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One week ago today the firet schools hhbhh re-opened in Munich. According to
anp offieial list complied by the educational department of the local Military
Government, forty elemantry schools (Volksechulen) started to opemate last
Monday. Among the 52 500 children between the ages of 6 and 14 who had
registered ,there were two Jewish boys. 40 000 youngsterde actuslly turned
up snd were received by 500 teachers. 25 000 "purified” text books were
distrisuted, They dealt with reading and arithmetie on ly and covered the
eurricula of the four lower grades,

The children of this city have been school-less for more than
a year. Those who stayed at home learned hothing and forgot much, Those who
were sent to safety by the K.L.V. = "Kinder-Lend-Verschickung" ( Committee
for the evacuation of children to the country), were allegedly given a minimum
of instruetion,But Bbik long before the actual closing of all Munich schools
the educationsl system had been thoroughly shaken. A savere shortage of
teachers,the destruction of many school houses and the ever inoreasing demands
of the Hitler Youth had done away with all "normality" = even with what the
Nazis considered "normal",. Thus the first school deye were bound to be chaotie,
all the more so since barely 50% of the teachers had managed to survived the
political thunderstorm known as "De-Nazification",

This in mind I let five days pase before embarking on my
inspection tour.
The first sehool on my approved list had failed to open.

The second had closed at 10 a.,m, Its one inhebitable room was small and ill-
ecquipped, An additional class room was being cleared qi debrie and would be
ready aou? time next week.In the third - the nuburbinn{aidler School = conditions
proved somewhat complicated.

I told its principal that I should like to attend a number

of classes and was advised to return next Tuesday.




MORE MANN -2

"We are not here todsy", he said embarrassedly,adding that the hundreds
of children whom I had seen around belonged rightly to the Guldein School;
the latter had been destroyed, Nor were Ridler snd Guldein the only
institutions slternately to people this building. A third school claimed
equal rights.Some of the teachers kept teaching,no matter whose i turn
it was, Others,though serving one school only, were by no means less
busily engaged. If each child was to receive an average of three daily
lessons,each teacher had to work nine houre a daye
The first class I attended,along with 71 little Guldein school
girls,was a fourth grade arithmetic ¢class. The pupils,many of whom arrived
belatedly without appologizing to their elderly lady teacher, were about
ten years of age - too young to have been members of the Hitler Youth,
While they lacked in discipline,they were not found wenting in fervour.
M) Their achievements,however, belied their age.
"Six plus two", announced Anni Mueller, " is nine,"
"And two times four" proeclaimed Gret Holzmaier, "makes 12,"
But surrendered
There were no books,/Boma of the girls had im their old
Nazi readers to the teacher.Those who had not,were adménished to seek
their parents' permission to part with the stuff,.Unless that permission was
granted, the books remained where they were,
Herr Anton Zeuner,prinecipal of the Guldein School,was addressing
his class,when I entered, The boys - pupils of the eigth grade and about 14
BEEN ERAPOSEL -
years old = had never bofore BENfmmal to "de-nazified" teachings. This was
their first post-hitlerian hhhhbhhihjh lesson,

Herr Zsuner has been a teacher since 1910. By sheer necessity,

if not by conviction, he must have










