ..... etc. (anderes Manuskript Seite 1.V) bis
Seite 5 Kof child refugees.?) O

M ENEHHMM SN DA HHAHHENE Unsere <eit ist begrenzt und
Lassen Sie mich TIhnen zum Schlusg versichern:
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Aur das Allgemeinste ist gesagtyicn ~BIA glicklich in Ihrem Land

zu sein,~hier herrscht Freiheit und hier wachsen die Kinder

in Sicherheit heran,noch unbedroht von den Schrecknissen des
Krieges,Meine Damen und Herren,- n o ¢ h unbedroht!Ich bitte
MR A el / . : Q
Sle instédndig)handeln Sie und helfen Sie dort,wo Hilfe so bit?r
not tut.Sie werden handeln und helfen,aus Griinden der Hochher-
: : en - Gy'te
zigkkit und der allgemeinen liens chipAite, -so wie Sie etwa

den Opfern der grossen Flut geholfen haben,Aber bedenken Sie,

dariiber hinausgdies ist keine Flut,dies ist kein Unwetter,

£egen das sich handelnd aufzulghnaqjletztlich ohne Hoffnung wire
NQch Gl das @ik Sescheb s, sy

dort HH helfen ist nim t blosse Wohlfahrt und Wil dtatigkeit,-\/
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dort helfen ist beteiligt sein am Kéﬁpf gegen Unrecht ,Gewalt
S«qenen

und liige,~-am Kampf fiir das Wahre und Gute uad fiir den |Sieg

-~

der Humanits e SN
anitat, C .{\_(\{L i s

-




Ladies and Gentlemen:-~ I am a stranger Lo you and it will be well
for me,to tell :(ouJ,who & amTin order that you may give credit to my
words alu.nd ccmsiderlme aGthorizad‘rtc— speal to you about the Spanish
tragedy. I am e European, I know and love the continent from which
I come and whose future fills me with apprehénsion and anxiety. I
am 8 Germen and I know and love my country which I have left of my
own free will, I am an anti-fascist for I lmow and hate fascism = I
know it intimately from its beginning - and I know that it bhr‘;a‘bens
the world with war, tyramy and darkness. I know;That the fascist
objéctiva goes far beyond the conquest of 8pain, That if the con=-
querors succeed in overrumning Spain,they will move towards the domi=-
mtion of France and Czuchoslov;lciﬁ.

The young English poet, Wystan H. Auden, to whc.:n I am
married, belongs to the International legion for the protection of
Spanish Dsmécmcy:,ﬁe is driving an ambulance on the Valencia fromt.
I know how much h;a and his cmv.rglias would prefer 4o live and to work
in pea.:;e and at home. But we all realize that when a mdbter is let
10022 one cannot hide onets head in the wand, one must protect one=
self in order not to be destroyad.' Is this "politie s"?{)h, no =
it has long cealfs:-t;d to be a question of politics = and let no man say
that events in Germany, in abysl;é:;;i:a, or in Spain do not concern him
because he is not interested in polities. For it is the most fundemental

human questions which are at stake,

We in Germsny recognized this very late = not until




- -

Hitler was at our gates. Butb I:._gm_'i__'-ig__l‘:@c_'-'_r - for we have e_xp_e_riencgd
ite Tms knowledge and experience, I confidently hope, must give a
certain authority to what we say’to what I would like to tell you todap.
In this sense it is unpolitical = like the struggle of Anti-fascism
against fascism - which is in truth the life-and-death-struggle of
Demé'cracy against tyrammy - the struggle of right against wviolence,
of truth against lies and of morality against crime.

How far from the mark to regard tlmae[whm we simply eall
the Loyali stsv- the defenders of The legal Spanish Government/ against
the united fascist attacks of Spanish-Itelien-Germen-Portugese troops,
as a merely political group - or even a "left front". 'Dev;tl..‘t; Catholics
are fighting on this side, Protestant Clergymen, ardent Spanish
patriots - the supporters of freedom and justice from all cemps. Their
r;‘é;;zance is heroie, it actuaslly boarders on the miraculous:for the
aggressors have everything that is needed for vietory - the best and
the deadliest weapons, constantly new and alj;i.endidly_equipped troups,
good German physicians and chemicals, The -#i;ﬁat;:kad {ﬁm;e;rar have the
courage and theirs is the convietion.

ladies and Gentlemen - when you ‘thi;:lk of Spain, think of

country
a great Europeanjfwith an old and distinguished culture, Its past

& &6
is intimately bound up'.-‘with the history of your own hemi spherea

From one of its harbors sailed the three tiny ‘udats! that discovered
America, When you think of this country, think W whoh is being
attacked - the children, the wamen, the families, While in Spain
men on the battlefields fight with inoredible héroism, wamen and

fa
children are forced to endure courageously the routine of thekr

o

everyday life, which may at any moment be blasted by a fascist's shells ———
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Your children in this country ere warned again and again to take ocare
not to run in fromt of an automobile. The mothers of Spain cermot
teach their chlldren not to run in front of e bursting shells In Ma-
drid e largé city is being subjected to the horrors of militery siag;.

that a great city has been forced to

It 1&? only siege of this sm"l:I

ogﬁ'a in modern times. S e silele

Recently en Asaocinto Press dispatch from "gﬂl!.:ﬂ the
government lines southeast of Madrid" advised thet "an Americen Medioal
Unit heeded by Dr Bersky of Hell Yort, worked feverishly today to treat
more than 800 woundod in the Jnrms. nootor .

The story told, how these American surgeons, nurses and
ambulance drivers, ered the lives ;.f fall 't‘ﬁa m:;;mdcd Iy.té e. In one
case the lighta '«u_ra!pul; out to avolid an air raid, At thet moment Dr,

Barsky had ju;‘l;\ﬁﬂm up a man's heart and was in the midet of an abdominal
operation, The staff focﬁéad flashlights on the table while Dr, Barsky
completed his work, The patiemt is living, the cable concluded.

'_LeThis ._storyrwhich eppeared in hundreds of American newspapers,
drametically M.the greet humenitarian results of medical aid to Spain,

To orgenize thia_.uid;ths Medical Bureau to aid Spanish Demo=
eracy, with headquerters at Stgicfo;rth 4venue, New York City, began functionging
in September 1836. In January 1937, with chapters established in leading
American cities, the Medioal Buresu sent its first unit to Spain., This unit
took with them four ambulances snd twelve tons of medical equipment. When
they arrived in Port Bou, the first city beyond the Spanish border, they were
greeted by redios installed in the trees along the rosd. People cheered, the
reception given to the Americen Medicel Unit was so touching that one of the
nurses wrote "they looked upon us as saviors, I feel embarrssed when I remember

thet ours is a common cause, what suffering these poor people must have endured

to dieplay such gratifude towards the little we can do& TH-WP- T oholocest
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ﬂ;ﬁnsz ;n.na-'br'ing them as 'ﬁmﬁu offerings.”

I The Loyalist govermment and the Health Ministry gave their
full cooperation, An American Base Hospital with 120 beds was established
at Chinchon, near Madrid, working day and night and treating an average of
400 patients a day.

After the first few days of operation, however, Dr. Barkky

chief surgeon, cebled for more help. mmnmw
bulances and. more-equipment were needed., .;ad it was not only the problem
of seving lives of soldiers. Air raids were taking toll of the lives of
women and children as well & we-ssid~ibv-before, Perheps the most dramatic
story of the war was told by the Associated Press interview of February
seventeenth with Dr. Norman Bethune of Momtreal, on the evacuation of
Malaga. Dr. Bethune, head of the Spanish Aherican Blood Transfusion
Ingtitute, said: "Imagine, one hundred and fifty thousend men, women

and children setting out for safety to a town situated more than a hun-
dred miles eway, with only one road to teke on a journey requiring five
days and five nights at least, There was no food to be found in the
villages and there were no trains or busses to transport the r:f{igee:ﬁ'.
They staggered and stumbled , with cut and b:"';f;andt Lfest, along the white
flint roed, while the fascists bombed them from the air and from the sea.
There were thousands of children, "e counted at least 5,000 under ten
years of age, = mnot less tham a thousand of them

barefoot and ma 1y clad only in single garments.

Il




i aaba boreilent A o gled omdy dp cimals worments,
Qur ar was besieged by & mob of frantie mothers, who, with tired,
outstretched arms, held up to us their children with their feces swollen
and congﬁsted by four days of Sun and dustu"

It is for the great humanitarien work of saving these
lives in Spain, that the Medical Bureesu of the American Friends of
Spenish Democracy in;tiated e national campaignrwhich brought inte its ranks
such netionally known medical authorities as Dr. Walter B, Cannon of the
Harvard Medical Sghool; Dr. John Peters of Yale; Dr. Henry E. Sigerist of
Johns Hopkines University and others from hundreds of American cities.

Prominent Americens in all fields of activity have readily
given their support to the work. I, answer to the urgent demand for
medical aid a committee was established for the crganization of an American
Artists and Writers Ambulance Cori:;s headed by such prominent people in
American arts and letters a::Ernest Hemingway, Sinalaiﬁ Lewis, Upton Sinclair,
Fannie Hyrst, Egna Ferber, George S. Eaufman, ?hn‘;;ck.érocks, Paul Muni
and Sylvie Sidney. Mpre than & hundred leading American writers, artists,
playwrights and actors respondeds /

A second Americen medicel unit sailed on March 17th. ATha
unit was composed of two surgeons, seven nursesy-two ambulance drivers, four
ambulannes and ten tons of medical and 5urg10$1 supplies and equipment.
Another unit left the other deay on the -'S:Sn -Paris. It contained thirteen
dootors, nurses and technicians and was headed by the distinguished surgeon
fraom Oklaﬁ;ma, Dr. Donald H. Pitts.

M re units will be sent as quickly as they can be assembled.

The next step in the establishment of the half million dollar medical

center in Spain, will be the dispatch of a pediatrics unit with s

ficient ~ .

meterial for the imuunization of fifty thousand children against diphVferia, '

&

smallpox and typhoid. At the same time, as part of the medical center,
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an Americen Institute for Anesthesia and Relief of Pain will be established
with sufficient anesthetics and anasthésia material to serve all needs
in Spanish government areas.

Ansther part of the program is the establishment of the
Americen Institute of Child Gre, which will engage in the care of orphans
of the oivil war as well as in the pepatriation of child refugees.

Our time is limited and only broad generalitiex have been
indicated, Let me mam in concluding tell you, that I am happy to be
in your country, for it is a country of freedom where children grow up
in security, unthreatened as yet by the horrors of war, ladies and
gentlemen - still unthreatened! I urge you, I beg you, act, help, where
the need is so great. You will act, you will help from motives of
generosity and common human kindness, just as you helped the victims
of the great flood. But let your thoughts go further. This is no
flood =~ no caggstrophe of nature, which after all in-the final andlysis
18 d'hépelesd matter -- To help Spain is not merely kindness and charity#s#
is not merely acﬁéging_ggigr the tragedy has occured -- to help there
is prevention and gg;}xgﬂigjﬁz?egfiin. to help there is to participate
in the struggle against injustice, brutality and lies -~ in the struggle

or truth and oodnessx (for the assured victory of humanity.
L g i f
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